WABOS NORTH
CONSERVATION RESERVE (C284)

Statement of Conservation Interest

..
..
..

Ministry of Natural Resources
Algoma Area
Sault Ste. Marie District

•

..
•

January 10t h, 2003

®

MInistry 01
Natural

@Ontario

Resources

Ontario

Ce document est seulement disponsible en anglais.

Wabos North Conservation Reserve

Statement of Conservation Interest

Sault Ste. Marie District
Ministry of Natural Resources

APPROVAL STATEMENT

L

L

I am pleased to approve this Statement of Conservation Interest (SCI) for the Wabos
North Conservation Reserve (C284), prepared by Marjorie Hall.
Wabos North Conservation Reserve captures an area of spectacular topography,
including rock faces, cliffs, small tributaries and their associated wetlands. The site
also protects representative mature sugar maple (Acer saccharum Marsh.) and
yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis Britt.) mixed-wood communities, three of which
have been identified as old growth communities. Regulated on December 21, 2000,
this 956 hectare conservation reserve is situated approximately 35 kilometres
northeast of the City of Sault Ste. Marie, in Shields Township.
Direction for establishing, planning and managing conservation reserves is defined
under the Public Lands Act and current policy. The direction for managing this
conservation reserve is in the form of a SCI, which defines the area that is being
planned, provides the purpose for which the conservation reserve has been
proposed, and outlines the Ministry of Natural Resources' intent for the protected
area. This SCI will provide both gUidance for the management of the conservation
reserve and the basis for ongoing monitoring of activities. More detailed direction at
this time is not anticipated. However, should significant facility development be
considered or complex issues arise requiring additional studies, more detailed
management direction in the form of special protection measures, or a detailed
Resource Management Plan will be prepared with full public consultation.
Public and Aboriginal consultation occurred prior to the regulation of this
conservation reserve during the planning for Ontario's Living Legacy. Furthermore,
there was a is-day review period in November 2002 concerning a draft of this SCI.
Comments from the review period have been considered in the development of this
document.
This SCI will be implemented by the Algoma Area Supervisor, and will be reviewed
every five years and amended as required by the District Planner, Sault Ste. Marie
District, Ministry of Natural Resources.
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Introduction

The following document is a Statement of Conservation (SCI) for Wabos North
Conservation Reserve (C284). The purpose of this SCI is to identify and describe the
natural, recreational and cultural values of Wabos North Conservation Reserve and to
outline the Ministry of Natural Resources' management intent for this area. The first
portion of this document highlights the provincial context in which it was produced,
states its goal and objectives, and summarizes the planning process for conservation
reserves. The remainder of this document specifically addresses Wabos North
Conservation Reserve. Management direction provided within this SCI will serve to
protect the conservation reserve for the benefit of all Ontario residents. This
direction will comply with the land use intent stated in the Ontario's Living Legacy
Land Use Strategy (OMNR 1999).

1.1

Provincial Context

Ontario's network of natural heritage areas has been established to protect and
conserve areas representative of the diversity of the natural regions of the province,
including species, habitats, features and ecological systems which comprise that
natural diversity. Protected natural heritage areas are a key component in the
sustainable management of natural resources. They ensure that representative sites
within the larger managed landscape are permanently retained in their natural state.
Wabos North Conservation Reserve is part of Ontario's network of natural heritage
areas.
On July 16, 1999, the Ontario Government released the Ontario's Living Legacy Land
Use Strategy to guide the planning and management of Ontario's Crown lands.
Extensive consultation was conducted during the development of the Land Use
Strategy (OMNR 1999). The objectives of the Land Use Strategy (OMNR 1999) are to
complete Ontario's system of parks and protected areas; recognize the land use
needs of the resource-based tourism industry; provide forestry, mining and other
resource industries with greater certainty around land and resource use; and
enhance hunting, angling and other Crown land recreational opportunities.
The Land Use Strategy (OMNR 1999) demonstrated the government's commitment
to completing Ontario's system of protected natural heritage areas by designating
378 new areas to be protected. These areas are considered to be significant and
require protection from incompatible activities in order for their values to endure
over time. The addition of these 378 new areas marks the largest expansion of parks
and protected areas in Ontario's history. Wabos North Conservation Reserve was
created as part of this expansion. It protects a magnificent poplar (Populus spp.)
dominated ridge, and mature sugar maple (Acer saccharum Marsh.) and yellow birch
(Betula alleghaniensis Britt.) mixed-wood communities, three of which have been
identified as containing old-growth forest.
The Ministry of Natural Resources has established conservation reserves as a tool to
protect natural heritage areas on public lands, while permitting traditional public land
uses to continue. These uses include recreation activities, such as hunting and
fishing, and the traditional activities of Aboriginal societies, as defined under
applicable Aboriginal Treaties. Lands designated as conservation reserves in the Land
Use Strategy (OMNR 1999) are removed from the Sustainable Forest Licence, and
mining and surface rights are withdrawn from staking under the Mining Act (RSO
1990 Chapter M.14).
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Ontario's Living Legacy Land Use Strategy (OMNR 1999) outlines the general land
use policy and management direction for new conservation reserves. Each new
conservation reserve will have a planning document, either a SCI or, in more
complex situations, a Resource Management Plan, that details site-specific
management direction.

2.0

Goal and Objectives of the SCI

2.1

Goal

The goal of this SCI is to provide the framework and direction to gUide management
decisions affecting Wabos North Conservation Reserve.

2.2

Objectives

The following objectives are identified as the means to achieve the above stated
goal:
•

To describe the state of the resource with respect to the values identified in
Section 5.0, and the current land use activities;

•

To outline the Ministry of Natural Resources' management intent for the
protected area;

•

To determine the land use compatibility of current land uses, and to develop
specific gUidelines and prescriptions to manage these uses;

•

To create public awareness of the values within this conservation reserve by
providing information on the resources that it contains and protects; and to
promote responsible stewardship of the protected area through partnerships with
local stakeholders;

•

To determine the long-term management goals for the conservation reserve by
identifying research, client services, and marketing strategies necessary to
position this conservation reserve among the system of parks and protected
areas in Ontario;

•

To identify the scientific values of the site in relation to provincial benchmarks
and identify any monitoring and/or research necessary to maintain the integrity
of these values;

•

To provide direction for the evaluation of proposed new uses or economic
ventures through the application of the Test of Compatibility (Appendix A). This
test will evaluate the impact of suggested use(s), either positive or negative, on
the protected values of the conservation reserve.

Ministry of Natural Resources
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The planning process for a conservation reserve consists of defining site boundaries
and preparing a site specific management plan. Public, Aboriginal and industry
consultations occur during the planning process. When the boundaries of the site are
finalized and the Ministry of Natural Resources' approval process is complete, a
conservation reserve becomes regulated. Once a conservation reserve is regulated,
the level of management planning required to fulfill the protection targets is
determined, and either a basic or enhanced SCI or a Resource Management Plan is
prepared. A basic SCI is prepared when no new decisions are made beyond those
mentioned in the Ontario's Living Legacy Land Use Strategy (OMNR 1999); whereas,
an enhanced SCI is prepared when one or more decisions are made beyond those
mentioned in the Strategy. A Resource Management Plan is prepared in more
complex situations where a number of issues have to be addressed. Whichever the
determination, the plan must be completed within three years of the conservation
reserve's regulation date. The gUidelines for the preparation of these documents are
provided in Procedural Guideline A - Resource Management Planning (Conservation
Reserves Procedure PL3.03.05, Public Lands Act).
A SCI is essentially a management plan based on the management direction
provided in the Land Use Strategy (OMNR 1999). The purpose of a SCI is to identify
the state of the resource with respect to the values, as identified in Section 5.0, and
current land use activities, and to outline the Ministry of Natural Resources'
management intent for the conservation reserve. Basic SCIs typically go through a
public review period of 15 days. Upon completion of this public review, the SCI is
revised as appropriate and approved by theMinistry of Natural Resources' Regional
Director.
Existing permitted uses within conservation reserves may continue, unless they are
shown to have a significant negative impact on the values protected by the site. A
review/evaluation mechanism is in place to address proposed new permitted uses, or
land use proposals. The Test of Compatibility as outlined in the Public Lands Act
Policy PL 3.03.05 (OMNR 1997) and/or other standardMinistry of Natural Resources'
environmental screening processes, is used to screen future proposals. Where
cultural resources may be impacted, proposals may be screened through Conserving
a Future for our Past: Archaeology, Land Use Planning & Development in Ontario,
Section 3 (MCzCR 1997), in a manner similar to that used by the Ministry of Natural
Resources in the forest management planning process.
Public comment may be solicited during a review of any future land use proposals
that require new decisions to be made. Appropriate environmental assessment
requirements and amendment processes will apply to any future proposal and/or any
significant change in management direction being considered for a site.

