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Approval Statement

| am pleased to approve this Statement of Conservation Interest for the Manitou Conservation
Reserve.

This Statement of Conservation Interest provides guidance for the management of the
conservation reserve and the basis for the ongoing monitoring activities. More detailed direction
at thistime is not anticipated. Should significant facility development be considered or complex
issues arise requiring additional studies, more defined management direction, or specia
protection measures, a more detailed Conservation Reserve Management Plan will be prepared
with full public consultation.

The public was consulted during the original regulation process and further consultation is not
required at thistime.

The conservation reserve will be managed under the jurisdiction of the Rainy River/Manitou
Area Supervisor, Fort Frances District, Ministry of Natural Resources.

kv Charlie Lauer
Regional Director
Northwest Region
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1.0 Introduction

On July 16, 1999, the Ontario Government released the Ontario’s Living Legacy Land Use
Strategy to guide the planning and management of Crown landsin central and parts of northern
Ontario. A major part of the Ontario’s Living Legacy Land Use Strategy was a government
intent to establish 378 new protected areas. This commitment marks the biggest expansion of
provincial parks and conservation reservesin Ontario’s history.

The Manitou Conservation Reserveis part of this significant expansion of Ontario’s protected
areas system.

Conservation reserves are areas of Crown land set aside by regulation under the Public Lands
Act, complementing provincial parksin protecting representative natural areas and special
landscapes. Most recreationa (e.g. hiking, skiing, tourism related uses, nature appreciation) and
non-industrial (e.g. fur harvesting, commercial fishing and bait harvesting) activities that have
traditionally been enjoyed in the areawill continue, provided that these uses do not impact on the
natural features needing protection. Hunting and fishing is permitted within all new conservation
reserves proposed through Ontario’s Living Legacy.

Commercial timber harvesting, mining, aggregate extraction and commercia hydroelectric
development are prohibited in conservation reserves. Careful mineral exploration may occur in
specific new conservation reserves proposed through Ontario’s Living Legacy, in areas that have
been identified as having provincially significant mineral potential by the Ministry of Northern
Development and Mines. If aportion of a new conservation reserve isto be developed for a
mine, it would be removed from the reserve, and appropriate replacement lands would be placed
in regulation.

The upland forests and associated wetlands captured by the Manitou site include representative
areas of old growth red pine, white pine and eastern white cedar. The site also contains other
representative landform and vegetation types, including a variety of conifer, hardwood and mixed
forests and examples of areas affected by natural wildfire. The rugged terrain of the proposed
Manitou Conservation Reserve is an example of thin glacial outwash till deposited over

metavol canic bedrock following the recession of the glaciers some 10,000 years ago. The area
supports a healthy population of moose, bear and many small mammals. The site has good
potential for outdoor recreational activities, with high scenic values, an abundance of wildlife and
excellent fishing opportunities. The southern area of thisreserve is accessible by water through
the adjacent proposed Highrock Conservation Reserve.

The purpose of this Statement of Conservation Interest is to identify the natural heritage values of
the Manitou Conservation Reserve, the activities which occur there and, through a set of
management guidelines, outline the activities which will and will not be permitted, as well as the
management direction for the area.

1
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2.0 Background Information

The Manitou Conservation Reserve is an area identified for its old growth red pine, white pine
and eastern white cedar, and one of six candidates originally selected in the Northwest Region
Old Growth Study (1994). It is a roadless, largely undisturbed tract accessible only by water or
floatplane. The undulating bedrock topography, numerous clearwater lakes within and adjacent
to the area, and a variety of forest and wetland ecosites represented contribute to the diversity of

the rugged landscape.

Table 1. Background Information

Name Manitou Conservation Reserve

Ste Region/ Ste District | 4S5

Ecosite Class ES 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 28, 29, 34, 35, 37, 39, 40, 41, 42, 44,
45, and 46

OMNR Administrative Northwest / Fort Frances/ Rainy River-Manitou Area

Region / District / Area

Total Area (ha) 3746

Regulation Date Not yet regulated.

First Nationswith
Interest in Area

Treaty Three: Naicatchewenin, Couchiching and
Stanjikoming First Nations (Note: asthisarealiesalong a
major historical travel route, other First Nations may also
have an interest)

OBM 480054400, 490054400
Lat./Long. 40°09'N; 93°11'W
Basemap 2015480054400, 2015490054400

Forest Resource
Inventory Stands

Refer to Appendix C

General Location
Description

The Manitou Conservation Reserve is situated
approximately 56 kilometres northeast of the Town of Fort
Frances. The site includes the northern shoreline of Manitou
Stretch, and extends west to Cross Lake, north to Harris
Lake, and east to Grant Lake. Davis Lake, Gates Lake and
several unnamed lakes all lie within the protected area.
(refer to Figure 1.)

Access

Access can be gained via Highway 502 and the Cedar
Narrows Road; then from the landing on Esox Lake by
water north through Esox and the Manitou Stretch.

2
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21 Targets

This section provides a summary of the earth and life science system and values, cultural
resources represented and recreational opportunities available or possible.

Table 2. Summary of Social, Economic and Environmental Opportunities

Life Science Representation The area contains representative old growth red pine,
white pine and cedar ecotypes. Additionaly, the area
contains examples of wetland ecotypes, burned areas
and mixed conifer and deciduous forest.

Earth Science Representation Thin glacia outwash till deposited over

metavol canic bedrock. The dominant featureis
weakly broken ground moraine. (Roed, 1980)
Cultural Resource Representation The area contains one native pictograph site known
locally as "Painted Rock", and one burial site.

Recreational Opportunities Good hunting and fishing opportunities as well as
opportunities for backcountry camping, hiking,
snowmobiling and canoeing. Old growth values
provide opportunities for naturalists, ecological
interpretation and wildlife viewing.

2.2  Survey Information

This section provides an overview of the inventories completed, their level of detail and any
further inventories required.

