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l 
1.0 INTRODUCTION~ 
1.1 Approval Statement

l 
I am pleased to approve this Resource Management Plan for the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve.

l The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve was regulated on October 3, 2001. 
Direction for establishing, planning and managing conservation reserves is defined 

l under the Public Lands Act, the Crown Land Use Policy Atlas, the Ontario's Living 
Legacy Land Use Strategy and other applicable policies. The specific direction for 
managing this conservation reserve will be in the form of a Resource Management Plan, 

l" 1 ····,	 which defines the area to which the plan applies, provides the purpose for which the 
conservation reserve has been proposed, and outlines the Ministry of Natural 
Resources' management intent for the protected area. 

l This Resource Management Plan has been created with input from program specialists 
within the SUdbury District, Espanola Area and with input from the Planning Team. 
A 30 day public consultation period was held from July 25th

, 2005 to August 25th, 2005
Ii.·.; to provide stakeholders with the opportunity to comment on the Draft ResourceIt 

Management Plan. First Nations were also provided an opportunity to comment on the 
Draft Resource Management Plan.

l 
l 

The management guidelines outlined in the Resource Management Plan will be 
implemented by the Espanola Area Supervisor, and will be reviewed every 5 years and 
amended as required by the District Planner, Sudbury District, and Ministry of Natural 
Resources. 

1 Prepared by: Lynn Moreau, Crown Lands and ProtectedAreas Planner 

Date: October 27, 2005 

1
 
l	 ury District 

l 
1 
l
 
l
 6 

l 



l La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve Resource Management Plan October 2005 

l 
Glossary 

l 
l Local Citizen's Committee (LCC)-Local Citizen's Committees are groups of local 

stakeholders and members of local First Nations communities appointed by the MNR 
District Manager, with representation from a variety of interest groups including tourist 
lodges, local industry, the forestry sector, angler and hunter groups, municipal interests, 
naturalists and recreational interests. 

1 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)-A legal document signed between MNR and 
specifically with respect to this document, any trail proponent, outlining roles and 
responsibilities of each party in regards to trail authorization, liabilities, standards, li maintenance, rehabilitation and stewardship. I 
Outfitting Service Provider-An outfitting service provider is a business (and associated 

L infrastructure) which rents or sells recreational supplies and equipment (e.g. canoes, 
tenting equipment etc) to enhance recreational enjoyment for local users. 

1 Outpost Camp-An outpost camp is defined as a camp used for commercial tourism 
where road access is not possible. 

l Trail- A trail is defined as "a path over public lands not used for mineral exploration or 
extraction". A trail is minor in nature compared to a road, allowing passage of 
pedestrians, ATV's, snowmobiles or the like. 

l 
l 
l 
L 
1 
1
 
1
 
l
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l 
L 1.2 Executive Summary 

l 
The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve is located approximately 16 kilometres 
southwest of Espanola, along the north shore of the North Channel of Lake Huron. The 
4,004-hectare reserve protects a rugged ridge system of water-washed white quartzite 
bedrock with pockets of sandy glacial ground moraine. Exposed bedrock areas are 
sparsely covered by wind swept, fire origin white pine, red pine, jack pine and red oak. 

l American beech, eastern hemlock, sugar maple, red maple, white birch and yellow birch 
are also commonly encountered in the conservation reserve. Several old-growth 
candidate forest stands as well as a variety of orchids and saprophytic flora are also 

1 protected by the conservation reserve. White-tailed deer, moose and black bears are 
common wildlife species in the area. 

l The conservation reserve encompasses several coldwater and warmwater lakes 

l 
including Elbow Lake, West Quartzite Lake, Wright's Lake, White's Lake, Alexander 
Lake and Florence Lake. The conservation reserve is nestled between existing 
provincial parks (La Cloche Provincial Park to the west and Killarney Provincial Park to 
the east) and is an important complement to the protected areas system of northeastern 
Ontario. 

1 
1 
l 
l 
l 
l 
1 
1 
l 
L 
l
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1 
1 Several groups have a vested interest in the conservation reserve: First Nations, 

recreational trail users, the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC) and 
Espanola & District Snowmobile Club (EDSC), the Red Deer Village Trail Association 
(RDVTA), adjacent property owners, and tourism operators. The area is popular for 
hunting, fishing and trapping, for recreational camp activities and for both motorized and 
non-motorized trail use. The development of the resource management plan will

1 recognize and respect Aboriginal and treaty rights as identified under the Canadian 
Constitution. 

I Planning for the development of a Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the La Cloche 
Ridge Conservation Reserve (CR) has been underway since June of 2004. Stages in 
the planning have included creation of the following documents. Public review periods 

1 and Open Houses have taken place for each milestone in the planning process. 

l
 
1
 ,
 
I 

Invitation to Participate Completed Auoust 2004 
Development of Terms of Reference and 
Planning Team Selection 

Completed October 2004 

Public Review ofBackground Document Completed February 1-March 3, 2005 
Public Review of Issues and Management 
Options-Open Houses 

Completed: March 14-Apri111 2005 

Public Review of Refined Management Options Completed: May 31st to June 30m 
, 2005 

Draft Resource Management Plan-Open Houses Completed: July 25tn to August 25tn 
, 

2005 
Public Inspection ofApproved Plan Target: September 2005 

l At the initiation of the planning process, a "Background Information Document" was 
assembled which assisted in the planning process by documenting the biological, 
geological, historical, environmental and recreational values within the conservation 

1 reserve area. The document was made available for public review and modified as a 
result of public input. The final version was completed in June of 2005. 

1 A number of significant issues were identified at the initiation of the planning process. 
These issues are detailed in the document "Issues and Management Options" and can 
be summarized as follows: 

1	 • The lack of crown land access into the CR from Bay of Islands Drive and the 

1 
associated access issues with trails leading from private to public land within the 
CR 

•	 First Nation's claims 
•	 Closure of the OFSC D 110 snowmobile trail linkage with Bay of Islands Drive 
•	 Unauthorized trail development, stewardship and trespassing 

1 • Unauthorized use of the Abrey portage for access into the CR 
• EnVironmental, safety and user conflicts associated with ATV use 
• Safety and liability concerns on multi-use crown land trails 

1	 • Issues with access to private land parcels landlocked within the CR 
•	 Issues with protection of wildlife values includinq deer yarding and protection of 

species at risk 

l	 • Unauthorized and improperly maintained infrastructure (bridges, etc) 
•	 Authorization, stewardship and maintenance of recreational trails 
•	 Protection of First Nation values 

l 
l	 
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L	 • Potential for introduction of exotic species 

l Following review and analysis of public consultation on the Issues and Management 
Options document, the Planning Team worked to develop the "Refined Management 
Options" document. This document contained a list of recommendations made by the 
planning team, a summary of public and First Nation consultation (issues raised), a 

1 proposed method of zoning for the conservation reserve, and details of the Refined 
Management Options. 

l The final Resource Management Plan developed must be consistent with the Crown 

l 
Land Use Policy Atlas (CLUPA). If the RMP results in uses not permitted by the CLUPA, 
then the CLUPA must be amended and the proper process followed prior to approval of 
the RMP or dove-tailed with the RMP process. 

L 
The goal for the conservation reserve which will gUide the development of options 
and planning is "To protect the natural resource and heritage values of the 
conservation reserve and to provide for compatible recreational activities. " 

l 1.3 General Management Objectives 

, General management objectives which will be addressed during this planning process 
include the following: 1.

1. To protect and preserve the La Cloche Ridge natural resource and heritage 
values by ensuring sustainable management of its wildlife, forests, lakes,

l geology, plant communities, species at risk and other key features. 

1 
2. To conduct an inventory and constraints/capability analysis of the natural 

resource values within the conservation reserve to ensure that compatible 
permitted uses take place which do not compromise the values of the 
conservation reserve. 

3. To honour prior commitments with interest groups/organizations that have a 
l:	 vested interest in the La Cloche Conservation Reserve by maintaining
II	 recreational uses currently taking place within the reserve, while ensuring that 

recreational uses do not negatively impact upon conservation reserve values. 

l 4. To make public safety a priority for users of the reserve so that insurance liability 
risks and associated costs will be minimized. 

•I 
5. To manage and/or improve public access to the conservation reserve without 

detrimentally impacting on adjacent landowners, while respecting private 
property rights, and while ensuring the continued remote character of the 
reserve. 

6. To address and minimize conflicts associated with crown land trail use. 

l 7. To strive for a management model that will involve the local community in the 
stewardship, maintenance and monitoring of the area's recreational resources 
through partnership/stewardship Clgreements.

1	 8. To maintain a balance between allowing for recreational enjoyment of the La 
Cloche Ridge while protecting the area's natural values and pristine qualities. 

L 
9. To provide a mechanism in the form of a Trail Strategy, which will address trail 

authorization, standards, maintenance, rehabilitation and stewardship? 

l
 
l	 
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l 
l 10. To support existing tourism and recreational uses within the reserve while 

moderating promotion of the area and initiating a process to monitor the impacts 
of tourism and recreational use. 

11. To identify, document and protect the cultural and historical values of the La 
Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

1 
1.4 First Nation Community Involvement
 

I,

La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve lies within the 1850 Robinson-Huron Treaty I 
territory. The conservation reserve is part of areas recognized by Whitefish River First 
Nation and Sagamok Anishnawbek as being part of their traditional lands. Aundeck

L Omni Kaning and Whitefish Lake are other First Nations that consider the La Cloche 
Ridge Conservation Reserve to be part of their traditional territory. 

l 1.4.1 Direction 
Existing Aboriginal and treaty rights are protected under the Constitution of Canada. 
There is no intent to infringe upon Aboriginal or treaty rights through the designation of 

l the area as a conservation reserve. The Crown has a duty to consult with focal First 
Nation communities who have existing aboriginal or treaty rights which may be infringed 
upon by such decisions. Any First Nation land claims within this area will be addressed

I; according to the appropriate Ontario Government procedures. The Ontario Government It has stated that designation of the area as a Conservation Reserve is not irreversible and 

l 
would not preclude consideration of lands, if appropriate, in future claims negotiations or 
settlement. 

1.5 Management Strategies 

l 
1 a) Work with adjacent First Nation communities to develop and implement management 

strategies that will ensure the protection of medicinal plant collection sites, 
pictographs, vision questing areas and other traditional locations and cultural values 
as identified by the communities. Consultation with First Nations concerning medical 

L 
plant collection sites will occur to establish mutual understanding on operational 
arrangements. 

b) Involve First Nation communities in the review of any new trail development 
proposals that may be proposed within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

c) Work with First Nation communities to provide a forum for discussion of topics that 

L may affect resources within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve boundaries 

l 
and lands adjacent to the conservation reserve (land claims, economic opportunities, 
hunting, fishing, trapping, medicine gathering, exotic species introductions, aboriginal 
awareness education, development of consultation processes, etc.) 

1 
d) Ensure that the First Nation communities involved in the planning process receive an 

updated MNR map of the alternate Abrey portage location and any relevant planning 
documentation related to the planning process. 

l 
e) Involve interested First Nation community members in the implementation of the trail 

strategy, including creation and establishment of trail kiosks, installation of directional 
signage, trail maintenance and stewardship. 

L
 
l 
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l 2.0 SPECIFIC PLAN OBJECTIVES 

L 2.1 Access 

•	 To manage access within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve so as to 
ensure the continued remote character of the conservation reserve. 

l 
I 
L • To permit at this time unrestricted marine access to the shoreline of the La 

Cloche Conservation Reserve and to monitor shoreline impacts to ensure 
shoreline access is not negatively affecting resource values at heavily used 
locations. MNR will work with local interested parties to advance our collective 
knowledge on how to maintain the quality of the coastal representative 
communities and landscapes and to address any observable negative impacts 
that may occur over time. 

• To restrict motorized access within the conservation reserve through zoning, by 
designating snowmobile and ATV use to specific trail corridors, in locations best 

l suited to motorized uses andlor in previously authorized locations to minimize 
negative impacts on resource values. 

• To work toward developing and maintaining (through potential partnerships) one 

L high quality access point at either the Fox Lake Road or the Horseshoe Lake 
proposed access point in the north-eastern Wilderness zone andlor at the Bay of 
Islands Drive Location within the southeastern portion of the conservation 

l reserve. 

L 
• To implement a zoning strategy that will ensure that current access points are 

used in a manner adequate to ensure the protection of values at the access 
locations. 

•	 To ensure existing and future access point and trail development/use does not 
fragment the cohesiveness of the terrestrial component of the reserve. 

l	 • To manage andlor improve public access to the conservation reserve without 
detrimentally impacting on adjacent landowners, while respecting private 
property rights, and while ensuring the continued remote character of the 

l	 reserve. 

2.2 Portaging 

L	 • To officially define an alternate portage corridor for the Abrey portage so as to 
ensure the public a continued rite of passage from Freud Bay to Lake Huron. 

8,
It 2.3 Recreational Trails 

l • To limit the development of new trails within the conservation reserve to ensure 
the ecological integrity and protection of the La Cloche Ridge Conservation 
Reserve. 

•	 To consider some new trail developments within the conservation reserve, by 
evaluating new trail proposals in consideration of the zoning intent for each zone ~ 
and in consideration of environmental, economic and social values, and effects 
on	 public safety and liability. All trail proposals will be subject the Class

L Environmental Assessment (EA) for Provincial Parks and Conservation 
Reserves. 

L 13 
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L 
l • To ensure that a stewardship process for existlnq and new trails is put into place 

in the form of a Memorandum of Understanding, to initiate a process to maintain 
trails and monitor the environmental impacts on trails. 

•	 To address and minimize conflicts associated with Crown Land recreational trail 
use, in conjunction with trail proponents. 

l • To implement the use of a Trail Strategy to address trail authorization, standards, 
maintenance, monitoring, rehabilitation and stewardship. 

•	 To support existing tourism and recreational uses within the reserve while limiting 
promotion of the area and initiating a process to monitor the impacts of tourism 

I.: and recreational use. New tourism and recreational uses within the reserve will Ii be reviewed on a case by case basis and only considered within a planning 
framework which will include but not be limited to a review via the Class

1 Environmenta/ Assessment (EA) for Provincia/ Parks and Conservation 
Reserves. 

• To investigate and pursue, through partnership with local First Nations and/or 
other user groups, the installation of interpretive/directional/safety signage and t trail marking within the reserve. 

L 2.4 Crown Land Use and Infrastructure 

L 
• To protect the pristine and undeveloped character of the conservation reserve by 

allowing no Crown Land disposition for recreation camps, tourist resortsllodges, 
or outpost camps 

l 
• To allow for Crown Land use activities (camping, hiking, boating, hunting) within 

the La Cloche Ridge Conservation reserve, while ensuring the protection of key 

L 
features (e.g. maintaining the quality of identified representative features) as well 
as more specific features (e.g. erodible soils, old-growth forests, deer yarding 
areas, nesting sites, species at risk, etc.) through designation of non-motorized 
wilderness and natural environment zones. 

L 
• To encourage, through educational brochures, kiosks and signage, low impact 

non-motorized wilderness camping and respect for the conservation reserve 
environment, its plants, fish, wildlife and geology 

L 
• To educate users about the aboriginal history, local history, geology, ecology and 

cultural values of the conservation reserve through the development of kiosks, 
interpretive signage and information brochures. 

l 
• To ensure that adjoining land and water uses in close proximity to the 

conservation reserve will have regard for and ensure protection of the values and 
features of the conservation reserve. 

•I 
• To contribute to the pristine and undeveloped character of the conservation 

reserve by supporting the dark sky initiative for any existing or proposed activities 
planned to occur within the conservation reserve boundaries. 

• To protect the pristine and undeveloped character of the conservation reserve by 
limiting infrastructure developments for commercial tourism and ecotourism and 

l by permitting small infrastructures (picnic tables/benches) only within the access 
zone of the CR. 

• To ensure that existing structures on Crown Land within the conservation reserve 

l (trap cabins, bridges, shelter cabins) are suitably authorized and are being used 
for their designated purpose and to require their removal if they are not. 

l 
L	 
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l 
l • To ensure that new structures on Crown Land within the conservation reserve 

are authorized and considered through zoning, and that they comply with current 
MNR policy standards for safety. 

l 
• To ensure the continued remote character of the inland lakes and Lake Huron 

shoreline within the conservation reserve, to prohibit dock structures as may be 
detailed through zoning. 

2.5 Water Resources 

l 
l • To protect the water resources of the conservation reserve by prohibiting the 

damming, diversion or removal of water from groundwater sources and 
underground aquifers for commercial use. 

l 
• To promote a peaceful recreational experience for users and to contribute toward 

the maintenance of excellent water quality within the small lakes of the reserve, 
by promoting non-motorized uses on the inland lakes within the reserve. 

• To prohibit aquaculture and associated infrastructure within the conservation 
reserve. 

• To prohibit commercial and recreational aircraft landing within the reserve.

l (Future legislation may provide a mechanism of enforcing this activity within 
conservation reserves). 

• To identify, document and address any sources of pollution within the 
conservation reserve (ie. Sewage, phosphorus, organic material from access 
points, litter, etc). L 

L 2.6 Fisheries 

• To protect, rehabilitate and sustain aquatic ecosystems and populations within 
the conservation reserve while allowing for the benefits of sport, bait and L Aboriginal fishing in accordance with existing policies. 

l 
• To maintain native and stocked fish populations consistent with existing 

community structure and productive capabilities. 
• To pursue fish stocking where it is consistent with management objectives. 

l 
• To collect information necessary for the management of the fisheries resource, 

as required to implement management programs. 

l\
• To encourage First Nations to be partners in the management of the fisheries 

within conservation reserve boundaries by involving them in information 
gathering, public education and enforcement. 

'. 

2.7 Wildlife 

l 
l • To protect and sustain wildlife habitat and populations within the La Cloche 

Conservation Reserve while allowing for the benefits of wildlife viewing, 
Aboriginal hunting, sport hunting and trapping. 

l 
• To promote opportunities for non-consumptive use of wildlife in the conservation 

reserve such as nature appreciation, interpretation, education, photography and 
scientific study 

• To ensure the protection of the deer yarding area in the eastern and 
southwestern portions of the conservation reserve through maintenance of 
habitat and insuring ecosystem integrity and environmental quality 

l 
L 
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l • To protect wildlife habitat so as to ensure sustainable and diverse wildlife 
populations and to maintain environmental quality and ecosystem integrity 

I • To work to protect and where possible expand the populations of wildlife species 
at risk in the conservation reserve. 

I 
• To encourage First Nations, local communities and interest groups to be partners 

in the protection and management of wildlife in the conservation reserve by 
involving them in information gathering, public education and habitat 
improvement projects. 

l 2.8 Vegetation 

• To manage vegetation in the conservation reserve in order to ensure a natural ;\· diversity of vegetation cover and structure. 1
•	 To investigate opportunities to use fire and fire management strategies in order 

to enhance or protect important vegetative communities and habitat. 

l • To protect regionally and provincially significant plant species/communities within 
the conservation reserve and encourage research to identify and document 
vegetation species at risk within the conservation reserve. 

l 2.9 Resource Stewardship 

1 • To seek a broader membership on an existing Local Citizen's Committee (LCC) 
to include a citizen or citizen(s) who would perform an advisory role in the 
management of La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve as well as other 

l	 conservation reserves within the district. (Local Citizen's Committees are groups 
of local stakeholders appointed by the MNR District Manager with representation 
from a variety of interest groups including tourist lodges, local industry, first 

L	 nations, the forestry sector, angler and hunter groups, municipal interests, 
naturalists and recreational interests.) 

•	 The District Planner under direction of the Area Supervisor will conduct regular 
plan reviews one year after plan implementation and at five-year intervals L	 thereafter, and consider future amendments to the Resource Management Plan 
under appropriate circumstances. 

i 2.10 Cultural Heritage 

l • To protect the known cultural and historical values of the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve 

• To encourage partnerships with local communities, user groups and tourist 
facilities in order to promote public knowledge, understanding and appreciation of 

i cultural values in the conservation reserve. 
•	 Any future cultural values management and promotion will be completed in 

consultation with local First Nations. 

l 2.11 Zoning 

l • To identify three zones and snowmobile travel corridors within the conservation 
reserve boundaries. The zones include an access zone, wilderness zone and 
natural environment zone. 

l 
l	 
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l • To specify the appropriate permitted uses which will occur within each zone. 

k 3.0 MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES-INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES 

L All management guidelines in this Resource Management Plan are based on the policy 
direction contained in the Crown Land Use Policy Atlas (CLUPA). For the most up-to­

l 
date version of the policy report, please refer to the CLUPA on the internet at 
http://crownlanduseatlas.mnr.gov.on.ca, or contact your local Ministry of Natural 
Resources office. A summary table of the management gUidelines, outlining permitted 
uses within the site, is located in Section 10.9 

1 The management guidelines outlined in this section are specific to the La Cloche Ridge 

L 
Conservation Reserve and are intended to protect the site's unique values. The 
guidelines in this document are subject to change and may be amended as necessary. 
If a conflict between management guidelines exists, the conservation reserve will be 

L 

managed to protect the integrity of its natural values, while permitting compatible land 
use activities. 

L Proposed new uses and/or development, including research and education activities, will 
be reviewed on a case-by-case basis and subject to the Class EA for Provincial Parks 
and Conservation Reserves. The Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation 
Reserves (OMNR, 2003) will be used to screen all proposals and management activities 
occurring within the conservation reserve. 

l When applicable, the document Conserving a Future for Our Past; Archaeology, Land 
Use Planning and Development in Ontario, Section 3 (MOC, 1997) will be consulted as 
well as additional references and expert opinions when managing archaeological and 

L cultural resources within the area. 

L 
Adjoining land and water uses in close proximity to the CR will have regard for and 
ensure protection of the values and features of the La Cloche CR. 

3.1 Aggregate Extraction 

L 
L No large aggregate extraction sites have been developed within the La Cloche Ridge 

Conservation Reserve. Some small aggregate extractions have occurred in the eastern 
portion of the CR adjacent to sections of Loop 2 in several areas to build up the trail in 
the vicinity. 

l 3.1.1 Direction 
Aggregate extraction activities will not be permitted within the conservation reserve as 
per the Conservation Reserves Policy. 

l 
l 3.1.2 Management Strategies 

a) The hollow areas where aggregate has been removed adjacent to the northern 
portion of Loop 2 will be rehabilitated by the MOU holder for the trail or by MNR 
(Junior Rangers). The pits will be refilled manually using existing material at the 
site and hand tools to create shallow slopes which can be filled with leaf litter, to 
encourage natural reseeding and regeneration. 

l 
l 
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3.2 Commercial Hydro Development 

There are no commercial hydro developments currently located within the La Cloche 
Conservation Reserve. 

3.2.1 Direction 
No commercial hydroelectric development or ancillary activities (i.e. flood-ways) will be 
permitted within the La Cloche Ridge CR in accordance with the Conservation Reserves 
Policy. 

3.3 Commercial Timber Harvest 

3.3.1 Direction 
Commercial forest harvesting is not permitted within conservation reserves as per 
Conservation Reserves Policy (February 1997). This management plan will not support 
any supplementary activities (i.e. camps) associated with this actiVity. Please refer to 
subsection 5.1.4 for information regarding non-commercial (personal) wood harvesting. 

3.4 Sunken Log Retrieval 

It is unknown but seems unlikely that the La Cloche CR has sunken log resources. 
Several small inland lakes and coldwater streams are situated within the CR. These 
lakes are not highly accessible and there is no knowledge of them being used to 
transport logs historically. Also, no roads are located close to these lakes, meaning if 
sunken log resources were present it would be very difficult to access these areas for 
harvest. Harvest could also result in localized negative environmental impacts on the 
values the CR was designed to protect. The topography of the CR would make it very 
difficult to transport logs from one location to another. 

3.4.1 Direction 
Timber salvage/sunken log removal/retrieval is not permitted within the La Cloche CR. 

3.5 Commercial Wind Power Development 

No commercial wind power developments currently exist within the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve. 

3.5.1 Direction 
Wind power development is not permitted in conservation reserves according to MNR's 
policy and procedure 4.10.04 "Wind Power Development on Crown Land". This policy 
came into effect on January 27, 2004. 

3.6 Energy Transmissions and Communications Corridors 
No transmission lines or pipeline corridors exist within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation 
Reserve, nor have any been proposed. 

18 
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l 
3.6.1 Direction 

•i 
~ Utility corridors will not be supported within the conservation reserve unless there are no 

demonstrated alternatives. Ancillary activities will not be permitted within the site Le. 
pumping stations, service yards, etc. 

3.7 Mineral Exploration and Development 

L 
L Current policy states that no mineral exploration or extraction activities are permitted to 

occur within any conservation reserve that was regulated as part of the Ontario's Living 
Legacy initiative. These conservation reserves have been removed from mineral 
exploration and development activities. There are no associated mining claims or leases 

l 
.within the conservation reserve. Mining and surface rights within the conservation 
reserve's boundaries have been withdrawn from staking under the Mining Act (RSO 
1990 eM. 14). 

3.7.1 Direction

l Mineral exploration or development, or any ancillary activities, will not be permitted 
within the conservation reserve. 

t 3.8 Mining 

i No mining activities are currently taking place within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation 
Reserve. Several mining claims are situated north of the conservation reserve. 

3.8.1 Direction
L Mining will not be permitted within the conservation reserve. 

3.9 Peat Extraction 
L 
l 

No peat resources have been identified in the conservation reserve, however it is 
possible that peat resources could exist in the wetlands situated within the reserve. 

3.9.1 Direction 

l 
Extraction of peat, soil, aggregate or other similar materials will not be permitted within 
the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

3.10 Transportation Corridors (Roads, Rail Lines) 1 
No transportation corridors (roads or rail lines) currently exist within the La Cloche 
Conservation Reserve. I ... 

L 
3.10. 1 Direction 
New transportation corridors will not be permitted through the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve. 

L
 
l 
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l 3.11 Resource Access Roads 

There are no current resource access roads (i.e, Forestry roads) within the La Cloche 

L 
L Ridge Conservation Reserve. Since the conservation reserve is situated along a 

coastline and is bounded to the west by La Cloche Provincial Park, it is not anticipated 
that any resource access roads will be required in future within the area. 

3.11.1 Direction 

l New resource access roads will not be permitted within the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve. 

4.0 COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES l 
L 

4.1 Bait Fishing 
Only one baitfish block is licensed within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve 
and it is held by a commercial licensee. No conflicts are known to be occurring with 
regards to baitfish harvesting within the reserve. 

l 4.1.1 Direction 

l 
Existing bait fishing harvesting activities may be permitted to continue, unless there are 
significant demonstrated conflicts. Existing baitfish licensee holders will be issued letters 
of authorization for use of motorized vehicles within the natural environment and 
wilderness zones, should this be required. Conditions may be applied to any future 
authorizations. Transfer requests will be considered on a case by case by the MNR Area 

1 Office, and should the request be granted, future transferees will need to abide by new 
access and zoning restrictions (ATV use only in Zone A, snowmobile use only in zone A 
and the snowmobile coriidors). New baitfish operations will not be considered.

l Structures for baitfish activities will not be permitted. 

4.1.2 Management Strategies 

l a) Maintain the existing baitfish reporting system and work with local baitfish 
operators to monitor the status of the resource. 

l 4.2 Commercial Fishing/Aquaculture 

No commercial fishing or aquaculture is currently occurring within the boundaries of the 

l La Cloche CR. It is very unlikely that the lakes within the CR could provide viable 

1 
commercial fishing opportunities due to their size and degree of accessibility. Since 
aquaculture sites have been developed in waters south and east of the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve within the North Channel area, there may be a potential pressure 
for development of aquaculture sites along the southern boundary of the La Cloche 
Ridge CR. 

1 
4.2.1 Direction 

l No new commercial fishing operations will be considered in the inland lakes and streams 
within the La Cloche CR. No eXisting uses are currently occurring and the status quo 

l
 
l 
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L will be maintained. No aquaculture or associated infrastructure will be permitted within 
the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

L 4.2.2 Management Strategies 

l 
a) Applications for aquaculture facilities adjacent to the La Cloche Ridge 

Conservation Reserve will be monitored by the Espanola Area Team to ensure 
that no infrastructure will be installed within conservation reserve boundaries and 
that any potential impacts to the conservation reserve including any negative 
cross boundary effects will be minimized and/or mitigated. 

l b) Should aquaculture facilities be authorized in proximity to the conservation 
reserve, standards for monitoring will be developed to ensure that these facilities 
do not negatively impact on lands and waters within conservation reserve

l boundaries. 

4.3 Commercial Fur Harvesting (Trapping) 

t 
There are two trapline areas that fall within the conservation reserve, EP 32 and EP 36. 
Trapper's harvest summaries indicate that species trapped include beaver, mink,

l marten, otter, fisher, muskrat, raccoon, weasel, red fox, timber wolf and coyote. 

