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Approval Statement

| am pleased to approve this Interim
Management Statement for West Sandy island
Provincial Nature Reserve.

This interim management statement will
provide direction for the management of West
Sandy Island Provincial Nature Reserve and it
provide the basis for ongeoing monioring of
activities affecting the park. Should complex
issues arise requiring additional studies, more
defined management direction, or special
protection measures, a more detailed park
management plan will be prepared with full
public consuitation.

The public was widely consuited during the
preparation and review of this Statement.

The park wiil be managed under the
jurisdiction of the Superintendent of French
River Provincial Park.

T A5

Tom Stott
Algoma Zone Manager, Ontario Parks
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Targets

Background Information
i :

West Sandy Island Provincial Nature Reserve

Northem Deciduous Evergreen Forest/SE-5

{ Central Region/North Bay District/Nipissing Area

266

{ December 1994

1. Upland Forest
normalfrock/dry
normal/sand/dry

warmer/sand/dry
normal/sand/dry

nomalfsand/dry

2. Wetland
narmalioamiwet

warmer/rock/dry

4. Upland Beach
warmerfsand/dry

Earth Science Representation:

Life Science Representation:

normalioamivery wet
narmat/organicivery wet
normatloamivery wet to open water

3. Upiland Open Barren

Recreation Opportunities:

normatloamssaturated to apen water

Cultural Resources Representation:

no research as of this date; no known earth science significance

coniferous forest- white pine (Pinus strobus)  red pine (Pinus resinosa} ! rock
mixed forest- red pine / aspen {(Populus tremuloides) / white birch (Betula
papyrifers)

coniferoys forest- red pine

mixed forest- red maple (Acer rubrum) / red pine / white pine / red oak (Quercus
rubra) / aspen

mixed forest- aspen/red pine f red maple

lowland deciducus swamp- sitver maple (Acer saccharinum} / red mapie / green
ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica)

lowland swamp- mountain-holly (Nemoparnthus mucronatus) / green ash

lowland meadow (fen)- leathereaf (Chamaedaphne) / sweet gale (Myrica gale L.)
lowtand marsh- cat-tail (Typha latifolia) / willow (Salix} / meadowsweet (Spiraea
alba var. latifolia)

lowiand deciducus (marsh)- red mapte f canada blue-joint (Calamagrostis
canadensis)

upland rock- lichen / rock

beach- sand / scattered trees / shrubs

no research as of this date; no decumented culturat heritage values,
but has moderate to high archaeological potenttal given its location

no specific studies; but generally will accommodate: wildlife viewing; walking; and
snowshoeing

needed

checklist 1991 needed needed
site region report

needed

needed

Héqumementp

theme study

site district report

(1)




Values to be Protected

West Sandy Istand Provincial Nature Reserve is
located at the entrance to the French River in site
district 5E-5. Sandy Island is an east-west trending
island just north of Lake Nipissing's south shore in
Bertram Township. The park totals 266 hectares of
land on the west side of Sandy Island (Figure 1).
An additional 233 hectares is patented land on the
eastern portion of the island.

The lIsland is characterized by a relatively flat plain
of sand and gravel which almost completely covers
the bedrock. The sand and gravel deposits were
originally deposited in glacial rivers. They were
subsequently modified by wave action during their
submergence in high lake levels of Lake Nipissing
following the retreat of the Ice Age glaciers over
10,000 years ageo. Through a combination of
lowering lake levels and continued rising of the
basin because of postglacial rebound, the Island
emerged from beneath the waters of Lake
Nipissing only a few thousand years ago.
Accumulation of organic deposits has occurred in

. shallow depressions since that time.

The upland forests range from near pure stands of
red pine to mixed stands of aspen, white pine, and
white birch. An old red pine stand near the eastern
boundary is the best example of red pine inthe
site district and is, therefore, considered to be
provincially significant. The presence of relic
shoreline flora; tall cord grass (Spartina pectinata)
is regionally and perhaps provincially significant.
The park also has remnant deposits of the upper
beaches of glacial Lake Algonquin. Another
regionally significant species found in an open-
water bullrush and sweet gale marsh include
Farwell's milfoil (Myriophylium farwellii},

The area is also important for its extensive
wetlands. Silver maple and green ash swamps
account for approximately 25 percent of the park.
Many of the larger maple trees are in excess of 130
years. Additionally, significant features include
open water marshes and fens.

