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REGIONAL DIRECTOR'S APPROVAL STATEMENT

~ This Interim Management Statement wili provide interim direction for the management of
Waubaushene Beaches Provincial Nature Reserve until a comprehensive Park
Management Plan is prepared.

This Statement will provide the basis for the subsequent preparaﬂon of the Park
Management Plan.

1 am pleased to approve this Interim Management Statement for Waubaushene Beaches
Provincial Nature Reserve.

OM

D. Johns
Regional Director
Southern Region




BACKGROUND INFORMATION

NAME:
PROVINCIAL PARK

WAUBAUSHENE BEACHES

Regional Setting Map
Scale 1:125,000

Proposed Class: Nature Reserve

M.N.R.Parks Zone:  Midhurst

M.N.R. Region:

Southern Region

Land:
‘Water:

Total
A:ea(ha): il

Site Region: ~ 6E

Site District: = 6-6

Date In Regulation: ~Reg. 245/69

1. Life Science Representation

site type/landscape unit

feature

-Nipissing Shorebluff System
-Post-Nipissing Foreshore Sand Plain and
Embayments

-Post-Nipissing Foreshore Plain Depression ‘

-Post-Nipissing Foreshore Sand Plain

-Shorebluff slope and rim terrace complex
-Successional pasture and meadow spp.

-Shorebluff and embayment complex
~-Fen meadow, scrub and grove spp.

-Lagoonal depression
~Cedar-willow-dogwood grove

-Fescue-dominated meadow
-Early successional groves and thickets

-Backslope Enpondment Basin -Pond to shore meadow
-Wetland aquatic, meadow, scrub fringe and forest fringe
-Disturbed Backslope -Open barrens, disturbed forb meadows, dogwbod scrublands
2. Earth Science Representation
geological theme feature
-Glacial Lake Algonquin " -Shoreline, raised beaches

-Post-glacial Lake Nipissing

-Shorebluffs, terrace plain




3. Cultural Resources Represenation

theme

theme segment.

Early Historic Huron,
circa 1600 - 1620

Waubaushene Beach Ridge Site.
An ancient native village with middens.

~ 4, Recreation Opportunities

day use car camping wilderness/back country
hiking, viewing N/A N/A
INVENTORIES
Jpe earth sci / life sci cultural recreational
level science e science » other
reconnm:ssance 1983
completion date
detailed
completion date
Historical and
required? detailed Archaeological
reconnaissance
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Major Landmarks and Boundaries of Waubaushene Beaches
Provincial Nature Reserve

study area boundary
county road and highway
unpéved access road

established footpath

major shorebluff crest

'

landform depression (grave! extraction pit, blowout)
building '

former building foundation

empondment basin

railway track

shoreline -

fence

spring water well
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MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

L Land Tenure

TheCrownpresenﬁyownsatotalof&heciareswhlchWasregdated under
the Provincial Parks Act in 1969 as Waubaushene Beaches Provinclal Nature
Reserve (Ont. Reg. 245/69).

moommendedthattheparkrstalnbslatus

Provincial Nature Reserve
as a Nature Reserve class provinclal park.

Bell Canada has guying anchors situated on park property for two angie poles
located along the north side of Highway 12 between the west entrance to
Waubaushene and Neekawanis Road (Lot 10, Concession 10, Tay Township).

Guideline:
' The present permission for Bell Canada will continue.

Nam:g_ﬁgsgmstatesmattheshorellnefeatumassodat withthepatk
Include a moderate 1.5 metre post-Nipissing bluff which Is referred to as the
Waubaushene stage. This stage is located Just outside the northern boundary
dﬂnpark,ardhpos@bﬁkydaoqulﬂngapodondthlslwdﬂnddbo
considered.

Guideline:
Acquisition of a portion of the Waubaushene stage will be considered in
the park management plan review.
. Bxdsting Development
Eﬁstlngdalesltmited to an established footpath.

The existing facilities will not be maintained on a regular basis. .

..J5
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Proposed Development

Future development may include a limited number of parking spaces, :
washrooms and a small picnic site off Highway No. 12 near the south comer of
the park. Future development may also include a formal trall system with
interpretive panels. 4

Guidelines:

Further development (exdmxngmosé related to public health and
safety) will not be undertaken prior to completion of a park management
plan. ‘

A trail plan should be completed prior to preparation of a park
management plan.

Recreation Activities
No visitation figures are recorded.

While there are no access or interpretive facilities present, incidental use
currently occurs from a neighbouring religious camp and common-use well
site for viewing purposes. lllicit picnics and "partying” occur within the
northwest area of the park in the cedar grove and in the former gravel pit
(sand blowout). There Is the occasional misuse of the foot tralls by mountain
bikes, trail bikes, all-terrain vehicles and showmobilles, particularly in the - -
vicinity of the two gravel pits and along the crest and face of the shorebiuff.

Guidelines:
Steps which may be taken to exclude inappropriate, destructive uses
include the following: ‘

a) lncreasavlglanoepatrolaaboutﬂwarea by O.P.P., Ministry staff
and/or local cooperative residents ("Park Watch"),

b) sign the area adequately indicating permitted and excluded uses, with
consideration for educational messages about protection objective and

the areas significance and sensitivity,

¢) establish fencing systems around those points which suffer from
chronic vandalism or which allow inappropriate intruders access (e.g. at
the well site). ; ‘




Guideline:
No commercial activities will be permitted.

- Vil. - Native interests
An anclent native village site exists in the park which may be of local interest.
Guideline:

Local native communities wil be consulted during the park management
planning process and prior to any archaeological studies or inventories
of the site.

