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Weekly Epidemiologic Summary 

COVID-19 in Ontario: Focus on December 20, 2020 to 
December 26, 2020 

This report includes the most current information available from CCM and other case management 
systems (CCM plus) as of December 29, 2020. 

Please visit the interactive Ontario COVID-19 Data Tool to explore recent COVID-19 data by public health 
unit, age group, sex, and trends over time. 

A daily summary is available and provides an epidemiologic summary of recent COVID-19 activity in 
Ontario. This weekly report provides an epidemiologic summary of COVID-19 activity in Ontario over 
time. 

Highlights 
¶ There are a total of 173,241 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Ontario with a public health unit 

reported date up to December 26, 2020. 

¶ For the period with a public health unit reported date between December 20 and 26, 2020 
(week 52): 

¶ A total of 15,420 cases were reported to public health compared to 15,706 cases the 
previous week (December 13 to 19). 

¶ The number of deaths exceeded 200 for the first time since the week of May 10 to 16, 
2020. 

¶ This is the first week where all health units in southwestern Ontario, with the exception of 
Grey Bruce, reported rates exceeding 40 cases per 100,000 population. 

The term public health unit reported date in this document refers to the date local public health units 
were first notified of the case. 

Data corrections or updates can result in case records being removed and or updated from past reports. 
Thus comparisons of case counts by public health unit reported date may not align with daily change in 
cases publicly reported by the province for the same time period, which reflects the difference in 
cumulative counts between one day and the next.  

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance/covid-19-data-tool
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/epi/2020/covid-19-daily-epi-summary-report.pdf?la=en
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Cases Over Time 

Figure 1. Confirmed cases of COVID-19 by likely source of acquisition and public health unit 
reported week: Ontario 

Note: Include cases with reported dates ranging from week 4 (January 19 and 25, 2020) to week 52 (December 20 
and 26, 2020). See Table 1A in Appendix A for a list of the weeks and corresponding start and end dates.  
Data Source: CCM plus 

  



 

COVID-19 in Ontario: Focus on December 20, 2020 to December 26, 2020 3 

 

Figure 2. Confirmed cases of COVID-19 by likely source of acquisition and approximation of 
symptom onset week: Ontario 

Note: Not all cases have an episode date. Cases without an episode date are not included in the figure. The 
definition for how episode date is defined is available in the technical notes. Include cases with episode dates 
ranging from week 4 (January 19 and 25, 2020) to week 52 (December 20 and 26, 2020). See Table 1A in Appendix 
A for a list of the weeks and corresponding start and end dates.  
Data Source: CCM plus 
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Case Characteristics 

Table 1. Summary of confirmed cases of COVID-19 by public health unit reported date: 
Ontario 

BBlank cell 

Reported week 51  

(December 13 to 
19) 

Reported week 52 

(December 20 to 
26) 

Cumulative 
case count 

up to 

December 26 

Cumulative 
rate per 
100,000 

population 

Total number of cases 15,706 15,420 173,241  1,165.5  

Gender: Male 7,817 7,428 84,906  1,160.0  

Gender: Female 7,762 7,858 87,259  1,156.5  

Ages: 19 and under 2,331 2,135 22,343  712.4  

Ages: 20-39 5,725 5,464 63,201  1,520.6  

Ages: 40-59 4,516 4,548 49,754  1,263.6  

Ages: 60-79 2,187 2,306 24,940  844.0  

Ages: 80 and over 937 959 12,969  1,909.3  

Number resolved N/A N/A 153,638 N/A 

Note: Not all cases have an age or gender reported.  
Interpret information for the most recent week with caution due to reporting lags. 
Data Source: CCM plus 
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Figure 3. Percentage of confirmed cases of COVID-19 by gender and public health unit 
reported week: Ontario 

Note:  Not all cases have a gender reported. The denominator for calculating weekly percentages includes all 
cases. Only weeks with more than 10 cases by public health unit reporting date are included (starting in week 9).  
Include cases with reported dates ranging from Week 9 (February 23 and 29, 2020) to week 52 (December 20 and 
26, 2020). See Table 1A in Appendix A for a list of the weeks and corresponding start and end dates. 
Data Source: CCM plus 
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Figure 4a. Rate of confirmed cases of COVID-19 per 100,000 population by age group and 
public health unit reported week: Ontario 

Note: Not all cases have an age reported. Only weeks with more than 10 cases by public health unit reporting date 
are included (starting in week 9). Include cases with reported dates ranging from week 9 (February 23 and 29, 
2020) to week 52 (December 20 and 26, 2020). See Table 1A in Appendix A for a list of the weeks and 
corresponding start and end dates. 
Data Source: CCM plus 
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Figure 4b. Percentage of confirmed cases of COVID-19 by age group and public health unit 
reported week: Ontario 

Note: Only weeks with more than 10 cases by public health unit reporting date are included (starting in week 9). 
Include cases with reported dates ranging from week 9 (February 23 and 29, 2020) to week 52 (December 20 and 
26, 2020). See Table 1A in Appendix A for a list of the weeks and corresponding start and end dates. 
Data Source: CCM plus 
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Deaths 

Figure 5. Deaths among confirmed cases of COVID-19 by week of death: Ontario 

Note: Cases without a death date are not included in the figure. Include cases with date of death ranging from 
week 4 (January 19 and 25, 2020) to week 52 (December 20 and 26, 2020). See Table 1A in Appendix A for a list of 
the weeks and corresponding start and end dates. 
Data Source: CCM plus 
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Table 2. Summary of deaths among confirmed cases of COVID-19 by public health unit 
reported week: Ontario 