The intent of this statement is to protect these
values by establishing management guidelines for
existing and permitted uses in the park.-

Management Guidelines
Land Tenure

West Sandy Island Provincial Nature Reserve
consists entirely of Crown land. Private land abuts
the park along its entire eastern boundary and
parts of its southern boundary. The boundary
between Crown and private land to the east has
been surveyed, cut and posted with no
trespassing signs. A tourist lodge and eight
individual private cottage lots occur along the
southern boundary of the park. The eastern half of
the island shore contains several cottages and one
tourist lodge. Currently, these surrounding private
land uses are compatible with the objectives of
West Sandy Island Provincial Nature Reserve.
Planning authorities are encouraged to ensure
natural heritage values within the park are
considered and protected in planning decisions
on private land.

Ontario Parks and the MNR will work with private
landowners to mark the southern park boundary in
a manner that is effective, cost efficient, and
acceptable to all parties. In most cases, this will
consist of a compass line survey and posting no
trespassing symbols.

Any unauthorized occupations of lands within the
park will be managed following approved policy.
Unothorized structures will be removed at the
owner's expense.

Existing/Proposed Development

There are no existing structural facilities in the park.
A number of trails and an east-west bush road
provide internal access (Figure 1). These pre-date
the park.

The bush road will be aliowed to continue as a non-
contorming use, Ontario Parks will not maintain it.
This bush road will not be altered without prior
approval from the French River Provincial Park
Superintendent. New development {e.g.
campsites, trails, roads, boat docks, privies and
commercial facilities) is not permitted.

Existing unplanned camping sites will be posted
for day-use only, no camping, and no campfires.
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Figure 1: West Sandy

1d Provincial Nature Reserve
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Recreational Activities

Recreational uses such as walking, wildlife viewing,
and photography are not currently managed and
will continue. Sport hunting and trapping are not
permitted within the park. Off-shore waterfowl
hunting is a popular activity and is not affected by
this restriction. Sport fishing is permitted within
nature reserve class parks; however, opportunities
are limited due to a lack of watercourses and lakes
within the boundaries of West Sandy Island
Provincial Nature Reserve.

Mechanized travel is permitted as a non-
conforming use on the existing east-west bush
road within the park for fire protection purposes
and for access to cottages. Mechanized travel will
not be permitted in the rest of the park. Other
‘trails’ will be allowed to naturally revegetate.

Camping and campfires are not permitted within
West Sandy Island Provincial Nature Reserve.

Commercial Activities

Commercial uses are not permitted (e.g., trapping,
bait fishing, mineral resources exploration /
development, forestry, etc.). The park will not be
part of the bear management area of the local
commercial outfitter. The park will be excluded
from the registered trapline should management
by non-status Natives be proposed.

Indigenous Interests

At the time of publication, there were no land
claims conceming park management. West Sandy
Island, however, lies within the Nipissing and Dokis
First Nations' areas of interest. Treaty and
Aboriginal rights will continue to be respected.
There is currently one trapline running through the
park which is managed by a Native. Should
management be transterred by the current trapper
to a non-status Indian, the trapline will be removed
from the park at the time of transfer.

Natural Resource Stewardship

a. Vegetation Management

Given the small area on the Island and private
interests, forest fires will be suppressed in
accordance with the fire operations plan for the
East Fire Region. Fire suppression will consist ot
fire management activities which are compatible, to
the greatest extent possible, with the parks'
protection objective. A fire management
partnership may be established with adjacent
landowners to help deal with fire issues. This may
inciude inventorying existing equipment held in
private ownership. A fire management plan wiil be
developed to outline priorities in: fire response;
fire reporting procedures; emergency evacuation;
and fire prevention.

Programs may be developed to control forest
insects and diseases in the park where these
threaten significant heritage or aesthetic values or
where they are non-native to the area. Where
control is desirabie, it will be directed as narrowly as
possible 10 the specific insect or disease.
Biological control will be used wherever possible.

Commercial forestry operations are not permitted.
b. Fish and Wildlife Management

Fisheries and wildlife will continue to be managed
using existing policies and reguiations for the area.

Cultural Resources Stewardship

Ontario Parks will work with other government
agencies to identify archaeological sites which
should be protected. Field surveys are reqguired to
more adequately manage and protect sites. To
date, there has been no assessment of cultural
resources. The potential for cultural resources is
high given the Island location. Historically, the
Island was a natural stopover for Native peoples,
early explorers, and voyageurs who used the
French River and surrounding travel routes.
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Heritage Education

Heritage education will address inquiries by
providing information concerning access, heritage
appreciation, and park boundaries. Information that
is given out will convey the message that visitors
have a responsibility to help protect the park and to
respect the rights of private property owners
adjacent to the park. A ‘leave-no-trace’ attitude will
be encouraged to minimize human impact park
environments and wildlife.