VIl Natural Resources
The display of the various shorebluffs is greatly enhanced by the curent open
meadow vegetation in its central portions. However, successional trends here
are towards increased forb, scrub and grove cover which will steadlly obscure
the contours of the shorebluffs and terraces. Vegetation management to'
maintain the present open caver may be desirable for any future interpretation

of the natural features and maintenance of the scenic views, at least in the
central portions of the shorebluff complex. ‘

Guidelines:

Vegetation management may be utilized to maintain the desired scenic
views. The use of broadleaf herbicides will not be considered. Those
forested and successional grove portions already existing at the
southern and northern portions of the complex should be retained to
ilustrate the range of successional communities, and hence should not
be so managed.

Avegetationmanagemomuanshoddbeprepamdhadvaneedany
actual management activities.

Thesntaﬂgravdphcmknomebasedmempisslngbluﬂmmmbllzed
to some extent by natural regeneration.

Guideline: ‘ ‘
Thephfaushoddbenmnoredoverﬁmetodetermlnewhetherw

stabllization and rehabilitation are required, as part of a vegetation
- management plan.
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Natural Resources (continued)

The biuffs are cut into unconsolidated material and are susceptible to siumping
andgwylngprocesseslfmeveget_auveowerisdlsturbed.'

Guideline:

Subject to future approved development supported by a trail plan and
park management plan, a set of stairs and/or a side slope trall down
this slope may be carefully designed and located to direct foot traffic.

The low relief post-Nipissing ridges below the main Niplssing biuff are
composed of fine-grained sands and are open to erosion at the present time,
wnhswerd_blowmmlnvarmstagesddevdoptm

Guideline:

This site should be carefully monitored and possibly temporarity fenced
oﬁtoprevemﬁmhererosionandencouragenﬁurdorasslsted
revegetation.

As a scientific and Iinterpretive site, Waubaushene Beaches ranks highly on a
provinclal scale. This site was identified as a provinclally significant site in a
study on raised beaches of southermn Ontario. The open pasture surface of the
property enhances the visibllity of the shoreline features. Also, the uplift curves
of glaclal Lake Algonquin are based on the elevation of the shorelines in
Waubaushene Beaches, and are even more critical in the extension of these -
curves to Northem Ontario. Recent studies indicate that a hinge zone for
NgonqmnshotdmeomyeadethmeheaddGeorgianBay,mmhmdm
the sclentific value of this site.

Guidelines:

lmdmesuewmmbeundemkenummmpleﬂond
a park management plan.

Thisskocoddsefveasadatumpotmforalong-tmmonkoﬂng
program of post-glacial uplift.

Adetaledearthsdeme!mentoryshoddbeundaﬂakenpﬂoftoﬂw
preparation of a park management plan.
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Nm;dnmnas(eam:ad).

Waubaus—hene Beaches has been subjected to considerable disturbance In the
form of forest clearing, grazing, sand and gravel extraction and the use of
motorized recreation vehicles (snowmobiles all-terrain vehicles and
motorbikes).

Guideline:

All of the above activities should be posted and banned In the Nature
 Reserve, with the possible exception of some vegetation management.

Cultural Resources

A one to two hectare archaeological site, known as the Waubaushene Beach

Ridge Stte, is located within the boundary of the Nature Reserve. The site is

situated along the Algonquin beach terrace below the major promontory of the
area. Thasltehadbwnploughedandommlddanwassﬂglﬁydlsturbedby

pot hunting and fence construction (pre-1979).

Initial research in 1979 Identlﬂed three midden deposits, but this might not
indicate the complete site area. A large portion of the site, which was not
extensively tested, extends beyond the Nature Reserve boundary . The site
was tentatively placed in early Historic Huron, circa 1600-1620.

Guidelines:

memmmmwmmmnmepmmu
the site. .

Historical and archaeological inventories are required, prior to
completion of a park management plan, in consultation with the Ministry
of Culture and Communications and local native communities.

" The site will be protected from disturbance.

Cllent Services
In the foreseeable future, no additional facliities will be provided.



X Clent Services (continued)
Information

Baslckﬂormaﬂonabmnmapammmmphotmm&mapsandtMWas, ‘
pmduoadhmafonnasonedasedesfrommepublleaﬁonﬁmmﬁd .

Basic Information about the park may be updated and reproduced as
required.

Education
Guideline:
Prospective visitors may be made aware of the vulnerability of the
Nature Reserve'’s resources to damage from inappropriate uses In any
publications and/or signs produced for the park.

Interpretation
Guideline:
An Interpretive program Is not required at this time. The need for, and
type of interpretive program will be determined during the park '

. Research

Guidelines:

The following studies should be conducted as priorities and funding
permits:

- earth sclence
- cultural/historical /archaeological
- faunal :

Thlss’keeoddsemasaMumpolmfofalongtennmonm
. program of post-glaclal uplift (e.g. through university research).
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Marketing
Guideline:

There are no plans In the near future to promote use of the Nature
Reserve apart from general information provided to the public regarding -
provincial nature reserves.

Reserve. Don of Parks. Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.oronto
Ontario, 1977.

MacDonald ID -ma

- Central Reglon Parks, Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources, Richmond Hsll Ontarto 1983.

Richmond hill Omario 1983 '

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. Huronia District Land Use Guidelines.
Midhurst, Ontario, 1983.

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. ; jal Na
Parks and Recreational Areas Branch, Toronto, 1981