'' 4.3.1 Direction 
Existing trapping will be permitted to continue unless there are significant demonstrated 

...••.

L 
I- conflicts. EXisting trap cabins can continue but no new trapping cabins or trapping 

infrastructure will be permitted. The relocation of existing cabins may be permitted if it is 
consistent with the protection of natural heritage values and other uses/activities. Repair 

1 
and replacement of existing cabins should normally be permitted, as long as the scale 
and function are not significantly altered and within the proposed area all natural 
heritage values evaluated as to their significance. Proposals will be reviewed on a case 
by case basis and mitigations/alterations may be required. 

L 
Existing trapline licensee holders will be issued letters of authorization for use of 
snowmobiles within the natural environment and wilderness zones, should this be 
required for trapping purposes only. 

l Transfers can be considered on an individual basis by the MNR Area Office, but should 

1 
the request be granted, new trappers and transferees will need to abide by new access 
and zoning restrictions (ATV use only in Zone A, snowmobile use only in zone A and the 
snowmobile corridors). As part of the determination of whether new trapping would be 
permitted, the associated trails that would be required to be used will be considered. 

1 Changes in trapline quotas will be evaluated by Area Staff, on an individual basis. 

4.3.2 Management Strategies 

1 a) Inform trapline holders of changes to MNR policy regarding letters of 

l 
authorization for travel by snowmobile within wilderness and natural environment 
zones and the prohibitions on ATV use in these zones. 

b) Require trappers to submit to MNR a map showing the location of trails that are 
utilized for trapping. 

L 21 
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l 
l c) Require the Fish and Wildlife Technical Specialist to conduct trapline audits as 

necessary. 
d) Encourage sharing of aboriginal harvest information (ie. harvest estimates for 

beaver, mink, marten, otter, fisher, muskrat, raccoon, weasel, red fox, timber wolf 
and coyote) between MNR and First Nation communities to help ensure the 
sustainability of the resource. 

L 4.4 Commercial Tourism 

l There are no existing tourist establishments within the La Cloche CR. However several 
commercial ecotourism companies utilize lands within or adjacent to the La Cloche CR. 
Nearby resorts and lodges in Whitefish Falls and in the Bay of Islands also utilize the 

l conservation reserve lands. While there are no commercial tourism outposts located 
within the conservation reserve, one shelter cabin is situated within the CR along the 
Heaven's Gate Trail. 

L 4.4.1 Direction 

l 
EXisting ecotourist operations are permitted to continue, in accordance with 
Conservation Reserve Policy. Repair and replacement of the existing shelter cabin may 

l 
be permitted as long as the scale and function of the shelter are not significantly altered. 
The relocation of this structure may be permitted if consistent with the protection of 
natural heritage values and other uses/activities. No new infrastructure for tourism or 
ecotourism uses will be permitted within the conservation reserve. 

l 4.5 Commercial Campgrounds 

Currently there are no commercial campgrounds located within the La Cloche Ridge CR. 

L	 4.5.1 Direction 

l 
This management plan does not permit development of commercial campgrounds within 
the La Cloche Ridge CR. The establishment of commercial campgrounds is not 

l 
consistent with the management goal of maintaining the pristine and remote character of 
the area. Furthermore, limited access to the conservation reserve suggests that 
commercial campgrounds could be better accommodated outside of its boundaries. 

4.6 Commercial Bear Hunting 

L	 The conservation reserve forms part of four active bear management areas (BMA's) 
managed by the Espanola Area MNR office. Four local businesses provide bear 
outfitting services to non-residents of Canada. Commercial bear hunting has historically t	 taken place using a combination of boat access and land-based access mostly using 
non-motorized means. 

L 4.6.1 Direction 
Existing commercial bear hunting will be permitted to continue within all zones of the La 
Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. However, the use of motorized vehicles (ATV's) to 

l retrieve large game will only be permitted within the access zone. No new bear hunting 
operations will be permitted. All of the conservation reserve land is currently represented 
within existing trapline areas; therefore, the issuance of "new operations" does not apply 

l 
l	 
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l to this conservation reserve. The issuing of new SMA's within the conservation reserve 
is not possible because all areas are currently allocated. 

l Transfer requests will be considered on an on-going basis. All bear operators must 
abide by zoning restrictions. Transfer requests based on inheritance will be considered. 
Sear management areas that have never been active will not be re-activated. Where the 

l SMA license has reverted to the crown, it will not be re-allocated. 

4.6.2 Management Strategies 

L a) Existing SMA licensee holders will be sent a letter describing the changes in 

l 
policy which may affect their SMA operations. 

b) Negotiation with some affected SMA holders may be necessary to re-adjust the 
SMA fee structure where the section of SMA within the conservation reserve has 
reverted to the crown. 

l 4.7 Outfitting Services 

1 
There are currently no outfitting service providers within the La Cloche Ridge CR. See 
glossary for definition. 

4.7.1 Direction 

1 Infrastructure associated with outfitting services will not be permitted within the 
boundaries of the La Cloche Ridge CR. Examples include but are not limited to cabins, 
docks and tent platforms. 

l 4.8 Outpost Camps 

l There are currently no outpost camps within the La Cloche Ridge CR. See the glossary 
for a definition of outpost camps. 

l 4.8.1 Direction 
New outpost camps or any associated infrastructure will not be permitted within the 
boundaries of the La Cloche Ridge CR. 

L 4.9 Resorts/Lodges 

l There are currently no resorts or lodges located within the La Cloche Ridge CR. 

4.9.1 Direction 

l No new resorts or lodges or any associated infrastructure will be permitted within the La 
Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

1 4.10 Food Harvesting (Commercial) 

Commercial food harvesting includes such activities as blueberry picking or the 
'j·'" harvesting of wild mushrooms for resale value. Currently there is no known commercial l· food harvesting operation within the La Cloche Ridge CR, with the exception of 

traditional blueberry picking by First Nation communities. 

L 
l 
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1 4.10.1 Direction 

l 
Commercial food harvesting is not permitted within this Conservation Reserve. The 
rationale for this direction is that these activities may compromise values which the 
conservation reserve is intending to protect. Traditional blueberry picking activities by 
First Nation communities will continue. 

l 4.11 Wild Rice Harvesting 

MNR currently has no knowledge of wild rice harvesting occurring within the La Cloche 
~ CR for personal or commercial use. 

4.11. 1 Directionl New operations for personal or commercial use of wild rice (i.e. seeding) may be 
considered subject to the Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves. 

1 4.11.2 Management Strategies 
a)	 Encourage investigations to identify the potential for wild rice 

harvesting/planting/seeding within the conservation reserve. 

1 4.12 Ground Hemlock (Canada Yew) 

1 Ground Hemlock, also known as Canada Yew, is a native evergreen shrub that has 
received increased attention recently due to its medicinal properties. It is a traditional 
medicine of First Nations which is being harvested locally for use in the pharmaceutical 

l industry. The quantities of ground hemlock within the reserve have not been assessed. 

4.12.1 Direction 

l This plan does not permit harvesting of ground hemlock within the conservation reserve 
boundaries. 

l 5.0 LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

5.1 Crown Land Dispositions and Infrastructure t 
Crown land use in the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve involves recreational 
activities such as camping, hiking, angling, boating, wildlife viewing and hunting. It also 

1 involves commercial uses including trapping, commercial baitfish collection and 

l 
commercial bear hunting. Issues relating to crown land use include environmental 
degradation (illegal wood cutting and removal, erosion, soil compaction, destruction of 
vegetation, garbage), and impacts to animal populations related to user activity and 
unauthorized infrastructure. 

1 There are unauthorized structures within the conservation reserve, which have no tenure 
or letter of authority. 

l 5.1.1 Direction 
The sale of Crown land is not permitted within the conservation reserve. 

l 
l	 
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l 
l The intent is to encourage a diversity of Crown land uses within the conservation reserve 

where these uses are compatible with natural heritage and resource protection. Crown 
land activities occurring or proposed that may have a negative impact on the 
environment will be managed by restricting activities or exclUding them entirely. 
Structures on Crown Land within the conservation reserve that are authorized and being 
used for their intended purpose will be permitted to remain if compatible with CR values, 

l and will be authorized under MOU. Unauthorized structures will be either approved 
under MOU or removed, at the discretion of the crown. 

l 5.1.2 Management Strategies 

L 
a) MNR will notify the owners of unauthorized structures that they must remove 

them from Crown Land within a reasonable time period or they must be 
authorized under a Memorandum of Understanding. 

l 
b) An MOU for the OFSC water crossing over Alexander Creek must be signed 

between the Espanola and District Snowmobile Club and MNR or the structure 
removed. 

c)	 The OFSC snowmobile bridge over Frood Creek must be modified with a locked 
post to ensure pedestrian/groomer access only to the Loop 2 area. Groomer 
access would be for cross-country skiing maintenance purposes only. I,

d)	 Place educational signage outlining the restrictions on Crown Land use at trail '­ kiosks which includes but may not be limited to the Frood Creek Bridge location, 
the Alexander crossing location and the South Florence Lake location (and/or 

i other access locations deemed suitable in the future). 
e) New infrastructure to be constructed within the conservation reserve requires a 

work permit and will be reviewed in conjunction with the zoning designations to 

1 ensure compatibility. 

l 
f) The signs that have been illegally placed in the Loop 2 area will be removed from 

the trails to eliminate safety and liability issues. 
g) A designated trail marking system and signage plan will be administered by MNR 

1 
to ensure a consistent sign style, and implemented through partnerships with 
user groups and/or through the assistance of the Junior Ranger program. 

h) The erosion concern at the Alexander Crossing must be repaired by the OFSC 

l 
snowmobile club by planting of native grasses and shrubs, and other appropriate 
erosion control techniques as directed by MNR area staff. 

i) Dock structures will not be permitted within the La Cloche CR including the 
shoreline of Lake Huron. 

j) Through partnerships with First Nations and other user groups, develop 
educational materials on low-impact camping and distribute through kiosks. 

L k) The OFSC snowmobile trail will be posted to restrict use by motorized vehicles 
(except snowmobiles). 

1 5.2 Fire Suppression 

Two large fires took place within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve in 1923 and 

1 1934 which affected the western portions of the reserve. Since then a number of smaller 
fires have occurred within the reserve, the majority of which have been caused by 
lightning. Many of the previously burned areas have regenerated. The fire strategy 
which covers Mongowin Township and area is that of a full response. All fires aret aggressively actioned, based on measured priorities. Whitefish FallslWillisville 

L 
l	 

25 



l La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve Resource Management Plan October 2005 

L Volunteer Fire Department has signed an agreement with MNR which allows the 
department to respond to forest fires on behalf of MNR, only if MNR requests it. 

1 5.2.1 Direction 

k 
The responding agency for forest fires within the CR will be the MNR. The MNR 
recognizes fire as an essential process fundamental to the ecological integrity of 
conservation reserves. Forest fire protection will be carried out in accordance with 
approved MNR fire management strategies for conservation reserves which state 
"Forest fire protection will be carried out on a conservation reserve as on surrounding 

L public lands". The Fire Management Planning Guidelines for Provincial Parks and 

l 
Conservation Reserves provides direction on fire response and fire use other than that 
directed by the Forest Fire Management Strategy for Ontario but additional planning and 
public consultation will be required. 

L 
Where aggressive fire suppression is undertaken, a 'Iight-on-the-Iand' approach to fire 
management will be adopted for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. This will 
include such practices as minimal use of heavy equipment, trenching, camp 
construction, tree cutting etc. 

l Opportunities for prescribed burning to achieve ecological or resource management 
objectives may be considered, but would be subject to the MNR Prescribed Burning 
Manual; screened under the Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves 

l and require the development of a separate implementation plan (e.g. resource 
stewardship plan) that would require public consultation. 

L 5.2.2 Management Strategies 
a} Inform adjacent private landowners when a fire within the La Cloche Ridge 

Conservation Reserve may put private properties at risk to ensure public health 

L and safety. 
Opportunities for alternative responses and/or prescribed burning to achieve 
ecological or resource management objectives may be considered. These 

I.;; management objectives will only be considered if public consultation occurs prior 
& to the development of a fire management plan for the La Cloche Ridge 

Conservation Reserve. This type of plan would likely be considered a type of 
implementation plan for a protected area and would be developed in accordance 

l 
t with the new Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves and MNR 

Prescribe Burning Manual. Co-operate with adjacent landowners who have 
developed fire management systems for their properties in the event that MNR 
has difficulty controlling a fire within the conservation reserve. 

l 5.3 Fisheries Management 

L 
Sport fishing currently takes place in the inland lakes and streams located within the 
reserve, namely Florence Lake, Alexander Lake, West Quartzite Lake, Elbow Lake and 
Wright's Lake. Many of the lakes within the reserve are coldwater lakes. 

l 5.3.1 Direction 
Sport fishing will be permitted within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. The 
Ontario fishing regulations will continue to govern fishing in the reserve. Infrastructure 
required for cage aquaculture will not be considered within the conservation reserve 

l 
L 
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L 
L boundaries. Any future fish stocking activities will be evaluated by MNR prior to 

implementation by using the Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves. 
Fish rearing within the La Cloche Ridge CR through the use of artificial rearing ponds 
and other similar infrastructure will not be permitted since this would negatively impact 
on CR values. 

1 5.3.2 Management Strategies 
a) Continue stocking F1 splake in Alexander Lake where funding is available. 
b) Attempt to maintain a diversified angling experience and meet future angler 

l demand for Alexander Lake. 
c) Continue to stock Florence Lake with appropriate species where funding is 

available. 

L d) Continue to stock Elbow Lake with brook trout, (where funding is available) to 

l 
provide a put-grow-take fishery to provide increased angling opportunities. 

e) Continue stocking White's Lake with F1 splake where funding is available. 
f) Maintain the status of Wright's Lake as a 8 1 lake trout lake and continue 

l
 
stocking brook trout where funding is available.
 

g) Monitor impacts on the local smelt fisheries.
 
h) Protect the coastal wetland component of the reserve to allow for spawning and
 

rearing functions for muskellunge and northern pike. 

1 
i) Attempt to rehabilitate natural lake trout populations within Florence and 

Alexander Lakes. 
j) Encourage catch and release of fish within the reserve. 
k) Work in partnership with the Whitefish Falls Sportsman's Club to enhance fishing 

opportunities in the local area, possibly to include future fish stocking projects 

L within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 
/)	 Encourage sharing of aboriginal fish harvest information between MNR and first 

nation communities to help ensure the sustainability of the resource. 

,
, m) Work with First Nation communities and the AnishnabeklOntario Fisheries 

Resource Centre to incorporate traditional knowtedqe, increase First Nation 
participation in information gathering, and promote sustainable fisheries. ,	 n) Continue to assess fish populations as required. 

0)	 Identify any barriers to fish migration and work with DFO to ensure any problems 
with water crossings are corrected. 

L 5.4 Insect and Disease Suppression 

1 
L The predominance of hemlock as a forest type within the northeastern portion of the 

conservation reserve may make this area more vulnerable to infestations of Lambdina f. 
fiscel/aria, the hemlock looper. This is one insect that has had a significant impact on 
the hemlock stands within the northeastern portion of the La Cloche Ridge CR. The 
conservation reserve is not immune to infestations of a variety of forest insects and 
diseases. 

l 5.4.1 Direction 
Control of insects and disease will be addressed on a site-specific basis. If necessary 
measures will be taken to prevent the spread of exotic species of insects within the 

t conservation reserve and to areas adjacent to the conservation reserve. The decision 
for MNR to manage insect and disease outbreaks is usually related to maintaining 
eligible timber until such time as harvesting can occur. As timber harvesting is not a 

L 

L 
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L 
l permitted use within the conservation reserve, these natural processes will be permitted 

to occur without intervention. For example, the application of microbial control agent ­
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt), to control budworm will not be permitted within the 
conservation reserve. However, if it was deemed necessary through the appropriate 
processes, this management plan would support the application of control agents to the ' lands within the conservation reserve if the forest/vegetation was threatened by an

l~;: infestation of a non-native species. 

l 5.4.2 Management Strategies 

l 
a) Where necessary, chemical, biological or physical controls may be implemented 

to control insect and disease infestations which may affect forest lands within and 
adjacent to the conservation reserve, in consultation with the Area Forester, 

l 
particularly with respect to non-native species. 

b) Work with educational institutions, individuals and user groups who may have an 
interest in conducting research and monitoring forest insects and diseases within 
the conservation reserve. 

l 
c) Monitor infestation through advance technologies (e.g. Supplementary Aerial 

Photography (SAP); GIS technologies; etc.) and via Ontario Parks monitoring 
program (e.g. surveys via the stress questionnaires). 

, 5.5 Featured Species Management 
&. 

5.5.1 Direction 

l Existing habitat management practices will be reviewed to ensure that they are 
consistent with the protection of identified natural heritage values. New featured species 
management will be permitted and will be implemented using the Class EA for Provincial 
Parks and Conservation Reserves. 

l 
5.6 Forest Renewal 

l Forestry activities were carried out within the La Cloche Conservation Reserve from the 
early 1900's to the early 1960's. Following the harvesting of the late 1940's and early 
1950's, the Ministry of Lands and Forests (now MNR), conducted renewal activities to 

l regenerate some of the harvested areas. These renewal activities were concentrated in 
the areas directly north of Flat Point, where red pine was the main species planted. No 
other renewal activities have taken place within the conservation reserve since this time, 

l however the planning team have recommended that planting could be an active form of 
natural abandonment which could be used to assist in the decommissioning of forest 
trails which are deemed unnecessary. 

l 5.6.1 Direction 

l 
Forest renewal can be conducted by MNR or through stewardship partnerships where it 
will be of net benefit to the protected area. To the greatest extent possible, the renewal 
should be designed to replicate natural conditions, using trees, shrubs and/or grasses 
native to the location which would be similar in species composition to the surrounding 
environment. If planting is carried out, it will be done randomly. Tending will be 

l 
t considered on a case-by-case basis. In all cases of proposed renewal activities, there 

must be prior review and approval of the proposals by the Area Forester, in order to 
determine what actions would best support the long-term ecological integrity of the area. 

l 
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l 
L In the locations where planting is to occur, temporary signage should be placed to inform 

conservation reserve users to minimize disturbance to young seedlings. Forest renewal 
will not be conducted in areas that have been disturbed by fire, in order to allow natural 
succession processes to take place. 

5.7 Wildlife Population Management l 
l 

A variety of wildlife are supported by La Cloche Ridge CR's natural habitat, which is 
located within WMU 42. For a detailed listing of species observed within the CR, see the 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve Background Document. Wildlife species of 
significance within the CR include white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) , moose 
(AIces alces), and black bear (Ursus americanus). In the past bear problems have 

L occurred in the Camp Manitou area. Electric fencing was a method attempted to control 
problem bears. 

I Documented wildlife values specifically associated with this conservation reserve 

l 
include: a deeryard in the eastern portion of the conservation reserve, coldwater 
fisheries in Alexander, Florence and Wright's Lake, and a heronry. Several species at 
risk (SAR) including smith's clubrush, bald eagles, eastern cougar and red-shouldered 

t 
hawk have been observed within the conservation reserve. One species of note, the 
hooded warbler, has been observed along the northern boundary of the reserve. 
Blanding's turtle, another species at risk, has been observed east of the conservation 
reserve boundaries. 

l Some information has been gathered on moose, bear and deer populations within the 
reserve as well as species at risk, however very little is known about insect, amphibian, 

l 
reptile, bird or small mammal diversity and abundance. Increases and decreases in 
population numbers and the presence or absence of species is useful information for 
determining the health of the ecosystem and in making management decisions. Hunting 
by first nation community members is a popular activity within the CR. MNR has limited 
information regarding aboriginal harvest levels for wildlife within the reserve. 

l Bald eagle numbers appear to be increasing in the conservation reserve according to 
local observations. 

l 5.7.1 Direction 

l 
Protection of wildlife and their associated habitats will take precedence over human use 
and development activities, especially in the case of species at risk. The collection of 
information needed to make management decisions will be given priority. All known 
sensitive habitat will be protected through restricted use zoning. 

1 
~ Wildlife population management will follow the most appropriate and current resource 

management direction provided it is consistent with the other management directions 
stated within this Resource Management Plan. Currently, wildlife population 
management is carried out at a high scale (depending on Wildlife Management Unit), , which makes it difficult to determine the sustainability of harvest within an area as small 
as the La Cloche Conservation Reserve. .. 

L 
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l 5.7.2 Management Strategies 

L 
a) Promote opportunities for non-consumptive uses of wildlife in the conservation 

reserve such as nature appreciation, interpretation, education, photography and 
scientific study. 

b) Protect wildlife habitat so as to ensure sustainable and diverse wildlife 
populations in cooperation with Espanola Area Team. 

c) Work to maintain and where possible, expand the populations of wildlife species It1\
at risk in the La Cloche Ridge CR. 

d) Encourage First Nations, local communities and interest groups to be partners in 

l the protection and management of wildlife in the conservation reserve by 

L 
involving them in information gathering, public education and habitat 
improvement projects (ie. Deer surveys, bird counts, marsh monitoring, species 
at risk). 

l 
e) Work with the Natural Heritage Information Centre, Sudbury Ornithologists, 

Camp Manitou, the academic community and other interested partners to 
consolidate, collect and document information on wildlife populations and unique 
habitats present within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

1 
f) Develop and implement management strategies to protect and/or rehabilitate 

rare and unique species/communities, such as zoning sensitive nesting habitat 
as seasonally restricted from Crown Land use. 

g) Nuisance bear activities reported to be occurring on private properties landlocked 
by conservation reserve boundaries will be managed in conjunction with the Bear 

t Wise program from the Espanola Area Office, by accessing private properties by 
water access where necessary. 

h) Educate private property landowners landlocked within conservation reserve 

l boundaries to reduce the risk of bear problems on the adjacent private lands. 

l 
i) Encourage sharing of aboriginal wildlife harvest information (i.e, for moose, deer, 

bear, hare, grouse and waterfowl) between MNR and first nation communities to 
help ensure the sustainability of the resource. 

l 
j) Improve information relating to small mammal, forest nesting birds, amphibian 

and reptile populations as well as for species at risk by developing partnerships 
to establish long term trend-through- time monitoring stations at various locations 
in the conservation reserve including rare habitats, following standard protocols 
(e.g. Forest Bird Monitoring, Marsh Monitoring, Small Mammal trapping surveys). 

l k) Establish regular monitoring for species at risk (bald eagles, golden eagles, 
blanding's turtle) to determine long-term population trends and habitat use. 

I) Encourage research studies to determine trend-through-time monitoring stations 
for the deer population within the deer yarding area of the conservation to study 

L the impacts of how snowmobiling and other trail uses affects the deer population 
within the reserve. 

m) Encourage the use of new technologies to monitor habitat/ecological

L communities (e.g. supplementary aerial photography, remote sensing techniques 

l 
and GIS). Partner with Ontario Parks, First Nations and other stakeholders for 
such initiatives as aerial flight surveys and stress questionnaire surveys (Le. for 
species at risk that may go beyond the boundaries of the site) where possible. 

5.8 Access 

t There is no automobile access into the La Cloche Conservation Reserve. Access is 
possible by boat to the southern shoreline of the conservation reserve along Lake 

I 
L 
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l 
L Huron. Boat launches are situated at several tourist establishments in Whitefish Falls to 

the east of the site, at Fort La Cloche near Sagamok Anishnawbek to the west of the 
site, and at Little Current. 

Access to the eastern end of the conservation reserve is achieved via two main 
locations. The Heaven's Gate Trail (Eastern Trailhead) off Highway 6 is limited to non­

l motorized uses. The Red Deer Village Trail Association (RDVTA) Trailhead north of Bay 
of Islands Drive in Whitefish Falls is a muitiple use access point. The RDVTA was 
incorporated in June 2000 as a not-for-profit corporation by the residents of Red Deer 

l Village and provides access to the general public for recreational use on its multi-use 
trail as specified in its title covenant. 

l The northern boundary of the conservation reserve has three crown unmaintained land 

l 
access points in the form of abandoned tertiary forest access roads/trails. The most 
easterly of these provides non-motorized access into the northeastern portion of the 
conservation reserve in the non-snowmobiling season and in winter is the D-110 OFSC 

l 
snowmobile trail access. In recent years, ATV users have been using this location to 
access the conservation reserve. Such uses were not authorized in the planning 
process for the snowmobile trail. ATV access will not be permitted at this location 
through posting under the Public Lands Act. 

t 
The two other accesses from Elbow Lake and Moose Lake Road are used by 
snowmobilers in winter. It is unknown to what extent ATV use occurs at these locations 

1 
in the non-snowmobiling season. Access into the conservation reserve during the winter 
season can be gained via the Moose Lake Road, which runs south from the Cutler Lake 
Lodge road south of the Lee Valley Road. Snowmobiles typically travel from Moose 
Lake Road to the Wright's Lake area via Elbow Lake and the Marsh Trail, after crossing 
Moose Lake by snowmobile. 

l 
L The only access to the conservation reserve from the west is via the Heaven's Gate 

Hiking Trail which enters the reserve just south of White's Lake. The trail continues 
westward 14 km to Fort La Cloche, which is situated in La Cloche Provincial Park 
directly to the west of the conservation reserve. It continues eastward for 18 km through 
the reserve and through private lands to Highway 6. .".. 5.8.1 Direction I. 
The Espanola and District Land Use Guidelines were amended through extensive public 
consultation in 1996 to include a Limited Access Area designation for the areal;.., encompassed by the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. The intent of the Limited 
Access Area designation was to encourage traditional uses in the designated areas, and 
prohibit year round motorized public access improvements. 

l Access point management within the boundaries of the conservation reserve will take 

1 
this pre-existing policy direction into account. Measures will be taken to address any 
negative environmental impacts resulting from access development/activity. Trails which 
could improve motorized access within the reserve will be discouraged. 

5.8.2 Management Strategies 

l 
l a) One additional crown land access point to the conservation reserve along Bay of 

Islands Drive will be permitted if MNR is able to acquire crown land access in the 
area through purchase, lease, easement or donation from existing private 
landowners in the area. If MNR can acquire crown access, some amenities may 

l 
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L 
l be provided, possibly including a parking area, information kiosk, and directional 

and/or interpretive signage. These amenities would be dependent upon MNR 
funding capabilities at the time of plan implementation. 

b) The existing private access point at Bay of Islands Drive (RDVTA) will be 
permitted to continue to provide motorized and non-motorized access into the 
access zone of the conservation reserve. 

L c) Existing and new forest access roads coming in close proximity to the northern 

•
boundary of the CR from the Fox Lake Road/McKinnon Creek Road area will be 
monitored to ensure no new access is created into the wilderness zone of the CR 
(Zone B). I. 

l 
d) Postings stating "no motorized use" including ATV use will be placed at the 

eastern and western boundaries of the conservation reserve where the Heaven's 
Gate Trail passes through the reserve, and at the junction of the Heaven's Gate 

l 
Trail and the D 110 OFSC route. These postings will be enforceable under the 
Public Lands Act. 

e) Postings stating "no ATV Use permitted" will be placed at all three existing 

l 
northern access points to the reserve, and at the junction of the OFSC trail and 
the Florence Lake Trail. These postings will be enforceable under the Public 
Lands Act. 

l 
f) Motorized access into the Loop 2 area will be restricted by MNR by placing a "no 

motorized access" sign south of the Frood Creek bridge. The OFSC bridge 
leading south to the Loop 2 area will be modified to a pedestrian bridge with a 
locked post to keep motorized users out of the area (although snowmobile 
grooming of cross-country ski trails may be permitted through a letter of authority 
to the MOU holder of Loop 2). 

l g) To ensure no motorized access from the relocated portage location, signage 
stating "No motorized access" will be placed at the eastern boundary of the 
conservation reserve at the relocated portage location where it meets with the 

L junction of Loop 2. 

L 
h) MNR will consider the potential for a future new crown access point at the 

Horseshoe Lake/Old Landfill Road location to link into the existing Heaven's Gate 
Trail's eastern limits, should a trail proponent come forward wishing to construct 

L 
a trail and new access point at this location. 

i) The impact of motorized activities in the Access Zone will be monitored by 
establishing a monitoring system at specific locations within the reserve through 

l 
MOU's with local partners. A simple photographic monitoring system will be 
implemented to document the changes in trail impacts over time. Should there 
be negative environmental impacts associated with ATV use in the Access Zone, 
further restrictions on this type of use may be implemented, or this type of use 
may become prohibited in the future. Periodic monitoring will be conducted by 
conservation officers to ensure there is no unauthorized motorized access within 

L the specific zones where motorized access is prohibited. 

5.9 Water Resources 
L 

Currently, no water level manlpulatlon occurs on water bodies within the La Cloche CR. 
An old dam structure exists at the southern outlet of Wright's Lake which is a remnant 

l from logging days. The structure is degraded to a degree that it no longer controls flows 
into the creek. 

L 
L 
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l 
L Water level management is crucial in maintaining healthy lake trout lakes because water 

level manipulation can negatively affect spawning activities, hatching and recruitment of 
fish. 