Research

Scientific research by qualified individuals,
contributing to the knowledge of natural and
cultural history as well as environmental and
recreational management wiil be encouraged.

Additional earth and life science and cultural
surveys are required to refine information on
values and management. These are considered to
be a priority. Research related to the study of
natural processes will also be encouraged
provided it does not hamm park values.

All research programs wiil require the prior approval
of Ontario Parks and will be subject to Ontario
Parks' policies and other relevant legislation
{Appendix A). Ontaric Parks may approve the
removal of any natural or cultural specimen by
qualiified researchers. All such materials removed
remains the property of Ontario Parks.

Approved research activities and facilities must be
compatible with the protection objective.
Permanent plots or observation stations may be
established as pan of the approval of research.
This will only be possible where the intent of the
research is to revisit a specific location over time.
Any site that is to be disturbed will require
assessment of it’s original nature. This will be used
to return the site as closely as possible to its
original state once the research is complete.

Marketing

Marketing etforis to increase use of the park are
not a priority. Signs depicting 'no camping' and 'no
campfire' symbols will be limited to key areas such
as past unplanned campsites or entry points. 'No

trespassing’ signs are currently posted aiong the
eastern boundary line between park and private
land. Signs depicting 'no snowmachine travel’ may
be considered in the future. Fact sheets or
brochures for West Sandy island Provincial Nature
Reserve will not be produced or made public;
however, copies of this statement will be made
available upon request for additional information.
District MNR and Ontario Parks staff will provide
information about other operating parks in the
area. They will carry information on the services of
commercial establishments in the area which can
be used as bases from which to visit the park.

Implementation

Implementation of this IMS will primarily involve
monitoring activities to ensure adherence to the
management guidelines. Cther activities will
include: marking park boundaries, placing 'no
camping' and 'no campfire' signs at unplanned
campsites and potential entry points, and
responding to inguiries about the park. A fire
management plan will be prepared by 1997. This
plan will outline priorities in: prevention, reporting,
response and evacuation.

Implementation of this IMS and management of
the park are the responsibility of the French River
Provincial Park Superintendent. West Sandy
Island, however, is a separate park from French
River Provincial Park.

Review and Revision
This IMS will be reviewed on an ongoing basis.

It, at any time, changes in management direction
are needed the significance of the changes will be
evaluated. Minor changes which do not alter the
overall protection objective may be considered
and approved by the Superintendent of French
River Provincial Park without further public
consultation. The interim management statement
will be amended accordingly. In assessing major
changes, a more detailed park management plan
will be considered. Where a management plan is
not considered necessary or feasible, a major
amendment may be underiaken with public
consuitation. Major amendments will be approved
by the Ontario Parks, Algoma Zone Manager.
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APPENDIX A

MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES

APPLICATION TO CONDUCT RESEARCH
IN
ONTARIO PROVINCIAL PARKS

MINISTERE DES RICHESSES NATURELLES

DEMANDE D’APPROBATION D’UN PROJET DE RECHERCHE
DANS LES
PARCS PROVINCIAUX DE L’ONTARIO

Note t0 Applicants: The Minisny of Nanmrai Resources usuaily requires a period of up to
two months for review and approval of this applicaton.

Research means any investgadons or studies of natural, cultural, social, economic,
management or other features or characterisdcs which involve field investigatons.

If more space is required to compiete any of the following sections, please attach
additional sheets.

Personal information submirtted on this form is collected under the authority of the
Provinciai Parks Act R.S.0. 1980, C401, and wiil be used for adminismradve purposes.

Quesdons about the collecdon of this informaton should be directed to the Director, Parks
and Natural Heritage Policy Branch.

Note aux auteurs 0 faut environ deux mois au ministére des Richesses namreiles pour
de la demange: étudier ¢t approuver une demande..

Par recherche. on entend toute enquéte ou étude porrant sur les aspects natureis, cuiturels,

sociaux, économiques, sur ia gesion ou aumes caraciérisnques qui comprennent des €tudes
sur place.

Si vous manquez d’espace pour répondre aux rubriques suivantes, veuillez joindre des
feuilles suppiémentaires.

