EAGLE LAKE ISLANDS
CONSERVATION RESERVE
(C2340)

STATEMENT OF CONSERVATION INTEREST

Ontario

Ontario's Living Legacy

APRIL, 2003

DRYDEN DISTRICT
MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES




Approval Statement

We are pleased to approve this Statement of Conservation Interest for the Eagle Lake
Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340).

This Statement of Conservation Interest will provide guidance for the management of the
Conservation Reserve and form the basis for ongoing monitoring of activities. More
detailed direction is not anticipated at this time. Should significant facility development
be considered or complex issues arise requiring additional studies, more defined
management direction, or special protection measures, a more detailed Conservation
Reserve Management Plan will be prepared with full public consultation.

The Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve will be managed under the jurisdiction of
the Dryden Area supervisor, Dryden District, Ministry of Natural Resources.

R.G. McColm Charlie Lauer
Dryden District Manager Regional Director
Ministry of Natural Resources Northwest Region

Ministry of Natural Resources

Date Date
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1.0 Background Information

The purpose of this document is to
identify and document the natural

management guidelines, lay out the
activities that will and will not be
permitted. For more information
regarding this Statement of Conservation

heritage values of the Eagle Lake Islands Interest (SCI) please refer to the
Conservation Reserve, the activities that "Conservation Reserve Policy and

occur there and, through a set of

Table 1.1: Back
Name

Site Region / Site District
OMNR Administrative
Region / District / Area
Total Area (ha
Regulation Date

First Nations

OBM
Lat. / Long.
Basemap

General Location
Description

Access

Procedure PL3.03.05".

round information for the Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve.

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve
(C2340)

4S-4,48-5

Northwest Region / Dryden District /
Dryden Forest

3,395 ha

Anticipated for 2003

Ojibway Nation of the Saugeen Band, Wabigoon Lake
Ojibway Nation, Aboriginal People of Wabigoon,

See Appendix

49°42N /93 15 W

20 15: 4600 55100, 4700 55100, 4700 55000, 4800
55000, 4800 55100, 4900 55100, 4700 54900, 4800
54900, 4900 55000, 4900 54900, 5000 54900, 4900
54800, 5000 54800

The reserve encompasses most of the 490 +/- islands
consisting of Crown land on Eagle Lake. It is located
approximately 40 kilometers west of the City of
Dryden.

There are a number of private and public boat
launches on Eagle Lake. A boat (or snowmobile in
the winter) can be taken from one of these to any of
the islands on the lake.

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340) Statement of Conservation Interest 1




Table 1.2: Representation Targets — A summary of earth science, life science, cultural
resource values and present or possible recreational opportunities.

Life Science Representation

Earth Science Representation

Cultural Value
Representation

Recreational Opportunities

Upland Forest/Forested Dunes:

~1/3 of forest is dominated by balsam fir

Conifer Mixedwood — balsam fir, jack pine, trembling
aspen, white birch, black and white spruce

Pure and mixed jack pine forest, pure and mixed red
pine stands. White pine scattered throughout.
Scattered cedar stands.

Wetland:

Poor conifer swamp and poor fen fringed with thicket
swamp (speckled alder, lake sedge) and tall shrub shore
fen (bog birch, sweet gale, leather leaf, wire sedge,
marsh cinquefoil)

Animal Species:

Moose, deer, bear, bald eagle, beaver, cormorants,
mallards, mergansers, American white pelican, turkey
vulture, sharp-shinned hawk, numerous song bird
species, wood frog

Bedrock:

The Wabigoon fault runs through the reserve.

North of fault: metasedimentary rock of the Warclub
group, migmatitic and granitic equivalents

South of the fault: 3 types of volcanic rock; basalt flow
(volcanic) rocks commonly pillowed, dacitic to
rhyolitic rock, and massive, pillowed basalt rock.

On the fault: bands of sedimentary rock interlayed with
the pillowed volcanics.

Granitic rocks of the Atikwa batholith intrude the lower
part of the greenstone belt.