Table 3. Level of survey performed

Survey Level Life Earth Cultural | Recreational *
Science Science
Reconnaissance | Yes® Yes? Yes® Sept. 6, 2000 & Feb.
14, 2001
Detailed No No No Oct. 18, 2000
Requirement No No No No
“ Noble, 1995
*Noble, 1995

3\Van den Broeck, 2000
* Refer to Appendix F for survey details.
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The surveys which have been completed, in conjunction with other values and earth/life science
records for the area are deemed sufficient in scope and detail to determine management direction

for the conservation reserve. More detailed surveys may be undertaken at alater time if

circumstances change.

3.0 Valuesto beProtected

This section provides a description of the key natural heritage values on the site (Appendices)
and their condition relative to past resource use and management activities. It aso addresses the

values sensitivity to future land use and management activities.

31 Values |dentified in the Conservation Reserve

Table4. Vauesidentified in the conservation reserve

Life Science

There are abundant old growth eastern white cedar stands throughout
the area. Old growth red and white pine stands can be found in the
southwestern part of the area, with individual trees and groups
scattered throughout. The red and white pine stands are likely
remnants of the forest that predates logging for these species early in
the twentieth century, since their average age is approximately 140
years old. Other representative forest types include old burns, mixed
forest and wetlands. (refer to Appendix C)

Earth Science

The dominant feature is weakly broken ground moraine. An esker
ridge, exposed on the shore of the Manitou Stretch is also evident.

Cultural

The area contains one identified native pictograph site known locally
as "Painted Rock", and one burial site.

Aboriginal

The area contains one identified native pictograph site known locally
as "Painted Rock", and one burial site, as noted above.

Tourism

Remote, non-consumptive tourism opportunities ("eco-tourism’*)
could potentially be developed. The conservation reserve contains
three commercial boat caches. These caches are located near the
southern boundary of the conservation reserve. Furthermore, there
are numerous outpost camps servicing the boundary lakes of the
reserve.

Recreational
Fishing

The recreational fishing potential for the interior of this conservation
reserve isrelatively unknown, as lake surveys have not been
undertaken. Harris Lake, bordering on the northern side of the
conservation reserve has good fishing potential for lake trout,
whitefish and northern pike. Grant Lake, on the east side of the
conservation reserve, contains many popular game species, and
Mister Lake, on the western side of the conservation reserve, is
known to contain lake trout. All three of these lakes can be accessed

4
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by portage or floatplane. The more remote lakes may be more
readily accessed in winter by snowmachine. The south side of the
reserve borders on the Manitou Stretch, alarge lake with most
popular game species. Harris and Lower Manitou Lakes receive by
far the greatest fishing pressure (Aerial Boat Count, 2000). They are
the largest of the lakes in the area, and, with the exception of the
outpost on Grant Lake, have all the existing tourist establishments.

Recreational/
Commercial
Hunting

Hunting potentia for moose, deer, and bear is judged to be good,
based upon available habitat and the apparent lack of significant
hunting pressure (Recreational Survey, Appendix A). Access during
hunting season to the interior of the areais alimiting factor. The area
contains portions of two Bear Management Areas (BMA's), FF 9A-
32 and 9A-33.

Mining

No new mining opportunities will be permitted.

Aggregate

The areais generally low potential for aggregate extraction, with
frequent shallow soils over bedrock and bedrock outcrops. (Roed,
1980) However, at least one esker feature has been identified on the
southwest side of the conservation reserve. No aggregate permits
currently exist within the area. Commercial aggregate removal will
not be permitted.

Forest Harvest

Apart from possible logging of red and white pine early in the last
century, no forest harvesting has been documented in this area.
Commercial forest harvesting is not alowed within the conservation
reserve.

Trapping

The conservation reserve is contained within the boundaries of
trapline FF33. Thereisatrapper's cabin located on the southern
boundary of the site. Commercial trapping will be permitted to
continue.

Wild Rice

Commercial wild rice harvesting currently does not occur within this
conservation reserve, nor have stands been identified.

Wildlife

Commercial game species, such as bear, moose and deer can be
found throughout thisarea. Thereis an osprey nest on the east side
of Davis Lake and an eagle’ s nest just outside the east boundary of
the conservation reserve on Grant Lake. The forest provides habitat
for marten and species requiring similar mature forest.

Commercial Fish

No commercia fishing for human consumption exists within the
conservation reserve, although this activity does exist in the adjacent
waters. Commercial baitfshing does occur, with the areaforming
parts of baitfish blocks #138 and #143, and will be permitted to
continue.

Ddr.'-.u:-
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3.2 Values Protection

The intent of this Statement is to protect the above-mentioned values by establishing
management guidelines for existing and potential uses in this area, given the level of past
disturbance and the nature of the existing features.

Forest Values

Old growth white pine, cedar and red pine stands are relatively rare in the boreal forest
landscape. However, sustaining these values in the long-term may require development of a
vegetation management plan and natural fire strategy similar to that adopted in Quetico
Provincial Park. The eastern white cedar forest covering the majority of the conservation reserve
is unlikely to change without the advent of a major disturbance (i.e. Fire). Pressure on fish and
wildlife values within the conservation reserve is relatively low and is not expected to change,
given the lack of road access. Activities that represent the greatest potential impacts on forest
structure, logging, mining and hydro electric development, will not generaly be permitted.
(Note: protocols do exist whereby mining activity could occur, in accordance with the provisions
of the Land Use Strategy)

Recreational and Commercial Values

The Manitou Conservation Reserve contains a high component of older trees, which have an
inherent aesthetic value. There is the potential for a multitude of low impact, non-consumptive
recreational activities such as hiking, canoeing and wildlife viewing.

The existing trapline, baitfish harvest areas and bear management areas within the conservation
reserve will remain and existing uses associated with them alowed to continue. Normal
application of controls such as quotas and seasons are designed to ensure that affected wildlife
populations remain sustainable. There is atrapper’ s cabin located within the conservation reserve
on Manitou Stretch, which is allowed under the terms of the trapline. Recreational hunting and
angling pressure is largely confined to adjacent large lakes. The relatively low level of use is
believed to be due mainly to limited access and aternative opportunities available in surrounding
areas.