Les renseignements personnels donnés dans le présenr formulaire sont recueillis en verru de
la Lol sur ies parg provinciaux, L.R.O. 1980, chap. 401, =t serviront 2 des 1ins
adminisanves. Les quesoons reiadves a la collecte de ces renseignements doivent eoe
adresseées au directeur de la Direction des parcs et des poiidaues sur le camimoine narurei



Name of Applicant:
Nom de 1'auteur de la demande:

Affiliation: (school, college, university, government agency, company, tc.).
Affiliation: (¢cole, coiltge, université, organisme  gouvernementai, compagnie, etc.).

Address: Business
Adresse: Travail

Postal code Telephone
Code postal Téléphone
Home

Domicii

Postal code Telephone
Code postai Téléphone

Title of Research Project
Titre du projet de recherche:

Locaton: (provincial park(s) in which research will take place)

Empiacement : (parc provincial ou parcs provinciaux dans lequel ou lesqueis les recherches
s'effectueront)

State in demil the objectves of the project, its value and necessity and relationship to other
projects. Include reasons wiy the proposed study shouid be undertaken in the partcuiar
provincial park(s) as opposed to some other location. Attach research/thesis proposal if
available.

Donnez le détail des objectfs du projet, de sa valeur, de sa nécessité et du rapport qui
existe avec d’autres projets. Enoncez les raisons pour lesquelles 1’étude proposée devrait
ére entreprise dans le ou les parcs provinciaux visés plutdt que dans un autre
empiacement. Veuillez joindre !e projet de recherche ou de these, s'il est disponible.




Provide a generai outline of the research to be carried out. -
Enoncez les grandes lignes du projet de recherche devant étre entepris.

Identfy the procedures and equipment to be used and any potential impact on the park
environment.

Idennfiez les méthodes et le matériel devant étre uglisés et toute retombée €ventuelle qu’ils
auront sur 1'environnement du parc.

State the ume frame within which the fieid actvites wiil be carried out in the provincial
park(s). Be specific.

Présemez 1'échéancier des wavaux de recherche devant étre effectués dans le ou les parcs

prowncwmim_mm

State whether provincial park visitors will be involved in the project and specify how and
to what extent.

Indiguez si les visitenrs du parc provincial pardciperont au projet et dans queile mesure.

State in dermil any accommodation, equipment or travel assistance required from the
Ministory of Namrai Resources.

Donnez le détail de {’aide que vous ‘artendez du minisiére des Richesses natureiles en
matiére d’hébergement, de matériel ou de déplacements.
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4
State in demail any support or consuitant assistance required from the Minisoy of Natmrai
statf.

Donnez le détail du soutien ou de !'aide d’experts-conseils que vous arendez du personnel
du ministére des Richesses naturelles.

Give the name, date and number of any licences, permits or authorizations held relating to
the project (e.g. scientific coilectors’ permit, bird banding permir, etc.).

Donnez le nom, la date et le numéro de tous les permis, licences et autorisations relatifs au
projet (p. ex. permis de recueillir des échandilons A des fins scientfiques, permis de
baguage d’oiscaux, etc.).

Can you provide performance bonding if it is required?
Pouvez-vous fourmir une garande de bonne exécudon s’il y a lieu?

Give the names, addresses and qualificadons of persons assisting in the project and
describe briefly contributions expected of them.

Donnez les noms, adresses et qualificatons des personnes participant au projet et décrivez
brigvement queile devrait étre leur contribution.

Give the names and addresses of any contributors to your project (i.e. through grants,
advice, scholarships, equipment, suppiies).

Donnez les noms et adresses de tous ceux qui contribuent 3 vome projet (soit au moyen de
subventons, de conseils, de bourses, de marériel ou de fourmtures).




Signarure of Course Director or Advisor or, 1t applicable, Agency/Lompany ricsiacnt,
Chairperson or Manager:

Signamre du directsur de cours ou du conseiiler ou, le cas échéant, du président ou du
directeur de 1’organisme ou de la compagnie:

Date:

APPROVAL SECTION:
PARTIE RELATIVE A L’APPROBATION:

Approval granted: Date:
Approbaton District Manager
accordée: Chef de district

Date:

Regionai Director
Directeur régionai

Condidons of Approvai (if appiicable):
Conditions de 1’approbadon (le cas échéant):

Nota : Dans ce texte. lorsqu'il désigne des personnes, le mascuiin est uniisé au sens neuae.