Surficial Geology:

Silty clay deposits are dominant throughout central
Eagle Lake. Thin ground moraine overlies bedrock on
higher ground. The Eagle-Finlayson end moraine can
be found directly northeast of the reserve.

The reserve contains a number of sites where Native
artifacts, pictographs, burial sites, fur trading posts and
places of worship have been located.

Recreational opportunities exist for fishing, general
water sports, snowmobiling, hunting, camping and
nature activities.

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340) Statement of Conservation Interest
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Figure 1: General location of the Eagle lake Islands Conservation Reserve.

Table 1.3: Survey Information — Overview of inventories completed, their level of detail
and any inventories that are needed.

Survey Level Life Science Earth Science Cultural Recreational
Reconnaissance | - Life Science - Earth Science - not required | - Recreation
Checksheet, 2002 | Checksheet, 2002 Inventory Checklist,
2002
Detailed - not required - not required - not required | - not required

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340) Statement of Conservation Interest




2.0 Values to be Protected

This section provides a description of the
key natural heritage values on the site,

their condition relative to past resource
and management activities, and their
sensitivity to future land use and
management activities.

Table 2.1: Values identified on the Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve.

Life Science

- provincially rare cut-leaved ragwort found on south-facing clay

bank on un-named island

- individual red and white pine may exceed 120 years of age.

- relict prairie communities consisting of 50 to 120 year old bur oak,
hawthorn, downy arrow wood, snowberry, bearberry, rough
cinquefoil (western species) > rare in Ecodistrict 4S54

- bald eagles, American white pelicans present

Earth Science

- Wabigoon fault (in conjunction with its presence in Eagle-Dogtooth

PP) is considered regionally significant
- greenstone belt and migmatites are well exposed making them
easily accessible for study > given local significance

Cultural - modern cultural structures > man-made tables, fire pits, benches
etc. on shore lunch/camp sites

Aboriginal

Tourism
Recreational Fishing Permitted;
Recreational Hunting

Trapping

Pictographs, artifact sites, places of worship and fur-trading posts

24 tourist operators on lake (primarily on mainland)

Permitted; WMU #8 (some in 7B)
Permitted; DRO5N03501, DR04N03201, DRO5N01601,

DR04N03101, DR04T01901, DR04N01301, DR04T01801,
DR04N01701, DR04N01401, DRO3N00401

Bear Management Area

Permitted; DR:7B-107, 08-016, 08-003, 08-004, 08-002, 08-007,

08-008, 08-015, 08-023, 08-014, 08-027, 08-025

Bait Harvesting

Commercial Fishing N/A

Bait fish Block #s: 497932, 496932, 496931, 495932, 495931,
495924, 494931

2.2 Values to be Protected

The intent of this SCI is to protect the
following values by establishing
management guidelines for existing and
potential uses in this area given the level
of past disturbance and the nature of the
existing features.

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340) Statement of Conservation Interest

2.2.1 Forest Values

The reserve provides provincially
significant representation of conifer,
conifer mixed and deciduous mixed
forests on lacustrine sediments in
Ecodistrict 4S-4 and 4S-5. Additionally,
critical representation of sparse forest
exists here. Individual red and white
pine scattered throughout the reserve
may exceed 120 years of age




representing old-growth trees. Prior to
past selective logging activities and fire
suppression, red and white pine, and
white spruce may have been more
abundant on the reserve. Relict prairie
communities consisting of 50 to 120
year old bur oak can also be found on
the south-facing shores of at least 3 of
the islands. (Foster et al, 2002)

2.2.2 Biological Values

The provincially rare cut-leaved ragwort
was found on a south-facing clay bank
on an un-named island. The site on
which it was found was highly disturbed
by past logging. It was found in
association with fringed bindweed, pale
corydalis and common hemp nettle.
This plant is known to exist in only 2
other locations in Ontario. (Foster et al.,
2002)

A number of bald eagle nests can be
found on the islands and the surrounding
main land of Eagle Lake. As well, the
American pelican, considered
endangered in Ontario, has been seen on
the lake. Sections of Eagle Lake
including Meridian Bay, Rice Bay and
Niven Bay are fish sanctuaries from
April 1 to May 31. See Appendix A for
a depiction of sanctuary locations.