Tourism Values

Access to this area is primarily by water through the Manitou Lakes network. According to the
2000 aerial boat count, the Manitou Stretch and Harris Lake represent the highest recreational
use of waters within or adjacent to the conservation reserve. These two large lakes adjoining the
area on the south and north, respectively, also support several tourist establishments, including
both outposts and main lodges. Since the traditional uses that such facilities support will be

6
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permitted to continue within the conservation reserve, no adverse impacts on these businesses is
expected. Promotion of the area as a conservation reserve, especialy if ecotourism markets are
targeted, could benefit these businesses, while representing little impact on the values of the
reserve.

4.0 Management Guidelines

4.1 Land Tenure

The Manitou Conservation Reserve consists entirely of Crown Land, with the exception of one
parcel of private land (inholding) located on an island in Gates Lake. Two private |ots adjacent to
the conservation reserve also exist, one on Harris Lake and one on the Manitou Stretch. Although
surrounded by the conservation reserve, these private lots are not part of the conservation reserve.
No disposition of Crown land by sale is permitted within the conservation reserve, with the
possible exception of minor dispositions such as the sale of shoreline road allowances in front of
existing private lots or the sale of small parcels of land to provide an adequate area for the
installation of a septic system. Such minor dispositions would only be permitted where it does
not detrimentally affect the values an area is intended to protect. New leases or land use permits
may be considered for approved activities, as a regulatory measure. NO expropriation or
purchasing of private land for inclusion in the conservation reserve is planned.

Historically the water levels of the Manitou system have been affected by the installation of a
dam between Esox and Gussie Lake in order to facilitate navigation by the large barges plying
the waters of the Manitous (Van den Broeck, 2000). If at such time water levels of Manitou
Stretch are decreased all newly exposed land adjacent to the conservation reserve will be
considered to be part of the conservation reserve.

4.2  Existing and Proposed Development

Controlled exploration for mineras in areas with provincialy significant mineral deposits may
be permitted. If a portion of a new conservation reserveisto be developed for amine, it would be
removed from the reserve, and appropriate replacement lands would be placed in regulation.

No roads currently exist within the area and no new roads will be permitted, with the exception
of roads that may be required to support mining activities as discussed previoudly.

No commercial aggregate permits exist for the area of the conservation reserve and no new
permits will be issued. Aggregate extraction will not be permitted.

7
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No logging operations or facilities, nor hydro- electric facilities or structures exist within the area
and no new development will be allowed.

One private lot exists adjacent to the conservation reserve, which is occupied by a commercia
tourist establishment.

4.3 Recreational Activities

Angling and hunting will be allowed to continue within the conservation reserve, subject to
applicable regulations. The use of motorized and non-motorized vehicles will be permitted on
any existing trails provided such use does not compromise the management principles and
policies applicable to the conservation reserve as identified in this statement of conservation
interest. New traills may be permitted, subject to review and approva through the planning
process to ensure that their creation and use are compatible with the values of the conservation
reserve. Other recreational low impact activities such as skiing, canoeing and hiking are
permitted.

Existing Ministry policies and regulations relating to Crown land camping will apply. Existing
policies relative to boat and equipment caches will also apply.

4.4 Commercial Activities

Activities associated with current traplines and baitfish harvesting areas in the conservation
reserve will be permitted to continue in accordance with existing policies and regulations. New
operations may be considered, subject to atest of compatibility.

Existing bear management areas will be permitted to continue in accordance with existing
policies and regulations. No new operations are permitted.

New commercia tourism facilities within the Manitou conservation reserve may be considered
subject to review through the planning process as set out in the Draft Class Environmental
Assessment for Ontario's Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves. Existing Ministry policies
and regulations relating to Crown land camping will apply. Existing policies relative to boat and
equipment caches will apply.

45  Aboriginal Interests
The creation of this conservation reserve will not affect any Aborigina or treaty rights.
Consultation with interested First Nations towards identifying cultural and spiritual values within

the areawill continue.

4.6  Natural Resources Stewardship
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4.6.1 Vegetation Management

The Manitou Conservation Reserve will be managed to allow natura processes to continue.
Suppression of fire will occur in accordance with existing MNR fire suppression strategies. The
development of a vegetation management plan for the area in the context of regiona fire
strategies is recommended over time.

4.6.2 Fish and Wildlife Management

Current Acts, Regulations and Policies will apply. The lands and waters of the conservation
reserve will be included in scheduled fish and wildlife management programs and activities. The
terrestrial and wetland ecosites of the conservation reserve will be considered in other resource
management planning as a component of the wildlife habitat in the broader landscape.

4.6.3 Landforms

Activities that tend to impact landforms, such as aggregate extraction and road construction, will
not be permitted, subject to the conditional exceptions identified in section 4.2.

4.7  Cultural Resources Stewardship

The location and specific details regarding cultural heritage resources may be kept confidential in
order to ensure protection of such values and sites.

4.8 Client Services

The permitted uses and recognized values of this conservation area will be made known to the
public through public consultation associated with the Land Use Strategy, the site regulation
process, and materias, including this Statement of Conservation Interest, available through
Government Information Centres. No significant advertising campaigns for the Manitou
Conservation Reserve are planned at thistime.

Future planning for the conservation reserve will be in accordance with the Class Environmental
Assessment for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves, which may involve formal public
consultation.

49 Research

Research activities which do not detrimentally affect the values which the conservation reserveis
designed to protect will be encouraged.
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410 Marketing

No marketing of this reserve for tourism and recreational purposes are planned at this time.

50 Implementation

The Manitou site will be regulated as a Conservation Reserve under the Public Lands Act, in 2001,
following the process set out in the Ontario’s Living Legacy Protected Areas Regulation Implementation
Manual. (MNR, 2000)

The Fort Frances District, Rainy River/Manitou Area of the Ministry of Natural Resources will
be responsible for implementing the management policies and guidelines for the area. All MNR
Resource Management Plans or Land Use Plans will be revised as necessary to exclude timber
harvesting and other non-permitted activities from this area. All stakeholders and clients will be
informed through mail and other consultation of the changes that will take affect. The Rainy
River/Manitou Areawill have primary responsibility in administering the policies and guidelines.
The primary role is providing public information and monitoring of compliance to the policies
and guidelines.

6.0 Review and Revisions
6.1 Review and Revision Process

The Manitou Conservation Reserve Statement of Conservation Interest will be reviewed on an
ongoing basis and revised as needed.