The normal water flow of the major lakes and streams within the La Cloche Ridge area is 
as follows: Alexander Lake drains eastward via Alexander Creek into Florence Lake. 

l Florence Lake drains southward into Frood Creek which flows southward into Lake 
Huron. Wright's Lake flows southward into Lake Huron via an unnamed creek. Along 
the northern boundary of the CR, a chain of lakes including Elbow Lake and West 

l Quartzite Lake drain to the north into Moose Lake and then west via McKinnon Creek 
into La Cloche Lake and then into the North Channel. 

L 5.9.1 Direction 

L 
Maintenance of a healthy watershed will be the priority in all water management 
decisions within the La Cloche Ridge CR. Water level manipulations that could affect 
the lakes and creeks within the reserve will not be permitted. No water will be removed, 

l 
dammed or diverted from inland lakes or groundwater sources/aquifers located within 
the boundaries of the La Cloche Ridge CR for commercial use. Use of electric motors 
will be encouraged within the conservation reserve. 

5.9.2 Management Strategies 

L a) The use of marine engines on small lakes within the reserve will be monitored by 
MNR and if negative impacts on water quality are observed in the future, or if other 

L 
significant impacts or conflicts with the use of marine engines are observed, further 
management actions may be taken to restrict the use of marine engines. 

5.10 Exotic Species Impacts 

L	 The introduction of exotic species is a concern to the MNR and members of the public. 
These are organisms that have been introduced into habitats where they are not native. 
The introduction of invading species is an extensive problem and a serious threat to 

L biodiversity. Invading species can cause widespread and unpredictable changes to 
ecosystems. These changes can result in damage to ecosystems and native fish and 
wildlife populations. Preventative measures must be taken to ensure that these species 

L are not introduced into the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

L 
No exotic species are currently known to affect the CR, although extensive inventory 
work has not been completed. The proxtrnity of the conservation reserve to Lake Huron 
provides a possible vector for exotic species such as zebra mussels and spiny water 
flea. 

L	 Prevention and education are the key to eliminating the potential for unwanted exotic 
introductions. 

1
II.	 5.10.1 Direction 

To the fullest extent possible, minimize exotic species impacts through public education. 

l 5.10.2 Management Strategies 
a) Issue scientific collector's permits for any research occurring within La Cloche 

Ridge CR and ensure that data collected is transferred to the Espanola Area 

l 
l	 
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L Office of the MNR to the Area Biologist so that MNR can monitor exotic species 
introductions (distribution and abundance). 

b) Educate local tourism operators and campground operators and enlist their 

L support in education of the public. 
c) Encourage investigation and research on management strategies to deal with 

exotics in an effort to determine what might provide a successful strategy for the 

l La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 
d) Ensure that research taking place within the La Cloche Ridge considers methods 

to minimize transfer of exotic species from outside CR boundaries. 

l e) Identify exotic species in proximity to the conservation reserve and determine 

l 
appropriate methods for minimizing their transfer within conservation reserve 
boundaries. 

f) Take action to help prevent the introduction of exotic species into waters within 

L 
the La Cloche CR by posting signage at access points, educating the public 
about exotics (ie. no dumping of bait buckets). 

g) Educate local tourist operators and enlist their support in education of the public 

L 
regarding transfer of exotic species. 

h) Boat caches should remain on their specified lake rather than being moved 
around to minimize transfer of exotic species from one lake to another. 

5.11 Waste Sites, Litter and Pollution 

l Although litter within the conservation reserve does not currently appear to be a 
problem, if use of the area is increased due to tourism promotion, litter could become a 
problem in the future. The presence of litter within the conservation reserve could 

L diminish the quality of experiences within the area and could also impact on the CR 
values. 

l There are no known existing waste sites within the boundaries of the La Cloche 

l 
Conservation Reserve. The use of motorized vehicles within the conservation reserve 
could cause problems with spillage of gasoline, oil or other products which could have 
negative affects on water quality, local plant or animal life. The use of motorized vehicles 

l 
could increase the potential for dumping of garbage on crown lands. One issue which 
has been identified is the lack of waste facilities in the immediate area for water-access 
properties in the Bay of Islands. This may need to be addressed in the future. 

5.11.1 Direction 

l No waste sites will be permitted within the La Cloche Conservation Reserve. 
Where the use of motorized vehicles is permitted, such motorized vehicles should not be 
re-filled with gasoline within 50 m of a water body. 

l 5.11.2 Management Strategies 
a) A program to properly store and manage waste sites on private properties 

directly adjacent to and landlocked by CR lands should be implemented in 

l partnership with landowners to ensure organic wastes are properly stored, 
covered on a regular basis and that non-organic wastes are removed by boat on 
a regular basis. 

l b) Any future waste sites constructed on privately owned properties directly 
adjacent to the CR need to obtain a C of A (Certificate of Approval) from the 
Ministry of the Environment. 

L 
l 
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c)	 The Ministry of the Environment should be immediately made aware of any large 
spills of gasoline, oil or other pollutants within or directly adjacent to the 
conservation reserve. 

d)	 Should litter become a problem, signage could be placed at selected access 
points to educate the public about reducing/eliminating litter and enforcement 
efforts in this area could be increased. As part of MOU agreements, partners will 
monitor the impacts of litter as part of their annual maintenance tasks. 

5.12 Access Roads and Trails 

No private access roads exist within the conservation reserve. However the two camp 
properties (which are surrounded by conservation reserve and Lake Huron) may require 
occasional motorized access through CR trails in order to transport a tractor for 
servicing. Camp Manitou is deemed water access only. Motorized travel (use of the 
tractor to haul luggage) takes place between the two properties owned by Camp 
Manitou. 

5.12.1 Direction 
New private access roads will not be permitted within the conservation reserve 
boundaries. Upgrading of trails within the CR used for occasional private access will not 
be permitted. Letters of authorization from MNR will be issued to Camp Manitou should 
they require occasional motorized access on the northern section of Loop 2 (within the 
natural environment zone) for the purposes of transport of machinery or equipment that 
cannot reasonably be expected to be transported by water. 

5.13 Facility Development 

The only facility currently existing within the La Cloche Conservation Reserve is one 
shelter cabin situated on the Heaven's Gate Trail north of Florence Lake. Sagamok 
Anishnawbek has expressed an interest in the development of small infrastructure (ie. 
overnight shelter) within the reserve to complement non-motorized ecotourism in the 
area. 

5.13.1 Direction 
The use of existing facilities is permitted. New facilities or modifications to existing 
facilities may be considered but would need to be screened through the Class EA for 
Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves. New facilities for resorts and lodges (Le. 
Main base lodges) will not be permitted within CR boundaries. Small infrastructure 
developments for commercial tourism/ecotourism activities (i.e. overnight shelters) may 
be considered through the Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves 
and will be approved through a work permit. No aquaculture facilities will be permitted 
within the conservation reserve boundaries. 

5.13.2 Management Strategies 
•	 The shelter cabin on the Heaven's Gate Trail will be added to the MOU 

(Memorandum of Understanding) for the Heaven's Gate Trail. 

35 



L La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve Resource Management Plan October 2005 

i 5.14 Personal Timber Harvest 

l The Crown Forest Sustainabilty Act directs that any timber harvesting on Crown land 

l 
must follow an approved Forest Management Plan. The Forest Management Plan 
directs if, where and how personal fuelwood harvesting may be carried out in Crown 
Forests. Opportunities for personal use fuelwood harvesting are provided through the 
Forest Management Plan. The cutting of trees for non-commercial (i.e. fuelwood) 
purposes in other locations has in some cases been found to be necessary for 
leaseholders, cottagers, and other property owners who do not have road access to their t properties. Intended uses of trees cut include fuelwood, dock stringers and other 
occasional, small scale uses. Some island residents are permitted to harvest fuelwood 
at designated fuelwood blocks with authorization from MNR in the form of a personal 

L fuelwood license. However, no fuelwood blocks are located within the La Cloche Ridge 
CR. 

L 5.14.1 Direction 

L 
The cutting of trees for non-commercial purposes within the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve for large scale and small-scale uses (ie. firewood) will not be 
permitted. In the case of the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve, the property 

l 
owners who do not have road access to their properties own land that is an adequate 
size to support their local wood harvesting needs. Fuelwood blocks for island residents 
or any other residents will not be permitted within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation 
Reserve. Cutting of trees for trail maintenance will be addressed in Section 7.15 and will 
require a personal use fuelwood permit. 

L 5.15 Vegetation Management 

l The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve is located in the Great Lakes St. Lawrence 

l 
Lowlands and includes a variety of vegetation community types such as forest, wetlands 
and rock ridges. Vegetation management includes such techniques as allowing the 
natural processes of forest succession to occur within these various ecosystems. 

L 
The plant species within these communities are extremely important to wildlife as food 
sources and provide habitat and food for insects, prevent erosion, control nutrient and 
water flow, play a role in energy flux, affect insulation, depth of thaw and moisture 
content of the soil. These species also provide nature appreciation opportunities to 
various hiking and naturalist groups that visit the area. Unfortunately, sensitive species 
grow in areas used by recreational groups hiking and climbing around the cliffs. The risk 

L of destroying sensitive flora communities may increase as the profile of the extraordinary 
climbing opportunities in the La Cloche Conservation Reserve heightens. 

L 5.15.1 Direction 
Vegetation in the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve will be managed to ensure 
unique habitats, vegetation communities and rare or significant flora will be protected. 

L Efforts will be made to improve the level of knowledge of the vegetation communities 
and flora in the conservation reserve. 

l 6.0 SCIENCE, EDUCATION AND HERITAGE APPRECIATION 

l 
L 
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L 6.1 Wildlife Viewing 

L 6.1.1 Direction 

L 
The conservation reserve was established to protect the natural resource values 
contained within the La Cloche Ridge CR area. This management plan will support 
wildlife viewing within this area. 

6.2 Collecting

1 
L 

Collections of a personal nature, such as gathering animal bones, wildflowers, small 
rocks, feathers and antler sheds have likely occurred within the CR for nature study, 
environmental education and First Nation spiritual activities. 

6.2.1 Direction 
I Collecting is not permitted within the conservation reserve. However, collecting may be 
lit 

L 
permitted as part of an authorized research project. The issuance of permits for 
collecting will be considered on a site-specific basis. Authorized collectors need to be 
aware that collections of certain flora and fauna may put species at risk and may be 

1 
subject to other legislation such as but not limited to the Endangered Species Act. 
Species that have been identified in this management plan as being at risk should not be 
collected, unless part of an authorized research project. Collection and spiritual 
activities by First Nation customs, practices and traditions will continue. 

L 6.3 Historical Appreciation/Cultural Heritage 

No archaeological digs have taken place within La Cloche Ridge CR. Cultural heritage 
values do exist within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve including some known I.••...

L 
I- but unsurveyed sites such as the old logging camp at Florence Lake. other First Nation 

sites of cultural and historical significance likely exist since the La Cloche Ridge CR has 
been accessible for over a century. 

6.3.1 Direction 

l Ontario archaeological sites and artifacts are protected through provincial legislation 
under the Cemetery Act, the Ontario Heritage Act and the Planning Act. The alteration, 
destruction, and/or removal of any archaeological values are prohibited by law and could 
result in prosecution and significant fines. Archaeological research or studies

L undertaken will be permitted through this management plan, but subject to the above 
acts listed, prior to initiation of the study. 

l Furthermore, approved and licensed research may be beneficial in documenting the 
cultural/historical significance in the La Cloche Ridge CR area. Additional studies would 
help to identify and to ensure protection of such artifacts, provided that the research 

L does not compromise the conservation reserve's currently identified values. 

l 
This management plan will continue to support the protection of the area's historical, 
cultural and archaeological values. 

6.3.2 Management Strategies 

L 
l 
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L a) Further study of the Wright's Chimney location should be completed to assess 
the cultural and archaeological significance of this site by involving the Ministry of 
Citizenship and Culture. Measures should be taken not to permit direct trail 

L access to this location. 
b) Discussions with First Nations should continue to identify measures to protect 

identified and unidentified sites of cultural and historical interest within the 

L conservation reserve. 
c)	 Should any archaeological sites be identified within the reserve, measures 

should be taken to protect them by initiating buffer zones within the CR. 

L 6.4 Scientific Research 

L Past research has been carried out in the La Cloche Ridge CR area to determine 
geological values, life sciences, fisheries and water quality. Further studies will likely be 
initiated in the future to assess various aspects of the environment within the reserve. 

l 6.4.1 Direction 

l 

Research inventories and monitoring activities are permitted within the conservation 
reserve with the permission of the MNR Espanola Area Office. These activities are L encouraged in order to provide a better understanding of the natural processes, to 
advance their protection, planning and management. This management plan supports 
the continuance of this activity provided it does not compromise the values for which the 

L 
conservation reserve was intended to protect. Prior to research being conducted, 
researchers will contact MNR who will consider any potential negative impacts on 
species at risk, and the potential for transfer of invasive species. 

6.4.2 Management Strategies 

l a) Applications for scientific study within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve 
will be screened by the Espanola Area Team and if permitted, will be authorized 
by the Espanola Area Supervisor through a letter and issuance of a Scientific 
Collector's Permit. Any conditions deemed necessary for the protection of the t values of the conservation reserve will be outlined on the Scientific Collector's I. 
Permit and in the approval letter. At the conclusion of the research, the permittee 
must provide copies of the study results to the Ministry of Natural Resources in 
digital and paper formats. The results will include methodology and results of the l-t study and will include location data and GPS co-ordinates as well as any 
information collected on species at risk. 

b) Information on any in-house studies that are being conducted within the 

l 
t conservation reserve by MNR staff must be maintained on file at the MNR office 

and must include details of methodology, results, location data and GPS co­
ordinates as well as any information collected on species at risk. Such 
information will be available to the general public through a FIPPA (Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy) request. 

l 
7.0 RECREATION ACTIVITIES AND FACILITIES 

l 7.1 All Terrain Vehicle Use 

l 
L	 
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l 
L All terrain vehicle (ATV) use is a popular recreational activity within the south-eastern 

portion of the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve, on the Red Deer Trail and the 
Florence Lake Trail. 
Past planning determined that the level of acceptable access to this area was low­
intensity hiking. However concern has been expressed about the use of ATV's within the 
area and the growing impacts. Potential ATV impacts, many of which have been t..,. observed within portions of the conservation reserve, include but may not be limited to ~ the folloWing;
 

~ Damage to wetlands
 

L ~ Multiplication of trails
 
~ Extensive trail rutting 
~ Soil compaction leading to tree root exposure and tree damage/death 

1 ~ Damage to vegetation communities 
l- ~ Redirection of surface water flows into ruts and depressions formed from ATV 

use 
~ Noise, which may affect First Nation vision questing activities and disturb the 

l 
t pristine character of the conservation reserve 

~ Potential for increased poaching and garbage deposition on crown lands 
~ Possible vector for transfer of invasive species due to soil compaction in tires 
~ Formation of extensive parallel trail networks which destroys ecological integrity 
~ Incompatibility with other trail uses including snowmobiling, skiing and hiking 
~ ATV use presents a potential public safety hazard in environments with

l mountainous terrain which is the case in the La Cloche Ridge 

l 
ATV use in many areas of the conservation reserve is for all of the above reasons, 
incompatible with the land use policy for the majority of the trails within the conservation 
reserve and also incompatible with protection of the terrain and vegetation along the La 
Cloche Ridge. 

l 7.1.1 Direction 

L 
1 

ATV use will be restricted to use within zone A, the Access Zone. This zone will allow 
ATV use on the Red Deer Trail and the Florence Lake Trail as far north as the south 
shore of Florence Lake. Non trail ATV use may be permitted for direct retrieval of large 
game, within the access zone only. The use of ATV's for emergency rescues is 
permitted within the La Cloche Conservation Reserve with notification and approval by 
MNR. The use of ATV's for maintenance purposes in specialized or emergency 
circumstances may be considered by MNR staff and if permitted, would be described in 
the MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) for the individual trail or trail section and 

1 would be authorized through a letter of authority. MNR may consider the option of 
issuance of letters of authority for current commercial users (i.e. bait fishermen) to utilize 
ATV's within the conservation reserve for commercial use only. 

1 7.1.2 Management Strategies 

L 
a) Restrict ATV access on trails that are incompatible with ATV use including the 

OFSC trail, the Fox Lake Road access point, the Loop 2 area, the Heaven's Gate 
Trail, the Marsh Snowmobile Trail, the Wright's Lake Trail, the Shoreline Trail, 
the Camp Manitou Trail, the Moose Lake Access Point, and the McKinnon Creek 
culvert. (See the Authorized Trail map for these trail locations). Post signage t enforceable under the Public Lands Act at appropriate locations. 

b) ATV use will be permitted only within Zone A the access zone. 

l 
L 
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L 
l c) A timing restriction on ATV use in Zone A is recommended so that ATV use will 

not occur between April 1st and May 30th so as to reduce the environmental 
impacts and erosion on the trails. This period was chosen because areas in the 
CR can be snow and ice free as early as mid-March leaving areas susceptible to 
rutting and ponding. Also the bark of trees is very sensitive to scraping and 
damage between April 1st and June 30th 

. Should the timing restriction not be 

1 voluntarily followed, MNR may consider further enforcement measures. 
d) Work with the Red Deer Village Trail Association to restrict ATV access to trails 

within Zone A during the spring rainy season, to minimize the possibility of rutting 
••e:;.... and erosion on the trail. Ii. e) With the assistance of Ontario Rangers and through partnerships with 

l 
recreational users, perform trail repair and rehabilitation in locations where ATV 
use has caused trail forking, rutting, widening and shortcuts. 

1 
f) Place signage and flagging at sites where trail repair and rehabilitation is taking 

place. 
g) Address erosion concerns at the Alexander Creek crossing by using erosion 

L 
control and revegetation techniques as approved by the MNR technical staff. 

h) Monitoring and enforcement of decommissioned trails to ensure they are not 
being used. 

i) MNR will develop a maintenance standard for motorized and non-motorized trails 
that will address materials used, and allowable activities that can be used by 
stewardship partners, to be included in MOU's (Memorandums of Understanding) 

L for the trail sections. 

L 
j) Educate recreational users about responsible ATV use and its potential impact 

on other recreational users. 
k) Conduct enforcement activities to ensure poaching, garbage and unauthorized 

L 
woodcutting does not become an issue. 

I) Implement directional, educational and hazard signage to increase safety for 
ATV users on the trail. 

7.2 Camping 

L 
l The development of campsites was a popular issue identified. With increased tourism in 

the area and/or increased ecotourism use, pressures for campsites may increase. At 
the Planning Team level there was some discussion about which areas are currently 
being used for camping and which areas may be under increased pressure in the future. 

1 
1 There are currently no maintained campsites within the conservation reserve. Crown 

land camping policies currently apply, unless adverse effects on protected values 
necessitate further planning and management for this actiVity. Currently, popular 
camping areas include the south shores of Florence Lake, Alexander Lake and Wright's 
Lake, Wright's chimney, Lake Huron shoreline at Flat Point, and south of Wright's Lake. 

7.2.1 Direction

l This management plan will continue to permit low impact, wilderness recreational 
camping within the La Cloche Ridge CR area as a means of experiencing solitude and 
nature in a protected area. Due to administrative and enforcement issues, designated 

l and maintained campsites are not practical for the La Cloche Ridge CR at this time. 
However, signage at access points may provide messages about proper campsite 

l 
L 
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L maintenance and usage to the users. No car camping will be permitted. Normal Crown 
land camping policies will apply within the Conservation Reserve. 

l 7.2.2 Management Strategies 

•

a) The MNR Area Team will monitor the use of crown land camping areas within the
 

reserve to ensure these areas are not being negatively impacted by camping.
 
b) Develop educational material on low-impact camping and distribute through
 I. 

partners and trail kiosks (municipalities, tourist establishments, tourist booths, 
outdoor clubs), funds permitting. 

1 7.3 Food Harvesting (Personal) 

l Food harvesting and gathering activities, such as picking blueberries or mushrooms, or 
gathering of medicinal plants has likely occurred within the conservation reserve as a 
traditional activity. 

l 7.3.1 Direction 
Existing personal use food gathering activities are permitted within the conservation 
reserve and are supported by this management plan if sustainable. Harvesting of new 

l foods within the conservation reserve for personal use is permitted within known 
sustainability levels. Should personal food harvesting have any negative impacts on the 
values the conservation reserve is intended to protect, then this direction may be 

L revoked. 

7.4 Horseback Riding 

1 
l Horseback riding was not documented as a recreational activity occurring within the La 

Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. Conservation Reserves policy states that 
horseback riding is permitted on existing trails. However, safety may be a concern with 

1 
horseback riding on the Heaven's Gate Trail, since this trail includes mountain ridge 
sections which are very steep in nature and do not provide suitable footing for horses. It 
has also been raised that horseback riding can be a possible vector for the introduction 
of exotic species of plants. The introduction of horse excrement can contain seeds of 
plants not native to the area, and which can be deposited onto trails, resulting in the 

L growth of plants not normally found in the area. 

7.4.1 Direction 
Conservation Reserves policy states that horseback riding is permitted on existing trails. 

L It is recommended that horseback riding be limited to the Red Deer Trail and the 
Florence Lake Trail for safety reasons. The extent of horseback riding in the area 
should be monitored, and if problems occur in the future, appropriate measures should 

1 be taken, which could include posting of signage restricting horseback riding from certain 
areas of the reserve. 

L 7.5 Sport Hunting 

Hunting for white-tailed deer, moose, black bear, and game birds is known to take place 

l within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve, which is within wildlife management 
unit 42. Hunting by Aboriginal communities continues to take place within the reserve. 

l 
l 
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l	 7.5.1 Direction 

l 
Sport hunting is permitted within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. The Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Act and its regulations will continue to govern sport hunting 
within the reserve. The use of ATV's for the direct retrieval of large game will only be 
permitted in Zone A. 

l	 7.5.2 Management Strategies 
a) Encourage hunters within the area to adhere to game laws and regulations.
 
b) Education on hunter safety could be included at kiosks.
 

L c) In consultation with Aboriginal communities in the area, develop estimates of
 

L 
subsistence harvests for moose, deer, bear, hare, grouse and waterfowl for the
 
La Cloche area.
 

d) Encourage sharing of Aboriginal wildlife harvest information (i.e, for moose, deer,
 
bear, hare, grouse and waterfowl) between MNR and First Nation communities to
 
help ensure the sustainability of the resource.
 

1 7.6 Mountain Bike Use 

L Some mountain bike use does occur on trails within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation 
Reserve. 

I.;..	 7.6.1 Direction 

l 
& Mountain bike use on existing trails is permitted. 00- trail use is prohibited. The impacts 

of this activity should continue to be monitored and should problems occur in the future, 
education and/or restrictions on this activity may be necessary. 

7.7 Motorized Boating 

1 
l Existing motorized boating within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve appears to 

be nonexistent, with the exception of commercial users. Most existing boating activities 
are non-motorized in nature and include the use of small rowboats and canoes. The 
limited accessibility of the area tends to preclude the use of motorized watercraft. 

7.7.1 Directiont	 Motorized boating is permitted within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 
However non-motorized boating or the use of small electric motors is recommended 
within CR boundaries to promote a peaceful recreational experience for users, to 

I.'.".. contribute toward the maintenance of excellent water quality within the reserve, and to I-
minimize the potential for the introduction of exotic species within the aquatic 
environment (i.e. zebra mussel, spiny water flea). 

1 
7.7.2 Management Strategies 

a) Should the use of motorized watercraft begin to have negative effects on water 

1 quality, introduce exotic species and/or cause a decline in the quality of other 

l 
recreational experiences within the reserve, a prohibition on internal combustion 
outboard marine engines may be considered. In this case only electric motors 
may be permitted. Should enforcement be required, signage will be placed at 
access points to the small lakes within the reserve, and will be enforced under 
the Public Lands Act. 

L 
l	 
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L b) Promote the use of electric motors and non-motorized enjoyment of the reserve 
at kiosks. 

l 7.8 Non-Motorized Recreational Use (Hiking) 

l Non-motorized recreational use is the most common form of recreational use within the 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

1 7.8.1 Direction 

L 
Non-motorized recreational use is a permitted activity within the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve. Recreational trails, signage and educational/interpretive material 
and kiosk displays will be permitted within the area. No large-scale development in the 
form of lodges, outpost camps, or recreation camps will be permitted. Motorized forms 
of recreation will be confined to eXisting specified trails designated through zoning. 

1 7.8.2 Management Strategies 

1 
a) ATV use will be permitted only within Zone A the access zone. 
b) A timing restriction on ATV use in Zone A is recommended so that ATV use will 

not occur between April 1st and May 30th so as to reduce the environmental 
impacts and erosion on the trails. This period was chosen because areas in the 
CR can be snow and ice free as early as mid-March leaVing areas susceptible to 
rutting and ponding. Also the bark of trees is very sensitive to scraping and 

1 
l 
l damage between April 1st and June 30th

. Should the timing restriction not be 
voluntarily followed, MNR may consider further enforcement measures. 

c) Work with the Red Deer Village Trail Association to restrict ATV access to trails 
within Zone A during the spring rainy season, to minimize the possibility of rutting 
and erosion on the trail. 

d) Place directional, interpretive and safety signage within the conservation reserve 
at appropriate locations and manage/maintain these amenities through 
partnership agreements with local first nations and other user groups. 

e) Request that trail proponents (MOU holders) conduct simple photographic

l volunteer monitoring of trail conditions and recreational impacts by evaluating 
trail condition at specified pre-existinq benchmarks, and submit trail monitoring 
reports to area team staff at 2 year intervals. 

1 7.9 Private Recreation Camps 

1 There is one recreation camp within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. It is 
held under Land Use Permit. The recreation camp is situated within McKinnon Twp on 
the Lake Huron shoreline within the reserve and is accessible by water. 

l 7.9.1 Direction 

l 
New private recreation camps will not be permitted in the La Cloche Ridge Conservation 
Reserve. The eXisting recreation camp will be permitted to continue. If lands are needed 

l 
to protect significant natural or recreational values, tenure may be affected. Enhanced 
tenure (lease) will not be considered and this land use permit may not be sold. If the 
existing recreation camp holder wishes to relinquish their tenure MNR will not reallocate 
the land. Tenure granted for the existing LUP must follow the conditions below: 

L 
L 
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l a) The permit will not confer authority to use private roads.
 
b) Neither the site nor the camp will be used for any commercial purpose.
 
c) No improvement, alteration, renovation, enlargement or reconstruction of the
 If..., camp, or no installation of any water or sewage system, will be undertaken & 

without written approval from the district manager. 
d) Access to the site, and the quality of that access, is strictly the responsibility of 

Ii.·.· the permittee. I e) Transfer of interest in the camp, except by inheritance, is subject to the written 
consent of the District Manager. 

L f) Enhanced tenure is defined as anything beyond term and current form of tenure. 

7.9.2 Management Strategies 

1 a) Contact the permittee and determine their intentions for this land use permit. 
Regular inspection of this LUP must be performed by area team staff to ensure 
the conditions of the LUP are being met. 

1 7.10 Rock Climbing 

l It is unknown to what extent rock climbing takes place within the conservation reserve. 
This activity may present a danger, but this area could become renowned for rock 
climbing due to the resources of the La Cloche Ridge. 

l 7.10.1 Direction 
Rock climbing is a permitted activity within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

l 
l ~1a2ManagementStramg~s 

a) Rock climbing routes should be marked with rock cairns rather than the use of 
spray paint, which defaces the natural beauty of the area. 

l 
7.11 Snowmobiling (On Trailsl Off Trails) 
Snowmobiling is a popular mode for accessing the La Cloche Ridge CR area during the 
winter months. Popular snowmobile routes within the reserve include the D 110 OFSC 
trail and the Marsh snowmobile trail that passes from Lake Huron to Wright's Lake, then 

l passes eastward through Elbow and Alexander Lakes where it links with the OFSC trail 
at the eastern end of Alexander Lake and Elbow Lake. 

l Prior to December 2004, the Espanola and District Snowmobile Club had an agreement 
for passage of OFSC trail D 110. In December 2004 this agreement was terminated. As 
a result snowmobiles began to use alternative routes to access the conservation reserve 
which provides a link between the North Shore and the Killarney area. The authorized D 

l 110 route within the conservation reserve currently terminates at the southeastern 

l 
portion of the site on patent land. The OFSC would like to re-establish the 2 kilometer 
link between the picnic table location and connect a section of new OFSC trail 
authorized in partnership with private landowners. This would re-establish the link with 
Bay of Islands Drive to connect to the water-based trail along Lake Huron. 

t 7.11.1 Direction 
Off-trail snowmobile use within the reserve is not permitted. Existing use of 
snowmobiles will be permitted to continue on designated trails within the access zone 

l 
l 
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and within the snowmobile travel corridor as detailed on the Zoning Map. No snowmobile 
access will be permitted within the natural environment and wilderness zones of the 
reserve. 

