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Approval Statement 

November 1988 

We are pleased to approve the Sharbot Lake Provincial Park Management Plan as official policy for the 
management and development of this park. The plan reflects the ministry's intent to protect the natural 
and cultural features of Sharbot Lake and to maintain high quality opportunities for outdoor recreation 
and heritage appreciation for residents of Ontario and visitors to the province. 

~~~~ 
Norm R. Richards
 
Director, Parks and
 

Eastern Region Recreational Areas Branch
 

J R. Oatway 
egional Director 
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Figure 1 Regional Context 
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Introduction 

SharbotLake ProvincialPark, established 
in 1958,covers68.85 hectares (ha) of 
picturesque CanadianShieldcountry in the 
Township of Olden in the County of 
Frontenac. The park fronts BlackLake 
and SharbotLake. These lakesprovidea 
varietyof experiences and challenges for 
the park user. Black Lake is small,quiet 
and shelteredwhile SharbotLake is large, 
deep and windy. Views to both Sharbot 
and Black lakes are affordedby the high 
ridgebetween them. The ridge area 
containslife and earth science features of 
local significance. 

The closestcommunity is the Village of 
SharbotLake on Highway38. See figure 
1. Thepark: is withina two hour driveof 
Ottawa,Peterborough and Kingston. 21 

The park offersopportunity to enjoy 
recreational activitieson land or water and 
to relax in a quiet natural setting. 

Camping is the foremostactivityenjoyed 
at the park. Thereare four campgrounds 
with 185sites providingcampingfor tents, 
trailersand motorhomes. Thirty 
campsitesare equippedwith electrical 
outlets. 21 

Facilitiesprovidedfor the public, shownin 
figure2, include: a comfort station with 
laundry and showers, vault privies, 
beaches withchange houses, a smallday 
use area withplay structures,a picnic 
shelter,a woodlot, an amphitheatre, docks, 
a trailer sanitary station,boat launches and 
an office/gatehouse?l 

There are no facilities for group camping 
due to a lack of availablespace. 21 

The majority of park usersare campers 
from southeastern Ontario. 

In 1984and 1985, the average length of 
stay was2.7 days, increasingto 2.8 in 
1986. Campground occupancy in July 
and Augusthas increasedfrom46% in 
1981 to a stable 56% in 1984, 1985 
and 1986. 17.18.19,20 
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Low day use has resultedin limiting the 
area designated for this activityand 
combiningfacilities for both day usersand 
campers. Silver Lake ProvincialPark, 
locatedon Highway7 fifteen minuteseast 
of the park, has a naturalsandy beachthat 
attractsmost of the day usersfrom the 
surrounding population centres. 21 

Although SharbotLake Provincial Park 
falls within the Ministry of Natural 
Resources(MNR) TweedDistrict, 
administration of the park is handled by 
the area parks supervisor through the 
MNR's CarletonPlace DistrictOffice. 

Issues 
Gypsy moth,Lymantria dispar larvae 
defoliated246,000ha of easternOntario in 
1985,includingparts of the park.3·14 The 
ministrydecidedto protectportions of 
Crown land againstgypsymoth infestation 
with aerial sprayingof a biological 
insecticide: Bacillusthuringiensis, a 
bacteria that is lethal to only the 
caterpillarswhicheat it. 

Parts of someprovincial parks and other 
Crown landareas were sprayedin 1985, 
1986and 1987. The objectives of the 
control program arc to provide foliage 
protection, to reducegypsy moth 
populationin campground areas, to 
preventstressand tree mortality from 
defoliation, and to minimizethe long 
distancespreadof gypsymoth by 
recreationalvehiclescarrying the insect's 
eggs, larvae and pupae. 



Park Policies 

Classification 
SharbotLake ProvincialPark is classified 
as a RecreationPark. It providescamping 
and day use facilitieswith boating, 
swimmingand hikingopportunitiesin a 
naturalsetting. Highway 7 provideseasy 
access to the park for large nwnbers of 
southeastern Ontario residents. 

Goal 
The goal for SharbotLake ProvincialPark 
is to providea wide range of recreational 
opportunities within the capacity of the 
land and water base, to encourage the 
appreciationof its natural heritage and to 
contributeto tourismin the region. 

Objectives 
Individualprovincialparks in Ontario 
contributein their own way to the four 
overallobjectivesof protection,recreation, 
heritageappreciationand tourism.These 
provincialobjectivesand the way this park 
contributes to themare describedbelow. 

Protection 
• toprotect provincially significant 

elements of the natural and cultural 
landscape of Ontario. 