Revisions to the Manitou Statement of Conservation Interest will be subject to the requirements
as specified in the Draft Class Environmental Assessment for Provincial Parks and Conservation
Reserves. Significant changes as defined under the Class EA will involve a public consultation
process and approval from the District Manager and Regional Director of the Ministry of Natural
Resources.

6.2 Public Consultation
6.2.1 Past Consultation

The Manitou site was part of the Consultation process from early in the land use planning
exercise.

» LandsFor Life round table consultation June 1997- July 1998

* Ontario Forest Accord 1999

* Ontario’'s Living Legacy round table discussions 1999

* OLL Site Regulation Public Consultation Process.

10
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6.2.2 Present and Future Consultation

2000 Site Regulation Process:

» District Manager- Mailouts to adjacent property owners and other affected and interested
parties and agencies, and newspaper adds placed in local and regional media.

* Oneindividual raised a concern relative to the proposed Conservation Reserve. The concern
related to restrictions surrounding mineral exploration and mining activities. The identified
issue was addressed by referring the individual to the provisions within the Land Use
Strategy which deal specifically with such matters, and the protocol to be followed where
areas of provincialy significant mineralization are identified.

* Recommendations. Based on the input received, no revisions to the boundaries of the site are
deemed necessary.

(More detailed Consultation Documentation is available on file at the Fort Frances District
offices of the Ministry of Natural Resources)

7.0 References
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Figure 2. Manitou Conservation Reserve Boundary

(NOTE: This map isto be replaced with the site Regulation Plan map once approved)
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Recreational Surveys



OLL Recreational Inventory

Employee Name__ Mark Austin Date  September 6, 2000
Park Name __ Manitou Conservation Reserve Local Name C2337
County N/A Township__ N/A

Note: Aerial Reconnaissance Flight
PART 1 — Basic Recreation Opportunities
Backcountry camping N Estimated # Tentg/Parties Seen None

omments/Details There are abundant camping opportunitiesin
theinterior of this reserve.

Canoeing & N Estimated # Canoes Seen None
Comments/Details _Thereis an interconnected infrastructure of
lakes and rivers throughout the park. Thereis agood potential for
use by canoeists.

Hiking @ N Estimated # Hikers Seen None
Comments/Details No existing trails were noticed during this visit
to the park. Trails would need to be created before extensive
hiking opportunities become available in the reserve.

Hunting @ N Estimated # Hunters Seen None
Comments/Details _This visit was not performed during hunting
season. However, the stand structures observed would support a
multitude of hunting opportunities.

Fishing — recreational @ N Estimated # Fishing Boats Seen None
Comments/Details _For the most part, access to the internal |akes
of this reserve by motor boat is difficult if not impossible. Any
recreational fishing must be performed on bordering lakes or be
performed in conjuction with canoeing or hiking

Lakes (Y) N %of Lakes Seen _90%
Comments/Details The lakes overall are coldwater and are often
found with wetlands nearby.

Swimming opportunities @ N
Comments/Details _ Thelakes of this area are large enough to
provide ample swimming opportunities. There are potential
swimming sites on exposed bedrock.

Beaches (Y) N  #Beaches Seen _None



Comments/Details Beaches may exist in the area, however none
were observed during thistrip.

Rapids/waterfalls Y (N #Rapidswaterfals Seen _None
Comments/Details

Other recreational/scenic features:

Old Growth Forests @ N #Seen 4
Comments/Details  These areas have high aesthetical values.

Y N  #Seen
Comments/Details

Y N #Seen

Comments/Details

Summary of Area Description and Land Use Intent provided in Appendix A of the Land Use
Strategy, July 1999, with specific reference to recreation uses and features. The primary purpose
of this conservation reserve is the conservation of the unique landscape and vegetation types of
the area. |dentified vegetation types are old growh red, white pine and cedar stands. |dentified
landscape types are the glacial outwash till deposited over metavol canic bedrock. Recreational
activities that do not compromise the site’ s integrity will be promoted.

Additiona Comments:




Recommendations: _In order to fully utilize the recreational potential of this site, access must be
improved. At present only float plantes or canoeists from the southern end of the reserve can
access the park. Local demand for more recreational areas should be examined and action should
be performed based on the response.




PART 2 — Human Influences

Established campsites

Established canoe routes

Portages

Established hiking trails

Snowmobile trails

ATV trals

Existing informal
access points

Existing formal access
point (road & parking)

Existing boat caches

Hunt camp

Y (N #Sites_None

Size Soil Type Slope

Distance to Water % V egetation Cover
Comments/Details  No campsites were observed but there are
plenty of opportunities for their establishment.

Y (N #Routes_None
Comments/Details

Y ® # Portages__None
Comments/Details Thereis potential for the establishment of
portages between many of the lakesin the reserve.

Y @ #Trails None
Comments/Details Potential for their establishment exists

Y @ #Trails None
Comments/Details

Y (N #Trails_None  #ATV Users Seen _None
Comments/Details

Y ® # Access points__None
Comments/Details

Y ® # Access points None Privy? Y N
Comments/Details

Y ® # Boat caches None
Comments/Details

Y (N #Camps_ None



Comments/Details

Trapping @ N  #Trappers FF33  #Traplines 1
Comments/Details __ Thetraplineis nonnative. No evidence of
active trapping were noticed.

Trapper cabins Y @ # Cabins None
Comments/Details__No cabins were seen on thistrip.

Resort/lodge in park Y @ # Buildings _None
Type of clientele
Comments/Details

Resort/lodge adjacent topark Y (N)  #Buildings_None
Typeof clientele_
Comments/Details

Outpost camp in park @ N  #Buildings_ 3
Type of clientele Recreationalists
Comments/Details _ Though the camp is located within the park it
only provides access to the adjacent |akes Harris and Missus.

Outpost camp adjacent to park Y # Buildings _None
Type of clientele
Comments/Details

Historic sites/structures Y ®
Comments/Details None were seen at thistime.

Mining ¥ N



Mining adjacent to park

Comments/Details There are two mining claimsin the area but no
evidence of mining was noticed.

¥ N

Comments/Details There are 3 adjacent mining claims to
manitou conservation area. No evidence of mining activities were
observed.