The only exception to this will be that snowmobiles are permitted to access the relocated 
Abrey portage in the southeastern corner of the CR continuing in a westerly direction 
and crossing Frood Creek to enable their continued travel by water from Freud Bay to 
Lake Huron. Snowmobiles are not permitted to access the CR via Loop 2 in this manner 
and signs stating that no motorized access is permitted will be placed at the junction of 
the relocated Abrey portage and Loop 2. The Abrey portage is defined by a zone on 
Crown land 10 metres wide as shown in the map below: 

La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 18) - Authorized Trails 
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Construction of new snowmobile trails and/or identification of snowmobile trails as 
authorized OFSC routes will be permitted within the conservation reserve but only within 
zone A and the existing snowmobile travel corridor. No other new snowmobile corridors 
(OFSC or otherwise) will be considered within the reserve. 

7.11.2 Management Strategies 
a)	 Seek stewardship agreements in the form of an MOU for all existing and new 

snowmobile trails within the La Cloche Ridge CR. Infrastructure requirements for 
the snowmobile routes (bridges, culverts) will be incorporated into the MOU 
(Memorandum of Understanding) for the trail or trail section. 

b)	 Research the effects of snowmobile use on the deer yarding area within the 
conservation reserve. 
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c)	 The erosion concern on the OFSC trail south of Alexander Creek should be 
addressed as detailed in the Refined Management Options Document. 

7.12 Boat Caches 

There have been no conflicts identified in regard to boat caching within the La Cloche 
Ridge CR. Existing boat caches fall into one of three categories; commercial, resource 
harvester and recreational/private. Boat caches exist on the southern shorelines of 
Alexander Lake, Florence Lake and Wright's Lake. The caches on the southern shores 
of Florence Lake and Wright's Lake are for recreational use and add to the recreational 
enjoyment of the reserve. The cache on the southern shore of Alexander Lake is for 
resource harvesting use by a local trapper. 

7.12.1 Direction 
Existing boat caches for commercial, resource harvester and recreational use are 
permitted to continue unless significant conflicts are demonstrated. The Crown Land 
policy for boat caches will be adhered to. 

7.12.2 Management Strategies 
a)	 If boat caching becomes an issue in the future, MNR may look at developing a 

boat cache program which requires all boats cached on Crown Land to display a 
decal with an assigned identification number. 

7.13 Zoning 

The La Cloche Conservation Reserve has been divided into three zones for 
management purposes. See the Zoning Map below: 
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For details on the recreational trails, issues and natural resource values of each zone, 
see the document "Refined Management Options, May 2005". 

7.13.1 Management Direction, Zone A (Access) 
It is anticipated that this zone will be the most heavily used within the entire CR, since it 
is most easily accessed. Therefore, enforcement requirements here will be higher than 
in other zones within the CR. This area will not be open to travel by large motorized 
vehicles including argos, four wheel drive trucks, dune buggies, dirt bikes (for racing and 
recreation), or other such vehicles but will be limited to ATV vehicles for general public 
access, snowmobiles and a dirt bike that is utilized for bear management purposes only. 
Should the use of these ATVs, snowmobiles and the dirt bike which is utilized for bear 
management purposes begin to degrade the landscape and/or affect the values for 
which this area was protected, this use may need to be re-evaluated and a new strategy 
developed. Campsites will not be designated within this area. Day use and overnight 
camping will be permitted. 

Applications for new motorized and non-motorized trail developments and limited 
infrastructure including bridges, interpretive and/or directional signage and trail kiosks 
may be considered within this zone and will be screened by MNR under the Class EA for 
Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves. 
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l 
l One additional crown land access into this zone along the eastern boundary of the La 

Cloche CR will be considered within this zone, should lands be made accessible to MNR 
through purchase, lease, easement or donation. 

L
 
7.13.2 Management Direction, Zone B (Non-motorized)
 
This area will not be open to travel by snowmobiles, ATV's, or other motorized vehicles
 
including argos, four wheel drive trucks, dune buggies, or dirt bikes.
 

The only exception to this is that snowmobiles are permitted to access the relocated 

l Abrey portage in the southeastern corner of the CR continuing in a westerly direction 
and crossing Frood Creek to enable their continued travel by water from Freud Bay to 
Lake Huron. Snowmobiles are not permitted to access the CR via Loop 2 in this manner 
and signs stating that no motorized access is permitted will be placed at the junction of L the relocated Abrey portage and Loop 2. 

Campsites will not be designated within this area. Day use and overnight camping will L be permitted. 

L Zones Band C are bisected by a snowmobile travel corridor, where snowmobile travel is 
permitted. 

Applications for new non-motorized trail developments and limited infrastructure

l including bridges, interpretive and/or directional signage and trail kiosks may be 
considered within this zone and will be screened by MNR under the Class EA for 
Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves. 

l 
L One additional crown land access into this zone along the eastern boundary of the La 

Cloche CR will be considered within this zone, should lands be made accessible to MNR 
through purchase, lease, easement or donation. 

1 
Grooming of cross-country ski trails using a snowmobile on Loop 2 and the Florence 
Lake Trail will be permitted through issuance of a letter of authority to the MOU holder 
for the trail. Trail maintenance in this zone will be completed by non-mechanized means 
by the MOU holder, as specified in the MOU (Memorandum of Understanding). 

L The objective of this zone is to provide a high-quality recreational site for low-intensity 
non-motorized recreational uses such as hiking, cross-country skiing and mountain 
biking. Hunting and fishing will be permitted. An amendment to the District Land Use 

L Guidelines pre-dates the current CR designation and reinforces the directive for non­
motorized uses in this area. Only recreational pursuits compatible with the land base 
characteristics will be permitted. 

L 
L Campsites along the Lake Huron shoreline will not be designated, but it is expected that 

kayakers, sailors and canoeists will utilize the shoreline of this area. Protection for a 
plant species at risk will be ensured by not publicizing the location of this species and 
through MNR monitoring of the site(s) to ensure vegetation is not being negatively 
impacted. 

l Abrey Portage 

L 
The Abrey portage provides a rite of passage from Freud Bay to Lake Huron and is not 
meant to provide access to the conservation reserve. In winter the portage is used by a 

l 
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small number of snowmobilers to avoid an area of unsafe ice at First Narrows, before 
the official OFSC snowmobile route is marked on Lake Huron's northern shoreline. The 
portage is not designated as an official OFSC trail and will not be designated as such. 

The location of the alternate portage location can be seen in the figure below. It has 
been mapped using GPS technology but is not considered a trail within the conservation 
reserve. 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 18) - Authorized Trails 
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7.13.3 Management Direction for Zone C-Wilderness Zone (Non-motorized) 
The objective for this area is to provide a high quality wilderness experience for 
recreational users where visitors travel by non-mechanized means and experience 
solitude, challenge and personal integration with nature. Minimal infrastructure 
developments will be permitted within this zone. Wilderness camping will be permitted 
to occur and fishing and non-motorized hunting will be permitted. Use of motorized 
vehicles on land will not be permitted. 

Zones Band C are bisected by a snowmobile travel corridor, where snowmobile travel is 
permitted. 
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L 
L 7.14 New Trail Development and Access 

L 

In the past, some trail construction within the conservation reserve has taken place 
without MNR authorization, as a result some trail access has occurred across private L property. To address this concern, specific direction regarding any proposed new trail 
developments is required. New trail development could challenge the management goal 
of protecting the remote and pristine character of the La Cloche Ridge CR. For this 
reason, new trail developments will be very carefully considered by MNR, especially 
where new trails create new access to the LRCR. 

l	 7.14.1 Direction 
eNew trail development proposals that utilize non-motorized means of access within the 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve will be considered. However, trail development L	 that could enhance motorized access by ATV or snowmobile will not be considered in 
the natural environment and wilderness zones in order to maintain the remote and 
pristine character of the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

l 
New non-motorized trail proposals which will provide access to La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve will be limited to the following: 

l Western boundary: No new trails will be permitted to provide additional access to the 
western boundary. 

l 
l Eastern boundary: One additional crown land access along the eastern boundary of the 

La Cloche CR will be considered, should lands be made accessible to MNR through 
purchase, lease, easement or donation. 

l 
Northern boundary: One additional crown land access along the northern boundary of 
the La Cloche CR will be considered. 

Southern boundary: No new trail developments which provide access along the south 
shore of the LRCR from the water will be considered. 

l Trail relocations within the conservation reserve may be considered where current 
routes conflict with natural heritage values and alternate locations are sought to ensure 

L protection of the values. 

l 
MNR will not be responsible for construction of any new trails within the conservation 
reserve. MNR will be responsible for managing the crown lands associated with the 
conservation reserve. Such management will include direction to user groups in 
rehabilitation of damaged trails, enforcement of management decisions, and assisting in 

L
 conflict resolution where trail conflicts occur between affected parties.
 

Any new trails proposed for La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve will be subject to the 

l
 Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves. If volunteer trail groups,
 
first nation communities, other stewardship partners or private individuals (hereinafter 
referred to as trail proponents) wish to construct new trails within the conservation 
reserve, they will be required to develop and submit a written proposal to MNR in the 

l 
l	 
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l form of a work permit application. No new trails will be permitted to be constructed until 
after sign-off and approval of the Final Resource Management Plan by the Minister. 

l New trails will be required to be monitored by the trail permittee (person or organization 
requesting and constructing the new trail). Should new trails, as a result of monitoring, 
be found to be negatively impacting CR values, or causing significant conflicts with other 

L recreational users, the trail proponent may be requested by MNR to decommission the 
trail at the permittees own cost, to a condition similar to the natural environment before 
the construction of the trail, as directed by MNR. 

1
 
L Newtrailswill followthe guide "Guidelines for Reviewing Recreational TrailProposals on
 

PublicLand" (MNR Draft, December 8,2004) and "Recreational Trails on PublicLand,
 
Policy5.01.02DraftDec 8 2004'.
 

New trails must meet the following conditions: 

L	 • Must have minimal infrastructure requirements which can be serviced through non­
motorized means 

l 
• Must not create additional access to the small named lakes within the reserve 

(Alexander Lake, Wright's Lake, Florence Lake, White's Lake, Elbow Lake, West 
Quartzite Lake). 

•	 Must have a signed MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) for maintenance and 
monitoring.

l • Must not impact upon any documented species at risk. 
• Must identify protocols as may be deemed appropriate to protect 'fish and wildlife. 

l 7.14.2 Management Strategies 

L 
MNR will develop MOU's (Memorandums of Understanding) for all authorized trails 
currently used within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve which must be signed 
by trail permittees. Trail permittees will be responsible for submitting a bi-annual 

L 
monitoring report (once every two years) that will form part of the MOU for the trail. The 
monitoring report will form part of the conditions of the MOU. There will be a 
requirement for all new and existinq trails to conduct simple trail infrastructure and 
monitoring activities during the appropriate seasons and in locations to be specified in 
the MOU. The simple trail infrastructure and monitoring requirements will commence in 

l 2006. 

7.15 Trail Authorization, Maintenance and Signage 

l 
I.". In the past, some trail construction within the LRCR has taken place without MNR 

permission, and trail maintenance has been conducted without following any 
standardized procedure or reporting system. This has resulted in the construction of 
unauthorized structures, improperly maintained trails, improper placement of directional 
signage and other trail related issues. 

1 For the purposes of this plan, "authorized trails" refer to those trails identified below and 
identified on the following "Authorized Trails Map, JUly 2005". 

l
 
l
 
l	 
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•	 Red Deer Trail (Motorized multi-use) 
•	 Florence Lake Trail (Motorized multi-use) 
•	 South Florence Lake Trail (Non-motorized) 
•	 Wright 's Lake Trail (Non-motorized) 
•	 Heaven's Gate Trail (Hiking only) 
•	 Loop 2 Trail (Non-motorized) 
•	 Shoreline Trail (Non-motorized with exception of portion between properties 

owned by Camp Manitou) 
•	 Marsh Trail (Motorized snowmobile corridor) 
•	 D 110 OFSC Trail (Snowmobile trail) 
•	 Camp Manitou Trail (Non-motorized) 

7.15.1 Direction 
Use of designated trails, as described above, is permitted to continue. Construction of 
new trails to support any recreational activity may be considered within the conservation 
reserve. However, trail maintenance will be permitted only by the trail permittee as 
outlined on the Memorandum of Understanding for the designated trail or trail section . 
Maintenance must follow the standard maintenance strategies outlined in this document. 

Maintenance: Cutting of dead trees for maintenance of trails is permitted . Trail repair 
may be necessary in instances of natural disasters (tornadoes). Trail maintenance may 
be carried out by MOU holders only for the specified trail and details on how the trail can 
be maintained will be included in the MOU signed with the trail permittee. 
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l 
L Signage 

Interpretive, educational and directional signage as outlined in the Refined Management 
Options Document must be authorized by MNR and may be placed by the OMNR or trail 

L 
partners (MOU holders) at access points, or other appropriate locations, provided that 
natural heritage values are not compromised. Messages may describe permitted and 
non-permitted uses, exotic species education, use of access points, the protection of 
cultural heritage values, and may inform resource users of their responsibilities as they 

l 
pertain to the site and its protected values. No commercial signage (advertisements) will 
be permitted within the conservation reserve. This management plan supports OFSC 
signage within the reserve as outlined in Ontario Regulation 185/01 (Motorized Snow 
Vehicles Act). 

L 7.16 Trail Stewardship 

L 7.16.1 Direction 
A program of trail monitoring using photographs taken in the same locations at regular 

L 
intervals will be used to monitor trail damage and unauthorized expansions or 
relocations. This program will be voluntarily completed by those groups who hold 
stewardship agreements (MOU's) for the various trails. 

7.16.2 Management Strategies 

l Where a Memorandum of Understanding has been signed previously for a section of 
recreational trail within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve, an updated 
Memorandum of Understanding will be required to be signed by the trail permittee. 

l 8.0 IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY 

l Several groups have a vested interest in the La Cloche Ridge Conservation reserve; 
local First Nation communities, recreational trail users, the Ontario Federation of 
Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC) and Espanola & District Snowmobile Club (EDSC), the Red 

l Deer Village Trail Association (RDVTA), adjacent property owners, and nearby tourism 

L 
operators. The involvement of these groups will be crucial to implementing the Resource 
Management Plan for the La Cloche Ridge. The planning team has therefore made the 
following recommendation: 

L 
l 

One year following Implementation of the Final Resource Management Plan for La 
Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve, MNR (through the MNR District Planner or 
appropriate designate) should initiate the formation of an Implementation 
Committee which would Include local first nations and other area stakeholders 
who were involved on the initial planning team. The role of the implementation 
committee would be to provide input during the review process to monitor plan 
implementation and enforcement efforts and results and to recommend/assist in 
further implementation efforts. 

1 
The Implementation Plan for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve will include 
specific projects and activities required to translate the Management Plan's policies into 

l actions. Some projects and activities may be too complex to cover completely as part of 
this Resource Management Plan and may require additional research and monitoring 
programs. In this instance, the implementation strategy will cover the following topics: 

L 

l 
53 



L La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve Resource Management Plan October 2005 

l 
Natural Heritage Education 

L • Information, interpretation and recreation program elements 
• Self-interpreted trails or displays 

Recreation Management 

l • Features or activities of special concern (ATV riding) 
• Special security or enforcement situations 

L If the group or organization originally responsible for constructing a trail does not wish to 

l 
take responsibility for the signing of an MOU, the trail section will be made available to 
the general public. Preference for the signing of an MOU will be with the group or 
organization who has been previously involved in the maintenance or care of the trail. 

l 
l 
L 
l 
l 
L 
l 
l 
l 
1 
t .... 

L 
l 
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L 
L 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
L 
l 
l 
L 

Proponent 
for Project 

Program Area Strategy or Task Priority Is project currently 
ongoing or underway? 

MNR Enforcement ATVUse 
Restrictions/Associated 
Sianaae and Enforcement 

High Partial 

Lands MOU's with trail permittees High Partial 
Lands Monitoring of OFSC activities High Ongoing 
Ontario Rangers 
through 
partnership with 
Ont Parks 

Trail marking directional 
signage* 

High Heaven's Gate Trail 
partially completed Aug 
2005. All other trails should 
be made a priority for future 
Ontario Ranger 
submissions. 

OLL * or Don 
MarkMNR 

Trail kiosks and interpretive 
skmaae 

High New 

Communications Trail decommissioning Medium New 
Fire Fire management plan Low Yes 
Lands/Fish & 
Wildlife Specialist 

Letters to commercial resource 
harvesters 

High No 

Resource Liaison Development of strategies to 
protect cultural values 
(medicinal plants, etc) 

Medium New 

Resource Liaison First nation subsistence harvest 
information sharing 

Medium Unknown 

Biologist/Fish & 
Wildlife Specialist 

Annual reviews of commercial 
harvester files 

Medium Unknown 

Species at Risk 
Bioloaist 

Species at risk planning High No 

BearWise Nuisance bears Low Yes 
Fisheries Fisheries monitoring, inventory 

and migration barriers, lake 
trout rehabilitation 

Medium Lake Trout Rehabilitation 
Program 

Fisheries Fish stocking of lakes within 
reserve 

Medium Ongoing 

Aggregates Aggregate fill-in on Loop 2 Low 
Trail Permittees 
through MOU 

In conjunction 
with Lands 
Technical Staff 

Trail monitoring High New 

Stewardship 
Partners and/or 
Local First 

In conjunction 
with MNR 
Biologists 

Study of how motorized 
recreation affects the deer 
population 

High New 

Nations 

In conjunction 
with MNR 
Communications 
Don Mark 

Forest bird monitoring, marsh 
monitoring, campsite inventory 
and monitoring, trail monitoring 

Medium New 

Educational campaign/trail 
brochure for area and district 
office for public distribution 

High New 

October 2005 

* With possible involvement of Stewardship Partners or Trail Permittee 

l
 
L
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l 
8.1 Compliance Monitoring 

L 
L District Compliance and Enforcement efforts are directed by a 'five year strategy and 

more specifically by Annual Compliance Operating Plans. These plans set priorities and 
direct compliance efforts within the Sudbury District. Comments/concerns received 
which relate to compliance and monitoring within the conservation reserve will be 
forwarded to District staff involved with the development of these plans. 

1 The concerns noted will be assessed against other priorities and resources available 
within the District. Enforcement efforts will continue in the conservation reserve. 
However, this management plan may be amended in the event that; current activities 

L (i.e. boat caches) increase to unanticipated levels and if activities not addressed in this 
plan escalate in popularity. 

1 Compliance efforts will be required by MNR staff and DFO staff to ensure values within 

l 
the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve are protected and to ensure adherence to 
legislation. Local trail wardens from the Espanola and District Snowmobile Club enforce 
the OFSC snowmobile trail (D 110) in conjunction with the OPP. A focus on the 
following legislative tools will be necessary. 

• Public Lands Act 

l • Bill 101, Motorized Snow Vehicles Act 
• Fisheries Act 
• Endangered Species Act 

L Roles and Responsibilities: 
Enforcement/Compliance Officers 
The role of conservation officers will be to ensure compliance with fishing and hunting 

l regulations, ensure that signage to limit or control the use of motorized vehicles on trails 
is adhered to, and to ensure that endangered species are protected. This will be done 
through regular monitoring of the area trail users and monitoring at the more frequently 

l used access points. Checking of gates used to control access will be the responsibility 
of enforcement and compliance staff in the district. 

Area Technicians 

1 
l 
t Area technicians have a role to play in ensuring that any authorized structures (bridges, 

infrastructure) within the conservation reserve are managed according to agreements 
made with groups taking stewardship of these structures. Should stewardship 
agreements not be adhered to, the District Manager will have the authority to discontinue 
such stewardship agreements. Area Technicians will also be responsible for bi-annual 
inspections of the CR trails, to ensure that trail maintenance and upkeep is not 
negatively affecting the values the CR is intended to protect. 

Area Technicians will call in the Department of Fisheries and Oceans if they believe that 

l fisheries in the conservation reserve are being negatively impacted by individuals, clubs 
and/or stewardship groups. 

l
 
l
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l 9.0 Plan Reviews and Amendments 

l MNR has the lead role in implementation of this strategy and is committed to keeping it 

l 
current and relevant through appropriate monitoring and amendments. Plan 
implementation will ensure that the Environmental Assessment Act, Environmental Bill of 
Rights and other pertinent legislation are adhered to at all times. 

The Resource Management Plan will be reviewed the first year after plan implementation 
and every five years thereafter. Reviews will be the responsibility of the Espanola Area 

l Team, and will be co-coordinated by the District Planner. The First Nation communities 

l 
that were involved in the planning process should be invited to participate in the review 
process should any amendments to the plan be necessary. Amendments to the plan will 
follow the document "Procedures for the Amendment of Area-specific Crown Land Use 
Policy" approved October 14, 2004, developed by Land Use Co-ordination Section, 
Policy and Planning Co-ordination Branch. 

1 
l One year following implementation of the Final Resource Management Plan for La 

Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve, MNR (through the MNR District Planner or 
appropriate designate) should initiate the fonnation of an Implementation 
Committee which would include local first nations and other area stakeholders 

l 
who were involved on the initial planning team. The role of the implementation 
committee would be to provide input during the review process to monitor plan 
implementation and enforcement efforts and results and to recommend/assist in 
further implementation efforts. 

l Amendments may be considered only if the results of the proposed changes contribute 

l 
positively to the goals and objectives of the management plan and must not alter the 
overall intent of the RMP. An amendment to the strategy maybe requested at any time 
and the District Manager will decide whether or not to consider it. Requests for 

L 
amendments must have a basis in fact, demonstrably relate to the scope of the strategy, 
and respond to changing resource conditions, new information, changing government 
policies or public need. The MNR also has the authority to initiate amendments in 
response to new information or changed conditions. 

L Amendments will be classified as either minor or major. Minor amendments are those 
changes that do not have a negative effect on the public, adjacent landowners or the 
environment and are generally administrative in nature. Minor amendments will be 
approved by the District Manager and will not normally be SUbject to public consultation. 

l 
Completion of the projects and activities described in this strategy and any ancillary 
plans are dependent on the availability and allocation of funding in accordance with 

L priorities established by the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Government of 
Ontario. The MNR will pursue opportunities for partnerships with other agencies and 
interest groups in the funding and implementation of activities and programs identified 

l, and described in this strategy. 

L 
Major amendments have a significant social, economic and/or environmental impact. 
Major amendments will be reviewed by the MNR District Manager and submitted to the 
Regional Director for approval. Public and First Nation consultation will occur for all 

l 
l 
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l major amendments and notice of all major amendments will be posted on the EBR 
electronic registry. 

L Operational and work plans developed to implement the direction of this resource 
management strategy must be consistent with the objectives and strategies identified 
herein. Some flexibility in applying plan direction in site-specific operational situations to

L address biophysical circumstances and include technical expertise is recognized. 

l 
Inventory, monitoring, assessment and review are essential to the effective 
implementation of this plan and are an integral part of the management strategies 
identified. This includes, for example. inventory and monitoring of fish and wildlife 

L 
populations, vegetation communities, habitat availability and recreational use and 
impact. Regular consultation with the Espanola Local Citizen's Committee is critical. All 
of this information is necessaryto ensure that plan objectives are being met and policies 
remain current and relevant. 

l 10.0 Public and First Nation Consultation Summary 

In July 2004, a process was initiated to develop a resource management plan for the La 

~ .. 
Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. Letters to solicit participation were sent to····l· aboriginal communities, stakeholders and interested parties. to inform them that the 
planning processwas being initiated. 

l 
L A planning team composed of local community members as well as MNR staff was 

selected in early October of 2004. Final minutes from the Planning Team meetings 
have been made available for public review throughout the planning process. A Terms 
of Reference was prepared to gUide the planning process and it was approved by the 
Regional Director and District Manager. The Planning Team is comprised of the 
following individuals:

l 
10.1 Planning Team 

l Lynn Moreau 

L 
Ken Henson 
Don Mark (Facilitator) 
Jim Thomason 

1 
Todd Clement 
Peter Nahwegahbo 
Dennis Lendrum 
Esther Osche 
John Perfetto/Gary Wrightt 
Paul Wyatt 

L 
e­·······L
L
 
l
 

MNRCrown Land and Protected Areas Planner 
MNR Lands & Waters Technical Specialist 
MNR Communications Specialist 
Red Deer Village Trail Assoc. and RDV Local Roads Board 
Some Adjacent Private Landowners 
Aundeck Omni Koning First Nation 
Espanola District Snowmobile Club 
Whitefish River First Nation 
Whitefish Falls Sportsman's Club/ 
Rainbow Country Local Services Board 
Espanola Local Citizen'sCommittee 
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L
 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
L 
l 
l 
L 
l 
L 
L 
l 
L 
L
 

10.2 Meeting Summary 

Planning Team Meeting 
Dates 
October 22 2004 
November 15 2004 
December 13 2004 
January 14 2005 
January 21 2005 
January 28 2005 
February 7 2005 
February 28 2005 
March 32005 
March 16 2005 
April 18 2005 
May 2 2005 
May 9 2005 
May 172005 
June 28 2005 
July 11 2005 
August 25 2005 

Steering Committee 
Meeting Dates 
February 17,2005 
March 9, 2005 
May 5,2005 
JUly 7,2005 
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10.5 Invitation to Participate Stage 

In July 2004, a process was initiated to develop a resource management plan for this 
remarkable area. letters to solicit participation were sent to aboriginal communities, 
stakeholders and interested parties, to inform them that the planning process was being 
initiated. 

Individuals surveyed were asked a series of questions through a written questionnaire to 
determine what issues were of concern to them, what their vision was for the area and 
what special areas should be protected within the conservation reserve. 

A total of forty-seven questionnaires were received during the initial phase of public 
consultation. A significant volume of letters and emails were also received. 

Individuals with historical information about the area were surveyed indiVidually or 
phoned to obtain more information. Historical information obtained has been included 
within the Background Document. 

When asked what made the area unique, the public believed that the ruggedness, 
pristine qualities, quartzite hills, variety of plants and beauty of the area were all 
important features that should be protected. The public opinion covered the following 
main points maintenance of status quo, permitted uses, access, promotion and tourism, 
trail Maintenance, improvement and enforcement, insurance, liability and funding issues 

1.Maintain the status quo 

The public expressed a concern to keep things the same as they are now, including 
maintaining the traditional uses of the area and honouring prior commitments made with 
MNR. All individuals surveyed expressed an interest in protecting and preserving the 
area and its wildlife. 

Response: MNR will make every attempt to honour prior commitments with interest 
groups/organizations. Prior commitments include Memorandums of Understanding with 
the partners. Protection and preservation of the area's wildlife will be one of the topics 
addressed in the development of the management plan. Where the Oll land Use 
Strategy indicates that a specific use of the area is permitted, more detailed planning 
may determine that it is appropriate to apply some temporal or geographic limitation to 
the activity to protect CR values. 

2. Permitted uses 
The public had some concern over permitted uses within the area, specifically if it 
allowed forestry and mining. They also expressed concern regarding fire and bear 
management. One individual stated that wind power should not be permitted within the 
area. One individual wanted to ensure fish stocking of the area's lakes is continued. 
There was some concern over wood cutting rights within the area. ATV impacts on the 
area were a cause of some concern. 
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Response: Forestry, mining and wind power are not permitted within conservation 
reserves. Fire and bear management will be addressed in the resource management 
plan. Wood cutting rights and ATV impacts will be identified and discussed in the RMP 
and options for these activities will be identified. 

3. Access 
The public felt access into the area should be maintained and that the access from 
Freud Bay through private land should be made accessible. One individual expressed 
concern that the handicapped should also be able to access the area. 

Response: Every attempt will be made to ensure that public access to the conservation 
reserve is maintained and/or improved. Access will not be to the detriment of adjacent 
landowners and private property rights will be respected, however rights under the Public 
lands Act with respect to portages will be maintained. 

4. Promotion and Tourism 
The majority of respondents did not want to see increased promotion of the area or 
increased visitation/tourism. Some thought that human activity within the area should be 
limited, while others thought that human use within the area should not be restricted. 
Overall there was mention that management of the area should be done locally and 
managed separately from parks. One individual stated that an environmental study 
should be done to study the impacts of recreation. 

Response: It is not within the mandate of MNR to promote tourism, but increased 
visitation to the area is outside of the jurisdiction of MNR and may be affected by 
external factors such as the potential four-Ianing of Highway 69. MNR will strive to 
maintain a balance between allowing for recreational enjoyment of the area and 
protecting the area's natural values. local stewardship of the area will be encouraged 
and the possibility of studying the impacts of recreation on the area will be 
recommended in the development of the Resource Management Plan (Trails Strategy). 
A legislative review is currently underway that may affect the management of Provincial 
Parks and Conservation Reserves and the role of Ontario Parks. At the time of the 
development of this document, it is unknown what effects the legislative review will have 
on the management of this conservation reserve in the future. 

