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REGIONAL DIRECTOR'S APPROVAL STATEMENT

STEEL RIVER WATERWAY PROVINCIAL PARK

This revised Interim Management Statement will pro\ﬁde interim direction for the

management of the above Provincial Park until a comprehensive Park Management

Plan is prepared.

|
!

This statement will provide the basis for the subsquent preparation of the Park

Management Plan.

| am pleased to approve this Interim Management Staten‘)ent.
|

=

/M. S. Millar
A/Regional Director
North Central Region

Revised March 1991




BACKGROUND INFORMATION Date:  8.05.89
NAME: Steel River Scale = ‘l: 1,400,000
CLAISS: Waterway

M.N.R. DISTRICT:  Tefrace Bay

M.N.R. REGION: North Central
TOTAL LAND:
AREA(ha): 10,572 WATER:
SITE REGION: 3w
SITEDISTRICT: 4,5
DATE IN
REGULATION: May 8, 1989
LIFE SCIENCE REPRESENTATION TARGETS
site type/ landscape unit | species/communities

- esker complex; lacustrine valley train deposit;
shallow sandy till over Archean bedrock

- assoclated vegetation communities

EARTH SCIENCE REPRESENTATION

geological theme

feature

Timiskaming Interstadial

Island arcs basin

- valley train deposits In post-glacial spillway
- Wawa belt representation (cross section)

CULTURAL RESOURCE REPRESENTATION

theme

theme segment

Unknown

RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES

day use car camping wilderness/back country
N/A NA 5,625
INVENTORIES
levelitype reconnaissance/ detailed required?
completion date completion date
life science checksheet detalled Inventory
earth science | checksheet detalled inventory
cultural briet survey
recreational
other




STEEL RIVER |
WATERWAY PROVINCIAL PARK
INTERIM MANAGEMENT STATEMENT

i AND N

All land within the Park is Crown Land. The cottage locations on the
north shore of Santoy Lake are not included in the park.

Guideline:

No other forms of tenure exist within thé park

] LAND ISITION/DISPOSITIO
There is no patented land within the Park area.
Guideline;

|
Land acquisition/disposition will not be considered.

i

Il EXISTING/PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

|
Present development consists of approximately 19 portages and 20 campsites
situated along the waterway. Two forest access roads cross the system, with
the possibility of a third crossing in the future. Seven access points allow for
various trip lengths, with a choice of fast-water or slow-river travel, or lake travel.

ideline:

The MNR will maintain campsites and portages as funding
permits. The additional crossing between Steel Lake and
Cairngorm Lake, if deemed necessary, will be subject to
the Field Environmental Planning Procedure and
i Guidelines.
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IV RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES
The park presently recieves moderate use from canoeists and sport fishermen,
mainly during the May to September period. Present uses vary from lone
canoeists to groups fishing with power boats. There is some fly-in use of the
area by commercial outfitters. Two boat caches are located in the Steel Lake
area.
ideline:

A user survey/registration system will be developed at major
access points to monitor present use, and to provide
information for management planning strategies on items
suchas:

i) motorized recreational travel (powerboats) vs. wilderness
recreational activities (canoes).

i) boat caches

iii) can and bottle ban

iv) aircraft access

v) all terrain vehicle, snowmobile use

- Subject to appropriate legislation, existing recreational uses
will be permitted to continue. No new boat caches will be
permitted.
V COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES
TOURISM

Commercial tourism use presently consists of occasional air access/ pick-up
services for sport fishermen, hunters and canoe parties. There are no
commercial outpost camps or lodges within the park.

Guideline:

Fly-in use will continue to be permitted, subject to the Provincial

Parks Act and Regulations. Development such as outpost
camps will not be permitted.

2




IR IN

Parts of four commercial fur traplines and two trapline cabins are situated in the
park area. |

ideline:

Trapline cabins will be permitted to remain, pending completion of
a park management plan. No new trapline cabins will be
permitted in the park area. %

Trapping will be allowed to continue only for Status Indians
enjoying treaty rights. Otherwise it will be phased out by January
1, 2010 or when the trapper retires or dies, whichever is sooner.

Forestry, commercial fishing, mining and aggregate extraction will
not be permitted in the Park.

Other commercial activities will not be permitted.

Vi AT L R E

The Steel River Waterway Park encompasses a 2oom corridor along each side
of the Steel Lake and River system north of Santoy Lake, including Diablo Lake
on the south and Grehan Lake at the north boundary. This 160 km waterway
system has a combined land and water area of 10, 572 ha. and is a designated
Provincial canoe route with three separate published trips. A crown reserve, in
effect since 1976, has served to protect the shoreline of the river.