Current mining exploration @ N

Comments/Details There are two mining claims within the park.

Evidence of past exploration Y @

Inholdings

Transmission lines

Rights-of-way

Towers

Wild Rice Harvesting

Water impoundments

Comments/Details

® N  #lInholdings

Comments/Details 2 mining claims on the Southeastern corner of
the conservation reserve.

Y ® #Lines None
Comments/Details

Y @ # Rights-of-way _None
Comments/Details

Y @ # Towers_None
Comments/Details (Type of tower)

Y @ # Harvest Areas None # Harvesters
Comments/Details

Y @ # Impoundments _None



Comments/Details

Roads Y (W #Roads None
Comments/Details (Type of road)

Other human-made structures:

Y N #

Comments/Details

Y N #
Comments/Details

Additional Comments: The mining claims within the park will be inholdings. If at such time
the mining claim expires, it will not be renewed and the inholdings will be assimilated into the
park. If the claim owner wishes to develop amine. These areas will continue to be inholdings
and other equivalent areas will be selected to be part of the park.

Recommendations:

g

Attached.



OLL Recreational Inventory

Employee Name John Munroe Date 17/10/2000
Park Name Manitou Conservation Reserve Local Name C2337
County N/A Township  N/A

NOTE: Ground/Water Survey
PART 1 — Basic Recreation Opportunities

Backcountry camping N Estimated # Tentg/Parties Seen  None

omments/Details Ther e are abundant camping oppor tunities
on Harris L ake, Manitou Stretch and interior lakes.

Canoeing & N Estimated # Canoes Seen  None
Comments/Details Thereis an interconnected infrastructur e of
lakes and river sthroughout the area. A seriesof small lakes
and portagesforms aroute on the east side of the area
between Manitou Stretch and HarrisLake. Thereisfair
potential for use by canoeists. The Manitou system isan
established canoe route which passes along the southern
boundary of the area.

Hiking @ N Estimated # Hikers Seen  None
Comments/Details No existing trails wer e obser ved during this
reconnaisance. Trailswould need to be created before
extensive hiking opportunities become availablein the
reserve. Thetopography isvariable, with frequent bedr ock
ridges running NE/SW for ming obstaclesto north and south
travel on foot.

Hunting ® N Estimated # Hunters Seen  None
Comments/Details _This survey was performed during hunting
season, however, no hunting activities or_evidence was
observed. Weekend activity may have been higher.
Opportunities exist for those inter ested in water access
hunting. Dir ect access, particularly road access, may
discour age some, and alter native oppor tunities abound in the
surrounding ar eas.

Fishing — recreational @ N Estimated # Fishing Boats Seen None
Comments/Details This survey was conducted latein the
season and boats obser ved seemed to be camp ownersinvolved
in closing their camps for the season. Weekend activity may
have been higher. The area, particularly Harris L ake and
M anitou Stretch, is known to be heavily-fished. (refer to
attached aerial boat survey)




Lakes

Swimming opportunities

Beaches

Rapids/waterfalls

N  %of LakesSeen 23%
Comments/Details Theinternal lakes, with the exception of
Gates L ake, were not observed. Most of theinternal lakesare
small and shallow. The lakes observed included Gates, Grant,
Napanee, Toronto, Harris and Manitou Stretch. These lakes
wer e all clearwater lakes, although the smaller onestended to
be shallow.

¥ N

Comments/Details The lakes adjacent to this area r epr esent
the best opportunities. Refer to September survey notes.

Y @ # Beaches Seen  None
Comments/Details  Refer to September survey notes..

N  #Rapidswaterfalls Seen 7
Comments/Details  Small rapids and falls wer e observed
between Manitou Stretch and the small unnamed lake
connecting to Grant L ake; Between this unnamed lake and
Grant Lake; at theinflow to Grant L ake from Napanee L ake;
along series of rapids and falls over thefirst half of the creek
flowing out of Napanee L ake; between Napanee L ake and
Toronto L ake; between Harrisand Toronto L ake; and at the
outlet to Gates L ake.

Other recreational/scenic features:

Mature Pw, Pr & Ce

N # Seen Variable; common throughout.
Comments/Details  These ar eas have high aesthetical values,
with the greatest concentrations occurring south of Harris
L ake and north of Manitou Stretch, and are best observed
from these waters. The shorelines of thelakesare variable,
ranging from vertical bedrock facesto cobblesfronting
relatively low relief.

Y N  #Seen
Comments/Details

Y N  #Seen

Comments/Details




Summary of Area Description and Land Use Intent provided in Appendix A of the Land Use
Strategy, July 1999, with specific reference to recreation uses and features: The primary

pur pose of this conservation reserveisthe conservation of the unigue landscape and
vegetation types of the area. |dentified vegetation types are old growh red, white pine and
cedar stands. Identified landscape types are the glacial outwash till deposited over
metavolcanic bedrock. Recreational activitiesthat do not compromise the site’ sintegrity
will be promoted.

Additional Comments; Access limits much of the potential use of theinterior for
recr eational purposes. The area with greatest immediate potential are the adjacent larger
waterbodies such asHarris L ake and M anitou Stretch.

Recommendations: Hunting, fishing and other backcountry pursuitsrepresent the gr eatest
immediate r ecr eational potential. Access to the white pin, red pine and cedar which
represent the primary features of this Conservation Reserve, may be accessed moder ately
easily from the waters of Manitou Stretch. Trail or other access development may be
possible subject to review.




PART 2 — Human Influences

Established campsites

Established canoe routes

Portages

Established hiking trails

Y @) # Sites _Sporadic - subject to inter pretation

Size Variable Soil Type Sandy Loam SlopeFlat to 10%
Distanceto Water _ Nil_ % Vegetation Cover __ Clear
Comments/Details  Sever al appar ent campsites wer e obser ved,
but it was difficult to differentiate between heavily-used ar eas
employed for fishermen's shorelunches and bonafide
campsites, sincethe areastend to have similar attributes.
Multiple sites wer e observed on M anitou Stretch, probably
associated with use as a canoe route, but only one was
observed on the chain between Harris and Manitou Stretch.
The evidence seemsto suggest heavy day-use by cottagers,
daytrippers and guests of tourist establishments.