5. Trail Maintenance, Improvement and Enforcement 
Some concerns were noted included garbage and ATV rutting on the trails. Some said 
the Heaven's Gate Trail should be upgraded. Trail restoration and maintenance was 
mentioned for the trails in general, and decreasing the amount of trail corridors was also 
mentioned. The use of ATV's to conduct maintenance activities was noted. 

Response: Where the Oll land Use Strategy indicates that a specific use of the area 
is permitted, more detailed planning may determine that it is appropriate to apply some 
temporal or geographic limitation to the activity to protect CR values. This may be the 
case with ATV use occurring within the CR. Trail restoration and maintenance will be 
addressed in the Draft Resource Management Plan as will ATV use. 

6. Insurance. Liability and Funding Issues 
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Respondents expressed a concern with a lack of funding, insurance and liability issues 
related to trail usage and infrastructure requirements. This was specific to the sector 
that uses motorized vehicles. 

Response: Exploration of these issues may be considered in the future to gain an 
understanding of the challenges associated with the conservation reserve. MNR will 
strive to liaise with various interest groups and other government agencies. 

Detailed results of the recreation and resource questionnaire were provided to members 
of the mailing list via a newsletter produced in January of 2005. 

10.6 Issues and Management Options Stage 

Number of Questionnaires Received: 52:
 
The following summary shows people's responses to the Options Choices
 
Questionnaire. 
ACCESS OPTIONS 

YES NO UNSURE 
A) One access 13 29 2 
B) Upgrade Red Deer 11 32 4 
C) RDVTA Acquisition 11 29 4 
D) Access at relocated 
portage 12 32 5 
E) Relocate portage 11 30 6 
F) Easement 21 19 3 
G) Lease for Access 17 22 4 
I) TransferfTrade 2 33 7 
J) MNR to Buy Access 10 0 

SNOWMOBILETRAIL 
A) Existing portage via Loop 2 7 32 4 
B)RDVTA trail 5 40 4 
C) Relocated portage 2 37 7 
D) East Lot 1 Con 1 16 25 6 
E) New side trails to Lot 1 
Con1 13 25 7 

A) Status quo 
B) Eliminate ATV's 
C) Change Florence Lk trail 
D) Loop 2 ATV's allowed 

14 
16 
10 
16 

18 
28 
26 
24 

5 
1 
4 

LOOP 2 
A)Non-motorized 
B) Fully motorized & bridge 
C) No ATV's 
D) Snowmobiles (portage) 

27 
12 
6 
19 

12 
35 
33 
18 

3 
2 

5 

CROWN LAND 
DISPOSITION 
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Commercial 
tourism/ecotourism 11 33 6 
Resorts/lodges 0 41 1 
Outfitting 5 35 4 
Other commercial 0 43 0 

Alexander 21 15 4 
Florence 17 20 3 
Wright's 23 12 4 
Lake Huron 12 4 2 
Horseshoe Lake 32 22 10 
Wright's Chimney 16 12 9 

TRAIL KIOSK 30 9 5 
INFRASTRUCTURE 24 13 6 
WATERS OF LAKES 
A) No withdrawals or dams 42 3 0 
B) HP restrictions/boat 
caches 21 17 1 
C) No motorized watercraft 30 10 4 

NEW TRAIL 
DEVELOPMENTS 
A) No new trails 11 28 2 
B) New trails allowed 22 15 4 
C) New trails in some zones 23 14 5 

The following summary shows the breakdown by geographic area of questionnaire 
respondents: 
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Figure 1: Breakdown by geographic area of "Opt ions Choices" questionnaire respondents 

Sudbury, 6 

Mindemoya, 1 

LiWe Curren t, 1 

Uvely,2 

Birch Island, 1	 

Whitefi sh Falls , 25 

•	 At the Issues and Management Options stage, a number of access and portaging 
options were proposed to the public for further consideration. These included the 
following options: Maintaining one access point on Bay of Islands Drive, 
upgrading the main crown land trail from Bay of Islands Drive, asking the RDVTA 
for donation or acquisition of their property for crown access, asking for private 
property access through purchase, easement or lease, relocating and clearly 
identifying the portage location, and an exchange of the RDVTA and private 
property. The table below illustrates the public responses to the "Options 
Choices Questionnaire", 

67 



La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve Resource Management Plan October 2005 

Access & Portaging Options 

30 +--- ----
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20 
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35 -,--..-----~-......- _ ---.,.....- -"""""'........-	 .......-___..
 

- - -I 

•	 Few access options examined for Bay of Islands Drive were supported by the 
public with the exception of the easement option and the lease/MNR purchase 
option. Several individuals supported the option of MNR purchasing an access 
point along Bay of Islands Drive. Other suggestions for access included MNR 
expropriation of all or portions of private property, as well as a proposal for MNR 
to acquire the Green Gate Trail (Old Florence Lake Trail) as a historic route. The 
option of MNR expropriation of all or a portion of a private property was not 
included in the management options proposal because it contravenes MNR 
policy. The option of MNR purchasing a parcel of land to provide access along 
Bay of Islands Drive is being considered, but since the four private parcels that 
provide access to the Conservation Reserve are all privately owned, this decision 
would be based solely on the decision of the local landowners. 

•	 The OFSC use of the portion of Loop 1 (also known as the Red Deer Trail) from 
the picnic table eastward and the proposal for the OFSC to use the private 
property owned by the RDVTA for access was strongly opposed by most 
members of the public, who cited safety concerns. Many individuals surveyed 
were in support of separating motorized and non-motorized uses within the 
conservation reserve. The following table illustrates the results to the "Options 
Choices Questionnaire". 

68 



La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve Resourc e Management Plan October 2005 

OFSC Routing 

45 ,.--- - - - - - --....",..----- -..,,--___.------------, 

40 +--.-­ - - - - - -

35 +­--­--­-­-­-

30 -1--­

25 ·1--­

20 

15 

10 _._ - -

B)ROVTAlrall C) Relocated portage 0 ) East Lot 1 Con 1 E) New side trails Lot 1 
Con1 

5 

o 
A) Existing portage via 

Loop 2 

•	 People were not in support of eliminating ATV use entirely from the conservation 
reserve , however many supported the idea of motorized uses being eliminated 
from the Loop 2 area and being confined to the area south of Florence Lake. 
Many were in support of non-motorized use of the Loop 2 area, with the provision 
for a bridge. 
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ATVUse 

30 

15 ·1

10 

5 

o 
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•	 When asked if snowmobiling should be permitted on a portion of Loop 2, the 
public supported and rejected this proposal in almost equal numbers. Most 
people rejected the option that the Loop 2 area should be fully motorized, many 
expressing the predominant view that this area should be used primarily for 
cross-country skiing and hiking. 
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Loop 2 Preferences 
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•	 The majority of people surveyed disagreed with crown land disposition for 
commercial tourism or ecotourism, resorts and lodges, outfitting or other 
commercial enterprises. 
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Crown Land Disposition 
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•	 There was some support for the designation and/or development of campsites at 
the Alexander Lake, Wright's Lake, Lake Huron, Horseshoe Lake and Wright's 
Chimney locations. There was also some opposition to designation of campsites 
at these same locations and more were opposed to camping at Florence Lake 
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than were for it. Generally, people agreed with the concept of trail kiosks and 
some limited additional infrastructure, specifically directional signage. 

Camping 
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•	 Most of those surveyed agreed there should be controls on water withdrawals 
and water control structures (dams) within the CR. There was some support for 
horsepower restrictions on lakes and some suggested that motorized watercraft 
should not be permitted. 

•	 Most people supported the option to protect dark skies within the CR. 

New Trails 
Most surveyed felt that some new trails should be permitted within the conservation 
reserve. New trail locations suggested by members of the general public included the 
following: 

73 



La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve Resource Management Plan October 2005 

•	 West end of Loop 2 to Lake Huron 
•	 A trail by-passing the OFSC snowmobile bridge across Freud Creek to allow 

access to the Loop 2 area (if the OFSC snowmobile bridge was removed) 
•	 A trail around the northeastern portion of the Timken property to Alexander Lake 
•	 A shoreline trail to Fort La Cloche through the CR 

New Trail Developments 
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The Espanola and District Snowmobile Club proposed a relocation of 2 km of the lower 
portion of the OFSC trail from the picnic table junction to the north end of a private 
property. 

Other Initiatives
 
Overall, there was some support for the following initiatives:
 

•	 Development of a trail strategy 
•	 Zoning 
•	 Stewardship partnerships with first nations and other interest groups 
•	 Commercial tourism in specific zones 
•	 Development of a trail brochure 
•	 Formation of a standing advisory committee 

Additional Issues Raised in Public Consultations 

•	 In dialogue with the Ministry of Transportation. two important issues were raised 
regarding the use of Bay of Islands Drive for parking and snowmobile crossing. 

(1) They stated that the cul-de-sac at the end of Bay of Islands Drive should not 
be used for parking since the purpose of this area is to provide room for motor 
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vehicles and service vehicles to turn around. The MTD recommended that an 
off-road parking area be developed. 

l (2) The other issue discussed was the use of Bay of Islands Drive by 
snowmobiles. The MTD stipulated that all crossings should be at a 90 degree 
angle to the road and that no snowmobile travel should take place on the

l maintained surface of the road. MTD states "the rough nature of the terrain 

L 
beyond the back of the ditch includes rock outcroppings on the road right-of-way 
which are forcing snow machines to use the roadway to move to and from 
crossings which is a safety issue and could lead as well to legal issues." 

l 
• Concern was expressed over potential increase in traffic and possible increased 

maintenance requirements for the surface-treated Red Deer Village Road. 

L 
• A stakeholder expressed concerns regarding the proposed zoning designations, 

specifically with respect to the usage of motorized boats, canoes, and ATV's for 
bear hunting purposes. The individual was concerned about the methods non­
resident hunters might use to access the area since the RDVTA access is only 
permitted for recreational use and questioned whether access via float plane ~...•...,. would be permissible for the various smaller lakes within the reserve. The 
demographic of his clientele and nature provided requires increased reliance on 
ATV's for hunting. The individual was concerned that the Access Zone proposed 

l (Area A in Scenario A) would eliminate the ability to offer hunting in this area. 
The individual also inquired as to the use of a 2-wheeled dirt bike which he 
currently uses to place bear baits. The use was incorporated into the plan. 

l 
L 

• In dialogue with a stakeholder a desire was expressed to maintain the trail 
running eastward from a private parcel to the western edge of another private 
parcel because of use for nature hikes. They also wish to maintain the shoreline 

1 
trail from the western edge of Camp Manitou to Flat PointJWright's Lake. They 
use this trail as a hiking and nature walk circuit for campers and to provide 
walking access to the west side of Flat Point and Wright's landing further west 
along the shoreline. 

i • In dialogue with individuals from the La Cloche Trails Association, they indicated 
an interest in stewardship of portions of the Heaven's Gate Trail as well as other 
non-motorized trails within the conservation reserve. A detailed proposal has not 
yet been received. t 

• The Bay of Islands Community Association and a local tourist operator expressed 
the desire for a dock facility in Freud Bay, adjacent to the existing parcel owned 

l by the Crown on the south side of Bay of Islands Drive. This would allow for 
boaters to dock and access Bay of Islands Drive. However, there is currently no 
crown access to the conservation reserve at this location. This issue was new to 

L the Planning Team. Since the crown parcel is not part of the conservation 

l 
reserve, this recommendation will not be considered by the Planning Team as 
part of the CR planning process but will be forwarded to the Espanola Area 
Supervisor. 

L
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l 
1 • The Planning Team considered that the public may have had difficulty 

interpreting the Issues and Management Options questionnaire especially in 
regard to access options. For this reason, the questionnaire has been modified 
for the Refined Management Options Open House. 

L 
• The planning team expressed concern that access in the vicinity of Bay of Islands 

Drive could in the future enhance the likelihood of increased vandalism, theft, 
parking and traffic concerns along Bay of Islands Drive. However, these 
concerns may be alleviated by considering upgrading of access from the north 

L through the Fox Lake Road (D 110 #4) access point and/or through an additional 
crown land access which could be constructed to access the eastern portion of 
the Heaven's Gate Trail (Horseshoe Lake potential trail access on Trail Strategy 

1 Map). The planning team also considered the option of permitting access at Bay 

l 
of Islands Drive without allowing for parking. However it was felt that this would 
lead to the residents of Red Deer Village having more opportunity to access the 
area than those from outside the area. However, this option could provide an 

1 
opportunity for a tourism operator to provide a drop-off or shuttle service. The 
planning team determined that access from the north could require huge 
upgrades such as culverts, bridges and possible road upgrades. It is unlikely that 
funding would be available for such an enterprise. 

1 
L 
L 
l 
l 
1 
1 
L 
l
 
l
 
l 
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10.7 Refined Management Options Stage 

Number of questionnaires received: 61
 
The following summary shows people's responses to the "Options Choices"
 
questionnaire.
 

Question YES NO Not concerned 
1 MNR to obtain part of Lot 1, Con 1 11 43 5 
2 MNR to obtain RDVTA 25 30 5 
3 Upgrade Fox Lake Rd 47 8 3 
4 Horseshoe Lake Rd new access 54 3 3 
5 OFSC D 110 relocation 53 5 2 
6 Re-routing option preferred 1 or 2 42 3 
7 Other new trails in CR 18 37 

8A ATV's in Zone A only 14 33 4 
88 NoATVs in CR 34 15 3 

9 Agree with zoning? 52 2 1 

Figure 2: Breakdown by geographic area of "Refined Management Options" questionnaire 
respondents 

Espanola, 25 

•	 When broken down by geographic area, a predominant number of snowmobilers 
attended the Refined Management Options Open Houses, with the Whitefish 
Falls/Bay of Islands Drive community making up a smaller portion of the total 
responses. A large proportion of snowmobilers from Mindemoya submitted 
questionnaires; this was due to the high profile OFSC issues which had been 
raised in the local media and publicized. 

77 



l La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve Resource Management Plan October 2005 

li,.
': 

l 
• At the Refined Management Options stage, the questionnaire was simplified with 

only 9 questions specifying yes or no answers. Two other general questions 
were asked pertaining to recommendations which had been made by the 
planning team. There were four possible options for access. The first was for 
MNR to pursue crown access in the vicinity of Bay of Islands Drive on part of the 
private property, possible donation, purchasing, leasing or pursuing an

L easement. The majority of people did not support this option. There were mixed 
responses on the second option, which was for MNR to acquire the RDVTA 
property for access, with 23 for and 29 against the option. 

L • There was definite support for options 3 and 4, which involved providing crown 

1 
access at the Fox Lake Road access point and the possibility of creating a new 
access point over crown land to access the eastern portion of the Heaven's Gate 
Trail. 

•	 Many individuals who attended the open house were in support of Relocation 
Options 1 or 2 for the OFSC snowmobile club trail. 

l	 • More than twice as many people opposed new trails within the conservation 

l 
reserve as did those who agreed with the concept of new trail development. This 
was somewhat surprising considering that at the Issues and Management 
Options stage of consultation, a majority had voiced support for new trails. 

l 
• Two questions were asked to attempt to clarify the public's preference for ATV 

use within the reserve. It was suggested that ATV use be either confined to Zone 
A, or eliminated entirely. The first suggestion (confining use to Zone A) was 
disagreed with by most respondents. The second suggestion (to eliminate ATV 
use entirely) appeared to be supported by many respondents. 

• The majority of respondents supported the final Zoning proposal put forth by the 

L Planning Team, which stipulated three zones; an Access zone in the southeast, a 
Natural Environment Zone throughout the southern portion of the reserve and a 
Wilderness Zone north of the Heaven's Gate Trail. 

L Other input which was received in the form of general comments/concerns included 
the following points of consideration, as organized by topic: 

L	 Permitted Uses: 

l	 • A stakeholder stated that the zoning proposal was likely to be opposed since 
it did not permit snowmobile uses in the Loop 2 area. 

l 
• A resident indicated that a trapper's use of ATV's and/or snowmobiles in the 

northern portions of the reserve could affect the zoning designation for that 

1 
area. For this reason, a stipulation was included in the plan that some 
commercial resource harvesters (trappers and baitfish harvesters) could be 
issued specialized permits to continue their activities in Zone C, the 
Wilderness Zone. 

L 
• Stakeholders voiced their opposition regarding a recommendation to prohibit 

ATV use in Zones Band C. However because the zoning proposal was 
believed to be in the best interests of protecting the area, since it would 

t 
enable geographic limitations to be placed on some activities which are 
currently damaging values, the zoning proposal will remain. The 
stakeholders also disagreed with a proposal to prohibit the use of gas­
powered marine outboards on lakes within the reserve. The planning team 
had recommended that marine outboards be prohibited within the reserve. 

l 
l	 
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l 
1 However, since this would have been difficult to enforce, and marine 

outboard use does not currently present major issues within the reserve, the 
Steering Committee did not support this Planning Team recommendation. 

General: 

l • One member of the public was pleased to see an overall strategy of limiting 
and controlling human impact on the conservation reserve. 

1 
• One member of the public reinforced the importance of minimizing impact to 

the area, saying that tourism is important but must be managed. They also 
mentioned that enforcement can be a problem, and that snowmobiles have 
less impact in the winter season as long as they are used when there is 
proper snow cover. 

l • One member of the public was against the abandonment of the trail from the 
north shore of Lake Huron to Wright's Lake. 

L Access: 

1 
• The Board of RDVTA endorsed the Local Roads board decision not to allow 

public parking off Bay of Islands Drive. They voiced their adamant opposition 
of the EDSC's proposal for relocation of the 0-110 trail. The Board was also 

1 
displeased regarding the questionnaire used at the Refined Management 
Options open house; they commented that a specific location for a crown 
access point on private property should have been identified in relation to the 
access question. 

L • Some individuals from the Whitefish Falls area had concerns regarding 
increased noise, parked cars and possibly other problems associated with 
public access or a parking lot at the Bay of Islands Drive location. 

l • Ontario Parks cannot promote public access via the Heaven's Gate Trail from 
the west because the road to Fort la Cloche is administered by Sagamok 
Anishnawbek Reserve. 

L 
1 

• One individual mentioned that the Camp Manitou trail should be continued to 
the East through private land to Loop 2 and beyond. The same individual did 
not agree with decommissioning of the trail at the west end of Loop 2. This 
individual felt that these routes were historic and should be maintained. 

L • One individual did not want to see aquaculture permitted and felt that a 
parking area at the end of Bay of Islands Drive would be a suitable 
accompaniment to creating a Conservation Reserve. 

L 
Portage Relocation: 

1 • One individual was strongly opposed to the relocation of the portage. 

l 
• One individual mentioned that the southern portage should remain at its 

present location and should serve as access for hiking, biking and cross 
country skiing, in addition to the RDVTA trail. 

L
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1 OFSC Relocation: 

L 
• One individual commented that the OFSC should not be allowed to relocate 

their trail within the conservation reserve and that the OFSC should approach 
the local landowners. 

•	 One member of the public mentioned that the old rail bed from Espanola to ·······2 
Whitefish Falls should be evaluated as an alternate location for the OFSC 
trail relocation outside of the conservation reserve.l

L 
• One member of the public proposed an alternate route for the OFSC trail 

south of Florence Lake. 
•	 Snowmobilers stated their desire for a safe trail to link with the Lake Huron 

snowmobile trail. 
• One individual stated that the OFSC bridge at Alexander Creek should be

1 permitted to remain since replacing it with a permanent bridge could have 
some negative environmental impacts. 

• Several members of the public commented on the initial cost of constructing

l the OFSC trail. 
•	 Many members of the public supported option 1 or 2 for the OFSC trail 

relocation. 

l	 • One person mentioned that a better alternative for the relocation of the EDSC 
trail is the green gate road. 

L 
• One member of the public stated that if Loop 1 is made part of the OFSC trail 

that the cost of constructing parallel ski trails should be taken on by the MNR 
and the EDSC since RDVTA already paid for Loop 1. 

L 
• One member of the public suggested looking outside the conservation 

reserve for the relocation of the OFSC trail. 

New Trails: 

L	 • One member of the puollc made the point that trails should be limited in 
number and should be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

L 
• One member of the public stated new trails would be ok for access and for a 

day hike trip loop. 
•	 One member of the pUblic stated that a trail should be constructed around a 

private property to connect to form a looping trail to Alexander Lake. 

L Loop 2: 

l 
• Maintenance and grooming of cross-country ski trails within the Loop 2 area 

was one issue raised at the planning team level. The desire to groom cross­
country ski trails in winter may make use of a snowmobile necessary in Loop 
2 on an occasional basis. Some members of the planning team have 
stressed that ATV access is necessary once per year to conduct

L maintenance activities, while other planning team members think that if Loop 
2 is non-motorized. this will eliminate the need for heavy-duty maintenance. 

• One individual mentioned the lack of direct access to the Loop 2 area for

l skiing and the site of the present "southern portage" was mentioned as an 
alternative. 

l	 10.8 Draft Plan Review 

Total number of questionnaires/public comments received: 11 

L 
l	 
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l 
L 

Comments from the public and other stakeholders are listed under the following 
categories: 

Motorized Uses/Zoning 
• Stakeholders voiced their opposition regarding zoning for conservation

L reserves in general. Additionally they were opposed to the restriction on 
motorized uses within the wilderness and natural environment zones within 
the La Cloche Ridge CR. The stakeholders also expressed a number of 

L concerns related to the planning and execution of the Open House sessions 

L 
for the Draft Plan, including concerns with the maps, advertising and planning 
team representation. Because the zoning proposal was believed to be in the 
best interests of protecting the area, since it would enable geographic 

L 
limitations to be placed on some activities which are currently damaging CR 
values, provide protection to other sensitive areas and increase public safety, 
zoning will remain in the Final Plan. 

L 
• Many individuals mentioned they would like to see the area managed for non­

motorized use. MNR believes that the zoning strategy implemented for the 
reserve will provide a balance for motorized and non-motorized recreational 

L 
users. The wilderness and natural environment portions of the reserve will 
provide for non-motorized use to be the predominant method of recreation 
within the reserve. 

• Maintain present OFSC trail system and snowmobile corridors to Florence, 

L Alexander, Wright's & Elbow Lakes. The current zoning strategy as outlined 
in the Draft Plan does allow for continued use of these corridors. 

1 • The Espanola & District Snowmobile Club has expressed concern regarding 

L 
L 

how enforcement of the RMP rules and regulations will be conducted, and 
have highlighted the need for a safe provincial D 110 OFSC trail from Fox 
Lake Road to Frood Bay prior to the 2005/2006 snowmobiling season. They 
have also expressed concern regarding new trail development and access 
stating that all user groups should follow the same rules for infrastructure. 
The OFSC has concerns that where a trail is multi-use, the MOU should 
reflect the interests of the various groups involved while considering liability 

l 
issues. MNR enforcement will be conducted by Conservation Officers and 
Area Team staff from the Espanola MNR. The application for trail relocation 
for the D 110 trail will be considered folloWing RMP finalization, and will be 
screened through the Class EA for Provincial parks and Conservation 
Reserves. Standard requirements for trail infrastructure components such as 

L bridges and culverts will be outlined in the MOU's developed for the individual 
trail sections. 

l Mapping 

l 
• Some members of the public suggested small changes to the mapping in the 

Draft Plan including documentation of the alternate portage location, errors in 
the location of mountain peaks, and additions that needed to be made to the 
maps to include private land parcels to the east. MNR has incorporated these 
changes in the Final Plan. 

L 
l 
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L 
Portage Relocation/Access 

L • Opposition to the relocation of the portage because of concerns over property 
values and increase in the possibility of motor vehicle-snowmobile collisions 
at the cul-de-sac location. The portage relocation was not supported by 
previous public consultation input. 

L The location of the alternative Abrey portage west of the southern boundary 
of private property at the outlet of Frood Creek provides an alternate portage 

L from Freud Bay to Lake Huron which reduces the opportunity for misuse of 

L 
private property while restricting motorized vehicle access to the natural 
environment zone of the CR. Impacts to property values are largely 
unsubstantiated due to the small number of users who use this portage 

l 
annually. According to the Motorized Snow Vehicles Act, snowmobile travel 
on roads is permitted and the possibility of motor vehicle-snowmobile 
collisions exists on all public roads. 

•	 A boat access point should be provided in or near Freud Bay with walking 
trail access to Florence Lake. The current access is unacceptable and there I
should be separate trails for motorized and non-motorized use. A boat access I-
point exists on crown land along the south side of Bay of Islands Drive which 
boaters can use to launch into Freud Bay. The current multi-use access for 

L recreationists through private land owned by the RDVTA provides walking 
access to Florence Lake. MNR continues to explore the issue of crown 
access at Bay of Islands Drive. 

L 
L 

• One individual was concerned about how he could access the area's lakes 
with a canoe and expressed concern with the distance involved in portaging a 
canoe into the reserve through the Red Deer Trail. 

• MNR has explored the access issue at Bay of Islands Drive. 

L OFSC Relocation and Recreation 

L 
• Concern over erosion caused by motorized travel south of Alexander Creek 

on the OFSC trail was expressed by members of the public. 

l 
• Many residents expressed concern regarding the environmental impact of 

relocation of the OFSC trail (tree cutting, fragmentation of the area) and 
believed that hiking and motorized trails were not compatible activities. 
MNR will consider the concerns of the general public when considering the 
OFSC relocation through the Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation 

l Reserves. MNR will ensure that any impacts to the environment will be 
properly mitigated if the trail is permitted. Options to separate motorized and 
non-motorized trails will be considered in the evaluation of the project. 

l 
l • Camping at public access points was one concern raised. The current 

direction is that camping will not be restricted at access points unless this 
becomes a management problem in the future. 

L 
l	 
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L •	 Excessive boat caching was raised. MNR has specified in the Draft Plan that 
it is permitted unless it becomes a management problem in the future. 

l 
L • The shoreline trail along the south shore of Florence Lake should be 

authorized. MNR will seek Memorandums of Understanding for all trails 
marked on the authorized trails map for the reserve and if a group express 
interest in taking responsibility for this trail it will need to be monitored and 
maintained. 

l	 • Members noted that trails should be well-marked and properly maintained 

l 
and it was recommended that signs developed for the conservation reserve 
be in English, French and Ojibway. MNR will work towards developing 
partnerships with user groups to develop appropriate interpretive and 
directional signage for the reserve. 

L Tourism/Nature Appreciation 

L	 • There should be opportunities for the private sector to assist in the 
interpretation and management of the CR by providing tours to points of 
interest, local history, etc. MNR is open to exploring partnerships with the 
private sector to enhance appreciation of the CR. 

L 
• MNR has indicated they will work with adjacent First Nation communities to 

develop and implement management strategies to ensure the protection of 

L traditional locations and cultural values as identified by the communities. The 
plan will allow for interpretive plaques, signs, tours pending available funding. 

• A member of the public stated that a statement regarding private and 

l commercial photography and artist's use of the CR may be required. This is 
noted in the permitted uses table in Section 11.0. 

L Other Pennitted Uses 

•	 An individual had a concern with the policy which does not allow for any 
timber harvesting within the conservation reserve. This individual was 

L 
L interested in harvesting firewood for personal use only. MNR will not permit 

the harvesting of firewood for personal use within the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve. MNR will likely issue a harvesting permit to the 
affected individual to harvest wood at one of three wood harvesting blocks 
designated for such a use within the Espanola Area on Crown land. 

L 10.9 First Nation Involvement 

L 
First Nation communities in the area were informed of the invitation to participate in the 
planning process in the summer of 2004 through contact by letter and telephone. A 
member from each First Nation community was invited to become involved as part of the 
planning team. Interested community members were invited to take part in site visits 

L within La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve throughout the planning process to learn 
more about the planning area and the issues relating to its management. They were 
also invited to participate in the review of the Draft Background Document and the 

l 
L	 
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L 
L Issues and Management Options Document and were invited to all public open houses. 

The District Resource Liaison arranged several open houses and meetings with First 
Nation communities within the affected area. 

The following issues were raised by individual First Nation communities and 
organizations in addition to those already documented in the "Issues and Management 

L Options" document. 

Sagamok Anishnawbek 

L Individuals from MNR attended a council meeting on April 4, 2005 to present information 
regarding the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve planning process. MNR held an 
Open House during "Treaty Day" on June 10, 2005 to obtain further input with the 
community. The objective was to obtain and share information that contributed to the L planning process. 

L 
l In dialogue with individuals from Sagamok Anishnawbek, a council member expressed 

concern regarding the traditional harvesting of porcupines for quill arts and the 
harvesting of birch bark for crafts. Some individuals expressed concerns regarding any 
limitations on hunting as may be prescribed by zoning designations. The community 
expressed an interest in wind power development in the areas east of their community, 
within La Cloche Provincial Park and the western portions of La Cloche Conservation 
Reserve. However wind power is not permitted in conservation reserves or Provincial 

L Parks according to MNR's Policy and Procedure 4.10.04 "Wind Power Development on 
Crown Land." This policy came into effect on January 27, 2004. 