2.2.3 Landform Values

The regionally extensive Wabigoon fault
that bisects the reserve can be found in
Eagle-Dogtooth Provincial Park also.
The fault is well exposed on the islands
of the reserve around Detour Point and
enhance the representation found in the
park. This makes this feature regionally

significant. Local significance was
given to the exposed greenstone belt and
migmatites on the islands due to their
accessibility for use in scientific study.
(Blackburn, 2002)

2.2.4 Recreational Values

Eagle Lake, sport fish, trails/routes,
small islands, man-made structural
features, mixed coniferous/deciduous
forest, general wildlife and historical
sites were considered all to be recreation
features. Current activities enjoyed
within the Eagle Lake Islands
Conservation Reserve and on Eagle
Lake include fishing, general water
sports, general snow sports, hunting, and
camping (shore lunches). Potential
exists for general nature activities and
viewing such as identifying wildlife,
nature study and interpretation,
photography, relaxation, contemplation
and solitude. The small islands were
considered to be most sensitive to
recreation use, primarily those
containing man-made structures. (See
Appendix D)

A few of the islands on Eagle Lake
contain private cottages and/or consist of
private land. Private holdings are not
included within the reserve.

2.2.5 Tourism Values

Twenty-four tourist establishments exist
on Eagle Lake, the majority of which are
on main land. At least 2 of these,
however, are on the islands. These
private parcels have not been included in
the Conservation Reserve. Some of the
tourist lodges offer fall bear and moose
hunting as well as summer angling.

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340) Statement of Conservation Interest 5



3.0 Management Guidelines

3.1 Land Tenure

The Eagle Lake Islands Conservation
Reserve consists entirely of Crown land.
The north shore of Eagle Lake contains
mostly private land. The rest of the
surrounding area is Crown land. A few
of the islands on Eagle Lake are
privately owned. These have not been
included in the conservation reserve.

Eagle Lake Islands Forest Reserve
(F2340) consists of one island
(approximately 12 ha size) just west of
Net and Prendible Islands. Policy
governing Forest Reserves (FR) is
similar to that of Conservation Reserves
with the exception of mining being
allowed.

Currently, a mining claim exists on the
island. Should this claim be retired
through normal processes, the FR would
become part of the Eagle Lake Islands
Conservation Reserve.

Eagle-Dogtooth Provincial Park spans
the southwest shoreline of Eagle Lake
from Muskeg Bay west and fully
encompasses the West Arm. The park
heads west across Eagle River and south
through Piskegomang Brook,
encompassing associating waterbodies.

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340) Statement of Conservation Interest

igure 2: Stand f r oak surrounded by red pine.

The Eagle Lake Islands Conservation
Reserve will remain Crown land and no
dispositions (including Land Use
Permits or Licenses of Occupation) will
be issued for the site.

The disposition of adjacent Crown Land
will be dealt with on a case-by-case
basis.

Unauthorized occupations of lands
within the conservation reserve will be
handled in accordance with approved
policy, and any required structural
removal will be at the owner's expense.

3.2 Existing and Proposed
Development

There is an old mine shaft on one of the
islands. This site will be monitored
periodically for any changes to integrity.
Warning signs will be posted. An active
quartz rock quarry exists on the south
shore of Muskeg Bay on Eagle Lake. In
the surrounding areas there are a number
of active as well as inactive aggregate
pits. Additionally, a number of tertiary
and secondary roads exist leading to
access points along the lake and to
surrounding lakes. A lot of these were
used for timber harvest at one point in
time.