On a local scale, there are important 
geologicaland ecological features that will 
be protectedin the ridge area. They 
include metamorphosed volcanic rocks 
and a hardwoodforest. They will be 
managedfor protectionand appropriate 
interpretation. 21 

SharbotLake ProvincialPark does not 
containany provinciallysignificant 
elementsof Ontario's natural and cultural 
landscape. 21 

Recreation 
• to provideprovincial parkday useand 
facility basedcamping opportunities in 
an attractive setting. 

Opportunitiesfor swimming,picnicking 
and camping will be maintainedand 
promoted. SharbotLake ProvincialPark 
provides the followingrecreational 

opportunities: picnicking 12,677(25.9%) 
swimming8,574 (8.8%) camping 50,960 
(27.4%) (Shown in brackets is % of annual 
Tweed District supply.)25 

In the Tweed District the nwnber of annual 
picnickingand swimmingopportunities 
shouldbe increased to meet present and 
future demands. Sharbot Lake Provincial 
Park cannot contribute to these targets 
because it lacks new areas with swimming 
and picnickingpotential. 25 

The DiscoveryTrail will continue to 
provide users with educationaland 
recreational opportunities. 

Heritage Appreciation 
• to provideopportunitiesfor the 

exploration and appreciation ofthe 
outdoornaturaland culturalheritage of 
Ontario. 

There are two trails in the ridge area of the 
park: the DiscoveryTrail and the Ridge 
ViewTrail. The DiscoveryTrail promotes 
the understanding and appreciation of 
natural features. Interpretationof the 
ecology and geology will be provided 
through signs along the trail and pamphlets 
at Its start. The Ridge ViewTrail provides 
users with an opportunity to view the 
surroundingcountrysidefrom the west 
side of the portage area. 21 

Tourism 
• to provideOntario residents and visitors 
from outside the province with 
opportunities to discover and experience 
thedistinctive regions oftheprovince. 

The park's locationon the Trans-Canada 
Highway provideseasy access and its 
natural setting and facilities serve to draw 
local visitors and tourists. Local attractions 
such as the White Lake Fish Hatchery will 
be promoted.21 

The provisionof special events will be 
encouraged in order to attract local 
residents and tourists. 
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Boundary 
Approximately 14ha of Crown land east 
of the ridge between SharbotLake and 
Black Lake will be added to the park. 21 

This area. shown in figure 3, will provide 
new opportunities to explore and 
appreciatethe park's natural heritage. 

The 14ha area is described as part of 
BrokenLot 14,Concession 11 in the 
Township of Olden. 21 

Zoning 
Two zone designationsare used to guide 
the managementof the park: a 
development zone and a natural 
environment zone. Development is limited 
by the ridge south of Black Lake; this 
ridge marks the boundary between the two 
zones. See figure 3. All areas will be 
managedin accordancewith ministry 
management guidelinesfor the respective 
zone. 5 

Development Zone 
The primarypurposeof the development 
zone (44 ha) is to facilitate intensive 
developmentand recreationalactivities in 
areas where it can be sustained.This zone 
encompasses all existing development: 
day use and campgroundfacilities,park 
office/gatehouse, all existing roads, 
maintenance and service facilities, docks, 
beachesand comfort station. As shown in 
figure 3, this zone extends into the 
adjacent waters. 15 

This zone has reached its capacity for 
development and recreationaluse while 
maintaining an attractive setting. 

Natural En vironment Zone 
The primaryfunction of the natural 
environmentzone is the protectionand 
interpretation of the park's natural 
features. This zone constitutesall 
remainingland and waters (39 ha), 
including the 14 ha addition to the park. 
Developmenthere will be limited to trails, 
necessary signs and trail structures to 
support low-intensity day use recreational 

activities. IS This zone extends 91 minto 
adjacent waters, as shown in figure 3. 

Resource Management 
The park will be managed in accordance 
with the ministry's planning and 
managementguidelines for recreation class 

ks ISSill ' par. orne spec IC acuons to be 
undertakenare outined below. For more 
information on resource characteristicsand 
developmentcapability see the 
BackgroundInformationDocument 21 

Land-Corm 
Land-formmanagementwill aim to 
safeguardthe land-form heritage while 
accommodatingrecreation use. The 
developmentzone will require continuous 
protectionagainst erosion and campsite 
enlargement. Cuts into the sides of hills to 
create parking spaces, campsites, roadways 
and beaches will be naturalized by 
reducing the degree of slope, planting 
and/or structurallyreinforcing with 
retaining walls. The natural environment 
zone will be left to follow its natural 
progressionsubject to user safety. Steep 
sectionsof the trails require the 
constructionof stairs to prevent trail 
deterioration. 

Water 
Waterquality will be managed to ensure 
safe swimmingareas and drinking water. 