Sagamok Anishnawbek has indicated their support for the proposal to relocate and L define the location of the Abrey portage. The community recommends that the location 
of the portage be clearly defined in all future mapping of this area by the MNR. 

L At the Open House held in Sagamok, the following information was gathered from 
respondents and summarized: 

l 
L • Sagamok Anishnawbek uses the La Cloche Ridge CR for activities such as 

subsistence hunting of deer and moose, subsistence and recreational fishing, 
berry picking, pleasure cruising the north shore, spiritual ceremonies including 
fasting at the mountains, sightseeing, outdoor cooking, swimming and exploring. 

• ATV's are taken from Fort La Cloche into areas to the east and it was suggested 
that a study be done of the impact and extent of ATV use in the area. It is 

L unlikely that ATV's are accessing into the western boundary of the CR. 
•	 Suggested possible commercial uses include wind farming, ecotourism, 

blueberry picking and hiking. 

L • Some community members are for ATV use, some are against it. There are 
mixed reactions to the questions if new trail development should be permitted, 
some are for and some are against it (including the OFSC relocation proposal). 

l	 Those who are for it are mostly for hiking use as long as all users respect the 
area. 

l 
• Community members mention that areas requiring protection include Fort la 

Cloche (not within the CR), Flat Point, and the entire area. 
•	 Issues of concern to community members include garbage, forest fire protection, 

forestry issues, land claim issues and economic development 

L 
l 
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L 
l • Species which could possibly be located within the reserve which may require 

protection include eagles and peregrine falcon. (It is not known if any falcon 
nesting sites are located within the area). 

•	 Community members who were familiar with the Heaven's Gate Trail apparently 
know it by a different name and do not have any problems with the general public 
accessing the trail from Fort la Cloche. 

L 
l 

Following the release of the Draft Plan, a meeting was held on August 22"d,2005 with the 
Chief and some council members to discuss a number of issues. Issues raised were 
discussed at a Planning Team meeting held on August 25th

, 2005, which two council 
members from Sagamok attended. 

•	 Sagamok Anishnawbek re-stated their intentions to develop wind power 
within the Conservation Reserve. Although wind power development is 

L 
L against CR policy, the First Nation indicated they would be prepared to state 

their interests in writing. MNR informed the First Nation that they have the 
right to request an amendment to CR policy and that such a request must be 
in writing. 

1 
• Commercial food harvesting, (i.e. blueberry picking) is considered to be part 

of traditional activities which have taken place by community members in the 
past. The Draft Plan policy on commercial food harvesting (Section 4.10) 
was re-worded to reflect this. The permitted uses table currently states that 
existing food harvesting may be permitted to continue, so this portion of the 

l document will remain unchanged. 
• Prescribed burning is an activity that community members have always 

conducted to assist in the renewal of blueberry crops. The CR policy 

L currently states that prescribed burning may be considered to achieve 

l 
ecological or resource management objectives. Should First Nations 
consider prescribed burning necessary within the area, MNR will work with 
First Nation community members to develop a fire management plan which 
will address prescribed burning while ensuring public safety and incorporating 
traditional knowledge. 

l	 • Sagamok Anishnawbek is interested in developing an eco-Iodge and 

L 
associated ecotourism component which will utilize the La Cloche Ridge CR. 
They may require the ability to construct minimal infrastructure (ie. shelter 
cabins) within the reserve that would be used commercially. Under Facility 
and Infrastructure Development, the Draft Plan stated that existinq uses of 

l 
facilities now present could continue and that new structures may be 
considered. It also stated that new facilities for resorts, lodges, outfitting and 
commercial tourism/ecotourism would not be permitted within CR boundaries. 
The Draft Plan has been changed to the following: New facilities for resorts 
and lodges (ie. Main base lodges) will not be permitted within CR boundaries. 

l Small infrastructure developments for commercial tourism/ecotourism 

L 
activities (i.e. overnight shelters) may be considered through the Class EA for 
Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves and will be approved through a 
work permit. The text under section 5.13, which discusses Facility and 
Infrastructure development, has been changed accordingly. 

l 
• The First Nation wishes to be notified of any aerial spraying as it relates to 

insect and disease suppression within the CR, should spraying be necessary 
to control exotic pest species. They also wanted to be kept informed of any 
pathogens that could affect the safety of fish and game for consumption. All 

L 

l	 
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L 
L First Nation communities are normally notified of aerial spraying occurrences 

in conjunction with other stakeholders when such events take place. First 
Nation communities will be informed if pathogens affecting the safety of fish 
and/or game occur. 

• Community members from Sagamok Anishnawbek conduct traditional 
activities which may include activities such as collection of birch bark and ash 

L wood for crafts, maple sugar collection and collection of traditional medicines. 
These activities could be deemed to be commercial. These activities are 
considered to be traditional activities by Sagamok Anishnawbek. These

L types of activities will continue within the conservation reserve. Aboriginal 
and treaty rights as they related to CR policy are addressed in Section 1.4, 
First Nation Community Involvement. 

L • Community members from Sagamok Anishnawbek questioned whether the 

L 
cutting of dead trees would be permitted within CR lands. It is stated within 
the Draft Plan under Section 5.14 that personal timber harvesting will not be 
permitted within the conservation reserve. MNR has stated that no personal 
timber harvesting will be permitted within the CR lands. Should community 
members require firewood, three local fuelwood harvesting blocks are 

l available within Sudbury District. 

l 
• The Sagamok Chief and some council members recommended that in future 

planning initiatives, that a first nation community member should be included 
on the Steering Committee. 

Whitefish River First Nation
 
The Whitefish River First Nation continues to be involved in the preparation of the
 

L Resource Management Plan for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C218)
 
through representation and participation on the planning team.
 

The Whitefish River First Nation asserts that the lands being discussed in the Resource 

L 

1 
L Management Plan process for C218 may be part of the lands that were reserved to the 

Ojibwa's of Whitefish River under the Robinson-Huron Treaty of 1850 and a land claim 
has been filed in this respect. The Ontario government is in the process of reviewing the 
land claim, and has stated that designation of the area as a Conservation Reserve is not 
irreversible and would not preclude consideration of those lands, if appropriate, in future 
claim negotiations or settlement. 

The Whitefish River First Nation has expressed they would not support development or 
use of the Loop 2 area because this area falls into the land claim catchment area. 

l 
The Whitefish River First Nation does support the proposal to map and relocate the 
Aubrey Portage to facilitate safe travel for the general public. 

L 
l 

At an Open House held at Whitefish River First Nation November 8, 2004 a total of 5 
questionnaires were completed. Comments on the questionnaires included the 
following: 

• Cutting of trees and brush eliminating habitat for wildlife 

l • More people and use of new trails and camping areas 
• Land should be returned to the first nations 
• Medicine plants grow all over the area 

L • History is important 

l 
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l • Individuals for and against OFSC trail going through 
• Ability to exercise harvesting rights relating to hunting and fishing 

L • Keep first nations in management of the area 
• No snowmobiling, more rangers 
• Respect the Robinson/Huron treaty of 1850 
• Lands should be returned to reserve status 

L An open house was held at Whitefish River First Nation on June 21, 2005 to share 
information on the planning process and obtain further information and comments from 

L community members. 

Aundeck Omni Kaning 

l 
l An Open House was held at Aundeck Omni Kaning on January 21st to provide general 

information for the area's first nation communities. In addition to Aundeck Omni Kaning, 
individuals from Whitefish River First Nation also attended. Eight individuals attended 
and some excellent input was obtained. 

l Aundeck Omni Kaning indicated that the La Cloche Ridge area has been used 
traditionally to fish, hunt, gather and use the land in other ways (Le. Medicine gathering). 
They have a particular interest in Wright's Lake and have hunted in the area, using 
eXisting trails. They have an eco-tourism company that uses the area and this has a 

l minimal impact on the area. They will continue with their traditional uses of this area. 

L 
They are part of a greater Manitoulin medicinal plant collecting program, but do not want 
to make MNR aware of the location of the sites so that they will remain protected. If any 
pictographs or other such cultural/spiritual sites of significance are found within the 

L 
reserve, they do not want to see such sites promoted for tourism. There was a concern 
over exploitation of First Nation traditional practices. There was also a concern over 
exotic species introductions, especially organisms that might be transferred by boat. A 

L 
concern was raised that enforcement for First Nation community members was not 
consistent throughout MNR districts. There was a wish that other involved groups 
should be more aware of aboriginal rights and interests and that a specific consultation 
plan be developed with Aundeck Omni Kaning if necessary. 

L 
Aundeck Ornni Kaning supports the positions of Whitefish River First Nation and 
Sagamok Anishnawbek regarding the portage relocation. 

Union of Ontario Indians 

L A letter was received from the Union of Ontario Indians expressing concerns regarding 
the definition and identification of traditional territory and recommending that MNR 

L develop an agreed upon consultation process with individual Anishnawbek First Nations. 

L 
The UOI recommended that there should be steering committee representation from 
each of the First Nation communities whose traditional territories are within the La 
Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. Issues that the UOI would like to see addressed 

l 
include supporting First Nation access to economic opportunities, supporting 
consultation processes, protection of cultural values, protection of aboriginal and treaty 
rights and recognition of land claim issues. These concerns were addressed in a letter 
dated May 27, 2005 from MNR to the Union of Ontario Indians. 

L 
l 
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Appendix A 

LA CLOCHE RIDGE CONSERVATION RESERVE (C218)
 

FACT SHEET
 

May 2005 

Background 

On July 16, 1999, the Ontario Government released the Ontario's Living Legacy 
Land Use Strategy to gUide the planning and management of Crown lands in central 
and parts of northern Ontario. A major part of the Ontario's Living Legacy Land 
Use Strategy was a government intent to establish 378 new protected areas. 
Following public and First Nation consultation in the summer of 2000 on refining the 
boundary of this protected area, Ontario Regulation 805/94 of the Public Lands 
Act was amended on October 3, 2001 by Ontario Regulation 384/01 Schedule 110, 
to formally establish this conservation reserve. 

AREA DESCRIPTION: 

This conservation reserve protects a rugged and beautiful ridge system, running 
east-west and facing south on the North Channel in site district 5E-3. This unique 
landform features water-washed quartzite bedrock with pockets of sandy glacial 
ground moraine. Sediment deposits from retreating glacial ice has shaped its 
irregular rolling landscape. The ridge tops rise dramatically above the North 
Channel of Georgian Bay. Exposed areas are sparsely covered by wind swept, fire 
origin white pine, jack pine and red oak. Stands of sugar maple and American Beech 
occupy the lower slopes close to the North Channel shoreline. A number of small 
acidified lakes occur within the ridge system. This road less area is ideal for 
hunting, fishing, commercial tourism, snowmobile and ATV use. In addition, the Red 
Deer Association Trail System has many hiking trails. A small craft cruising the 
highly scenic North Channel, will receive breathtaking views of the site's open 
forest, quartzite ridges and rugged relief. The area is popular for hunting, fishing, 
commercial tourism, motorized (ATV, snowmobile) and non-motorized trail (La 
Cloche Trail) use. 

Size and Location 

La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve is located approximately 16 kilometers 
southwest of Espanola along the north shore of the North Channel of Lake Huron, 
south of Moose (Evangeline) Lake. The western boundary runs through White's 



Lake. The northern boundary runs through Elbow Lake and West Quartzite Lake. 
The southern boundary is the North Channel of Georgian Bay, and private lands lie 
to the east. The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve is located in the geographic 
Townships of Harrow and McKinnon, in the municipal Township of Sables-Spanish 
Rivers, and in the First Concession West of Wallace Mine Location and South of La 
Cloche Mountains, and in the geographic Township of Mongowin, and in the North 
Channel Island TP 2936, in the Territorial District of Sudbury. The conservation 
reserve is 4,004 hectares, more or less, designated as Parts 1and 2 on a plan known 
as C218 La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve, filed on January 5, 2001, with the 
Office of the Surveyor General of Ontario in the Ministry of Natural Resources. 
This conservation reserve borders the east side of La Cloche Provincial Park. 

Land Use Intent 

Conservation reserves are areas of Crown land set aside by regulation under the 
Public Lands Act. Conservation reserves complement provincial parks in protecting 
representative natural areas and special landscapes. Most recreational (e.g. hiking, 
skiing, tourism related uses, nature appreciation) activities that have traditionally 
been enjoyed in the area will continue, provided that these uses do not impact on 
the natural features needing protection. Hunting and fishing is permitted within all 
new conservation reserves proposed through Ontario I s living Legacy. Commercial 
timber harvesting, mining, aggregate extraction and commercial hydroelectric 
development are prohibited in conservation reserves. 

Next Steps 

The Land Use Strategy established the Ministry's intent to add these Crown lands 
to Ontario I s protected areas system following the extensive public consultation 
associated with the Ontario's Living Legacy and Lands for Life land use planning 
initiatives between 1997 and 1999. Prior to the finalization of the boundary of this 
conservation reserve regulated under the Public Lands Act, the Ministry invited 
public comment on the proposed boundary from all potentially affected 
stakeholders and First Nations. In the interim, the area was withdrawn and 
protected from resource extraction activities such as timber harvesting, 
hydroelectric development, aggregate extraction and new mineral exploration. The 
Ministry of Natural Resources is currently finalizing a resource management plan 
for this area. Planning, management and the uses permitted within this 
conservation reserve will be consistent with the commitments of the Ontario's 
Living Legacy Land Use Strategy. 



Appendix B (English)
 
OPEN HOUSE: PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION
 

LA CLOCHE RIDGE CONSERVATION RESERVE (C 218)
 

La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 218) was regulated as a 
conservation reserve on October 20, 2001. A process is now underway to 
develop management direction for land uses within the area. The goal of this 
plan will ultimately be to guide Ministry staff in the management of the site 
by outlining the history, biology and current/future permitted uses within the 
conservation reserve. 

The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve encompasses 4,004 ha of Crown 
land along the north shore of the North Channel of Georgian Bay, Lake 
Huron. It is located approxlmatelv 16 kilometres southwest of the Town of 
Espanola, in the Townships of McKinnon, Harrow and Mongowin. 

We are holding an Open House Information Session for the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve. The purpose of this session is to encourage public 
review of background information collected regarding the conservation 
reserve. We are also seeking comments on issues of concern relating to the 
planning process for this conservation reserve. 

This Open House Information Session is open to all. Your opinion is 
important to us and all written or verbal comments will be collected or 
recorded. Ministry staff will be on hand to answer your questions and 
address any concerns relating to this process. 

The Open House will be held on Monday, August 30t h 2004, from 3:00 
p.m, to 8:00 p.m., at the Whitefish Falls Community Centre. 

For further information please contact Lynn Moreau, Crown Land and 
Protected Areas Planner at (70S) 869-5166 or (70S) 869-1330. 

Renseignements en franc;ais: Diane Gibson au (705) 869-6470. 

® Ontario 



Appendix B (French) 

JOURNEE PORTES OUVERTES 
RESERVE DE CONSERVATION DE LA CRETE LA CLOCHE (C 218) 

Le rnlnlstere des Richesses naturelles de l'Ontario (MRN) organisera une journee 
portes ouvertes pour que Ie public ait I'occasion d'examiner les renseignements 
generaux et contextuels qu'i1 a recueillis au sujet de la reserve de conservation 
de la crete La Cloche. La reunion vise aussi a recueillir des points de vue en 
ce qui concerne Ie plan d'arnenaqernent de la reserve de conservation. 

La reserve de conservation de la crete La Cloche (C 218) a ete etablle par 
voie de reqlernent Ie 20 octobre 2001. Le MRN est en train d'etabllr les 
principes directeurs qul gouverneront I'utllisation des terrains dans ce 
secteur. ·Le plan sera en fin de compte un guide sur lequel s'appuiera Ie 
personnel du MRN pour gerer Ie site. Y seront decrltes I'histoire et la biologie 
de la reserve de conservation, ainsi que les utilisations qui y sont autorlsees 
actuellement et celles qul y seront autorlsees dans I'avenir. 

La reserve de conservation de la crete La Cloche est une terre de la 
Couronne d'une superficie de 4 004 ha, Ie long de la rive nord du chenal nord 
de la baie Georgienne (lac Huron). Elle est sltuee a environ 16 kilometres au 
sud-ouest d'Espanola, dans les cantons de McKinnon, de Harrow et de 
Mongowin. 

Cette reunion informative est ouverte a tous. Le MRN attache beaucoup 
d'importance a vos opinions. Tous les points de vue communiques 
verbalement ou par ecrlt seront recueillis et notes conformernent a la Loi sur 
les terres publiques. Le personnel du MRN sera present a la reunion pour 
repondre a vos questions et dlscuter des preoccupations que pourraient 
susclter ces travaux de planification. 

La journee portes ouvertes aura lieu Ie lundi 30 aout 2004, de 15 h it 
20 h, au Centre communautaire de Whitefish Falls. 

On peut obtenir de plus amples renseignements en s'adressant it 
Lynn Moreau, responsable de la planification (terres de la Couronne 
et zones protegees), au (705) 869-5166 ou au (705) 869-1330. 
Les observations et les opinions qui ne constituent pas des renseignements personnels 
au sens de la Loi sur l'ecces a /'information et la protection de la vie privee pourront etre 
consultees au sein du rninistere des Richesses naturelles et pourraient etre incorporees 
dans des documents de reference et des etudes que peut examiner Ie public. Les 
renseignements personnels ne seront pas dlvulques, a moins que les personnes qu'ils 
concernent aient prealablemsnt consenti a ce qu'ils soient divulques. Le ministere des 
Richesses naturelles pourrait toutefois les utiliser pour obtenir les points de vue du 
public relativement ad'autres projets. Pour de plus amples renseignements a ce sujet, 
priere de communiqueravec Bruce Richard, au (705) 564-7849. 
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Keep Out! That Means You
 
Residents fight for the Red Deer Trail 

by Jim Moodie 
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Appendix D 
La CCorne fjQdgeCanserIJation (j(§seT'rJe, 9orf.ay 2005	 • I ­

Ull1«Ji, 

Am/miff; 

• What hashappened r«ent/y 
• ImporUnt tWa lnldinformation rd~ 
•	 QlI~nair" resulb from tJv Issua "rId Mmtagcnmt 

OptionJ Open Housa 
+ PIIUIIlU.g team IIIembllrship 

Jl'euo S'takeholders, 

Welcome to the second La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve Newsletter! As we begin the 
final stages of public involvement in the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve planning 
process, a sincere thanks to all who have contributed. We had an excellent tum out at the open 
houses held in March, and had over SO questionnaires on Issues alld Man~g/'lHent Optlolls 
returned to our office. Additionally, we have received a number of sincere written submissions 
from members of the public who have a deep attachment to the lands of the La Cloche Ridge. 
Planning team members have benefited from the perceptions of many people; recreationalists, 
first nations, conservationists, fishermen, cottagers, residents, hunters, trappers, government 
officials and others who graciously took the time for dialogue. 
In addition, I would like to thank the Planning Team members who volunteered their time, 
energy and knowledge at the meetings and Open Houses, and our MNR staff for the dedication, 
assistance and hard work which they have contributed. During the final 6 months of U1e planning 
process, two more opportunities for public consultation will be held. A PreliminanJ Mallllgt>1tltnt 
Options document will be produced this spring for public review and there will be future Open 
Houses to review the Draft Resource Management Plan in July. 
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La CCoclie CJ(idBe Consertiation ~sertie, 'May 2005	 • 2 ­

Lynn Moreau 
Don Mark 
KanH~on 

Diane6ibson 
Esth.,. O.cn. 
P.t.r Nahwego.hbo 
Ray OwIlRab&rt Auinew. 
Jim Thomason 
Todcl Clamant 
DeMis L.ndrum 
60ryWright 

C218rI'f'atming 'team j 
MNR Crown I.4nd PIO/V1lIoI" (70e)869-e166 lym,D\9cIQuti)mnr ggypn,'9 
MNR Communications (7oe) e64· 7360 dOD,msrk@mnc,QOy,oD,cs 
MNR Sr. Land. Specialist (70!l)869~!501 klO,b,Non@mnr,qoy·OD,cg 
MNR CI.,-icoJ Support (70e)869-6470 dien··eiblonflmnc,Qoy,on,CG 
Whit.fi.n Riv.,. First Nation 
Aundeck Omni Koning First Nation 
Sagamok Ani.hnawbak 
Rad Deer ViII. Troil Association and Rainbow CountryLocal Roads Bo4rd 
Soma Adjacant l.4ndownars 
Espanola and District Snowmobile Club 
Whit.fisn Fall. Sportsmen'. C1ublRainbow CountryLocal Suvlcu Board 

January 2005	 An Open House was held at 
Aundeck 01nni Kaning to discuss the concerns of 
First Nation communities in the area regarding 
planning for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation 
Reserve . 

MR\'(h 2005 Two Open Houses were held in 
Whitefish Falls to present the " Issues and 
Management Options" Document to the general 
public. A questionnaire was released to obtain 
detailed input from the public . A series of maps 
were presented to assist the public in 
understanding the options presented. 

March 2005 The Planning Team held a meeting 
to discuss the issues raised at the February Open Houses. 

April 2005	 Results of the Issues and Management Options Questionnalre were tabulated and the La 
Cloche Ridge Planning Team met to discuss the results and provide recommendations to the 
Steering Committee on a wide variety of issues. 
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La C£oeM 1(Ufge Conservation (Rgser lle. 'Ma.y 2005 ·3­

~ 
Over 50 Issues and Management OptionsQuestionneires were received at the Espanola Area Office. The 
questionnaire resultsprovided the PlanningTeamwithsome direction on a wide varietyor options including: 

• AccessandPortaging concerns 
• Useof the OFSCsnowmobile trail 
• ATVusa 
• Useof the Loop2 area 
• Camping 
• Crownlanduse 

ACCESS and PORTAGING RESULTS: 

AccMe & "-1"11 Opu.... 

OFIC T,ail l ...th Pwttoa~ 

..r-.......,II'"""".............- -""""J!O'--- -.--.......--~.....- ... 

.. t-.----~ 
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Appendix E 

OPEN HOUSE: PUBLIC INFORMATiON s' ' -' 5 ~,, : , ' " 

LACL~HE RlDGE'~A11bN,'~'(~218)' 

, La Cloche RIdge Conserva~ R"rv~ (C.218)'was regulated 
as a conservatlon'res8fVe9f1 ~ 20, 2001. ,A process (s 
now underway to develoP management direCtIon for 1800 uses 
within the area.' Th8,gqal ,~,~I~ plan will ultl",lIteIy'be to guide" 
Ministrystaff,In the managementof the site by outlining the 
history, blotogy and'currentlfuture permitted uses within the 
cOnservaOon reset'V8. • " " ' , " .'. 

, " 

The La Cloche RI~e ConservatlOrl Reserve,e~passe8, . 
4,004 ha of Crown land ,along the north 8hot'1f of the , . " :' 
NorthChannel of Georgian Bay, Lake'Huron:' It I. located 
approximately 16 kilometressouthwestof the,Town of 
Espanola. ,In the Townships of McKJnnoo, Harrow and ' 
Mongowln. ' ' 

We are holding an Open House InfonnatJon SessIOn for the 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve• .The purpose of this 
session Is to encourage public revtew of background 
Information collected regarding the conservation reserve.. We 

. are also seeking comments on Issues of concern ~Iatlng to the 
planning process for this conservation reserve. , 

this OpenHouse Information Session Is open to all. Your 
opinion Is important to us and all written or verbal comme'nts will 
be collected or recorded. Ministry staff wlll be on hand to 
answeryour questions and address any concerns relating to 
this process. " 

The Open HOuse wtll be held on Monday, August 30th 2004; 
from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., at the Whitefish Falls 
Community Centre. 

For further information p,laass contact Lynn Moreau, Crown 
Land and Protected Areas Plannerat (705) 869-5166 or (705) 
869-1330. 

Renselgnements en fran~ls: DianeGibson au (705) 86E}.6470.
, . 

, . (i) 'Ontario 
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La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C218) 

Recreation and Resource Questionnaire 

Name: _ 
Address; _ 

Telephone: Email (optional) : _ 

1. Do you use access the conservation reserve using any of these trails? 

Wright's Lake Trall-from Lake Huron near Flat Point by water 
Red Deer Village Trail-off Boy of Islands Drive 
Heaven's Gate Trail-from Highway 6 or from the west 
Trails near Camp Manitou-access by water 
Snowmobile Trail from Moose Lake Road 
Snowmobile Trail from Fox Lake Road 
Snowmobile Trail from Bay of Islands Drive 
Other TrailS (please identify where these trails are on the map and how you 
use them) 

2.	 By which method do you use the trails mentioned above? Check all that apply? 

Hiking/Walking
 
Access by Boat
 
ATV Use
 
Snowmobiling
 
Horseback Riding
 
Mountain Biking
 
Cross-Country skiing
 
Hunting (Non-motorized)
 
Hunting (Motorized with ATV)
 
Dog sledding
 
Snowshoeing
 
Other (Please describe)
 

3.	 Are you familiar with any existing WATER-BASED trails, routes or access points 
within the boundaries of the conservation reserve? Explain which trails, routes you 
have used personally and mark them on the attached map. 



4.	 What lakes/rivers haveyou used for your activities? 
Florence Lake 
Alexander Lake 
Wright's Lake 
White's Lake 
Elbow Lake 
West Quartzite Lake 
North Channel 
Other (Please explain) 



5. Have you used (or do you have knowledge of someone else using) this area for any of ~ 
the recreational activities listed below? (Check all that apply). 

Air Sports E><ploring 
Kite-flying Caving 
Bunji jumping Bushwacking 

Hang gliding fishing 
Other Ice fishing 

Water Sports Bottom fishing/jigging 
Boating Trolling 
Canoeing fly-fishing 
Kayaking Collecting 
Inner tubing Collection of medicinal 
Rafting plants 
Snorkeling Beach combing 
Swimming/Bathing Berry picking 
Water skiing Mushroom picking 
Wind surfing Mineral panning 
Jet skiing 

Hunting/Trapping 
Snow Sports Large game mammal 

Cross-country skiing Small game mammal 
Dog sledding Waterfowl 
Downhill skiing Upland birds 
Snow boarding Trapping 
Snow shoeing (Other please specify) 
Snowmobiling 
Toboganning Ngtyre activities 
Other (Pleasespecify) Birdwatching 

Drawing/painting 
Camping Interpretation 

Beach activities Nature study 
Picnicking Photography 
Overnight camping Solitude 
summer Rela><ation/contemplation 
Overnight camping Other (please specify) 
winter 

E><ploring Climbing 
Backpacking Ice climbing 
Driving (for pleasure) Mountaineering 
flying 

(helicopter/plane) 
Orienteuing 
Trail bike riding 
Portaging 

6. What wildlife have you encountered within the boundaries of the conservation 
rese.r-ve.? 



7. Do you know of any special areas or features that should be protected within the 
conservation reserve? 

8. Do you know of any historical or traditional uses of the area? Please 
indicate the location of any such activities on the attached map. 

8. What, in your opinion, is the most significant feature of the site? 

9. Do you have any knowledge of any commercial or ecotourism uses occurring within the 
site? 

10. What is your ideal visionfor the management of this site? 

11. Doyou have any additional comments? 

Additional information (such as photographJ or letters) may be attached to this form; 
however, pleasenote that any photos/documents sent will not be returned unless 
specifically requested. All information provided Iscollected under the Freedom of 
InformationandProtection ofPrivacyAct (198n and personal information will retntlin 
confidential unless prior consent is obtained, 

Questions concerning this questionnaire should be directed t'o the individuals named below. 
Pleasesubmit this questionnaire no later than November, 1!5, 2004 to the MNR office or to 
Mr. Dennis Lendrum. 

Mr. Dennis Lendrum Lynn MOf'eGu, Crown Lands Planner 
President, Espanola Snowmobile Club Ministry of Natural Resources, Espanola MeG 
(705) 869-0164 (705) 869-5166 

IymmoreGu@?mnr.gov.on.ca 



Appendix G 

La Cloche Ridge Resource Management Plan C 218 
Public Review of Draft Background Document 

rhe Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) Is providing an opportunity for the 
general pUblic to review the Draft Background Document fOt' the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve. The purpose of this session is to encourage public review ot 
background information collected regardingthe conservation reserve. We are also 
seeking comments on Issuesot concern relating to the planning process for this 
conservation reseNe. . 

La Cloche Ridge ConservationReserve (C 218) was regUlated as a conservation 
reserve on October 20, 2001. A process Is now underway to develop a Resource 
Management Plan for land uses within the area. The goal of this plan will ultimately be 
to guide MInistry staff and the Planning Team in the management of the site by outlining 
the history, ecology, geology and land uses currently occurring within the Conservation 
Reserve. 

The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve encompasses4,004 ha of Crown land 
along the north shore of the North Channel of Georgian Bay, Lake Huron. " Is located 
apprOXimatelY 16 kilometres southwest of the Town of Espanola, In the Townships of 
McKinnon, Harrow and Mongowfn. 