3.2

Planning Process for the Wabos North Conservation Reserve

Wabos North Conservation Reserve (C284) was proposed as a conservation reserve
in the 1999 Ontario's Living Legacy Land Use Strategy by the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources. Public, Aboriginal and industry consultation has taken place and
the boundary of the site has been finalized. The site was formally regulated through
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an amendment to Ontario Regulation 805/94 of the Public Lands Act on December
21, 2000 by Ontario Regulation 686/00.
To date, no significant issues related to land use in this area have been identified.
For this reason, it was determined that a basic SCI will adequately identify the
conservation reserve's significant features and address the management guidelines.
Therefore, the Wabos North Conservation Reserve will be managed under the
auspices of a SCI. It should be noted that this SCI addresses only those issues or
land use proposals currently known to the District Manager. The direction provided
by this SCI, and future management decisions, will resolve any future land use
conflicts and will ensure that identified values continue to be adequately protected.
~.

3.2.1

..

The planning area for this SCI consists of the regulated boundary for the Wabos
North Conservation Reserve (Section 10.0, Map 1). However, to fully protect values
within the conservation reserve, additional consideration within larger land use
planning initiatives will be required. The forest management planning process is an
example of how adjacent land management may consider sensitive features within
the conservation reserve boundary.

•

3.3

Planning Area

Guiding Principles

All current or planned activities within this conservation reserve will be in compliance
with the followlnq gUiding principles. If a conflict between management guidelines
exists, the folloWing guiding principles will be used to discern management intent
and resolve the issue:
•
•
•

•

•

All management gUidelines will be based on maintaining the long-term ecological
integrity of the area;
No new or existing uses will be permitted if it is deemed that they compromise
the protected values mentioned in Section 5.0;
All attempts will be made to maintain traditional uses while protecting the values
identified in Section 5.0 and maintaining the long-term ecological integrity of the
site;
This conservation reserve was chosen to represent vegetation and landscape
types unique to this site district and Ontario. All efforts will be made to maintain
the values identified in Section 5.0;
Overall, management strategies will focus on maintaining the conservation
reserve in as natural a state as possible.

4.0

Background Information

4.1

Location and Site Description

Wabos North Conservation Reserve is located approximately 35 km northeast of the
City of Sault Ste. Marie, and approxlrnatelv 6.5 km northwest of the community of
Searchmont, in Shields Township (Section 10, Map la). Whenever possible, natural
and/or artificial features have been used to delineate site boundaries to facilitate
easy on-the-ground identification of the boundaries. The western boundary of
Wabos North Conservation Reserve follows the Algoma Central Railway line. The
eastern and southern boundaries use straight lines between two established points
(vectors) or follow old roads, whereas the northern boundary follows a tributary of

...t
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Wabos Creek and the shoreline of an unnamed lake. The southern boundary as well
as southern portions of the east and west boundaries are flanked by private land and
somewhat hinder access in these areas.
Table 1 describes the location of the conservation reserve and administrative details
of the site.

Name
Site Region - Site District (Hills
1959l
Site region - Site District (Crins and
UhliG 2000l
Ministry of Natural Resources
Administrative Region/District/ Area
U"rM co-ordinates
SCI Completed
Regulated
Area
Nearest Town/Municipality

Wabos North Conservation Reserve
(C284)
4E-2 Batchawana
5E-13

Northeast Region/Sault Ste. Marie
District/Alaoma Area
719500 E 5192000 N
January 10 2003
December 21 2000
956 ha
Approxlmately 35km northeast of the
City of Sault Ste. Marie/ approx. 6.5 km
northwest of the village of Searchmont.
Township(s)
Shields
OBM Numbers
2016720051900, 2016710051800,
2016720051800, 2016720051800
TOpOQraDhical MaD Name/Number
41K/16 Searchmont
Wildlife Management Unit
35
Algoma Forest
Forest Unit
Watershed
Lake Superior Basin watershed
Table 1. Locetion and edmtnistretive details for the Wabos North Conservetlon
Reserve.

4.2

History of the Site

The small community of Wabos lends its name to the Wabos North Conservation
Reserve. In 1902, 145 families were farming a total of 100 farms in the Wabos area
(Vosper 2000). However, farming in this area of Algoma was a difficult endeavor and
many of the families that initially established themselves in Wabos subsequently
moved elsewhere (Vosper 2000). Those that remained turned to the forest industry
for work to subsidize their farming income. By 1912, extensive lumbering operations
were active in the Wabos area (Vosper 2000).
Lumber harvested within and surrounding Wabos North Conservation Reserve was
skidded down to the Algoma Central Railway line and shipped by rail to charcoal
plants located in the village of Searchmont and the City of Sault Ste. Marie. The
Searchmont charcoal plant required 25 acres (10 hectares) of forest to be harvested
daily to fuel its operations (Vesper 2000). The charcoal created by these plants was
shipped to Algoma Steel Inc. in Sault Ste. Marie for use in their blast furnaces. Thus,
it is likely that Wabos North Conservation Reserve, along with the majority of the
surrounding area, was cut over in the early 1900's to provide lumber for the charcoal
plants (J. Miller, per. comm.). District records also show that some selective

L
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harvesting occurred along the site's eastern boundary in the early 1950s (Lajeunesse
and Thompson 2002).
Fire also plays a role in shaping the landscape in this region. In 1947, fire claimed
more than 1,700 hectares of forest in the Wabos area. Records show that the fire did
not enter the present-day boundaries of the conservation reserve but instead burnt
south of the town of Wabos (H. Barns, per. comm., 2002).

4.3

.
,

Inventories

Table 2 indicates the current status of natural heritage inventories that have
occurred and/or are required for Wabos North Conservation Reserve.

t

Surve Level
Reconnaissance

Earth Science
Fall 2001

Life Science
Fall 2001

Cultural
Fall 2001

Detailed

Not required

Representation
within the site
region and
province still
needs to be
evaluated.

Not required

Recreational
Fall 2001 &
Summer 2002
Recreational
assessment of
the site shou Id
be completed
focussing on
public access.

Further
Requirements
Table 2: Inventory and Survey Information for Wabos North Conservation Reserve.

5.0

State of the Resource

Reconnaissance site visits have indicated that Wabos North Conservation Reserve is
in excellent condition due to the lack of disturbance. An aerial reconnaissance survey
completed in fall 2001, by the Ministry of Natural Resources also found no observable
disturbances to the site or surrounding forests (Lajeunesse and Thompson 2002).
The site's linkage with other forest stands is excellent with the exception of the
Algoma Central Railway line interrupting connections in the west.
The conservation reserve contains several vectored and artificial boundary sections
with many of the significant landforms and forest communities extending beyond the
site's boundaries. The majority of the western boundary of the conservation reserve
follows the Algoma Central Railway line, while the other boundaries are vectored
between selected points and/or follow roads. Small sections of the western and
northern boundary follow Wabos creek and one of its tributaries. The southern
boundary as well as southern portions of the east and west boundaries are flanked
by private land.
The site's small size and extensive unnatural boundary sections may make the long
term management and protection of the key values a challenge.
The key values (geological features and/or featured species) found within Wabos
North Conservation Reserve include the following:
• Mature sugar maple and yellow birch mixed-wood communities, ranging in age
from 102 to 137 years old;
• An unusual poplar (Populus spp.) dominated ridge;

l
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Rugged topography: steep-sloped morainal deposits, with lacustrine deposits in
areas of level topography.

The key values are those values that make this site unique and have led to its
designation as a conservation reserve. Their protection is paramount. Additional
values as listed in Section 5.1 through to Section 5.5 are also important. This
description is not necessarily complete. If new values are identified, they will be
added to this section. If any new value is considered significant, management
guidelines may be modified, if required, to ensure its protection.

5.1
~..