The quality of drinking water and water at 
the beaches is routinely sampled and 
checkedaccording to standard park 
operatingprocedures. 

Vegetation 
Vegetation will be managed to promote the 
appreciationof the natural flora, provide 
attractivesettings for recreationalactivities 
and ensure visitor safety in the park. 

Shrubs will be planted in the Beach Front 
and Maple Grove Campgrounds to help 
define campsiteboundaries and increase 
the bufferboth between individual 
campsitesand between the campsites and 
the highway. Pine and spruce trees will be 
planted along the highway to decrease 
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Figure 3 Zoning 
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the visual impactand the noise level of the 
highway. 

The abandoned beach area on Sharbot 
Lakeand theboat launchon BlackLake 
willberestoredto reflectoriginal 
conditions and naturalized by regrading 
and planting, 

In areasof high useand along trails 
herbicides maybeusedon poisonivy. The 
useof insecticides and fungicides will only 
beundertaken to controlseveredisease 
and insectinfestation affectingother 
vegetation, particularly ifadjacent 
property is threatened. Application of 
herbicides will follow ThePesticides Act 
and Regulations. 

Activevegetation management, such as the 
removal of hazardous trees, in the natural 
environment zone willbeminimalunless 
visitor safetyis threatened. 

Forestfires willbeextinguished in keeping 
withprovincial fire management policies 
andplans.l2 

The degreeto whichthe objectives (see 
page2) of the sprayprogramagainstgypsy 
moth havebeen met willbemonitored and 
evaluated in viewof any new control 
strategies whichmaybedeveloped by 
MNRfor the easternregion.Resultsof 
gypsy mothegg masssurveysby the 
Canadian ForestryService3 are as follows. 

1983: 86 egg massesper hectare 
1984: 1800egg masses per hectare 
1985: 2280 egg massesper hectare 
1986: 1306 egg masses per hectare 
1987: 706egg massesper hectare 

Parksstaff will monitorgypsymoth at the 
park and colIcctfield data on it as 
requested. 

Wildlife 
The objectiveof wildlifemanagement is to 
retain faunadiversity and habitat and to 
enhancewildlife viewingand interpretive 
opportunities keepingin mind the 
recreational objectives and the limitedsize 
of thepark. 

Huntingis not permittedin SharbotLake 
ProvincialPark. Trappingof nuisance 
animalswill beundertaken only as 
required. 

Fisheries 
The objectiveof fisheries management is 
to provideopportunities for recreational 
fishing while maintaining a healthyfish 
population. 

A fisheries management plan is required to 
establish proper lake trout management, to 
detailprotectivemanagement of spawning 
bedsand to controlfishingpressure. Until 
the plan is preparedfisheries management 
willbeguidedby the following. 

The park will continue to provide boat and 
pedestrian access to Sharbotand Black 
Lakes. 

BlackLakeand SharbotLake will 
continueto providevery popularsport 
fishing. Black Lake supportsbass, 
introduced yellowpickereland a varietyof 
pan fish species whileSharbotLake 
supportssmallmouth bass, yellowpickerel, 
northern pike and in the west basin, lake 
trout. The lake trout pofJulation is under 
stress from overfishing' 1 

Potentialtrout spawningareas withinthe 
park boundarywillbeprotectedfrom any 
disturbance or alteration. Shoreline 
development on SharbotLake willbe 
limitedto existingfacilities. 

The park will promotepublic awareness 
and appreciation of the fish species found 
in Sharbotand Blacklakesand how this 
fishery is managed and protected. 
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Operation 
Day to day operationof the rark is guided 
by the park operatingplan.2 In 
accordance with park management policy 
(pM 2.49), this plan provides information 
to park staff on such things as budget, 
maintenance schedulesand emergency 
servicesas well as direction for visitor 
services and marketing. 

The plan will beconsistentwith the 
OntarioProvincialParks Provincial 
OperatingStandardsI6 and will be 
reviewedannuallyand updatedas required. 

Visitor Services 
The visitorservicesgoal is to enhance the 
visitor's experiencein the park through a 
programof communications and limited 
self-userecreationaland interpretive 
facilities. 13 

Takingdirectionfrom this park 
managementplan and regional visitor 
services policiesI3 a visitor servicesplan 
will be prepared for the park. 

Information 
Park staff will provide informationto 
visitorsabout the Ontarioprovincialparks 
systemand will familiarize users with park 
facilitiesand local and regional attractions 
such as the MNR White Lake Fish 
Hatchery. 

Parkstaff will provide information to 
visitorson MNR's gypsy moth program 
and on ways they can help reduce the 
spreadof the moth. 

Interpretation 
The park's southernCanadianShield 
themesof geology,geomorphology and 
lake ecology will be interpretedthrough 
limited self-use facilitiesand services. 