The Draft Background Document will be made available for the general public to 
review at the MNR Offlce In Espano'a between February " 2005 and MafGh 3, 2005. 

Your opinion Is Important to us and aU written or verbal comments will be collected or 
recorded under the authority of the Public Lands Act. 

For further Information please Gontael Lynn Moreau, Crown Land and Protected 
Areas Planner at (70s) 869-5166. 

Comments and opinions which do not constitutepersonal Informationas delined by the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. will be shared wIthin the Ministry 
of Natural Resources, and may be included in study documentation that is made 
available for public review. Personal Informationwill remain confidential unless prior 
consent to disclose Is obtained. However, this information may be used by the Ministry 
of Natural Resourcesto seek public Input on otherprojects. Please contact Don Mark at 
(705) 564-7823 for more Informationon this matter. 

® Ontario 
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Information Centre
 
Public Review of the Draft Background Document 

La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 218) 
The 0ntM0 MInIRy of ........ ~ CMNRlIa providing .. opportunity far the ~ 
public to reviewthe drwft bIIokgnMInd doauInent for the ... Cloche RIdge ~ 

ReMfw. T1'le pwpoM oIlh1e-mn II to encacnge P'bIa revIeW Of~ ktfonnItIon 
~l~ the ~~W. _II8O..-kIng COI,_i_1ta an __ of 
c:onc-n I1IIdng to the pIamIng prooeA for ttW ~__ 

La CloCheRIdge ConwvatIon 
R..-ve (e 218) WM regulated 
...OClnMfVCion ,...". on 
0ct00Ir 20, 2001. 11 prooea 
II nowundIrway to ~ 
• ~ management plan 
for land u... within the ..... 
n. p of thII pilon WII 
ultimaW/y be to guide mlnlltry 
staff and the planning t.m 
In the ~ of the 
lite bV outlining the hlatorY. 
ecakJCW. ~ and lind u.­
Cl.tTW1IIY oocurmg WIthIn 
the CClnMrvaUon Raaerw. 

The La Cloche RIdge 
ConaervatIon ~ 
enconJpauaa 4,004 he diI 
CIqwn frd ~ the north Ihcn of the North Channel of Georgian Bay, L..IIke Huron.It .. . 
~ -wrolCillllltely 18 ~~ of the Town 01~ In !he Town8hIpI 01 
Mc:Knlon. ~ and MongowIn. '. • 

nw draft ~ doownenI_ ~ rrwde IMI,.,He 'PriM ~pubIoto ..... 
..... M,.. 0fIIce In ~ beNl.... ~ 1. 2001 and Marclft.. 2IOOIL 

Your opinion .. lrnpottant to III and all wrltten or YWMI coilImentII wit be con.ct.d or r-=orded 
undeI' the authortty of the PublIc UInc* Act. 

For fUrther Infanndon pi..- ContIIot a.,nn More.u. Crown Und and Protect.d ArN. 
Planner. 70S .. 81'" 

Commenta and gpInlona wt\IQh do not conatIMe peraonaJ Intonnatlon .. deIlned ~ the 
'FrMdot'nof InIotmtItIon wtd Protw;tIon 01PrtvecyAct (1987). will be MInd WIlhIn the M1n18lry 
of Natural ~ .nd IMY be InCludId In~ dclcluIMIltMlohU. Ie ~ avaIIIIblefar 
public re\MW. PelWoNl. information will /WI'lU'l oonfIcs.rrtJIII ~ prb' oonMnt to dIacIoM .. 
obtained. Howewr. ttlIa Infonn8tlon may be used by the MlnlRry of NatInI ~ to MIle 
public Input on ottlw PfOfeCta. 
Pour obtenIr d_ renMlgnernem. en franQaII. veUIJ.z communlquw awe Don Marte au 
(71)5)584·7360. . 



Appendix I 
EBR Registry Number: PB04E2005 Type of Posting: Policy 

Ministry: Natural Resources Status of Posting: Proposal 

Date Proposal Loaded: 2004/09/15 

Comment Period: 45 day(s) 

Written submissions may be made between September 15, 2004 and October 30, 2004. 

-------------0.
 
NOTICE OF PROPOSAL FOR POLICY 

© Queen's Printer for Ontario, 2004 

--------------------iU 

Proposal Title: 

Resource Management Planning for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve 

Short Description: 

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), Sudbury District, is developing a resource management plan 
(RMP) for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve to establish and provide policy direction for its 
protection and management. The resource management plan will recognize the significance of the 
conservation reserve as a protected area, promote responsible stewardship of the protected area and 
surrounding lands, and ensure that recreational activities will be able to continue within the conservation 
reserve without impacting the area's natural values. 

The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve is located approximately 16 kilometres southwest of 
Espanola, along the north shore of the North Channel of Lake Huron. The 4,004-hectare reserve protects 
a rugged ridge system of water-washed white quartzite bedrock with pockets of sandy glacial ground 
moraine. Exposed bedrock areas are sparsely covered by wind swept, fire origin white pine, red pine, 
jack pine and red oak. American beech, eastern hemlock, sugar maple, red maple, white birch and yellow 
birch are also commonly encountered in the conservation reserve. Several old-growth candidate forest 
stands as well as a variety oforchids and saprophytic flora are also protected by the conservation reserve. 
White-tailed deer, moose and black bears are common in the area. 

The conservation reserve encompasses several cold and warm water lakes, including a number of small 
acidified lakes. Lakes protected by the site include Elbow Lake, West Quartzite Lake, Wright's Lake, 
White's Lake, Alexander Lake and Florence Lake. The conservation reserve is nestled between existing 
provincial parks (La Cloche Provincial Park to the west and Killarney Provincial Park to the southeast) 
and is an important complement to the protected areas system of northeastern Ontario. 

Several groups have a vested interest in the conservation reserve: First Nations, recreational trail users, 
adjacent property owners, and tourism operators. The area is popular for hunting, fishing and trapping, 
for recreational camp activities and for both motorized and non-motorized trail use. The development of 
the resource management plan will recognize and respect Aboriginal and treaty rights as identified under 
the Canadian Constitution. 

A RMP is required to provide a sufficient level of planning to meet the management objectives set out 
for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. Management objectives which will be addressed during 



this planning process include permitted uses on conservation reserve land, trail use and development, 
public access to the conservation reserve, protection of existing natural, cultural and traditional values 
within the conservation reserve, and future sustainable management of wildlife and fisheries within the 
conservation reserve. 

The planning, management and the uses permitted within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve 
will be consistent with the MNR's strategic direction contained in the document "Beyond 2000" and will 
be consistent with the commitments of the Ontario's Living Legacy Land Use Strategy. 

Purpose of the Proposal: 

To establish and provide policy direction for the protection, planning, and management of the La Cloche 
Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

Other Relevant Information: 

A Terms of Reference is being prepared to guide the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve RMP 
planning process. Once approved, the Terms ofReference will be available for public review at the 
address listed below. 

Further information about the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve can be obtained from the Crown 
Land Use Policy Atlas and can be accessed via the web-link listed below. 

Other Public Consultation: 

Formal public consultation is planned to occur at three stages during the preparation, review and 
approval of the planning documents. Direct written notice of the intent to prepare this RMP will include 
First Nations, resource users, local and provincial interest groups, government agencies, landowners and 
members of the general public having an interest in the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. Persons 
not included in this initial mailing list, but who wish to be involved in the planning process, can request 
to have their names added to the list. Mailings will be sent out at each of the stages listed below and all 
comments received during the comment periods will be considered during the planning for this 
conservation reserve. Public notice will also be placed in local media (i.e., newspapers and radio) when 
each open house and/or public review period is being held. 

Opportunities for public involvement include: 

Stage I: Invitation to Participate / Public Open House Information Session - August 2004 

The Ministry held an information centre regarding resource management planning for the La Cloche 
Ridge Conservation Reserve on Monday, August 30, 2004 at the Whitefish Falls Community Centre. The 
purpose of this consultation opportunity was to inform the public of the commencement ofthe RMP 
process, to solicit background information and to further identify public issues of concern within or 
related to the conservation reserve. 

Stage II: Public review ofBackground Document/Management Options report - February 2005 

Stage III: Public review of Draft Resource Management Plan - March 2005 

Stage IV: Public inspection ofApproved Resource Management Plan - June 2005 



Note : Public Open Houses will be held at Stages I and III, with the possibility of an additional session at 
Stage II. 

Comments should be directed to the following Contact Person: 

Lynn Moreau, Crown Land & Protected Areas Planner
 
Information and Resource Management Section
 
MNR Sudbury District Office, 148 Fleming Street
 
Espanola, Ontario, P5E lR8
 
PHONE: (705) 869-5166 FAX: (705) 869-4620
 

Additional material in support of this notice is available by clicking the following 
hyperlink(s): 

http://crownlanduseatlas.mnr. gov.on.ca/htmls/C218.html 

All comments will be considered as part of the decision-making by the Ministry if they: 

a. are submitted in writing; 
b. reference the EBR Registry number; and 
c. are received by the Contact person within the specified comment period. 

Please Note: No acknowledgment or individual response will be provided to those who comment. All 
comments and submissions received will become part of the public record. 
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: Open House t·o Review ' . 
Refined Management Options
La'Cloche AI. Conservation R••rve (e 218), 
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Appendix L 

Options Choices Questionnaire 
Issues and Management Options Open House, Whitefish Falls 

March 8th 
, 2005 from 5 pm to 9 pm 

March 12th 
, 2005 from 1 prn to 4 pm 

Nsme:(piease prlnt) =-_~,....Msiling Address: (optlonal} _ 

CityfTown Postal Code: Phone: -----------
Ploa.. return this questionnaire to the MNR Office In Espanola by April 10, 2006, to Lynn Moreau, or to
 
any Planning Team member.
 
Please check the option you prefer. If you prefer neither oplion, check column 3. View the maps and the
 
document "Issues & Management Optlona" provided to assist you in making your choices.
 

ACCESSand PORTAGING OPTIONS·Refer to the Access Options Map 
1. These options are for the general public to access the La Cloche Ridge 
CR crown IlInda from Bay of Islands Drive In Whlteffsh Falls. QB. to portage 
from Freud Bay to Lake Huron. 

Support 
(YES) 

Do not 
support 
(NO) 

Unsure 

Option A: Maintain ONEaccesspointat Red DeerVillageTrail Association 
Trailhead on Bayof IslandsDrive(central part of Red DeerVillage). MNRwould 
not be uooradina or PfovidillQenhancements to this accessooint. 

OplionB: UPGRADE the Irailleading from the accesspoint at RedDeerVillage 
Trail Association Trailhead on Bay of IslandsDriveinto the Conservation Reserve, 
creating WINTER ONLY side trailson crown land(and ROVTA property) to 
minimize conflicts betweensnowmobiles and skiersand to increase safetyfor 
skiers 

OptionC: MNRto approach the RedDeerVillage TrailAssociation re: 
DONATiON or ACQUISITION of their privately owned parcel to become part ot 
the Conservation Reserve . MNRto maintain thisaccesspoint in partnership with 
the RDVTA as a onmarvaccess pointto the CR. 

Option 0 : MNRto approach private landowners on Lot 1 to acquire private land 
ACCESS corridor at the end ot Bayof IslandsDriveto become partat the CR. 
The locationwould be southot the current portage location (southat Frood 
Creek). No ATVaccesswouldbe permitted. No other accesspointswould be 
permitted. Thecorridor could become part of the CR. 

OplionE: Private landowners of lot 1to officiallyRELOCATE andDESIGNATE 
portage on private land and MNRto designate portion on crownland. (South ot 
Frood Creek). No accesswould be provioed into the CR but the right to portage 
from FreudBayto LakeHuronwouldremain. 

Option F: MNRto approach privatelandowners ot Lot 1 to acquire an 
EASEMENT at the currentportage location or a relocated portage location tor 
ACCESS into the CR. 
Option G: MNRto approach private landowners of LotI with possibility of a 
LEASE to buyoption at the current portage location or a relocated portage 
location tor ACCESS into the CR. 

Option I: A TRANSER or TRADEat portions at private property could take place 
between the RDVTA and the private landowner (with mutual permission) 
tacilitated by MNR. Accesstor the general publicwould be allowed through the 
southem portion ot Lot 1. The RDVTA propertywouldbecome private. Some 
stipulations couldapply. 

Do you have any other Ideas for acce..? 



2. The following options relate to the snowmobile trail exit from La Cloche 
CR to Bay of Islanda Drive. 

OptionA: Should an agreement for MNR purchase or lease on a portion of 
Lot 1, Can 1 be considered, snowmobiles travel throughthe existing portage 
route via Loop 2 onto Bayof Islands Drive, then tum north to exit the area via 
Freud Bay (the existing MNR land on the south sideof the road (580metresalong 
road). (Trail upgrades suchas widening to this trail would be necessary to 
authorize it as an official OFSC snowmobile route). 

OptionB: Should an agreement for MNR acqUisition of the RDVTAproperty 
be considered, .QB.1f agreement Is reached between RDVTAand OFSC, 
snowmobiles lravelthrough the Red DeerVillageTrail then onto Freud Bay via 
the existinaMNR land on the southside of the road 1203 metresalono roadl. 

OptionC: Should an agreement be reached with landowners of Lot 1, Con 1, 
snowmobiles (OFSCinduded) travel throughthe relocated portage via Loop 2 
then north along the road to the existingMNR parcel existing to Freud Bay (323 
metresalono roadl. 

OptionD: Snowmobiles travelthroughthe conservation reserve on the existing 
crown land trail which would be upgraded to OFSCstandards and wouldexit the 
CR through the northeast comerof Lot 1, Concession 1 through privateland 
through agreement with landowners of Lot 1, Con 1. (60metresof new trail in 
the CRl 

OptionE: Snowmobiles travel through the conservation resarve on new side trails 
constructed to OFSC standards (adjacent to current Red DeerVillage Trail) and 
exit the CR at the northeast cornerof Lot 1, Concession 1 through privateland, 
through agreement with landowners of Lot 1, Con 1. (significantly more than 
60 m of new trail in the CRl 
Do you have any other Ideas for snowmobile access? 

3. The followino oatlons relate to ATV use within the La Cloche CR. 

OptionA: (Statusquo) ATV use will be permitted along the RedDeerVillagetrail 
as far north as Florence Lakebut will not be permitted in any otherareasof the 
CR.The Florence Lake Trail will be retained as a motorized multi-use trail for ATV 
accessto Florence Lake's southern shoreline. 

Option B: ATV use Will be eliminated on all trails within the La Cloche CR. 

Option C: Change the usageof the Florence Lake Trail to a multi-use non-
motorized trail. MoveATV usageto the snowmobile trail with ATV use 
terminating at Florence Lake. 
Option D: Should motorized uses be permitted on portionsof Loop27 
Any other options for ATVuse? 

4. The following options relate to use of the Loop 2 area. In considering 
these options. siding and hiking :JIang with other non-motorized uses would 
rem:Jlnas a permitted use of this aru:J. (Refer to Bridge Infrastructure 
Poster) 

OptionA: Do not allow motorized uses (ATV's or snowmobiles) on any part of the 
Loop2 area. Maintain 8 bridgeacross FroadCreekat Locations A (Picnic table) 
and 8 for non-motorized uses focusinq on intensive cross country skiina 



oooortunities hikinoand mountain bikinQ on the existing loop trail. 

Option B: Motorized useswould be permitted in the entireLoop2 area. A bridge 
suitable for motorized usesat Locations A andB would be maintained through a 
stewardshio oartnershio. 

Option C: ATV usewould not be permitted in the Loop2 area. Snowmobiling 
would be permitted in this area. 

Option D: Snowmobiling would be permitted on a portion of Loop2 to provide 
access to Lake Huron via thewestern oortion of the existina Freud Bayportage. 
Do you have other options for the Loop 2 area? 

5. Allow crown land dlspo.ltlon within the conservation reserve for private 
andlor commercial use. Please specify which of thoe dl!Jpo:Jltlons you 
would sUDDOrf: 
Commercial tourism or ecotourlsm 
RNOrtsl1oc1QN 
Outfrtting servlcN 
Other commercial USN 
A,. the", IIny other commercial venturu you would like to ... con.ldervd? 

8. The following optJo~ relate to camping lind InfrNtructunJ developmenr. 
within tM La Cloche CR. 
Option A: Designate (andpossibly develop) campsites at appropriate locations 
within the conservation reserve and restrict camping to theselocations. Promote 
the concept of traceless camping at theselocations. Please indicate which sites 
youwould approvaJdisapprove of: 
South shoreof Alexander Lake 
South shoreof Florence Lake 
South shore of Wright's Lake 
LakeHuron ((selected sites) for kavakers/canoeists 
Horseshoe Lake 
Wriaht's Chimney 
A,. the,. other loc;)fJo~ whe,. dN/gnated campsite. should be p/3Ced? 

Option B: Develop, in partnership with local First Nations/community groups, a 
trail kiosklocated at the eastern entrypointto the Heaven's GateTrail and an 
additional kioskat the Alexander Creek crossing (Location D). The kiosk could 
educate on topics of exoticspecies introductions, trail ethics, safety, aboriginal 
history and natural resource values. 

Option C: Investigate and pursue, in partnership with local FirstNations or other 
usergroups, thedevelopment of additional infrastructure such as better 
directional signageto directpeople through trailsand to lookouts, creation of 
docks, picnic tables and/oroit orivies. 
Doyou have any other .uggeatlons for Infr3!Jtructuredeve/opmenr. within La Cloche CR? 



7. Do vou aQreeor dlsaaree with the followlna recommendations? 
Plan A: A trail strategy shouldbe developedas part of the Resource 
ManagementPlan to providea mechanismfor trail standards, maintenance, 
monitorina. rehabilitation and restoration. 

Plan B: Should zoning be used as a 100 to be considered in planning? See the 
Zoning concept map for the Conservation Reserve. 

Plan C: MNR should explore partnership opportunities with local First Nations or 
other user groups for stewardship-type agreementsfor the conservation reserve. 

Plan D: Commerciallourismlecotourism should only be permittedwithin specific 
zones of the CR after a thorough and detailed investigationof tourismoperation 
impactson natural resourcevalues. It would be SUbject to the Class EA for 
Provincial Parks and COnservation Reservesadministered through MNR. 

Plan E: MNR should explore partnership opportunities with First Nationsand 
other communityorganizations to provide and distributea trailbrochurefor La 
Cloche Ridgedetailing information on safety, trail ethics, low-tracecamping, 
speciesat risk, and the impacts of invasivespecies to be made availableat treil 
kiosks. 

Plan F: MNR should promotethe formationof a StandingAdvisoryCommittee 
made up of area stakeholders who would review future CR development 
proposalsto ensure they are evaluated with regard for environmental, cultural, 
First Nation and economicconcerns, 

Do you have any other general recommendations for u Cloche CR? 

8. The following opr/ons are In reganl to the ware~ of the Inland lakM and 
stream. such a. Rorence Lake, Wright'S Lake, Alexander Lake and Frood 
Creek. 
OptionA: To ensura the quality and quantityof the CR's water bodiesare 
protected, no water withdrawals (permitsto take water) or water level controls 
(dams)shouldbe permitted within the La ClocheCR. 
OptionB: To promotethe La ClocheCR as an area where peaceful activities 
predominate and to ensure continued protectionof water quality, personal 
watercraftand boatswill have horsepowerrestrictions. Existing boat caches will 
be monitoredby MNRon an annual basis to ensure that caches do not become 
problematic. 
Option C: No motorized watercraftwill be permitted within La ClocheCR. 

9. The following opr/ons are In regard to the dark skies of the La Cloche CR. 
OptionA: The dark skies component of this conservation reserveshouldbe 
protected by ensuringthat any infrastructure developedwithin the site follow 
lightingstandards developed in conjunction with other dark sky users in the 
province of Ontario. (see handout) 
10. The following options are In regard to New Trail Developments whhln La 
Cloche CR. 
OptionA: New Trail Developments should not be considered for any areasof the 
La ClocheRideeConservation Reserve. 
Option B: New Trails should be considered for the La Cloche RidgeCR. 
Option C: Proposals for new trail developments should be considered for some 
zones of Ihe La Cloche RidgeCR, and would be subjectto the Class EA for 
Provincial Porksand Conservation Reservesadministered throughMNR. 
Comments and opinions which donotconstitute personallnfonnatlon asdenned bytheFreedom of InfonnafJon ilnd Pro/ecflon of Pnvacy 
ACI, WIll beshared within theMinistry of Natural Resources, and may be Included In study documentanon that Ismade available lor pUOlic 
review. Personal Imormallon will remain confidential unless priorconsent todlscrose is obtamec. However, this Information may be used 
bythe MiniStry of Natural Resources to seek puonc Input onother projects. Pour obtenlr desrenselgnements en rran~ilis . veunez 
communlquer avec Diane Gibson at (705) 669-6470. 
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J-feuo S'takeholdel'9, 

Welcome to the first La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve Newsletter! A lot has 
happened since the meeting we had bade in 
August '04. The members of the 018 
Planning Team have met on numerous 
occasions and are pleased with the progress 
thus far. 

The Planning Team wanted to take 
the opportunity to invite you to be a part of 
the planning praceS!!, We'd also like to 
thank you for all of your input up until this 

point and encourage your continued 
support! 

D«nnlMrww: 
+	 Wllo', wllo mlhepWl7lmg leRm' 
+	 Wluat Iuu /urppenul ~o flUwith the lA ClOeM PlAtmin, 

TeJDfI? 
+	 ~"''her, IN lUI he4dul ire the p!RJtJJmg procnJ. . 

+	 IrnparftDlIdatn m4 i1l[rmrWimI reu-. inwlwd lDith 

tlv La Clo&/vRidgeCD~rt Raerw. 

:	 - I ­

•
•I
•
•••
 
..............................................................:
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La C(J,;{uZid'ge Cemsn-vatiDn 'R!smlf 018 ~Ve'WSU LLIf J"-71lJijry 2004

:	 I" a18~tf... J :
••: Lynn MoI'ellU MIIIt 
• Jody McHardy MNR 
: r.nJ.knsaji MIIIt 
• Dr. Mib Bouffard R&d Our Villa!l- Trail Assoc. 
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Appendix N-News Article 

Province proposes Conservation reserve 
conservation reserve 
Reserve covers 4.004 hectares proposed by province 

11CINDY LAUNDRV 

:u/fWriIer 

The . provincial 
go ve r n m e n t 
II looking at 

uming an area about 
1.004 hcetarel southwell 
If E5pan01a 1n10 a . 
:onscrvl tioo reserve; 
"CIlricriDg the u.ea in 
Nhat il being called 
he La Cloche Ridgc 
::onscrvationReserve. 

Lynn Moreau. crown 
.and and protected 
IIUI pllMer, said the 
I\mctioo of the cxcrc1ac 
II 10 preserve rhc natuBI 
'li billli whilc prnmoting 
;ecreariollIl acrividlll. 
"Wc' re althe bcaiJulini of. . 
lhc rlllOUI'CC management 
plan." 

The LaClochc Ridac 
Comervatioo Area ia 
locme! Ipproxima\A:1y 
16 IdlomC1rCl lOUthweat 
of Elpanola alOllg \he 
north shore of the Nortb 
Channel of Lake Huron 
and south of Mooac 
Lake, Moreau said. 
The La Cloche RidlO 
CoaacrvI\t1oo RCICf'IC II 
located In the geogtapbIc 
Townahlpa of Harrow 
&lid McKinnon, In the 
TOWI\lIhip of Sabllll­
Spanilb Riven . The 

weltCm boundaIy nmI 

throop Whlte'l .taU. 
The nortbcm boundary 
runl through Elbow Lake . 
andWealQuartzIte Lake. 
The IOUthern boundaIy 
it; thc North Cbumcl of 
GcOr1Pan Bay,and privl10 . 
1aDdIlieto the cut. . 

She laid "forcatty will 
not be .permitted, nor 
will mining be pennincd. 
Flslling and bunting 
wiD ItII1 be permitted." 
Moreau laid that \be 
rccrcalionaltraill will still 
be .cceIIible to hlkcn, 
croia-country Ikien. and 
snowmobllcn, "Witb thc 
cxception of At9T." 

MPPM1hi1JiO~ u1d 
.tbe ·prevtoiil~t : 
made a commitment to 

recognize there arc some 
area that might need 
protection. 

What ia happe¢nll 
now, especially with 
the proposed LaClocbc 
Ridac Conaerntloo Area, 
be said is the icplatioo 
of u.a Brown laid the 

. procca ia completing 
what the ~o~ 
governmenl baa done. 

"Thil il all part of 
thc Living Legacy and 
Landa for Lifc procca.." 

r;ont/nued on{»ge T 
Mid North Monitor- Wednesday. September J, 2004 - PQ(l 
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Whitefish Falls meeting draws good attendance
 
Trail association vows lo./ighl fur safe trail route, portage designation 

concerned aboul public porary measure" 10 pre- appointedover wli.atthe ber of the trail associa­ problem. Wedon't need
 
, access to the CIOWIIre­ ventprivatelandowncrs Ministryprovided,~ said lion. maybes, What will hap­

serve. amongother mat- in the area from pre- Bouffard, in reference Al a put MNRopen pen is that oneATV will
 

After 1l00d Itteu­ ten. ' venting public aocesa. to propoaa1& lbe MNR hOUSCl, members of the go into the wooda WId 
mceat 'I reeeul publie wWe a1Jo updated When they purchased made lboIJl thearea. public were given I make a mess and that 
.ecrina. the Red Deer , the community on \he the land, be continued, Boutranl maintlliDcd four-pagc questiol\llaire will reflect on everyonc 
iIlaBe Trail Auoci.. opIlII bou&ea put 011 by the lISsocitJion 11&0 thai' the aaaociition thai listed IlCCCSS and else," he stated. 
on (RDVl'A) sugCm the M1niltryof NalUra1 signed I covenant with would aWlil I report portage optiona for lbe Brunne saved his 
Js i, evidencetbat .... , Reaoureea (MNJl). We lhe MNR, establishing. from the MNR'a plan­ IIlClL moat scathing criticism. 
cidcnta Il'lI very coo­ alaoInfonnecl them that the land u a "multi-use 'Ding commiuee. Hesaid thalhe is con­ however, for the issue 
:rued about the future the Red Deer VillallC trail lCCCIIible. to the "If we're UIlhappy cc:mcd that the MNR of portage IICCCSS on 
r the La C~ Ridae' Travel AuociatiOll pro­ pubUc." wilh lhcir m:ommeoda- ia Ircatina the COIl5el'­ the reserve. Members 
oaacnatloa1leIerw; eeoted IoCCeII propoula ThIl group'a main liona, clearly tbb'e IIJ'C vation IfterVO like • of the RDVl'A want 

"Tbe'meednI weal wh1cb wen not put of complaint it that the \ega)optionI wa '*' try puk. in lenni of MNR . I soulh portage route 
ell. We Iwdwelf over tbc MNR'. JlICkaac," cxlItiDa paIh 1& "lOrtur- 10P'D'ue. TbiIe Ile a1Io llUideliDCI. Bnmnc IlIt ­ aboutlOOyardifrom
) people Inlaendance; Aid BouftinL QUI" to travel OIl IDd II option. invo1vina com- ed that \bi. appI'lllICb the IOCCU trail offi­
bill sbowa !be intceIt . "Tbcy're COIK:CIDCd DOl ~Iy . 'JnodpUblic 'DlllDlt)' Il:lion," hosaid. would limit new lXvCI­ cially dcs.lgnated IS In 
.It there lbolJl tbcIc: I~ in . thil , commlllllly, traU. Bou1I'ard alaled Bou1fanl., bowcrva. do- opmcnla, IIICb IS neW hiatoric: portage. Bnmnc 
Ie&," ••tA u;...~ Q,...f"_ "t"'C. ~_ • .,j • • • • _ . • • _ L _ _ .t,•. ' . ,. .. . 

'king traila, heinll said that be is awaiting
lid., :cd in thearea. inronnation from thc 
Iii 

~ede~ ~OV~I u;dI'WlJIC said members 
fOUJ • _.be I 
ll'WD DO March 19th In 1999, the group the reserve, 'The mom­ cal cornmlDlity. 11&0 ccmccl 
: tbe WhitefWI FalIl purcbucd I parcel of ben of the group are expressed their con­ the us.. _•••••• _ - ...._._J ""... ...-.....­~

ornmllDily COIIInl on land that was inlaIded alao concerned about cern aboul Ibe MNR's iI1Owmobilca beingpro­ IIId Oceans requesting 
aua related to future to provide lOCeu to \he lhe fulUre of • paNae Ipproll:h to the iUllea posed \lY lhc MNR. I rUling oil whether or 
:velopmcnt within the Crown reserve. The do­ area in the iOUlh end of raised.. "Wballhey're Illv­ DOl tbc land in queslioo
,nscrvatiOll reserve. cision, said Bouffard, \hereserve. "Who rcally know. ins ua are maybcl in sbouId be designated a 
be group is mainly Wll5 intended lISa "tern- wWe were very dis- whal they do with our the way of motorized porta&e. If it is, he said, 

qUClitionnaircs," c:om­ vehicle US8aO. They are the public would have 
mcnlcd Dan Brunne, telling iii that we can a righr to have il unob­
a residenl of Red Deer usc SDowmobilca or structed year-round. 
Villageandalso s mcm- ATVs,unliltbcy pose a 



Appendix P
 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 218)
 

Public Review of the Draft Background Document
 
Information Centre
 

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) is providing an opportunity for the general public to review the 
Draft Background Document for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. The purpose of this session is to 
encourage publlc review of background information collected regarding the conservation reserve. We are also 
seeking comments on issues of concern relating to the planning process for this conservation reserve. 