III

L
L

Earth Sciences

Wabos North Conservation Reserve is situated approximately 20 kilometres inland
from the Lake Superior Coastline and is located within the Batchawana Site District
4E-2 (Hills 1959). Gently sloping uplands and moderate broad valleys of sand and
silt characterize this site district. The topography varies from lowland areas
associated with the Lake Huron and Lake Superior shore to a series of ridges that run
on an east and west trajectory.
Landform data concerning the Wabos North Conservation Reserve identifies several
landform types, including lacustrine deposits in the southeast corner, moderately
broken end moraine in the southern portion, and moderately broken ground moraine
along the eastern boundary and centre of the conservation reserve (Lajeunesse and
Thompson 2002) (Section 10, Map 2). Kristjansson (2001, in prep.) conducted
refinement of these landform designations. Through an aerial reconnaissance survey
and aerial photo interpretation, Kristjansson identified five major landform types
within the site: organic deposits, glaciolacustrine deposits, ice contact stratified drift
deposits, bedrock-drift complex unsubdivided and bedrock-drift complex,
predominately till (Kristjansson 2001, in prep.; Lajeunesse and Thompson 2002).
Bedrock-drift complex landform types were found to dominate the site (Lajeunesse
and Thompson 2002).

5.2

Life Sciences

In general, the forest landscape of the Wabos North Conservation Reserve is a
dense, predominately hardwood forest situated on rolling bedrock topography. Mixed
stands dominated by sugar maple and yellow birch dominate the site. White birch
(Betula papyrifera Marsh.), red maple (Acer rubrum L.), popular, balsam fir (Abies
balsamea L.) and white spruce (Picea glauca (Moench) Voss) are also found in the
site. Approximately half of the sugar maple stands are classified as mature, ranging
in age from 102 to 137 years old with stocking distributions of 80 to 100 percent.
Three of these forest stands have been identified as having old-growth sugar maple
and yellow birch present. Within four years, half of the sugar maple stands within the
site will be considered old growth (Lajeunesse and Thompson, 2002).
Spruce, balsam fir and poplar are located in ravines and along shorelines and
streams within the conservation reserve. A community of white cedar (Thuja
occidentalis L.) - shrub lowland area is located along a tributary of Achigan Creek.
Small meadow marshes are also located along the tributary and an open meadow
marsh is located in the lake at the headwater of the system. There are no known
artificial dams upstream of the site.

Ministry of Natural Resources
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The Goulais River, to the south and east of the site, has historically supported a
population of wood turtles (Clemmys insculpta) (R. Knudsen, pers. cornm.). The
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) (2002)
classifies the wood turtle as a Species of Special Concern, indicating it has
characteristics that make it particularly sensitive to human activities or natural
events. Tributaries of the Goulais River have the potential to support small groups of
wood turtles.

5.3

Recreational Values

The valleys and hills located within the Wabos North Conservation Reserve form the
key recreational features of this site. The rugged topography is stunning, with
elevations exceeding 450 metres in some areas. Deer and moose are known to
inhabit the area and large game hunting appears to be the most established
recreational activity that occurs within this site (Hall 2002). Although there are no
established trails at this time, the site's rugged landscape, in association with the
scattered creeks and wetlands, provides diverse settings ideal for backcountry
hiking/skiing, nature viewing, and snowshoeing.
The conservation reserve is located within close proxlrnltv to established roads and
trails. Two old, abandoned roads appear to enter into the conservation reserve. The
first unnamed road forms a part of the conservation reserve's eastern boundary and
enters the conservation reserve for a short distance. The second road enters the
conservation reserve from along the south boundary.
However, in southern sections, most of the land that lies between the conservation
reserve and these roads is private property, which makes road access into the site
more difficult than would be expected (Hall 2002). The west side of the site can be
accessed via the Algoma Central Railway line (Section 10, Map 2).

5.4

Cultural Values

This site falls within the Robinson-Huron treaty area. To date, no First Nation
community has identified any specific cultural values within this conservation
reserve.

5.5

Research Values

Currently no known research and/or monitoring activities have occurred within this
conservation reserve.
Lajeunesse and Thompson (2002) recommend that the Ministry of Natural
Resources, or associated partners, consider this conservation reserve as a potential
monitoring and/or research site, due to the presence of mature sugar maple
communities.

6.0

Management Guidelines

All management guidelines in this SCI are based on policy and direction outlined in
the Ontario Living Legacy Land Use Strategy (OMNR, 1999) and associated policy
clarification statements. Management policies in this document may be subject to
change and may be amended as necessary. These gUidelines are specific to Wabos
North Conservation Reserve, and provide for protection of the site's unique features.

Ministry of Natural Resources
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New proposed uses and development as well as research and education will be
reviewed on a case-by-case basis. The Test of Compatibility (Appendix A - PL
3.03.03, Public Lands Act) must be passed with reference to Conserving a Future for
our Past: Archaeology, Land Use Planning & Development in Ontario, Section 3
(MCzCR 1997) before new proposals will be permitted. In addition, all new proposals
are subject to the Class Environmental Assessment for Parks and Conservation
Reserves.

L

L

The followlnq management strategies have been created to achieve the goal and
objectives of this SCI with regard to Wabos North Conservation Reserve.

6.1

Industrial Activities

6.1.1

Commercial Timber Harvest

The area contained within this conservation reserve (956 ha) has been withdrawn
from the Algoma Sustainable Forest Licence area and no commercial timber
harvesting will be permitted. Please refer to Section 6.4.3 for information regarding
non-commercial wood harvesting.
6.1.2

Mining and Mineral Exploration

There are no known current mining interests within this conservation reserve.
Mining and surface rights within the conservation reserve's boundaries have been
withdrawn from staking under the Mining Act (RSO 1990 Chapter M.14). Mineral
exploration is not permitted.
6.1.3

Extraction of peat, soil, aggregate and other material

Extraction of peat, soil, aggregate and other materials is not permitted.
6.1.4

Energy Generation

Hydropower development and windpower generation is not permitted within the
conservation reserve.

L

6.2

Existing and Proposed Development

6.2.1

Transportation Corridors

6.2.1.1 Roads
According to the Land Use Strategy (OMNR 1999), new roads for resource extraction
will not be permitted, except those identified in Forest Management Plans prior to
March 31, 1999. No new or exlstlnq roads for resource extractions were identified
within this site.
Two old, abandoned roads appear to enter into the conservation reserve. The first
unnamed road forms a part of the conservation reserve's eastern boundary and
enters the conservation reserve for a short distance. The second road enters the
conservation reserve from along the south boundary.

Ministry of Natural Resources
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Existing Crown roads that are contained within this conservation reserve are
permitted to continue but will not be maintained by the Ministry of Natural
Resources. Maintenance by area users may be permitted, subject to appropriate
approvals to ensure the protected values of the site (Section 5.0) are not
compromised. Should protected values of the site be compromised, the Ministry of
Natural Resources may consider appropriate provisions under the Public Lands Act to
ensure their protection.
6.2.1.2 Trails
Currently, no Voyageur Trail Association, or Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs
trails have been identified within this conservation reserve. Any trail development
must consider the conservation reserve's core values that are protected within the
boundaries of this site. Trail development in low-lying areas and wetlands will be
discouraged. Any proposed new trails will be subject to the work permit review
process and the Test of Compatibility screening process (Appendix A). As a condition
to any new trail development, all new and existing trail heads and trail routes must
be identified using new technologies (I.e. global positioning systems) to ensure the
most accurate record of the feature. If new trails are approved, an amendment to
this SCI will occur.
6.2.2

L

L
L
L

t

L

l

Other Corridor Development/Maintenance

No communication, energy transmission, or other non-road corridors are located
within this conservation reserve. New corridor developments will be actively
discouraged through planning. Proposals for new corridors will be subject to the Test
of Compatibility (Appendix A) and other applicable district policies.
6.2.3

Land Disposition

No land will be sold within the boundaries of this conservation reserve.
6.2.4

Land Tenure

Presently, no Land Use Permits (LUPs) or leases exist within this conservation
reserve. With the exception of private recreation camps, new leases or land use
permits may be issued for other approved uses, subject to the Test of Compatibility
(Appendix A) and applicable district policies. These forms of land tenure will neither
be patented nor phased out but may be eligible for enhanced tenure or transfer.
Enhanced tenure is defined as anything beyond the term and form of current tenure.
All requests for transfer or enhanced tenure will be subject to the following screening
criteria:
1) Is the transfer or enhanced tenure consistent with the conservation reserve's
land use intent, which is the protection and enhancement of the site's natural,
recreational and cultural values?
2) Is it consistent with the land disposition policies outlined in the District Land Use
Guidelines, this SCI and any other applicable document?
3) Does it adversely affect the values identified in Section 5.0, and/or conflict with
other uses?
4) Is land needed by the Crown to protect significant natural or recreational values
outlined in this SCI?
5) Does the transfer or enhanced tenure conflict with Aboriginal traditional uses,
land claims or agreements?
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6) Are all rents, taxes, fees, rates or charges paid up for the existing LUP or lease?

