
and identify facilities and other elements of the 
infrastructure that are at risk for emergencies. 
Appendix 1 provides further descriptions of these 
legislative and policy tools that set the overarching 
framework for the protection of public health and 
safety. These tools and requirements could help in the 
implementation of PPS wildland fire policies. Ontario’s 
FireSmart Program, described below, offers tools to 
address the requirements of the EMCPA as it relates 
to wildland fire hazards. 

2.5.2 Ontario’s FireSmart Program
The FireSmart Program was established in 1999, and 
fire agencies across Canada, (including Ontario), 
and in Australia and New Zealand have adopted its 
standards to address wildland-urban interface fire 
issues in their jurisdictions. The program focuses on 
engaging property owners, planning authorities and 
industry in reducing the threat of wildland fire to 
human life and communities through application of 
principles for development within the wildland-urban 
interface.11 The principles dealing with vegetation 
management and development considerations are the 
most relevant to land use planning. These principles 
form the basis of the recommended standards outlined 
in this Manual; they can be applied to land use 
planning decisions in order to implement the wildland 
fire policies of the PPS, 2014. Figure 2-2 illustrates the 
way in which Ontario’s FireSmart Program relates to 
and supports land use planning.

A component of the overall FireSmart planning 
process for protecting communities from wildland 
fire12 includes the completion of a “wildland fire hazard 
assessment.” This involves the identification of areas 
at risk from wildland fire through to the delineation 
of geographic zones within a community.13 It also 
includes describing aspects of the community. These 
include values that could be at risk, such as property; 
infrastructure (e.g., roads, driveways, bridges and 
culverts, utilities); natural resources and economic 
values; existing preventive measures (i.e., tools in 
place, such as by-laws, that would affect wildland fire); 
and land uses (to identify areas that could become 
sources of ignition of wildland fire). 

The FireSmart assessment process also evaluates the 
capacity of many of the factors listed above relative to 
their ability to accommodate needs in emergency 
situations (e.g., whether access routes are sufficient to 
accommodate emergency vehicles, and/or evacuate 
people should a wildland fire occur). This information 
is used to determine appropriate mitigation measures 
and, finally, to plan for response to wildland fires 
(which is outside of the scope of the implementation 
of PPS, 2014 wildland fire policy, but is needed where 
new development is allowed in high-risk areas). 

Figure 2-2.
A comparison of wildland fire land use planning policies 
of the PPS, 2014 and Ontario’s FireSmart Program
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