The Park offers backcountry recreational opportunitieis in an area of contrasting
landscapes and varying water features while providing protection for the
cultural and natural features of the waterway. !

NERAL R T AN ENT

Significant mineral/aggregate removals have not previously occurred
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within the park area.
Guideline:

Mineral exploration/extraction and aggregate extraction will
not be permitted in the park area.

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

Commercial timber harvesting has not occurred within the former
shoreline reserve, although two roads presently cross the water system
providing access to timber operating areas. :

ideline:

Commercial timber harvesting will not be permitted within
the park. Areas outside of the park, which if logged could
affect park values, will be identified and dealt with by Areas
of Concern during the reviews of timber operating and
annual plans.

An additional road crossing between Steel and Cairngorm
Lakes may be permitted to facilitate timber harvesting in the
area west of these lakes. Any roads within 400m of the park
boundary will have an individual strategy prepared to
address: the length of time that the road is needed; location
of the road; signage to prevent access to the park and action
to be taken when the road is no longer required. Industry co-
operation will be sought to reduce the noise impact from
logging operations on park visitors.

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

The park offers good to excellent sport fishing opportunities, and much of
the use recieved by the park is associated with this activity. The park
area contains several (mostly inactive) bait fish areas.

Guideline:

Both sport fishing and commercial bait fishing operations

4




wi

will continue to be permitted. Commercual fishing will not be
permitted.

IFE MANA NT

The park receives limited hunting pressure due mairily to its
inaccessibility.

vii

Guideline:

Hunting will be permitted within the park.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

The Steel River is believed to have been used as a minor supply/ fur-trading
route of the 1800's. One Indian burialsite has been documented. The canoe
route was first advertised by the Canadian Pacific Railway in the 1890's.

Vil

ideline: }
A detailed inventory of cultural resources will be undertaken
prior to completion of a Management Plan.
Any disturbance to potential and/or identified cultural
resources within the Park will be discouraged and
restrictions on activities on or near the sites will be
implemented if necessary.

LIENT SERVI

The only client service provided at the present tlme is the provision of canoe

route informational brochures.

Guideline:

Canoe route informational brochures will continue to be
made available to the public, as long as existing supplies

remain. If funds are available, existing brochures will be
updated and improved.




IX RESEARCH/INVENTORIES
i ine:

Detailed earth/life science and cultural resource inventories

will be conducted prior to completion of a Management
Plan.

REFERENCE RCE

O.M.N.R. 1983. Terrace Bay District Land Use Guidelines.




k]¢

3 .
/ ,///IM, N /_,/Y
W Ry M , S A -
L
! (DVAU 73
SR 1T
e S

g /v

LEAAN ,
- AR AR Gl
| //f» a‘v ///. .
i\ >
gt L

, CANY N, o e
/VIW ., A N/,/u fﬁ,\o o ._,/ ﬂn et ,Af/
e Mo S )

N N ,, \ S VO ...Lﬂ 1
‘w .NC e~ N N .ﬂfujdlfkw :%,ﬂ,//\v\A)J/JMW/C«YX&WM\h yv@
RN K e ) S n/u\av,/ AL O W @) B \

&N Nl R
. R

)i

,
N -

—i_ _Aunes

N O &N
g 2 NN oS i

< - .
O My TN € WS SN S
- ,\;V,,F/.wf/ﬂ//m, \W\/ Wﬁwm;w?w/%%

Lal
AT P 2 - N 3 ) —
S BN \)J\Kwn_vn_wwya 59 N\ i
(S X w o ,/. R A @J\\l// \ \UJN\AM/NUW.»M ».«/MMWNV 2
, , > 5 e SN AN I &

o

Ry \ n., N
. Q/< ,J m
. /V/L«

\

)
o
\
[ -

1

P

.F,,;. (¢

S

SNBSS § (S ez =y

I y 3 ‘.Crhﬂ/ o= ot - arlb.}/r\v..\iu.nnn,f., RS \&gu\ﬁtﬁ o
SRR U/igs.sm%ﬁ\ LT TTRIX O 0 AT
£ P . : o\ ~

g )yl Ly B S S

W;W S0 S 0@@%@# \

CTEINESSE T AENET ) L5 ®)
~ - |\% el {1703 N (L < Q.
S NS Aeattay 2. ~\\e [0F f

NE e

\ Kilometres 5

1..'(11‘11\} N
ook