6.3

Commercial Activities

6.3.1

Commercial Bait Harvesting

Currently, one commercial bait harvest operation exists within the northern half of
Shields Township, which includes the northern portion of this conservation reserve.
However, the southern half of Shields Township and therefore, the southern portion
of this conservation reserve have been set-aside for First Nation commercial bait
harvest. At this time it is not known whether a local First Nation community, or
individual First Nation members will obtain a commercial bait harvest licence
covering this portion of the township. New operations within the conservation
reserve can be considered subject to the Test of Compatibility (Appendix A) and
applicable District policies.
Under the Public Lands Act and in conjunction with PL 3.03.08 "Buildings for Bait
Harvesting Management ", cabins for the purposes of bait harvesting may be
constructed on Crown land. However, the construction of such bulldinqs within this
conservation reserve should be avoided, and be directed to Crown land outside the
protected area wherever possible.
6.3.2

Commercial Fishing

There are no commercial fisheries within this conservation reserve.
6.3.3 Commercial Fur Trapping
Portions of the registered trapline areas 5522 and 5529 fall within the boundary of
this conservation reserve. These registered trapline areas are currently allocated to
head trappers and are considered existing operations. If a head trapper surrenders a
registered trapline, or the head trapper's privileges are revoked, the registered
trapline may be transferred to another trapper following established allocation
procedures. If the registered trapline is not transferred in due course, or remains
unallocated for a significant period of time, reallocation of the trapline may occur
following applicable district screening processes.
The establishment of new trapline trails will be considered following the procedure
and criteria outlined for trails in Section 6.2.1.2.

"
L
..

~,

No trap cabin currently exists within the conservation reserve. The establishment of
new trap cabins will not be permitted within the conservation reserve
6.3.4 Bear Management Areas
This conservation reserve is located within Bear Management Area (BMA) 55-35
037. Guided hunting activities associated with a BMA may continue within this
conservation reserve. Transfer of the BMA within this conservation reserve may be
permitted in cases where the current operator sells his/her bear hunting business to
another operator and the BMA transfer is approved. If an operator surrenders the
BMA or the BMA is revoked, reallocation of the BMA may occur followlnq applicable
district screening processes.
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6.3.5 Commercial Food Collection

There are no existing commercial food harvesting ventures within this conservation
reserve. New ventures will be subject to the Test of Compatibility (Appendix A) and
the appropriateMinistry of Natural Resources' policies and procedures.
6.3.6

Commercial Non-Timber Forest Products

Policy is currently being developed by the Planning and Research Section of Ontario
Parks regarding commercial non-timber forest products. In the interim, proposals will
be reviewed on a case-by-case basis, subject to the Test of Compatibility and
applicable district policies.
6.3.7 Outpost Camps/Main Base Lodges

There are no existing authorized outpost camps or main base lodges within this
conservation reserve. New outpost camps and main base lodges may be considered
through planning and will be subject to the Test of Compatibility (Appendix A) and
applicable district policies.

6.4

Non-Commercial Activities

6.4.1

Nature Appreciation/ Recreation Activities

Off-trail hiking, mountain biking, cross-country skiing, and other activities will be
permitted within this conservation reserve. However, should the impact of these
activities degrade the landscape of the conservation reserve, the Ministry of Natural
Resources will re-evaluate these permitted uses and determine a new strategy for
this site. New trails to support these activities may be considered; see Section
6.2.1.2 on trails for more details.
While camping is permitted within the conservation reserve, campers should avoid
sensitive areas such as wetlands.
6.4.2 Natural Heritage Appreciation Facilities/Recreational Structures

Within this conservation reserve there are no existing, authorized natural heritage
appreciation facilities or recreational structures, such as boardwalks, bird viewing
platforms, kiosks, ski shelters or interpretative signs. New natural heritage
appreciation facilities and recreation structures are encouraged and permitted,
subject to the Test of Compatibility (Appendix A).
6.4.3 Non-Commercial Consumptive Resource Use

Cutting of trees for non-commercial purposes may be authorized by permit for
leaseholders, LUP holders, cottagers, and other property owners within the
conservation reserve who do not have road access to their property and have no
alternative wood source outside of the site. This permit is intended to cover
fuelwood, dock stringers, and other occasional small scale uses, subject to a review
to determine the impact of such cutting on the values mentioned in Section 5.0.
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It should be noted that the mature sugar maple and yellow birch mixed-wood
communities located along the eastern boundary of the conservation reserve have
been identified as a significant value and harvesting in this area is prohibited.
Non-commercial harvesting of non-timber forest products such as berries,
mushrooms, sphagnum moss (Sphagnum spp.) and wild rice (Zizania L.) can
continue to occur as long as the values of the site (Section 5.0) are not jeopardized.

6.4.4 Hunting and Fishing
Hunting is a traditional use of this conservation reserve and has been identified as an
important value. In conjunction with current hunting regulations and adherence to
the gUiding principles (Section 3.3) of this conservation reserve, hunting is permitted
to continue.
Recreational fishing is permitted to continue within this conservation reserve, in
compliance with current fishing regulations.

6.4.5 ATV and Snowmobile Use
No authorized snowmobile trails have been identified within this conservation
reserve. Please refer to Section 6.2.1.2 for more information on trails. In general,
off-trail use of ATVs and snowmobiles is not permitted within the conservation
reserve. However, off-trail use is accepted for licenced trappers to access their
traplines and for licenced bait harvest operators while conducting harvest operations.
Off-trail ATV and snowmobiling is also accepted for the direct retrieval of large game
by hunters. In all cases, off-trail use is only permitted provided the protection of the
site's values, as identified in Section 5.0, is not compromised. Should the impact of
off-trail ATV and snowmobile use activities degrade the landscape of the
conservation reserve, the Ministry of Natural Resources will re-evaluate these
permitted uses and determine a new strategy.

6.5

L

Resource Management Activities

Resource management activities refer to those tools used to protect and enhance the
values of this conservation reserve. Some management activities may require the
use of intrusive techniques. Under normal circumstances, some of these techniques
would not be permitted to occur in the conservation reserve; however, if they are
found to be necessary, they may be applied under controlled conditions, to achieve a
desired result. Infrastructure such as roads, trails and buildings may need to be
constructed to perform activities such as prescribed burns, forest regeneration,
wildfire control, and insect and disease control. Activities described in this section
will be deemed acceptable if the ultimate outcome is in compliance with the gUiding
principles of this SCI.

6.5.1

Fish Stocking

No water bodies within this conservation reserve have been stocked, or are currently
being considered for stocking.
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Insect and Disease Control

In accordance with the gUiding principles, this conservation reserve will be
maintained in as natural a state as possible. Insect and disease control measures
should only be considered if the identified values are significantly threatened.
6.5.3 Fire Management

Fire Protection will be carried out in accordance with current Ministry of Natural
Resources' fire management strategies. When aggressive fire suppression is
undertaken, techniques that may excessively damage the site, such as heavy
equipment use, trenching, camp construction, tree cutting, etc., should be avoided
within the conservation reserve. If it is deemed that human life or property is in
jeopardy, all necessary fire suppression measures should be undertaken regardless
of potential damage to any of the protected values in this conservation reserve.
Prescribed burning may be considered if fire has not occurred for a sustained period
of time and it is determined that the features of this site would benefit from
controlled burning (eg. to promote regeneration).
6.5.4

Management for Key Values

Management that maintains or improves the condition of the site's key values is
permitted on a case by case basis and is subject to the Test of Compatibility
(Appendix A). Please refer to Section 5.0 for a list of the site's key values.
Management may also include habitat or ecosystem management.
6.5.5 Forest Renewal

The preferred regeneration option after any natural disturbance is natural
regeneration. In some cases, regeneration may be artificially assisted when it is
deemed appropriate to mitigate against human disturbances (e.g. illegal occupation
and trespass).