Y (N  #Routes None, formally

Comments/Details  The Manitou L akes are an established
route, passing along the south boundary of thearea. A series
of small lakes and portagesformsaroute on the east side of
the area between Manitou Stretch and Harris L ake, but
present useisprimarily to accessHarris Lake as a destination,
and return. Portagesto gain access tointerior lakesare
similarly destination-oriented. A route circumnavigating the
area, returning to Manitou Stretch from Harrisvia Mister and
Cross L akes may be possible, but no such established route
was obser ved.

YY) N  #Portages 7 observed

Comments/Details _Several portages exist corresponding to the
falls/rapids obser ved and noted above. Between M anitou
Stretch and the unnamed lake the portageis short (<30 m.),
and flat. The second portageinto Grant L akeis approximately
the same, but it ispossible to line a boat upstream during high
water. Thefirst portage north of Grant Lakeisshort (<30 m.),
and boats may also belined up this short fast water under
certain conditions. The portage along the outflow from
Napanee L ake isthelongest of thisroute and the most rugged,
at approximately 150 metres. The portageinto Toronto L ake
isshort (<30 m.), but thelanding is shallow and strewn with
bouldersjust beneath the surface of the water. A portageinto
HarrisLakefrom Toronto L ake could not be located, evidence
suggesting that, in high water boats pass unobstructed or are
lined the short narrows between the lakes. This passage was
difficult to negotiate with the low water conditions at the time,
being very bouldery.

Y @ #Trails None



Snowmobile trails

ATV trals

Existing informal

access points

Existing formal access

point (road & parking)

Existing boat caches

Hunt camp

Trapping

Trapper cabins

Resort/lodge in park

Comments/Details Much of the area consists of rugged
topogr aphy, and isrelatively remote.

Y (N #Trals__None observed

Comments/Details |t isassumed that portageroutesto Harris
L ake are used spor adically and infor mally as snowmachine
routes by ice fishermen in winter. Chainsaw cuts observed on
some fallen timber tendsto support this.

Y (N #Trails_None  #ATV Users Seen _None
Comments/Details ATV'swould reguiretransport by water
to accessthe area

Y ® # Access points__None
Comments/Details  Primary accessis by water via Manitou
Stretch from the access point on Esox L ake.

Y O #Acces points_None Privy? Y (N
Comments/Details | nitial access via Esox L ake landing -
ample parking for vehicles and trailers; boat launch ramp, no
dock, no waste disposal, no privy.

@ N  #Boatcaches 4

Comments/Details  Boat caches wer e observed along the
easter n portage route, two between Napanee and Grant L akes;
one between Napanee and Toronto L akes; and one on Gates
Lake

Y (N #Camps_ None*

Comments/Details _ *A main basetourist establishment is
located adjacent tothearea on Harris Lake, with others
nearby. An outpost cabin islocated on Grant Lake near the
Conservation Reserve, and one private camp existson
Manitou Stretch and oneon an isand in Gates L ake.

@ N  #Trappers FF33 #Traplines 1
Comments/Details

¥ N #cCabinsi

Comments/Details  Cabin located on shore of Manitou
Stretch. This cabin wasinvestigated and found to include a
substantial dock, a mowed lawn (c/w power lawnmower), lawn
fur nishings and other amenities suggesting significant seasonal
use outside of the trapping season.

Y (N #Buildings_None
Type of clientele




Comments/Details

Resort/lodge adjacent to park@ N  #Buildings_3
Typeof clientele  Primarily recreational fishermen
Comments/Details L ocated on west side of peninsula on
Harris L ake, northwest side of Conservation Reserve

Outpost camp in park Y @ # Buildings__None
Type of clientele
Comments/Details

Outpost camp adjacent to park @ N  #Buildings 1
Type of clientele _Primarily recreational fishermen
Comments/Details ___L ocated on south shore of Grant L ake,
east side of Conservation Reserve

Historic sites/structures Y ®
Comments/Details None observed.

Mining Y N
Comments/Details There aretwo active mining claimsin the
ar ea but no evidence of mining activity was observed.

Mining adjacent to park @ N
Comments/Details _Thereare 3 mining claims adjacent to
Manitou Conservation Reserve. No evidence of mining
activities wer e observed.

Current mining exploration @ N
Comments/Details  There aretwo mining claims within the
area.

Evidence of past exploration Y @
Comments/Details

Inholdings ® N  #Inholdings 3
Comments/Details 2 mining claims on the Southeastern
cor ner of the conservation reserve. One private parcel on an
isand in Gates L ake. All other parcels are adjacent and not
consider ed inholdings.

O




Transmission lines Y N #Lines None
Comments/Details

Rights-of -way Y @ # Rights-of-way _None
Comments/Details

Towers Y @ # Towers_None
Comments/Details (Type of tower)

Wild Rice Harvesting Y @ # Harvest Areas_None # Harvesters
Comments/Details

Water impoundments Y @ # Impoundments _None
Comments/Details  Water level on Manitou Stretch is
controlled by dam at outlet of Esox L ake.

Roads Y N #Roads_None
Comments/Details (Type of road)

Other human-made structures;

Y N #

Comments/Details

Y N #

Comments/Details

Additional Comments. The mining claimswithin the park will beinholdings. |f at such
time the mining claim expires, it will not be renewed and theinholdings will be assimilated
intothe park. |f theclaim owner wishesto develop a mine, these areas will continue to be
inholdings and other equivalent areaswill be selected to be part of the park. Theremote




cabin inholding on theisland in Gates L ake does not represent a compromise of the values
of the Conservation Reserve.

Recommendations; No additional r ecreational development is consider ed necessary at
thistime. Traditional recreational activities should be allowed to continue subject to
applicable legidation and policies.

Map

Attached.



OLL Recreational Inventory

Employee Name Richard Baycroft Date 14/02/2001
Park Name Manitou Conservation Reserve Local Name C2337
County N/A Township  N/A

NOTE: Supplementary Winter Aerial Survey (refer also to surveysdated 17/10/2000 and
06/09/2000)

PART 1 — Basic Recreation Opportunities
Backcountry camping N Estimated # Tentg/Parties Seen  None

omments/Details The survey was conducted outside the
nor mal camping season.