These facilitiesand services include the 
DiscoveryTrail and trail guide, 
organizationof weekendeveningprograms 
and special events at the amphitheatreand 
a kiosk with interpretiveinformation. 

Portable displays for the kiosk will be 
developed to highlightthemesof the park 
and the surrounding area They will be 
exchangedwith displays from SilverLake 
Provincial Parle. 

Subject to park managementpolicies, 
surroundingcommunityschools and 
groups will be encouragedto use the park 
for outdooreducationalactivities. 
Resource informationwill bemade 
available to teachersand other group 
leaders. There will be no group camping 
facilitiesprovided. 

Recreation 
The major recreationalpursuits will 
continue to becamping,swimming, 
picnicking,boating and relaxation. 
Informal recreation,fishing, the play area 
and trails are also availablealthough there 
will be no organizedoutdoor recreation 
programsor activities. 

Marketing 
To increase use and improveservice to 
visitorsa marketingplan will beprepared. 
Camping is the major attractionof the park 
and will remain a top priorityfor 
marketing. Marketingwill focuson 
increasinguse duringspring, fall and 
midweekperiods. Educational and 
communitygroups will be encouragedto 
take advantageof the spring and fall 
seasons. 

Proposed Development 
The goal for Sharbot Lake ProvincialPark 
is to provide a wide range of recreational 
opportunities within the capacityof the 
land and water base, to encouragethe 
appreciationof its naturalheritageand to 
contribute to tourism in the region. While 
the park has reached its capacity for 
development, a numberof improvements 
in keeping with the park's goal are 
outlined below. They will proceed 
according to these guidelinesand 
appropriate site plans. Refer to figure4. 
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Figure 4 Proposed Development 
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Campground Improvements 
Plantingof shrubsand treeswill becarried 
out to providecampsites with increased 
privacyand buffer from the highway. The 
practiceof takingcampsitesout of 
circulation in order to re-establish buffers 
and groundcover will continue. 

Man-made cuts into the sides of hills will 
be reconstructed to a more naturalstate by 
regrading or they will be reinforced with 
retainingwalls. 

Campsites in the Beach Front Campground 
once usedas walk-insiteson BlackLake 
now havevehicularaccess. The 
abandoned road along the lakeshore will 
be upgraded and reopenedfor camperuse. 
Refer to figure4. 

Between24 and 30 existingcampsites will 
beprovidedwithelectrical servicein an 
area suited to this use. 

The parking lot beside the maintenance 
area will be used to accommodate Beach 
Front Campground users' additional cars. 

Trails 
The Discovery Trail will be extendedinto 
the proposedland addition following a 
reviewof geological and biological 
information for the area. 

Structures, such as stairs, will be built as 
requiredon the trails to ensure usersafety 
and prevent site deterioration. 

Implementation 
The following projects willbe undertaken 
on approval of the management plan. 
Projectscompleted will dependon 
Ministryof NaturalResources' priorities 
for capital funding. The management plan 
will be reviewedin 10 years or as the need 
arises over its 20 year term. 

Phase I 
Low cost projectsto be undertaken as soon 
as possible: 

• put 14 ha of Crownlandeast of the ridge 
section into regulation underthe 
ProvincialParks Act. 

• regradeor restructureman-made cuts into 
hills in the development areas. 

• preparevisitorservicesplan 
• preparefisheries management plan 
Phase II 
Highercost projectswith potentialfor 
generatingmorepark use: 

• improvecampsites throughshruband 
treeplanting for site privacy,delineation 
and as a visualand noisebufferalong the 
highway. 

• provideelectrical service to 24 to 30 
existingcampsites 

• designand install structuresfor 
pedestrian traffic in areas with potential 
and existingerosionproblems. 

• develop trail loopsoff the Discovery 
Trail. 

• restore to originalnaturalconditions the 
old boat launchon BlackLakeand the 
old beach on SharbotLake. 

• upgrade washroom facilities 
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Public Consultation 

Comments on the park's future 
management wereinvitedduring the 
management planning process. The 
preliminary management plan was made 
available to park users, localgovernments, 
adjacent landowners, localclubs and 
otherswithan interest in the management 
of thepark. The Background Information 
Document 21 wasalso availablefor review. 
Both the preliminary plan and the 
background documentwere availableat 
the parkand the districtoffice in Carleton 
Place. 

Therewas minimal response to the 
preliminary plan and no majorconcerns 
wereraised. Incorporating some minor 
changes and updating, this approved 
management plan confirmsthe park 
policies set out in the 1986preliminary 
plan. This 1988 plan willguide the 
management of SharbotLake Provincial 
Parkfor the next 20 years. 
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