6.6

Research

Scientific research is encouraged, by qualified individuals or institutions, that
contributes to a better understanding of the natural and cultural values protected by
this conservation reserve or that advances the protection, planning and management
of these values. The Sault Ste. Marie District Planner should be contacted for
information on research and/or monitoring opportunities within this conservation
reserve. Proposals to conduct research should be directed to the Algoma Area
Supervisor, Ministry of Natural Resources, Sault Ste. Marie District Office, and will be
subject to the Test of Compatibility (Appendix A), to ensure that no values will be
damaged in the process. Any site that is disturbed during research activities is to be
rehabilitated as closely as possible to its original condition. Research programs will
also be subject toMinistry of Natural Resources' policies and other legislation.
Collecting may only be permitted as part of an authorized research project.
Existing Forest Resource Inventory surveys and approved resource monitoring
activities are permitted to continue.
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Development, research and education proposals pertaining to this conservation
reserve may be considered in accordance with the Test of Compatibility (Appendix A)
and with reference to Conserving a Future for our Past: Archaeology, Land Use
Planning & Development in Ontario, Section 3 (MCzCR 1997).

6.7

Marketing

No active marketing of this conservation reserve is currently taking place.

6.8

First Nations

Traditional activities and Aboriginal rights, as defined in the Robinson-Huron Treaty
and other relevant acts will not be affected within or by the boundaries of this
conservation reserve.
Any First Nation land claims within this area will be addressed according to
appropriate Ministry of Natural Resources' procedures. When possible, the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources will continue to work with the Ontario Ministry of
Tourism, Culture and Recreation in identifying archaeological sites to be protected.

7.0

Recommendations

7.1

Additions to the Reserve

Many of the significant landforms and forest communities present within Wabos
North Conservation Reserve extend beyond the site's boundaries onto surrounding
Crown and private land. Additional protection of the site's forest communities may
result from their consideration within a broader planning process. This may also be
accomplished by the addition of adjacent Crown lands to the conservation reserve,
although no specific areas have been identified to date.

7.2

Future Needs and Considerations

The following recommendations should be considered in any future planning
initiatives for this conservation reserve:
• Efforts should be made to work with partners (such as the Ontario Forest
Research Institute and Sault College of Applied Arts and Technology) to gather
baseline data on this site. This data will be used for future monitoring and
inspection activities. Such data should include, but not be limited to:
o
An assessment of the old roads that enter the conservation reserve.
o A field assessment to determine the level of site disturbance beneath
the forest canopy.
• Boundaries of the conservation reserve should be clearly marked as well as
identified using Global Positioning System technology, specifically along the
vectored boundaries, to ensure core values are protected. It is also
recommended that adjacent private properties be identified to prevent
incursions.
• The values of the site should be considered in land use management activities on
Crown lands adjacent to the site to ensure sufficient protection of the site's core
values.
• Recognizing that community and species diversity in wetlands is maintained by
fluctuating water levels, efforts should be made to ensure natural water level
fluctuations continue undisturbed within this site.
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It is recommended that the conservation reserve be considered as a potential

research and/or monitoring site by the Ministry of Natural Resources or
associated partners. This is due to the presence of mature sugar maple
communities.
A detailed life science inventory should be completed to evaluate the overall
significance of the site within the district, region and province. This information
will assist with placement of the conservation reserve within the provincial parks
and protected areas system.
If there are further inventory, monitoring, assessment, research, or inspection
requirements for this site, efforts will be made to complete these needs.

Monitoring

Periodic monitoring of human activities within this conservation reserve will be
conducted. A schedule for cursory field monitoring will be identified within the
District's annual compliance plan and an Integrated Field Monitoring Inspection
Report form will be filed at the Sault Ste. Marie District Office. The Algoma Area
Supervisor will oversee these activities. If at any time human activities are deemed
to be negatively impacting the protected features, the activities will be reviewed and
measures taken to mitigate the disturbance.
Approved inventory, monitoring, assessment or research activities that are
compatible with protection objectives are encouraged. Any area that is disturbed is
to be rehabilitated as closely as possible to its original condition. The Algoma Area
Supervisor may apply additional conditions.

L

8.0

Implementation, Review and Revisions

8.1

Responsibility

The Sault Ste Marie District will be responsible for implementing the management
policies and gUidelines for the Wabos North Conservation Reserve (C284). The
primary role will be to provide public information and compliance monitoring to
ensure adherence to current policies and guidelines.

8.2

Review and Revisions

The Wabos North Conservation Reserve SCI will be reviewed every five years by the
District Planner to confirm and update the information in this document.
Revisions to this document will be subject to the requirements as specified in the
Class Environmental Assessment for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves. If
changes in management direction are needed at any time, the significance of the
changes will be evaluated. Minor amendments to the plan, that do not alter the
overall protection objectives may be considered and approved by the Algoma Area
Supervisor without further public consultation. In assessing major amendments, the
need for a more detailed Resource Management Plan will first be considered. Where
a Resource Management Plan (RMP) is not considered necessary or feasible, a major
amendment may be considered with public consultation. Major amendments will be
recommended by the District Manager and approved by the Regional Director, and
will follow the appropriate guidelines (OMNR 2001).

F
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10.0 Maps
Map la: Location of Wabos North Conservation Reserve (C284)

Map lb: Location of Wabos North Conservation Reserve (C284)
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Map Ic: Location of Wabos North Conservation Reserve (C284)
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11.0 Photos

Photo 1: Southeast portion of Wabos North
Conservation Reserve.

Photo 2: Wetland area in Wabos North
Conservation Reserve.

(Photo taken by T. Latulippe, OMNR; 21 Aug 2002)

(Photo taken by T. Latulippe, OMNR; 21 Aug 2002)

Photo 3: Looking northeast from within
Wabos North Conservation Reserve.

Photo 4: Looking northeast from within
Wabos North Conservation Reserve.

(Photo taken by T. Latulippe, OMNR; 21 Aug 2002)

(Photo taken by T. Latulippe, OMNR; 21 Aug 2002)
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Appendices
Appendix A: SCI Test of Compatibility

L

Test of Compatibility!:

1. Conformity to SCI/RMP - SCI describes values for which an area has been set aside
and the range of appropriate uses that will be permitted in the area. SCI may also
speak to the acceptability of other 'new' uses currently not occurring in the area.
The first 'test' is: "do proposed new land uses and/or commercial activities conform
to the direction of the SCI/RMP for the conservation reserve? Would the new use(s)
depart from the spirit of appropriate indicator land uses in the SCI/RMP?"
2. Screening Process - proposed uses for the area must be assessed before they are
approved. To establish a minimum standard, Northeast Region (NER) recommends
that the Screening Process identified in Section 4.2 of A Class EA for Provincial Parks
and Conservation Reserves Phase lIb: Draft Class EA (subject to approval by MOE)
be used to screen projects and options.
3. Impact Assessment - the Test of Compatibility from the Conservation Reserve Policy
(PL 3.03.05) identifies the classes of values and main concepts that need to be
considered in determining the impacts of uses on a specific Conservation Reserve.
These include:
• Natural heritage
• Cultural
• Research activities
• Current uses
• Area administration
• Accommodating the use outside the conservation reserve
• Socio-economics
• Area accessibility.
The class EA (Table 4.1) presents similar values and concepts under the followlnq
considerations:
• l\Iatural environment
• Land use, resource management
• Social, cultural and economic
• Aboriginal
The above considerations and classes of values are meant to assist planning staff in
answering the followlnq questions for any potential use:
• Will the new use impact any values within the conservation reserve?
• If so how?
• To what degree?
• Is it tolerable?

L
L
l

I This Test of Compatibly is taken from both Procedural Guidelines B - Land Uses -Test of Compatibility
PL 3.03.05 and from the Planning Process for Conservation Reserve Statement of Conservation Interest and Resource
Management Plan Northeast Region Guidelines Version 2.1 September 17.2001.
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Appendix B: Summary of Permitted Uses

CROWN LAND USE ATLAS· POLICY REPORT

C2B4

Upd.ted: 6f1)temller 25, 2002

WIbosNorth

IDEHTIPICATION:
ID:
Anl.Namt:
All.(h.):
Dtaignltion:
Distrkt(s):

C2tl4

W.bos Not1h

956
Conservation Resetye (Onllrlo'. Living Legecy)
Sault 818. Marie

DESCRIPTION:
This <iveraelandscape. in Site DialrIct 4E·2 illClud~ sleep hills ofmoralr\e deposilS mixed with flat pocl<ets of
sedimenla. Red maple arxlash fOl'.811 cover 1118 vsRey bottoms, while uplands have slanda ofsugar maple,
ye~ birch, whle spruce. blkt spna, wh~e birCh and poplar.
Wabos North was regulated as a oonserva~on te!iet'Ve on December 21, 2000,

,
lr

LAND USE INTENT:

Management of!his area is also governed ~ !he general poIl:ies contained in lhe Land Use Strategy (19gB).