Canoeing & N Estimated # Canoes Seen  None
Comments/Details The survey was conducted outside the
nor mal canoeing season.

Hiking @ N Estimated # HikersSeen  None
Comments/Details T he survey was conducted outside the
nor mal hiking season.

Hunting @ N Estimated # HuntersSeen None

Comments/Details The survey was conducted outside the
nor mal hunting season.

Fishing — recreational @ N Estimated # Fishing Boats Seen None
Comments/Details Opportunities exist, particularly for lake
trout, but no signs of recreational icefishing within
site.

Lakes (Y) N %ofLakesSeen 100% (14)
Comments/Details All lakeswithin the site were observed
during theflight.

Swimming opportunities @ N
Comments/Details The survey was conducted outside the
nor mal swimming season. Refer to September/October survey
notes.

Beaches @ N  #Beaches Seen None
Comments/Details  Refer to September/October survey notes.

Rapids/waterfalls (Y) N #Rapidswaterfalls Seen _None
Comments/Details Refer to September/October survey notes.




Other recreational/scenic features:

Refer to Sept./Oct. Surveys Y N  #Seen
Comments/Details

Y N  #Seen
Comments/Details

Y N  #Seen

Comments/Details

Summary of Area Description and Land Use Intent provided in Appendix A of the Land Use
Strategy, July 1999, with specific reference to recreation uses and features: The primary

pur pose of this conservation reserveisthe conservation of the unigue landscape and
vegetation types of the area. |dentified vegetation types are old growh red, white pine and
cedar stands. Identified landscape types are the glacial outwash till deposited over
metavolcanic bedrock. Recreational activitiesthat do not compromise the site’ sintegrity
will be promoted.

Additional Comments. Dueto thetime of year recreational uses of thesitearelimited.
Expected to see signs of an activeicefishery, but no signs of this were observed within site

during flight.

Recommendations; Winter recreational opportunities do exist within the site (icefishing,
Cross country skiing, etc.) but remoteness limits use.




PART 2 — Human Influences

Established campsites

Established canoe routes

Portages

Established hiking trails

Snowmobile trails

ATV trails
Existing informal

access points

Existing formal access
point (road & parking)

Existing boat caches

Hunt camp

Y (N #Sites_Noneobserved

Size N/A Soil Type N/A  Slope N/A

Distance to Water N/A % Vegetation Cover __ N/A
Comments/Details _Refer to September/October survey notes.

Y (N  #Routes None, formally
Comments/Details Refer to September/October survey notes.

Y @ # Portages __None obser ved
Comments/Details Refer to September/October survey notes.

Y @ #Trails None
Comments/Details Much of the area consists of rugged
topogr aphy, and isrelatively remote.

® N  #Trals __None observed

Comments/Details _Snowmobiletrails observed surrounding
site, indicating some winter use of thearea. Most ar e access
trailsto lakesthat are heavily fished surrounding the CR (i.e.
Harris, Manitou). Many trails starting from Trappers cabin
on southern edge of site. (See Attached M ap).

Y (N #Trails_None  #ATV Users Seen _None
Comments/Details

Y ® # Access points__None

Comments/Details  Primary accessisviatrailson Manitou
Stretch from the access point on Esox L ake, and possibly
through Dodfly L ake off the Cedar Narrows Road.

Y O #Acces points None Privy? Y (I
Comments/Details _ Initial accessvia Esox Lake landing - the
Cedar Narrows Road isusually open in winter, although
parking may be problematic, and therisk from heavy log haul
trucks may be greater at thistime of year dueto R.O.W.
width.

@ N  #Boatcaches 4
Comments/Details  Boat caches wer e observed along the
easter n portage route, two between Napanee and Grant L akes;

one between Napanee and Toronto L akes; and one on Gates
Lake

Y (N #Camps_ None*



Comments/Details _ *A main basetourist establishment is
located adjacent tothearea on Harris Lake, with others
nearby. An outpost cabin islocated on Grant Lake near the
Conservation Reserve, and one private camp existson
Manitou Stretch and oneon an isand in Gates L ake.

Trapping @ N  #Trappers FF33  #Traplines 1
Comments/Details trapper sems to be working area to south of site.

Trapper cabins ¥) N #cabinsi
Comments/Details  Trappers cabin to south of sitevisibly in
use. (snowmachine tracks)

Resort/lodge in park Y @ # Buildings _None
Type of clientele
Comments/Details

Resort/lodge adjacent to park @ N  #Buildings_3
Typeof clientele_ Primarily recreational fishermen
Comments/Details L ocated on west side of peninsula on
Harris L ake, northwest side of Conservation Reserve, closed
in winter.

Outpost camp in park Y @ # Buildings__None
Type of clientele
Comments/Details

Outpost camp adjacent to park @ N  #Buildings 1
Type of clientele __Primarily recreational fishermen
Comments/Details L ocated on south shore of Grant L ake,
east side of Conservation Reserve, closed in winter.

Historic sites/structures Y ®
Comments/Details None obser ved.

Mining ¥ N
Comments/Details There aretwo active mining claimsin the
area but no evidence of mining activity was obser ved.

Mining adjacent to park @ N



Comments/Details There are 3 mining claims adjacent to
M anitou Conservation Reserve. No evidence of mining
activities wer e obser ved.

Current mining exploration @ N

Comments/Details  There aretwo mining claims within the
area.

Evidence of past exploration Y @

Inholdings

Transmission lines

Rights-of -way

Towers

Wild Rice Harvesting

Water impoundments

Roads

Comments/Details

® N  #Inholdings 3

Comments/Details 2 mining claims on the Southeastern

cor ner of the conservation reserve. One private parcel on an
isand in Gates L ake. All other parcels are adjacent and not
consider ed inholdings.

Y ® #Lines None
Comments/Details

Y @ # Rights-of-way _None
Comments/Details

Y (N #Towers_None
Comments/Details (Type of tower)

Y @ # Harvest Areas None # Harvesters
Comments/Details

Y @ # Impoundments _None
Comments/Details  Water level on Manitou Stretch is
controlled by dam at outlet of Esox L ake.

