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Statement of Environmental Values

The Miriistry of Natural Resources’ Staterment of Environmental Values (SEV) under the
Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR) describes how the purposes of the EBR are to be
considered whenever decisions are made in the Ministry that might significantly affect the
environment. This includes decisions made as a result of preparing management
direction for a protected area.

The Ministry’s SEV has been considered throughout the planning process. The

management direction for W.J.B. Greenwood Provincial Park will further the objectives of
managing Ontario’s resources on an environmentally sustainable basis.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Ontario’s Protected Areas System

The overall goal of Ontario Parks is to permanently protect a system of provincial parks
and conservation reserves that includes ecosystems that are representative of Ontario’s
natural regions. Provincial parks protect provincially significant elements of Ontario’s
natural and cultural heritage, maintain biodiversity and provide opportunities for
compatible, ecologically sustainable recreation.

The planning and management of provincial parks is guided by two key principles within
the Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves Act.

» Maintenance of ecological integrity shall be the first priority and the restoration of
ecological integrity shall be considered.

e Opportunities for consultation shall be provided.

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) is responsible for managing Ontario’s natural
resources in accordance with the statutes it administers. As the province’s lead
conservation agency, the Ministry is the steward of provincial parks, conservation
reserves, natural heritage areas, forests, fisheries, wildlife, aggregates, fuel, minerals,
and Crown lands and waters that make up 87% of Ontario.

This management statement has been prepared consistent with direction contained in
Our Sustainable Future: Ministry of Natural Resources Strategic Direction (OMNR
2005a). The park will be managed consistent with direction in Protecting What Sustains
Us: Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy (OMNR 2005b).

The W. J. B. Greenwood Management Statement has been developed in accordance
with Ontario Provincial Parks: Planning and Management Policies (OMNR 1992a) and
direction outlined in the Temagami Land Use Plan (OMNR 1997). In accordance with the
management statement, MNR will amend affected area-specific land use policies and
mapping found in the Crown Land Use Policy Atlas.

This management statement will guide the management, development, and operation of
W. J. B. Greenwood Provincial Park over the next 20 years. The management statement
may be reviewed or amended as the need arises; Section 13.0 describes the process for
the review and amendment of this management statement.

1.2 W.J.B. Greenwood Provincial Park

W. J. B. Greenwood Provincial Park is a 465-hectare recreational class park located
within the Municipality of Latchford, 130 kilometres north of North Bay. The park is
situated along the southern shores of Bay Lake, a reservoir on the Montreal River. The
park is in the Temagami area, an internationally recognized ecotourism and outdoor
recreation destination (Figure 1).

W. J. B. Greenwood Provincial Park was named in honour of the late Ben Greenwood,
who served as Ontario’s first Chief of Parks from 1954 to 1960. Regulated as a
provincial park in 1985, an interim management statement was approved for the park in
1986 (OMNR). The interim management statement directed that no park development
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would take place until recreational demand increased or until more detailed planning
was undertaken.

In 1997 the Temagami Land Use Plan was completed by the MNR. Through this
planning process, which included full public and Aboriginal consultation, the land use
intent for W. J. B. Greenwood Provincial Park was identified as follows: “to protect an
early succession birch dominated forest and provide walk-in camping and hiking with
minimal capital infrastructure supported by partnerships with cooperating associations.”

The stewardship and development of the park will complement tourism along this
segment of the Highway 11 corridor. This management statement proposes limited
infrastructure to support a small number of hike-in and boat-in campsites and a small
day-use area. Highway travellers and touring vacationers can stop here to enjoy a low-
intensity recreational experience and other local attractions through day trips.

1.3 Aboriginal Context

For over 6,000 years, Aboriginal people have lived in the Temagami area, travelling the
interconnected system of winter and summer trails and portages. W. J. B. Greenwood
Provincial Park lies within n’ Daki Menan, the ancestral homeland of the Teme-Augama
Anishnabai - the deepwater people. Many sacred sites are found within the area, and
the landscape of Temagami continues to hold great cultural, spiritual and economic
significance for First Nation communities. A strong tradition of stewardship continues
today through ceremonies, culture, and language, and the spirit of the land is cared for
by the original keepers of the land.

The Temagami First Nation continues to express an interest in the planning and
implementation of the management statement and is sharing its knowledge by
participating on the planning team.

Any communications and cooperation between the Temagami First Nation and MNR for
planning and operations purposes are mutually understood to be undertaken without
prejudice to any ongoing or future discussions or negotiations between the government
of Ontario and the Temagami First Nation.

Nothing in this management statement shall be construed so as to abrogate or derogate
from the protection provided for the existing Aboriginal or treaty rights of the Aboriginal
people of Canada as recognized and affirmed in section 35 of the Constitution Act
(1982).

2.0 PARK CLASSIFICATION

Ontario’s provincial parks are organized into broad classes or categories, each of which
has particular purposes and characteristics. All of Ontario’s provincial parks fall into one
of six classes: Wilderness, Nature Reserve, Cultural Heritage, Natural Environment,
Waterway, or Recreational. Each class contributes differently towards the provincial park
system while collectively ensuring that the province’s natural, cultural, and recreational
environments are protected.

W. J. B. Greenwood Provincial Park is classified as a recreational class park. As
described in the Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves Act, recreational class
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