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION:
Those uses and management8Ctiv~il!5 not listed in the fQlowing table are governed by existing conseMllion
reserve polley. Over lime the management direotion will be elaborated inaSlalement or Conservalion Imere&! or
Resource Management Plan. Any n8¥l uses, and commercial actfvilies associalBd with conservation reserves,
will be considered on acase by case basia, and lhey musl Pallatest ofcompalibility to be acceplable.
ClITlpalibilUy is normally determined through ap1annl"¥ process,

ACTIVITY ..

PERMITTED

GUIDEI.INES

"~:.:'C"':;:::::G":":,.J(.'.'C'~C'J~.~~~~'-'lo!!."Z ":".J:lIl':a.""':iI!I"'&'~::'~:>Y,:::r.:&~'!::.:a::n";;;'':';';;~:''':::'Cl'';:.'h-:;:IAl~.l:t:~~ -::':::;:~.\..W~T."!.~::.\l·t'.~·:.n:'II'l'."Ir.t~'!:t.~~r.;':~a;".u:,:~:,,'!.··.J':

Commercial ActjY!ties
No

_ _Ag_g_,...ga~ExtracUon

Bait Flsh/ng
&istinl1:

Yes
Maybe

New:

---_._---------_ ..•
Emling use permi"ed 10 oonIi'IUe, unl8ss thtrtare
signific8nt dtmonslral8d coonicla. New operations
can be ccnaidered, subjecllo lilt "lest of
lXIIlIpalibilllf•

Commercial F;.hing
Existing:
New:

.

i..

Yes
Maybe

Existing use permillad 10 continue, unles& there are
signifICant demonstrated ccnftict&. New ql&ralions
can be al\'laidered. aubjecllo the 'tils! of
ccmpatibilily".

-----r, -.-.. .- - - 
Commercial Fur Harvllt/ng

Existing use permiUed to ccnlinu', unless there are
sigoificant demonslr8llld conflicts. Existing Itap
cabins can oontinUe; new cabins are not permitted,
Naw op1rationa ran be considered. subject 10 the
'Ills! ofcompatibility'.
._---,....----_.....,,_._---,_.,..._-
___~~~~fI'cillHydro D!,velopmont
N~_,
._....
...._ _~

Exirtlng:
New;

---_._----

Commflrtia/ Ti"btr H.rvest

L
L
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CROWN LAND USE ATLAS" POLICY REPORT

em

Updl1fd: SlIPtember 25, ZOO!

MIl/os North

ComntM:i.' Tourism
Existing auln.orizsd facilities can continue, unlta.

Ellsling:
New:

Iher. are significant demOl161rated oontliCl8. New
IDunsm facilitiel can be col19idertc!lPJnngtl1e
Illillning for an IndiviclJal res8t'Ve.

---_._.•_._--
• B.arJluntlng by Non-rtsidenlJ (guided)

Existing:

E:Gsling authoriled operatiQns penniUed 10
continue. Nsw operdons not permitted.

Yes
No

New:
• Outfittilffl Services

Existing aulhorlzed operations jl&rmiltsd to
CO'Itinue. New operatioilB can be ecntidtl'9d dUling
lI1e planning foran incliYidUBl reHl'Vt•

existing:
New:

_-_ _--_

.

......

.. •

, Outpost camps
ExlsUng:
New:

.....

_--_._ _--_

..

•.t! _..•

.•.

N'

•••

. .a

•••

._-_

... -. _...--

Ellislil\1 authorized optralon& pe~lted 10
Ollntinue, New op'ralions can oe <:ot'I.idllflld during
the planning for an indiVidual reserve•
'''--''''''
,
.

Yet
Maybe

_-_

_-_

_--_

• RuotUl/odges

ExistIng:

Yes
Maybe

New;

Ellislirlg aumimd facilitiea pem'lilled IIIeonlinue,
NIW faalities can be considered during theplanning
fllranindivldual1'8serve.

---

En.rgy Transmission andCom/rllm;c.tiDtls CorridolS
ExISUrtg:

These h1ci6Ues should avoid coll69l'Vation reserve
lends wherever paS$ible.

Yes
No

N.w:

----

----

--_ - - 

Food Harvesting (Comm&lti,l)

L
L

Maybe
Maybe

EXisting:

---, New:---_.

_

Mineral Exploration and
DtYelGpmenl

Peat
Exfraction
.......
,
.... " ...

_--

.Wild Rice HaNlstfng

&.isting:
New:

No
.....

----,._...

__

No
.

Yas
Maybe

-L;~;iilidR;;UrceMa;;aaem;iitACiiVitieS"'-'-----""-----"""'--"--'-'"
.. ....

_ .._....

....

Crown Land Disposition
Privatt Ust:

Mayoe

Commercii' U$'I:

Maybe

L

l

j-"
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.. ....... _ - - - .......

_

......-..----.
... _ - _ .

Sele oflaMS is nol permitted, except for minor
dispositions illlUPPClIt ofeXlating U&9B (e.g.
reconstruClIon ofaseptrc system). Renewals of
exiating IMileS and land use p8rmlts ilAl permi"ecL
Requesls for ttansfer or !enure wiH be eonsidered in
the context ofthe Statement ofConservation Interest
orR8S0urGll Manaqemtnt Plan. New rea3l1 orland
use permits permitted for approved aclMties.
ToorismfaciHties can epply 10 upgrade tenlll'llfrom
LUPto lease.
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CROWN LAND USE ATLAS • POLICY REPORT

Yes

Fi" Suppmlion

Fire suppression lloliciet ere similar to8dja<:ent
Crown lands, unless aJlll1la.....fire poIicill8 haw
been developed through aplanning prooesa.
.. . ..
..
•.

--_._---_ __ __ _.__._-_ -.--- _- _-

__.!,ith HI~!.~t ~~Ig,,!~

~~ ..'

_ __

Rs1I Slocking

Conservation Raserves policy indlcale. that
'feetlJred spec1es management" may be permitted,

Maybe

---------------

InsectJdisease SuppmuJon

InventoryIMonitorint!.
Prescribed Burn;"g

_-

o'

-_..__._-_._..

Maybe

.•._.....__..._...... :~., •.•..•.•_._.•

... __

Mayl>ll

-~._

-.._.._._
~.

•••.

_.._ _...• ..

ROidI (Resource Access)
I!JtI.fing:
New:

~

_._._--~~

_._~

,

"

..

,

'

_

----

ElIi.~ng roada can CXJl'ltlnuelQ be uSld. Coomd
use willnciude mainlenance and may include fulUr&

upgredk1g. New roads for resource ~Qt1 wiM
not beplm1illed, with the exception'ofnecB&Sa/Y
access 10 exislin9 forest AlS9rves for minerel
explora6on and developm."t.

Vegelatioq Management

------_.__

_

Conservation Reserve. polic~ indicallS tilt
Featured Speci•• Managlmlll1t and Nalural
System$ Man~9menl may be pllmlitted.
Vegetillion management can be cansiderlld in iI
planning procBSS.

Maybe

_..__ __. _ - - - - - - - - ._-.

Ma~e

Wlldfl,. POPlJ,,6on Management

Science, Educlltlo" and Heritage Appreciation
. _ •••••_

Collecting

__~~ ......

Historical Appreci'.!~ .....~.,. __ ,.-_~.
Yes

Photography lind Painting

~~._ •....__

Wildlife Viewing

N

'

•••••

• •

1 •••• _ ••••••••••_ •• _ ••••••••••••

• _ _. _ .

_

.

.

NatureApp~ation

Re$MfClb

•••• M

_

._------------

Yes
-_............
Yes

B,c!!!tion Activities and Facilities
AllTetl8;n Velliale use

__ __._-
..

I

On TralJ.:

Ves

Off TraiJs:

No

Exisli'1g use perm~!ed 10 continue where itdoes not
adver&Elly affectlhe valuea being protected. ATV
use oft lraB. isno! permilte<lellctpt for dir&cl
relrieval 01 game,

, - - - - - - - - - - - - _.•. . _ _
_....£rmpgr°u.!'i~

MGybe

....._... .~0i1 ~'!h.:!!!!~ ..

Yes

•__..• Horstb~k Riding (lrai~

YIS

Hunting

,

~

Exis6ng use on trails permilted.

Yes

l'
I.