Historic selective logging for red and
white pine, and white spruce was
apparent on an un-named island south of
Stanton Island. Other islands show
evidence of past logging as well (i.e.
logging camp remains). Harvest blocks
exist to the south and southeast of Eagle
Lake. These are scheduled for harvest
between 2003 to 2008.

Facility infrastructure and development
for recreational and/or educational
purposes only may be considered in the
future if there is a demonstrated demand
for such facilities. All provincial policies
that guide development on Crown Land
are applicable in Conservation Reserves.
A more detailed management plan
would be required prior to any
development occurring. Such a plan
would have to ensure that there would be
no negative impacts to any habitat or
ecosystem pertinent to the values
protected in this reserve.

3.3 Recreational Activities

Most recreational activities that have
traditionally been enjoyed in this area
can continue provided they pose no
threat to the natural ecosystems and
features protected by the conservation
reserve. Those uses that are regulated
include hunting, fishing and trapping.
Most other permitted activities are non-

Figure 3: Deer swimming across agle Lake.

regulated (i.e. canoeing, exploring,
snowmobiling). See Section 2.2.4 for
the recreational uses for this
Conservation Reserve as determined by
the Recreation Resource Inventory.

It is recommended that sites containing
man-made structures be monitored, due
to the accumulation of human waste
during shore lunch and camping
activities.

Currently no documented trails exist in
the Eagle Lake Islands Conservation
Reserve. Snowmobile trails and canoe
routes do run throughout Eagle Lake
however.

3.4 Commercial Activities

No new activities, such as commercial
logging, hydroelectric power
development, new transmission lines
(e.g. power or communications),
pipelines, highways or roads, and the
extraction of minerals, aggregate or peat
will be permitted.

Eagle Lake is currently licensed (2003)
for commercial fishing of whitefish.
Incidental species include small limits of
walleye and northern pike and unlimited
for several non-sport fish species. As
well, a water-control structure exists on
Eagle River, regulating lake levels
throughout the year.

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340) Statement of Conservation Interest 7
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An examination of the possible impact
of activities on adjacent lands should be
evaluated in the Forest Management
Plan.

3.5 Aboriginal Interests

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation
Reserve (C2340) lies within Treaty 3
area. Eagle Lake First Nations Reserve
lies on the northeast shoreline of Eagle
Lake. A number of historical aboriginal
sites can be found on the islands (see
Table 2.1). Wild rice harvesting and
commercial fishing occur on Eagle Lake
itself.

To date, neither this nor any other
Aboriginal Group has voiced any issues
in regards to this conservation reserve.
Nothing in this Statement of
Conservation Interest affects in any way
existing or future Aboriginal or treaty
rights.

3.6 Natural Resources Stewardship

Natural Resource Stewardship involves
the consideration of the following

&

igure 4: Inside the mineshaft looking out.

specific natural resource management
categories.

3.6.1 Vegetation Management

Management within the conservation
reserve will allow for the continuation of
natural ecosystem processes and
functions with minimal human
interference.

Forest fire suppression will be carried
out in accordance with the approved Fire
Management Strategy for the
surrounding lands. “Light on the Land”
suppression techniques which do not
unduly disturb the landscape will be
encouraged where feasible. Examples of
“light on the land” techniques may
include limiting the number of trees
felled or the use of heavy equipment or
foam.

Opportunities for prescribed burning to
achieve ecological or resource
management objectives may be
considered. These management
objectives will be developed with public
consultation prior to any prescribed
burning, and reflected in the document

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340) Statement of Conservation Interest 8



that provides management direction for
this conservation reserve. Plans for any
prescribed burning will be developed in
accordance with the MNR Prescribed
Burn Planning Manual, and the Class
Environmental Assessment for
Provincial Parks and Conservation
Reserves (approval pending).

Forest insect and disease management
will continue as on surrounding Crown
lands.

3.6.2 Fish and Wildlife Management

The existing Wildlife Management Unit
(WMU # 8§, 7B), sport fishing
regulations and management activities
will apply. Currently, several fish
sanctuaries exist on Eagle Lake. See
Appendix A for sanctuary location.