Y ® # Roads_None
Comments/Details (Type of road)




Other human-made structures;

Y N #

Comments/Details

Y N #

Comments/Details

Additional Comments: Dueto thetime of year very little activity was sighted within the
area flown, evidence of snowmachine use and an active ice fishery wer e expected and
noted during thisflight. See attached map for further details..

Recommendations: No additional recreational development is consider ed necessary at
thistime. Traditional recreational activities should be allowed to continue subject to
applicable legisation and policies.

Map

Attached.
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Appendix B

Photos of M anitou Site



Appendix B: Manitou Statement of Conservation Interest

Figure B1: Aerial View of Manitou CR Looking West From Grant Lake

Figure B2: Shoreline of Manitou Stretch - Manitou Conservation Reserve




Appendix C
Ecosite Classification
&
Forest Resource Inventory



Figure C1: Forest Types
Manitou Conservation

Reserve
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Appendix D

Per mitted Uses List



Manitou Conservation Reserve / Statement of Conservation I nterest

Appendix D: Manitou Permitted Uses

Activity / Value

Permitted

Not
Permitted

Modified

District
Manager’'s
Approval

Soort Hunting

Commercial Trapping

O

Baitfishing

Commercial Wild Rice Harvest

Mineral Exploration and Extraction

Land Dispositions for Private
Purposes

All Terrain Vehicle (ATV)

Showmobiles

Land Claims

Traditional Native Uses

Native Hunt Camps

Commercial Tourism Based Hunting

Native Hunting

O

Wildlife Management

Commercial Forest Operations

Vegetation Management
(ie. Herbicides)

Logs for Building etc.

Fuelwood

Insect / Disease Suppression

Soort Fishing

Commercial Fishing

Native Fishing

Water Control Structures

Aggregate Extraction

Bear Management Area’s

Trapline Cabins

Native Wild Rice Harvest

Boat Caches

Fire Management

Archeological Study

Backcountry Travel

Wildlife Viewing / Photography

Hiking

Rock Climbing

ol ol Y O ol o

Mountain Biking

Ddr.'-.--:-

Laving Legwcy
D1




Manitou Conservation Reserve / Statement of Conservation I nterest

Activity / Value Permitted | Not Modified | District

Permitted Manager’s
Approval

Nordic Skiing / Showshoeing O

Aircraft 0

Roads/ Bridges/ Culverts 0

Ongoing Research 0

New Research 2

Note: Modified meansthat use may be permitted under certain circumstances, wherethe
use would not impact the values for which the Conservation Reserve was created (i.e. new
trailsfor snowmachinesor ATV's. Refer to thetext of the Statement of Conservation

Interest for specific detailsregarding particular uses.)

Dnr.lw:c
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Appendix E

Regional Context Map
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Appendix F
F. Noble, T., Site District 4S5 Gap Analysis, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resour ces,
Northwest Region, 1995.



LIFE SCIENCE CHECKSHEET

NAME: Manitou Stretch White Pine e e = —= -
MAP NUMBER: 52F/3 i s ¥ e N e

UTM: 4845,54440 - L A
COUNTY/DISTRICT:  Kenora s F
TOWNSHIP: - =
HECTARES:  1800.0 : e LI

OWNERSHIP: Crown - 'f = _'. s # :

S 3 i e e e e e W ISLE z —

ADMINISTRATION: Ay A mrcrige
-—'H—-—q--n_— —_— .ﬂp—a--—---:- — _'u.—. _-\—..a-—-\.— —— o ——
FOREST REGION/SECTION: L11 b e e F i TR E Dt L s

== T o L -

SITE REGION: 4S

SITE DISTRICT: 485 ERi e s
..-.n._... 7 5 = 7 3 * - - L

MNR REGION: NW > T N TS o S o e b Sl P

MNR DISTRICT: FF = A A R = e - S e T et

IBP' . -- ..;_' . - ' — - : - _.‘;-_

i, Eg e [ L - Ly

SENSITIVE AREA:

DESCRIPTION:

This site is one of six selected in the Northwest Region Old Growth Study (1994) to
represent old growth pine in Site District 4S5. The site is located along the north shore of
Manitou Stretch. The proposed site provides good representation of old-growth white pine
on rock and very shallow sands. Based on a brief helicopter reconnaissance the site appears
to provide good representation of both upland and lowland cedar dominance types.

A complicating factor relating to this site is that it straddles the OLI boundary
separating Site Regions 4S and 5S. The better stand of pine, however, is still within the
Site District 4S5 portion. The general community representation show here relates to
the entire site. A similar situation occurs with respect to two other of the Northwest Old
Growth Study sites. Based on the OLI mapping the Crossroute Lake site is situated in
Site Region 5S and the Namakan Lake site is in Site Region 4W.

POTENTIAL COMMUNITY/SITE TYPE REPRESENTATION

LI L2 L3 DOMINANT SITE SIG STAND#

Barrens Rock Rock W-R-VD MS001

Forest Coniferous  Mature Pinus strobus W-R-D P6 MS002
Coniferous  Mature Pinus strobus W-S-DM MS014
Coniferous  Mature Thuja occidentalis W-S-DM MS008
Coniferous  Mature Thuja occidentalis N-S-DM MS007
Coniferous  Mature Thuja occidentalis N-S-DM MS006
Deciduous Mature Betula papyrifera N-S-DM MS012
Deciduous Mature Populus tremuloides N-S-M MS013



Forest Mixed Mature Betula papyrifera N-S-D
Mixed Mature Populus tremuloides N-S-M
Mixed Mature Thuja occidentalis N-S-D

Swamp Coniferous  Mature Thuja occidentalis C-O-W
Coniferous  Mature Thuja occidentalis C-O-W
Coniferous  Mature Thuja occidentalis C-O-W

BIOPHYSIOGRAPHIC REPRESENTATION

UNIT NUMBER DESCRIPTION

la-3 5060 W brk sandy till plain(bedrock)

REFERENCES: NW White & Red Pine Old Growth Study

SITE SIGNIFICANCE: P6

INFORMATION LEVEL: B

COMPILER: T.W. Noble

DATE: Nov95

MS011
MS010
MS009

MS004

MS003
MS005

RANK
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