I·

L
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C284

Upd,Jed: Septembflf 25, 1002

WtboaNtHth

EmlinG use on Il'afls pennilled.
-----_
_._._ .. '. .... _........_---

Moun,.in Bille Use

Yes

Motor Soat Use
Commercial:

Yes:

__.__..J!!.!.:n:::1e~:

_

Yes
--------~~

Non-motorized Recreation rRvtI

-----_.

_

.•

YIlI

_._-

PriVllt. RfClWtion e,mps (Hunt Camps)
Existing:
YeG
New:
No

.._....._----

EJi.ling camps pmilled tocontinue, and may be
ellglbll for enhanced tenure. but not purchese of
land.

---_._---_.....

Rock Climbing
' ..

Snowmobiling

Yes

On Trai/!:

Off Traib;;

-----

_-

game.
----_._

_..

_ _Sport Fishl....;ngo.-

CKfaiing use permi1tlld 10 contlnll6 Where itd0l8 not
adversely Bffeclll1e valu. being protected.
Snllwmobiing elf tails is not p&rmiltBd, exceptlhal
snowmobKes may be uted for direct relriaval of

__._.._ 

. Yes

Trait Dev,IoPffl*"t

Maybe

Development oftrails for avariety ofaolMlies (e.g.
hiking, cross<ounlrY skii/19, cyclrtg, horseback
riding, 6l1OwmobilinlJ) call be considered as part of
planning for an indMdual reserve.
__
_..
NoIe: The ~Iides oull/l$d in lhis Iabl8 do 1101 supers.d. lI1y Aborllllnll or l(8a1y rigl1ls lIIal may lIlisl, or at,*, Ieglll obligalions.

------_

r>"'o."',m:..~·m.'L'\:;t~1::t.,'I!~;,:;;;'l:l

__

_--~--_.

_ _-_.

..·.L;:.\;~,,;:"t'~:'~:,'=·'l'.'\,~::!':\?;~~J~l~:zl;::::::~1·.•':...:......:Io,:r.-.:!TIIl'_'r.::~."'%.r.~=.~.r.:~.!'~I:.~T..J:.::o·*;:.":,;.··".·:"':'...,,~.·.~·r;..·..~"':"'·....·.:~:.~~

Management et/ l11is conservation r86eMl iscaniel! out wilhit11l'11 COnlIxt ofConservation R&MnI$ polley as amended by
the poliQe. fornew ronservalion reserves ClIJ~ined inthe Onlario's Living Legacy Lane! Use Stratogy.

SOURCE OF DIRECTION:
Ontario's living Ligacy Land Use Strategy (I999)
ConHMtion Reserves Policy (1997)
Sault Sis. Marie Di$lrict Land UNGuidelines (1983)

EXPLANATION OF EDlrS:

L
I.f

L
11;.

I.
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~

Reiaurces

MlIlIlfWlIII cn..
Rich.....
naturelililll

64 ChurchStreet
Sault SEe; Marie, ON

P6A 3M3

T~laphone: (705) 949-1231 x 210
Pacsimile: (705) 949-64S0

E-mail:

!iCcBmpagllg.mprm.gp.Cj1

November10, 1999

TO: ONTARIO LIVlNGLEGACY STAKEHOLDERS
DearSirlMadam:
On July 16, 1999, the Onwio OoVet11hllllnt releued Onltlrlo's LiYin, !A,tIC1 Land U;,. SrrrueD.

a broad land use Itratogy for the p1aDniDg and managemerlt of much of Ebe Crown lands in cenual
mel pans of northern ODEario. A lDIjorpan of Oncario';, Livi", UIQC11And Us. Sn'DI~D wu a
govemment commitment to the biggelt expwion of provinc:ial parks and conservation 181elVeS
iD Onmrio's history. Onwio iDEeDd& to add 378 new areu EO iu pro** areas' sysum.
Olllario's;U"ln, !Alae, is a momentous achievement thlL will be I8COpaized around me world
u • significant eomribution to susWning our natural environment, A copy of the Lt:uuI Use
SrraullJ1 is availablefrom our OtrlCe upon request.

·'·
L
;~,

In ICcordance with die recol1UMDClations in Ontario's LMn, ulQC1 LaIUI Use Sn'DIen. the
Ministry of Nuaral Reaourees is DOW begiDnini the proceu of amblisbiDg the firsr let of 64
protectedinu from the lAnd Us. SIrrlUD. The rust step in this procell is cODsultaIion CD the
boWJdarie, ofthele 64 areas. The remainin,314 proposedpnxeaed ItU5 wiD be cOl1lwted
upon in the future.
As stated in the 1AndUs. Srra~D, the boandaty re(memeor procesl will conaiderlocal
ecological information and will aaempt to locate regalated boundaries lion, features that can be
identifiecl on the ground. This boundaryrefinemenr ptoee$S may ~u1t in mode.It increases or
decreases in the sizes of the areas. Any exiadn, commitments for the areas which were
coDlidered dlIringthe land use plannin, FOCas, will be considered in defining the liDal
boundary•.

Thillisr of 64 areas includes the prop08ecl Wabos Nordl and Waboll South COIlIefVarion
R.eIetves•.
TheIANl Use Smu,gy established the Ministry's Inrent to add lhlSlll:l Crown lands EO Ontario's
protectedareas' system.foUowinslhe extensivepublic consultAtion auociated with Olllario's
Livin, lA,at:y and the Lanth/or Lit' land use planning inlriativa between 1997and 1999. Prior
to the fiDaljzDtion of the bounclary of these conservation teSeI'VC$ proposedfor teauJarion under
the Public Lands Act. the Minisrryis inviting public comment on me proposedboundariea.

l
L·
".,

•
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Yournmne and acldrea havebeen included within. Minisrry mailina list to Dd.visl: potentially
intemEed persons abOUt thesenewconservation Rservos. Thismailini lbit includes a broad
groupsuehas nearby landownen. reseureeusers. persons with other riJbts or tenure(e.g. land
use penni~ Mining Act riahtS), IDUnicipaUties and otherswhomay haw an intereSt in these

areas.

Information deacribing these proposed areaais attached. More detailed mappins and information
,bout thepropoaed boundaries are available fromthis office.
In thefutlire and subject to the {ntendl:d reJUladon of these areu as G01\Sl:rvation reserves, the
Minisa)' of Natural Resources will undenakea management pllllll1ing process to determine the
long·tmn :man~t of dlese protected areas.·Depending upon the complexity of issuea
related to Jhese conServaUoD reaerves, manapment p1annina may rake the fonn of, simple
Swement,of CouservatiOD InteteSI or a moredl:tailed Resource MlIlIPmeIlt Plan. Please let US
know if yOu wouldlike to benotified whenplanDiDg begins.

PlaDning, ~l, IDd pormined 115" within the.. conservation reserves would be
c:onsistent'wlth the commitmentS ot OlUtUio's Living LegacyLtwJ UI. Srrtll.'y.
The Minisa)' it coIlectin.corDlDems IDd informatioa regarcIlJlI theseproposed conservation
reserve bollDduy reviews under !heauthority of the PublicLands Mt. to 15sm in maldlll

dec:ilions ~ determiDiDa tunhetpubliccoasulrarion needs. Commenu and opiDlons will be
kept on file and maybe mGluded in studydocumentadon that is made available for publicreview.
UDdef the f'r,.Jom ofIlffomuuiOll tutd ProTeCtlOll 01Prl,,/ICY Act (1987), persooal iDfonnation
wUl ~ c:onfideruiaJ uoleslprior CODSeflt Is obtained. However. the Ministrymayuse this
intormadon as pubUc mput on cxher teSOQtCe mlllqernent SUIYe)'S or projects. For further
iDformatioh reprclina dIiI AJ;t, pleasecontactWay:ae FlIet,Information Manapment
Supervisor..Minisay ofNaanl R.esoutces. Sault Ste, Marie DiStrict (70'·949-121 ext. 288).
If you would Ute to dflC'llls the proposed bonndaries and theprotection of these areas under the
Public: Lands Act, please CODtlCt:Edn Nixon. Community Planner, Ministry ofNamral
Resources. 64 ChutCb St.,SaultSee. Marll:, P6A 3H3, tel: 705-949-121, fax: 705-949-6450. by
December ·15. 1999. Purther mtormation on Onttulo'$ LJy/nt lA,ar:y is available in our officeor
by visirina;tbe Miniluy's Intemet website 81 www.mnr.lOv.on.calMNRloW.
Thank yOU'(OTyour Ulterest.