Deaths 

Reported week 51 

(December 13 to 
19) 

Reported week 52 

(December 20 to 
26) 

Cumulative 
case count up 

to December 26 

Cumulative 
rate per 
100,000 

population 

Number of deaths 154 51  4,472  30.1 

Gender: Male 82 28  2,114  28.9 

Gender: Female 70 22  2,320  30.7 

Ages: 19 and under 0 0  1  0.0 

Ages: 20-39 1 1  18  0.4 

Ages: 40-59 7 2  175  4.4 

Ages: 60-79 43 12  1,186  40.1 

Ages: 80 and over 103 35  3,091  455.1 

Note: Age and gender may not be reported for all cases. Reported week is the week the case was reported to the 
public health unit. This is different than the άǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ CƛƎǳǊŜ р ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ the case 
was reported to have a ΨCŀǘŀƭΩ outcome. 
Interpret information for the most recent week with caution due to reporting lags. 
Data Source: CCM plus 
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Exposure 

Table 3. Confirmed cases of COVID-19 by likely source of acquisition and public health unit 
reported week: Ontario 

 

Reported 
week 51 

(December 
13 to 19) 

Percentage 

Reported 
week 52 

(December 
20 to 26) 

Percentage 

Cumulative 
case count 

up to 
December 

26 

Cumulative 
percentage 

Travel  82  0.5% 77  0.5%  3,957  2.3% 

Outbreak-associated 
or close contact of a 
confirmed case 

 8,654  55.1% 7,649  49.6%  106,604  61.5% 

Epidemiological link 
ς type unspecified 

 21  0.1% 0  0.0%  292  0.2% 

No known 
epidemiological link 

 2,852  18.2% 2,566  16.6%  33,425  19.3% 

Information missing 
or unknown 

 4,097  26.1% 5,128  33.3%  28,963  16.7% 

Total  15,706   15,420    173,241   

Note: Information for how cases are grouped within each category is available in the technical notes. 

Interpret information for the most recent week with caution due to reporting lags.  
Data Source: CCM plus. 
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Sub-populations of interest 

Table 4. Summary of cases of COVID-19 among health care workers: Ontario 

Health care workers 

Reported week 51 

(December 13 to 
19) 

Reported week 52 

(December 20 to 26) 

Cumulative case count 
up to December 26 

Number of cases 765 774  12,828  

Ever hospitalized 8 7  306  

Ever in ICU 1 3  69  

Note: Interpret information for the most recent week with caution due to reporting lags. 

Data Source: CCM plus 

Table 5. Summary of cases of COVID-19 associated with long-term care home outbreaks: 
Ontario 

Long-term care home 
associated cases 

Reported week 51 

(December 13 to 
19) 

Reported week 52 

(December 20 to 
26) 

Cumulative case 
count up to 

December 26 

Residents 684 636  10,707  

Deaths among residents 82 16  2,738  

Health care workers 223 205  4,238  

Deaths among health care 
workers 

0 0  8  

Note: Information on how long-term care home residents and health care workers are identified is available in the 
technical notes. Interpret information for the most recent week with caution due to reporting lags. 
Data Source: CCM plus 
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Table 6: Summary of cases of COVID-19 among school aged children by age group: Ontario 

 

Reported week 51 

(December 13 to 
19) 

Reported week 52 

(December 20 to 
26) 

Cumulative case 
count from August 
30 up to December 

26 

Ages: 4-8 445 372 3,586 

Ages: 9-13 591 536 4,994 

Ages: 14-17 601 545 4,872 

Note: Interpret information for the most recent week with caution due to reporting lags. Includes all confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 for specified ages, regardless of school attendance. Cumulative counts include cases of COVID-
19 reported starting week 36 (August 30 to September 5, 2020). 
Data Source: CCM plus 
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Figure 6. Rate and number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 for each quintile of 
neighbourhood diversity: Ontario, week 51 (December 13 to 19, 2020) and week 52 
(December 20 to 26, 2020).  

 

Note: Neighbourhood diversity is measured using the ethnic concentration dimension of the Ontario 
Marginalization Index. The ethnic concentration dimension is based on the proportion of non-white and non-
Indigenous residents and/or the proportion of immigrants that arrived in Canada within the past five years. 
Data Source: CCM plus, Ontario Marginalization Index 
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Figure 7. Rate and number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 for each quintile of 
neighbourhood deprivation: Ontario, week 51 (December 13 to 19, 2020) and week 52 
(December 20 to 26, 2020). 

 

Note: Neighbourhood deprivation is measured using the material deprivation dimension of the Ontario 
Marginalization Index. The material deprivation dimension uses Canadian census data on income, quality of 
housing, educational attainment and family structure characteristics to assess the ability of individuals and 
communities to access and attain basic material needs. 
Data Source: CCM plus, Ontario Marginalization Index 
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Geography 

Figure 8. Percentage of COVID-19 cases by geographic region and public health unit reported 
week: Ontario 

Note: Only weeks with more than 10 cases by public health unit reporting date are included (starting in week 9). 
Include cases with reported dates ranging from week 9 (February 23 and 29, 2020) to week 52 (December 20 and 
26, 2020). Table 2A in Appendix A has a listing of public health units by region. 
Data Source: CCM plus 
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Figure 9. Rate of confirmed cases of COVID-19 in public health reported week 52 (December 
20 to 26, 2020) by public health unit: Ontario 

Note: The provincial rate of confirmed cases of COVID-19 reported in week 52 was 103.7 cases per 100,000 
population. 
Data Source: CCM plus 

  


