3.6.3 Landforms

None of the landforms mentioned will be
altered by landform modification
activities such as filling and extraction.
The extraction of aggregates and similar
materials are not permitted.

Mineral exploration and extraction are
not permitted within the CR. Mining
and related access may occur within the
existing mining claim designated as
Forest Reserve.

3.7 Cultural Resources Stewardship

To date, there have been no surveys
done to assess cultural or heritage
values. However, it is known and has
been documented that Eagle Lake
contains a number of traditional-use
sites, artifact-find sites and pictographs.
Further Cultural Inventories were
deemed unnecessary at the time.

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340) Statement of Conservation Interest

3.8 Client Services

Given the focus on low key
management, client information will be
given on an inquiry basis only and will
deal with the basic level of information
with respect to access, natural heritage
appreciation, recommended activities
and boundaries.

3.9 Research

Non-destructive research by qualified
individuals will be encouraged to
provide a better understanding of the
natural values protected by the
Conservation Reserve and to advance
protection, planning and management.
In order to assist with enhancing the
management guidelines for the reserve,
the collection of additional earth and life
science information during research is
encouraged.

All research programs will require the
approval of the Ministry of Natural
Resources as will the removal of any
natural or cultural specimen. The
establishment of permanent plots,
observation points or facilities must also
be approved and be compatible with the
Conservation Reserve protection
objective. Any site disturbed by
research activities must be rehabilitated
as closely as possible to its previous
state.

3.10 Marketing

Awareness of the Conservation Reserve
is promoted through the Living Legacy
web site. Intensive management activity
to increase use is not required at this
time.



4.0 Implementation

Implementation of this Statement of
Conservation Interest will primarily
involve monitoring activities to ensure
adherence to the management guidelines
and responding to inquiries about the
site.

Implementation of this statement and
management of the reserve are the
responsibility of the Dryden Area
Supervisor. Partnerships may be
pursued to address management needs.

5.0 Review and Revisions

5.1 Review and Revisions

This Conservation Reserve Statement of
Conservation Interest will be reviewed
on an ongoing basis.

If changes in management direction are
needed at any time, the significance of
the changes will be evaluated and further
consultation a possibility. Any major
amendments will require full public
consultation and the approval of the
District Manager and Regional Director.
Affected clients will be immediately
informed of proposed changes to this
Statement of Conservation Interest.

5.2 Public Consultation

5.2.1 Results of Past Consultations

Consultation on the Eagle Lake Islands
Conservation Reserve was conducted as
part of the consultation on the Ontario's
Living Legacy Land Use Strategy, July
1999. Subsequent consultation also took
place in June 2001 to refine the
boundary of the Conservation Reserve.

District Manager letters, totaling 194,
were sent to the Dryden Forest
Management Co., Weyerhaeuser and
Ontario’s Forest Industries Association
Tourist Outfitters, Advisory
Committees, Trappers, Land Owners,
Members of the Public, NGOs and GOs.
Newspaper ads were placed in the
Ignace Driftwood June 20, 2001 and
Dryden Observer on June 19, 2001.

First Nation Consultation letters were
also sent to twelve Native communities
and organizations including the Eagle
Lake First Nations, Wabigoon Lake
Ojibway Nation and Aboriginal People
of Wabigoon. Direct consultation with
Treaty 3 First Nations was carried out on
a regional basis and concluded
November of 2002.

No responses have been received to date
from any of the above mentioned
organizations/groups.

5.2.2 Present and Future Consultation

More widespread consultation is not
deemed necessary at this time.

5.2.3 Author

This Statement of Conservation Interest
was prepared by Alicia H.L. Morin,
OLL Intern, Information Management,
Dryden District. Assistance was
provided by Martin Pell (Dryden District
Planner) and members of the Dryden
Area Team.

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve (C2340) Statement of Conservation Interest 10
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Appendix A:

Eagle Lake Islands Conservation Reserve
(C2340) Values Map
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