Yours sincerely,

i~~.~
f;r SergeTenaalia
DistrictManapr

Ministry of Natural Resources
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jOnt~n.o's
~ Living Legacy

L

WABOS NORTH CONSERVATION RESERVE

(C284)
FACT SHEET
JANUARY,

•

2001

BACKGROUND

On July 16, 1999, the Ontario Government released Ontario's Living
Legacy Land Use Strategy to gUide the planning and management of
Crown lands in central and parts of northern Ontario. A major part of
Ontario's Living Legacy Land Use Strategy was a government intent to
establish 378 new protected areas. This commitment marks the biggest
expansion of provincial parks and conservation reserves in Ontario's
history.
The Wabos North Conservation Reserve is part of this significant
expansion of Ontario's protected areas system. Following public and
Aboriginal consultation in late 1999 and early 2000 on refining the
boundary of this protected area, Ontario Regulation 805/94 of the Public
Lands Act was amended on January 6, 2001, by Ontario Regulation
686/00, to formally establish this conservation reserve.
•

SIZE AND LOCATION

The Wabos North Conservation Reserve is located approximately 35 km
northeast of the city of Sault Ste. Marie in Shields Township. Comprising
about 956 ha of mainly forested land, Wabos North is situated north of the
community of Wabos and east of the Algoma Central Railway line.
•

AREA HIGHLIGHTS

This conservation reserve is located in a scenic area of Ontario along the
Lake Superior coastline between Agawa Bay and Gros Cap that is known
by resource managers as "ecological site district 4£-2". Extending inland
for approximately 60-90 km, this ecological unit is characterized by a
rugged topography and elevations exceeding 450 metres. Landform units
include ground moraine, consisting of bedrock uplands with a thin layer of
sandy soil on the upper slopes and thicker soils in the valleys, and end
moraine, linear ridges formed as halt positions along former ice fronts.
Exposed bedrock is common, and dates back billions of years to the
Precambrian and Cambrian periods.
Located within the Algoma Forest Section of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence
Forest Region, the Wabos North Conservation Reserve is characterized by
a high proportion of tolerant hardwood trees. Red maple and ash forests
cover the valley bottoms, while the upland areas have stands of sugar

l

L
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maple, yellow birch, balsam fir, white spruce, black spruce, white birch
and poplar.
While a detailed biological study has not been conducted within the
conservation reserve, a number of significant species are known to be
present within site district 4E-2. The provincially significant wood turtle
has been recorded here, while the increasingly rare snapping turtle
reaches the northern limits of its range. The endangered bald eagle
breeds here as well as the provincially significant least bittern, red
shouldered-hawk, American coot, and long-eared and short-eared owls.
Many rare vascular plants have been recorded, including Braun's holly
fern, the limestone oak fern, the lance-leaved coreopsis, and the monkey
flower.

l

.
I

~..

•

LAND USE INTENT

Conservation reserves are areas of Crown land set aside by regulation
under the Public Lands Act.
Conservation reserves complement provincial parks in protecting
representative natural areas and special landscapes. Most recreational
activities (e.g. hiking, skiing, tourism related uses, nature appreciation)
and non-industrial activities (e.g. fur harvesting, commercial fishing and
bait harvesting) that have traditionally been enjoyed in the area will
continue, provided that these uses do not impact on the natural features
needing protection. Hunting and fishing are also permitted within all new
conservation reserves proposed through Ontario's Living Legacy.
Commercial timber harvesting, mining, aggregate extraction and
commercial hydroelectric development are prohibited in conservation
reserves. Careful mineral exploration may occur in specific new
conservation reserves proposed through Ontario's Living Legacy, in areas
that have provincially significant mineral potential. If a portion of a new
conservation reserve is to be developed for a mine, it would be removed
from the reserve, and appropriate replacement lands would be placed into
regulation. Please refer to Table 4 from the Land Use Strategy (OMNR
1999) for a detailed summary of permitted uses in conservation reserves.
•

NEXT STEPS

This regulated area has been withdrawn and protected from resource
extraction activities such as timber harvesting, hydroelectric development,
aggregate extraction and new mineral exploration.
In the future, the Ministry of Natural Resources will prepare a long-term
management plan for this area. Depending upon the complexity of issues
within this conservation reserve, management planning may take the form
of a simple SCI or a more detailed Resource Management Plan. Please let
us know if you would like to be notified when planning begins.
Planning, management and the uses permitted within this conservation
reserve would be consistent with the commitments of Ontario's Living
Legacy Land Use Strategy (OMNR 1999).
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

For further information on the Wabos North Conservation Reserve, please
contact Erin Nixon, District Planner, Ministry of Natural Resources, Sault
Ste. Marie District (705-949-1231 ext. 247). You may also visit the
Ministry's Internet website at www.ontarioslivinglegacy for information on
Ontario's Living Legacy.

Ministry of Natural Resources

33

L
l

Wabos North Conservation Reserve

Statement of Conservation Interest

®Ontario
Ontario's Living Legacy

64 Church Street
Sault Ste. Marie, ON

P6A 3H3

August 22, 2001

Regulation of Ontario's Living Legacy Protected Areas in Sault Ste. Marie District
In July 1999, the Ontario Government released the Ontario's Living Legacy Land Use
Strategy, a broad land use approach to the planning and management of Crown lands in
central and parts of northern Ontario. A large component of the Ontario's Living Legacy
Land Use Strategy was a government commitment to add 378 new provincial parks and
conservation reserves to Ontario's protected areas system.
In November 1999 and again in September 2000, we provided you with the opportunity
to comment on the proposed boundaries for the park and the conservation reserves in
Sault Ste. Marie District. I am pleased to inform you that, as of January 2001, the park
and fifteen of these conservation reserves have been regulated. The new park and
conservation reserves in the District are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

P285
C243
C244
C245
C246
C258
C260
C262
C263
C281
C284
C286
C289
C294
C298
C307

Sandy Islands Provincial Nature Reserve
Wagong Lake Forest Conservation Reserve
Rawhide Lake Conservation Reserve
Jollineau Conservation Reserve Conservation Reserve
Echo River Hardwoods Conservation Reserve
Thessalon River Delta/Rock Lake Red Oak Conservation Reserve
Rose Lake Dune Peatland Complex Conservation Reserve
Stuart Lake Wetland Conservation Reserve
Garden Lake Forest Conservation Reserve
Tilley Creek West Conservation Reserve
Wabos North Conservation Reserve
Wabos South Conservation Reserve
Searchmont South Forest Conservation Reserve
O'Connor Conservation Reserve
Harmony Forest Conservation Reserve
IIe Parisienne Conservation Reserve

Regulation means the park and conservation reserves are now legally mapped and
recognized as protected areas of crown land under the jurisdiction of the provlnclal
government. As such, these areas will be protected from industrial activities, including
commercial forestry, hydroelectric development, mining, and aggregate and peat
extraction. Traditional recreational and resource uses such as hunting, fishing, hiking,
canoeing, boating, and fur trapping, will generally be permitted to continue within the
conservation reserves. In nature reserve class provincial parks (e.g. P285, Sandy Islands),
hunting and fur trapping are not permitted; other traditional recreational uses (fishing,
hiking, canoeing, boating) may continue.
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Ontario Parks staff is responsible for the planning and management of Sandy Islands
Provincial Nature Reserve and they will prepare an Interim Management Statement to gUide
Sault Ste. Marie District is responsible for the
the management of this property.
management of the conservation reserves and will develop Statements of Conservation
Interest (SCI) to guide the management of each new conservation reserve. There will be
opportunity for the public to review and comment on draft SCIs for each conservation
reserve.
Depending upon the complexity of issues related to the sites and their
management, more detailed Management Plans may, in due course, be required.
Detailed maps of the regulated boundaries for these new protected areas are available for
viewing in the Sault Ste. Marie District office and the Blind River Area office of the Ministry
of Natural Resources.

If you have any questions or concerns about the management of Sandy Islands Provincial
Nature Reserve, please contact Chris Caldwell, Ontario Parks at the Sault Ste. Marie District
Office. Concerns regarding any of the conservation reserves, should be addressed to Sheila
Walsh (Oll Resource Planner) also at the Sault Ste. Marie District Office.
Thank you for your interest in Ontario's Living legacy.
Yours truly,

Tom Mispel-Beyer
A/District Manager
Sault Ste. Marie District
Telephone: 705-949-1231
Facsimilie: 705-949-6450
E-mail:
tom.mispelbeyer@mnr.gov.on.ca

TMB/gm

Ministry of Natural Resources

35