La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 218) was regulated as a conservation reserve on October 20, 2001. A 
process is now underway to develop a Resource Management Plan for land uses within the area. The goal of this 
plan will ultimately be to guide Ministry staff and the Planning Team in the management of the site by outlining the 
history, ecology, geology and land uses currently occurring within the Conservation Reserve. 

The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve encompasses 4,004 ha of Crown land along the north shore of the 
North Channel of Georgian Bay, Lake Huron. It is located approximately 16 kilometres southwest of the Town of 
Espanola, in the Townships of McKinnon, Harrow and Mongowin. 

The Draft Background Document will be made available for the general public to review at the MNR Office 
In Espanola between February 1, 2005 and March 3, 2005. 

Your opinion is important to us and all written or verbal comments will be collected or recorded under the authority 
of the Public Lands Act. 

For further information please contact Lynn Moreau, Crown Land and Protected Areas Planner at (705) 
869-5166. 

Comments and opinions which do not constitute personal information as defined by the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, will be shared within the Ministry of Natural Resources, and may be included in 
study documentation that is made available for public review. Personal information will remain confidential unless 
prior consent to disclose is obtained. However, this information may be used by the Ministry of Natural Resources 
to seek public input on other projects. Pour obtenir des renseignements en francais. veuillez communiquer avec 
Don Mark at (705) 564-7823. 

® Ontario 



Appendix Q 

La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 218)
 
Open House to Review Refined Management Options
 

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) is providing an opportunity for the general public to review an 
provide input on the refined management options for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 218) was regulated as a conservation reserve on October 20, 2001. 
Planning Team made up of members of the public and Ministry staff was struck to develop a Resource 
Management Plan for land uses within the area. The goal of the team is to develop a balanced management pl ­
based on history, ecology, geology and land uses that have occurred within the Conservation Reserve. 

The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve encompasses 4,004 ha of Crown land along the north shore of the 
North Channel of Georgian Bay, Lake Huron. It is located approximately 16 kilometres southwest of the Town of 
Espanola, in the Townships of McKinnon, Harrow and Mongowin. 

Information sessions are open to anyone who is interested. Your comments on the planning process and refined 
management options are important. Ministry staff and some planning committee members will be on hand to 
answer questions. 

An OPEN HOUSE will take place on two separate dates. 

Espanola Recreation Complex 
Meeting Room 
Tuesday May 31It, 2005 
7 prn to s pm 

Whitefish Falls Community Centre 
Saturday June 4th 

, 2005 
1 pm to 4 pm 

For further information please contact Lynn Moreau, Crown Land and Protected Areas Planner at (705) 
869·5166. 

Comments and opinions which do not constitute personal information as defined by the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, will be shared within the Ministry of Natural Resources, and may be included in 
study documentation that is made available for public review. Personal information will remain confidential unless 
prior consent to disclose is obtained. However, this information may be used by the Ministry of Natural Resources 
to seek public input on other projects. Please contact Don Mark at (705) 564-7823 for more information on this 
matter. 

® Ontario 



Appendix R-EBR Posting Public Review of Background Document 

EBR Registry Number: PB04E2005 Type of Posting: Policy 

Ministry: Natural Resources Status of Posting: Proposal 

Date Proposal Loaded: 

Comment Period: 30 day(s) 

Written submissions may be made between February 1, 2005 and March 3, 2005 

NOTICE OF PROPOSAL FOR POLICY 

© Queen's Printer for Ontario, 2004, 2005 

This notice was published on September 15, 2004 at the Invitation to Participate stage, with a 45 day 
review period. It was republished February 1st, 2005, at the Opportunity to Review the Background 
Document stage, and to provide an additional 30 day comment period. 

Proposal Title: 

Resource Management Planning for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve 

Short Description: 

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), Sudbury District, is developing a resource management plan 
(RMP) for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve to establish and provide policy direction for its 
protection and management. The resource management plan will recognize the significance of the 
conservation reserve as a protected area, promote responsible stewardship of the protected area and 
surrounding lands, and ensure that recreational activities will be able to continue within the conservation 
reserve without impacting the area's natural values. 

The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve is located approximately 16 kilometres southwest of 
Espanola, along the north shore of the North Channel of Lake Huron. The 4,004-hectare reserve protects 
a rugged ridge system of water-washed white quartzite bedrock with pockets of sandy glacial ground 
moraine. Exposed bedrock areas are sparsely covered by wind swept, fire origin white pine, red pine, 
jack pine and red oak. American beech, eastern hemlock, sugar maple, red maple, white birch and yellow 

, birch are also commonly encountered in the conservation reserve. Several old-growth candidate forest 
stands as well as a variety of orchids and saprophytic flora are also protected by the conservation reserve. 
White-tailed deer, moose and black bears are common in the area. 

The conservation reserve encompasses several cold and warm water lakes, including a number of small 
acidified lakes. Lakes protected by the site include Elbow Lake, West Quartzite Lake, Wright's Lake, 
White's Lake, Alexander Lake and Florence Lake. The conservation reserve is nestled between existing 
provincial parks (La Cloche Provincial Park to the west and Killarney Provincial Park to the southeast) 
and is an important complement to the protected areas system of northeastern Ontario. 

Several groups have a vested interest in the conservation reserve: First Nations, recreational trail users, 
adjacent property owners, and tourism operators. The area is popular for hunting, fishing and trapping, 



for recreational camp activities and for both motorized and non-motorized trail use. The development of 
the resource management plan will recognize and respect Aboriginal and treaty rights as identified under 
the Canadian Constitution. 

A RMP is required to provide a sufficient level of planning to meet the management objectives set out 
for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. Management objectives which will be addressed during 
this planning process include permitted uses on conservation reserve land, trail use and development, 
public access to the conservation reserve, protection of existing natural, cultural and traditional values 
within the conservation reserve, and future sustainable management of wildlife and fisheries within the 
conservation reserve. 

The planning, management and the uses permitted within the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve 
will be consistent with the MNR's strategic direction contained in the document "Beyond 2000" and will 
be consistent with the commitments ofthe Ontario's Living Legacy Land Use Strategy. 

Purpose of the Proposal: 

To establish and provide policy direction for the protection, planning, and management of the La Cloche 
Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

Other Relevant Information: 

A Terms of Reference has been prepared to guide the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve RMP 
planning process. The Approved Terms of Reference and minutes of meetings held to date are available 
for public review at the address listed below. 

After the "Public Information Session" Open House which was held in Whitefish 
Falls on August so", 2004, the planning team was selected and has held numerous meetings. The meetings 
included three formal round table discussion meetings and several field trips into the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve. 

Formal meetings up to this point have taken place at the Espanola Area MNR office . On the October 22,200 
meeting the planning team was identified, past events were reviewed and schedules were drafted for 
completion of the Resource Management Plan. Team availability and contact information was gathered in 
order to be made available to the public . The meeting on November 15th 

, 2004 brought new members and a 
discussion of the November 4, 2004 Open House held at Whitefish River First Nation . The Draft Backgrou 
Document was handed out for review by each planning team member. At the December 13,2004 meeting, the 
planning team welcomed two guest speakers; Will Kershaw, Management Planner for Provincial Parks in th 
Northeast Zone and Chuck Miller, Killarney Provincial Park Superintendent. Mr. Kershaw and Mr. Miller 
discussed the management plan that is currently in place at Killarney Provincial Park. Also during the third 
meeting; the draft newsletter was reviewed and edits were made to it as well as the Draft Background 
Document. 

Field trips were taken by members of the planning team in various areas of C21S to collect background 
information and to get a better idea of particular issues in specific areas. The field trips took place on Aug. 2 , 
Sept. 13 & 27, Oct. 12 & 17, and Nov. 9, 19 & 22. 

The Draft Background Document will be available for public review between February 1st and March 3,2004. 

A Newsletter for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve has been started and the first issue was released 
to everyone on the mailing list in late January. The mailing list is an ongoing project; although currently up to 
date, the list will continue to be open for additions and changes as they arise. 



Further information about the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve can be obtained from the Crown 
Land Use Policy Atlas and can be accessed via the web-link listed below. 

Other Public Consultation: 

Formal public consultation is planned to occur at four stages during the preparation, review and approval 
of the planning documents. Direct written notice of the intent to prepare this RMP included First Nations, 
resource users, local and provincial interest groups, government agencies, landowners and members of 
the general public having an interest in the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. Persons not included 
in this initial mailing list, but who wish to be involved in the planning process, can request to have their 
names added to the list. Mailings will be sent out at each of the stages listed below and all comments 
received during the comment periods will be considered during the planning for this conservation 
reserve. Public notice will also be placed in local media (i.e., newspapers and radio) when each open 
house and/or public review period is being held. 

The following is a summary of public consultation that has occurred to date: 

Stage I: Invitation to Participate / Public Open House Information Session - August 2004 

The following are the remaining opportunities for the public to participate in the planning process: 

Stage II: Public review of Background Document (February 15t to March 3, 2004) - this is the current 
opportunity 

Stage III: Open House: Public review of Issues and Management Options/Draft Resource Management 
Plan - March 2005 

Stage N: Public inspection of Approved Resource Management Plan - June 2005 

Note: Public Open Houses will be held at Stages I and III, with the possibility of an additional session at 
Stage II. 

Comments should be directed to the following Contact Person: 

Lynn Moreau, Crown Land & Protected Areas Planner
 
Information and Resource Management Section
 
MNR Sudbury District Office, 148 Fleming Street
 
Espanola, Ontario, P5E lR8
 
PHONE: (705) 869-5166 FAX: (705) 869-4620
 

Additional material in support of this notice is available by clicking the following 
hyperlink(s): 

http://crownlanduseatlas.mm.gov.on.ca/htmls/C218.htmI 

All comments will be considered as part of the decision-making by the Ministry if they: 

d. are submitted in writing; 
e. reference the EBR Registry number; and 
f. are received by the Contact person within the specified comment period. 



Please Note: No acknowledgment or individual response will be provided to those who comment. All 
comments and submissions received will become part of the public record. 

Appendix S-Authorized Trails Map 
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Appendix X-oFSC Map showing Proposed Relocation of Trail
 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C218) - D110 Relocation Options
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Appendix W-Don's Poster 

L ttJw 9l«1o/' 
378 tracts of land in Ontario are designated 

as protected areas. There are few if any 
that come close to the natural beauty and 

diversity of the La Cloche Ridge. 
JUST OVER 4-THOUSAND HECTARES, DOMINATED BY A RUGGED AND BEAUTIFUL RIDGE
 
SYSTEM. BREATHTAKING FOR ANY WHO VENTURE AND EASY TO SEE WHY IT HOLDS A
 

As of today there are four 
un-officialland points of entry 
along with 16 kilometres of 
shoreline of the north channel 
of Lake Huron. 

Intersected by the Heave". 
Gat. Trail , this main path 
opens the door to several 
inland lakes, surrounded by 
unique forests and landforms. 

Several multi-use trails can
 
be found within the area and
 
are used on a limited basis for
 
both recreation and hunting.
 

The area Is home to all
 
indigenous wildlife, some of
 
which are species a\ risk.
 

Issuea: 
• Access restrictions We invite you to Jill 
• Permitted uses-OFSC, atv's, hunting, fiShing, camping. out a questionnaire 
• Wildlife-Impact on habitat, Invasive species 

and read over the full • Enforcement-Rights of the crown and First Nations 
issues and • Planning, stewardship, environmental protection, needs 

VS. wants, new trails, new development. management 
• Liability Insurance, respect for private land owners, prior options document. 

commitments 

SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR FIRST NATIONS . 



Appendix X-Whitefish River First Nation Aboriginal Day 

La Cloche Ridge Information Session
 
Tuesday June 21, 2005
 

Whitefish River First Nation Aboriginal Day
 
FACT SHEET
 

Where is La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve? 
s: 

~	 La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve is located west of Whitefish Falls along Lake Huron's North
 
Channel. It is situated east of La Cloche Provincial Park.
 

General Information: 
~ First Nation communities in the area were informed of the invitation to participate in the planning process 

for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve in the summer of 2004 through contact by letter and 
telephone. 

~ The Whitefish River First Nation continues to be involved in the preparation of the Resource Management 
Plan for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. Esther Osche, Lands Manager, has been 
designated by the Whitefish River First Nation as a representative on the Planning Team. She has been 
contributing meaningfully to the planning team meetings since the inception of planning in September of 
2004 and has also attended several site visits within the reserve area. If you have additional questions 
about the process please contact Esther at (705) 285-4335. 

~ The Whitefish River First Nation asserts that the lands being discussed in the Resource Management 
Planning process for C 218 are part of the lands that were reserved to the Ojibwa's of Whitefish River 
under the Robinson-Huron Treaty of 1850 and a land claim has been filed in this respect. 

~ The Ontario government is in the process of reviewing the land claim, and has stated that designation of 
the area as a Conservation Reserve is not irreversible and would not preclude consideration of those 
lands, if appropriate, in future claim negotiations or settlement. 

~ The Whitefish River First Nation has expressed they would not support development or use of the Loop 
area because this area falls into the land claim catchment area. Support has been expressed by the First 
Nation to map and relocate the Aubrey Portage to facilitate safe travel for the general public. 

Appendix V-Questionnaire for Whitefish River FN Community Members
 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 218)
 

Questionnaire for Whitefish River First Nation Community Members, June 21, 2005
 

Please help us by filling out this questionnaire on the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. Plee! 
return to Lynn Moreau at the MNR by July 21, 2005. 

Comments and opinions which do not constitute personal information as defined by the Freedom 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, will be shared within the Ministry of Natural Resources, a 
may be included in study documentation that is made available for public review. Personal information 



will remain confidential unless prior consent to disclose is obtained. However, this information may be 
used by the Ministry of Natural Resources to seek public input on other projects. 

Name: .Address: _
 

Phone Number: _
 

Would you like to be added to our mailing list? Yes No_
 

1.	 Is there any additional information the planning team should consider before preparing 
the Draft Resource Management Plan for the La Cloche Ridge area? 

2.	 Do you have any comments regarding the Planning Team's recommendations for the 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve? 

3.	 Are you aware of any customs, practices and traditions of your community that have 
occurred within the La Cloche Conservation Reserve? What are these customs and 
where do they normally take place? 

4. Do you know of any specific sites that require protection (medicinal plants, species at 
risk? If so, where? 



5.	 There is a proposal to construct a new trail in the southeastern part of the conservation 
reserve for snowmobiling (OFSC). Do you agree with this concept? 

6.	 Do you have any other comments regarding the La Cloche Ridge Conservation 
Reserve? 

Thank you for filling out this questionnaire. Future public consultations for the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve are scheduled to take place in July of 2005. We will make your community 

aware of such opportunities. Chi-meegwetch! Questions concerning the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Area or this questionnaire should be directed to: 

Lynn Moreau, Crown Land and Protected Areas Planner
 

Ministry of Natural Resources
 

149 Fleming Street
 

Espanola, ON. P5E 1R8
 

(705) 869-5166
 



Appendix Z-Questionnoire for S090mok Anishnowbek Community Members 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 218) 

Questionnaire for Sagamok Anishnawbek Community Members, June 10, 2005 

Please help us by filling out this questionnaire on the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. Please 
return to Lynn Moreau at the MNR by July 11, 2005. 

Comments and opinions which do not constitute personal information as defined by the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, will be shared within the Ministry of Natural Resources, and 
may be included in study documentation that is made available for public review. Personal information 
will remain confidential unless prior consent to disclose is obtained. However, this information may be 
used by the Ministry of Natural Resources to seek public input on other projects. 

Name:	 Address: _ 

Phone Number:	 _ 

Would you like to be added to our mailing list? Yes No_ 

General: 
1.	 Have you ever been to the area identified as the La Cloche Ridge Conservation 

Reserve? If so, what have you done there and where have you been? 

2.	 Are you aware of any customs, practices and traditions of your community that have 
occurred within the La Cloche Conservation Reserve? 

3. Do you know of any specific sites that require protection? If so, where? 

Heaven's Gate Trail (Kitchitwaa Shkwandeem) 
3.	 Are you familiar with the Heaven's Gate Trail that begins at Fort La Cloche and runs 

east through La Cloche Provincial Park and La Cloche Ridge Conservation reserve? 
If so, do you think that residents of Ontario from outside Sagamok should be permitted 
to access the Heaven's Gate Trail from Sagamok ? 



4. Would you be interested in becoming part of a stewardship group to take care of the 
Heaven's Gate Trail through activities such as trail clearing, marking and maintenance? 

Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife 
5. The La Cloche area contains a number of lakes including Wright's Lake, Alexander 

Lake, Florence Lake, White's Lake, Elbow Lake and Horseshoe Lake. Have you ever 
visited any of these lakes? If so please describe which lakes you have been to and 
what you did there? 

6. Are you aware of any trapping, bear hunting or other hunting taking place within the La 
Cloche area by community members? Describe. 

7. What types of wildlife or bird species have you observed within the La Cloche area? 
Are there any special plant species or areas you think should be protected? 

8. Do you know of any boat caches within the conservation reserve area? If so, where are 
they located? (Please mark on attached map). 

9. Do you or do you know of any community members who use ATV's within this area? 
How do they access this area with ATV's? Are you for or against ATV use being 
permitted in the conservation reserve? 

Commercial Uses 
10. Do you think any commercial uses should occur within the conservation reserve area? 

Do you or any community members carry out commercial activities in the conservation 
reserve? If so, for what purpose? 

Trails 
11. Do you think any new trails should be permitted within the La Cloche conservation 

reserve area? If so, where? 



12.There is a proposal to construct a new trail in the southeastern part of the conservation 
reserve for snowmobiling (OFSC). Do you agree with this concept? 

13.One suggestion to planners was to create a trail, along the Lake Huron shoreline, from 
Fort La Cloche to Heaven's Gate trail in the Conservation Reserve. Do you agree 
with this concept? 

Issues 
14.Are there any issues that may be of concern to you regarding the La Cloche Ridge 

conservation reserve? 

15.Would you be interested in being on a volunteer committee (Standing Advisory 
Committee) that would be responsible for providing recommendations for future 
management of the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve? 

Thank you for filling out this questionnaire. Future public consultations for the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Reserve are scheduled to take place in July of 2005. We will make your commun ity 

aware of such opportunities. Chi-meegwetchl Questions concerning the La Cloche Ridge 
Conservation Area or this questionnaire should be directed to: 

Lynn Moreau, Crown Land and Protected Areas Planner 

Ministry of Natural Resources 

149 Fleming Street 

Espanola, ON. P5E 1R8 

(705) 869-5166 
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Appendix A-4
 
La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 218)
 

Open House to Review Draft Resource Management Plan
 

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) is providing an opportunity for the general public to review the 
Draft Resource Management Plan for the La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve. 

La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve (C 218) was regulated as a conservation reserve on October 20,2001 . 
Planning Team made up of members of the public and Ministry staff was struck to develop a Resource 
Management Plan for land uses within the area. The goal of the team is to develop a balanced management plan 
based on history, ecology, geology and land uses that have occurred within the Conservation Reserve. 

The La Cloche Ridge Conservation Reserve encompasses 4,004 ha of Crown land along the north shore of the 
North Channel of Georgian Bay, Lake Huron. It is located approximately 16 kilometres southwest of the Town of 
Espanola, in the Townships of McKinnon, Harrow and Mongowin. 

Information sessions are open to anyone who is interested. Your comments on the Draft Resource Management 
Plan are important. Ministry staff and some planning committee members will be on hand to answer questions. 

An OPEN HOUSE will take place on two separate dates. 

Espanola Recreation Complex Red Dog Tavern, Whitefish Falls 
Meeting Room Sunday July 31- ,2005 

From 7 pm to 9 pm Monday July 25th, 2005 
From 6 pm to 9 pm 

For further Information please contact Lynn Moreau, Crown Land and Protected Areas Planner at (705) 
869·5166. 

Comments and opinions which do not constitute personal information as defined by the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, will be shared within the Ministry of Natural Resources, and may be included in 
study documentation that is made available for public review. Personal information will remain confidential unles 
prior consent to disclose is obtained. However, this information may be used by the Ministry of Natural Resources 
to seek public input on other projects. Please contact Don Mark at (705) 564-7360 for more information on this 
matter. 

Disponible en francais 

® Ontario 
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Draft Management Plan Open House
 
Join the planning team for the official release
 

Monday July 25th 
6-9 pm at the 

Espanola 
Recreation c enter 

unday uly 31 st 
7 - m t th 
e og Tavern 
Whitefish Falls 



Appendix A-7 

Ministry of Natural Resources ~ Ontario 
CROWN LAND USE POLICY ATLAS· POLICY REPORT 

C218 

L.tClocM~ 

IDENTIFICA TION: 
10: C218 
Area Name: La Cloche Ridge 
AnN!(ha): 4,004 
Dalgnatlon: Con.ervatlon Re.erve (Ontario'. Living Legacy) 
MNR Dt.trlc1(I): Sudbury 

DESCRIPTION: 
This conservation reserve in Site District 5E-3 is dominated by a rugged ridgesystem, running easllwestand 
facingsouth on the North Channel . The landform is a water washed quartzite bedrock with pocketsof sandy 
glacialground moraine. The ridge lops rise dramatically above the NorthChannel of Georgian Bay.Exposed areas 
are sparsely coveredby open grown, wind swepl, fire origin,WhitePinewith Red Pine,Jack Pine and Red Oak. 
Standsof SugarMaplewith American Beechoccupy lowerslopeswhere soilsare deeper, close to the North 
Channel shoreline. The area contains three lake trout lakes:Alexander, Florence and Wrights lakes. A numberof 
small acidified lakes occur within the ridge system. This roadless area containsa hiking trail linkingLa Cloche 
Provincial Pan< to the east to the Highway 6 corridor. The openforestwith viewsof quartzite ridges and rugged 
relief make this a highly scenicareaas viewed from the smallcraft cruising the NorthChannel. 

This area is located within the GreatLakes Heritage Coast Signature Site,one of 9 suchareas featured in the 
Ontario's LivingLegacyLand Use Strategy (1999). Signature Sitesare identified for theirrangeof natural and 
recreational valuesand their potential to contribute to future recreation and tourism. 

The area is popular fOf hunting, fishing, commercial tourism, motorized (ATV, snowmobile) and non-motorized trail 
(La Cloche Traa) use. 

La Cloche Ridge was regulated as a conservation reserve on Octber20, 2001. 

LAND USE INTENT: 
The landuse intentwill be to proted the natural heritage valuesof this area. 

Management of this area is alsogoverned by the general policies contained in the Land Use Strategy (1999). 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION: 
Those usesand management activities not listed in the following tableare governed by existing conservation 
reserve policy. Over time the management direction will be elaborated in a Statement of Conservation Interest or 
Resource Management Plan. Any new uses, and commercial activities associated with conservation reserves, will 
be considered on a case by casebasis, and they musl pass a lest of compatibility to be acceptable. 
Compatibility is normallydetermined through a planning process. 

ACTIVITY PERMITTED GUIDELINES 

Commercial Activities 

Aggregare Extraction No 

Bait FIshing 
Existing use permitted to continue, unless there are Exlsling: Yes 
significant demonstrated conflicts. New operations N6W: Mavbe 
can be considered, subject to the "test of 
compatibility". 

Commercial Fishing 

Exlsling: Yes Existing use permitted to continue, unless there are 
N6W: Maybe significant demonstrated conflicts. New operations 

can be considered, SUbject to the "test of 

http://crownlandusoatlu.mnr.gov.on.~ 
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Ministry of Natural Resources	 ® Ontario 
CROWN LAND USE POLICY ATLAS - POLICY REPORT 

C218 

La ClocheRidge U"wtod: Januilry 1IS, 2fJ(U 

compatibility". 

Commercial Fur Harvesting 

Ex/stlng: Yes Existing use permitted to continue, unless there are 
New: Maybe significant demonstratedconflicts. Existing trap 

cabins can continue; new cabins are not permitted. 
New operationscan be considered, subject to the 
"test of compatibility". 

Commercial Hydro Development No 

Commercial nmber Harvnt No 

Commercial Tourism 
Exlatlng: Yes Existing authorizedfacilities can continue, unless 
New: Maybe there are significant demonstrated confticts. New 

tourism facilities can be considered during the 
planning for an individual reserve. 

• Bear Hunting by Non-res/den" (guided) 
Existing: Yes Existingauthorizedoperations permitted to 
New: No continue. Newoperations not perrnilled. 

- - - - ­ -- - - - - - ---­ - --­ - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ ._ ­ ---­
• OutfittIng Services 

Existing: Yes Existingauthorizedoperations permittedto 
New: Ma'jbe continue. New operations can be considered 

during the planning for an individual reserve. 

•	 Outpost Camps 
Exlatlng: Yes Existingauthorizedoperations permittedto 
New: Maybe continue. New operations can be considered 

dUring the planning for an individual reserve. 

• RfMlorul1odges 
Exlatlng: Yes 
New: Maybe 

EnerQY Transmission and Commun/~tlons Corridors 

Existing:	 Yes 
New:	 No 

Food HtJrvestlnQ (Commercial)
 

Ex/stlnQ:
 
New: 

Minerai exploration 3nd No 
Development--- _._ - -- - --- ­
Peat Extmctlon	 No 

Existingauthorizedfacilities permittedto continue. 
New facilities can be considered during the 
planning for an individual reserve 

These facilities should avoid conservation reserve 
lands wherever possible. 

Wild Rice Harvestlng 
Existing: Yes 
New: Maybe 

Land and Resource Management Activities 

http://crownlilnduseatlils.mnr.gov.on.cal	 P3ge2of4 
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Ministry of Natural Resources ® Ontario 
CROWN LAND USE POLICY ATLAS· POLICY REPORT 

C218 
La Cloche RIdge Updated: January 16, 2004 

Crown Land D/$poslrlon 

Private U5e: 
Commen:lal Use: 

Sale of lands is not permitted, except for minor 
dispositions in support of existing uses (e.g. 
reconstruction of a septic system). Renewals of 
existing leases and land use permits are 
permitted. Requests for transfer of tenure will be 
considered in the contextof the Statement of 
Conservation Interest or Resource Management 
Plan. New leases or land use permits permitted 
for approved activities. Tourism facilities can apply 
to upgrade tenure from LUP to lease . 

Fire Suppression Yes Fire suppression policies are similar to adjacent 
Crown lands, unless altemative fire policies have 
been developed through a planning process. 

F/$h Hablfllt Management Maybe 

F~h Stocking Maybe Conservation Reserves policy indicates that 
"feal\lred species management" may be permitted. 

Insectld/$ease Suppression Maybe 

Inventory!Monltoring Yes 

Prescribed Burning Maybe 

Roads (Resource Accea) 

ex/$tIng: Yes Existing roads can continue to be used. Continued 

New: Maybe use will include maintenance and may incl ude 
future upgrading. New roads for resource 
extraction will not be permitted, with the exception of 
necessary access to eXisting forest reserves for 
mineral exploration and development. 

Vege~t1on Management	 Conservalion Reserves policy indicates that 
Featured Species Management and Natural 
Systems Management may be permitted. 
Vegetation management can be cons idered in a 
planning process. 

-

- - _._­ - - --_._­ - - - - - - - -
Wildlife Population Management-- - _. - -=------­ - - - -

Sclenc , Education and H rltage Appreciation-_. . . ._. .__. 
Collecting	 _ _N_o _ ---_. ._ - ­
Historical Appreciation Yes-,-_ ._-­
Nature Appreciation Yes 

Photography and Painting Yes 

Resean:h Yes 

Wildlife Viewing	 Yes 

Recreation Activities and FacilitIes 



Ministry of Natura1Resources ® Ontario 
CROWN LAND USE POLICY ATLAS - POLICY REPORT 

C218 

Lt Cloche Ridge Updated: January 18, 20CU 

All Terrain Vehicle U,e 
On Tr3/,.: Yes Existing use permitted to continue where it does 

Off Tra/,.: No not adversely affect the values being protected . AN 
use off trails is not permitted, except for direct 

- - - retrieval of game . - - - -­- --

Campgrounda Maybe 

Food Gathering Yes 

Hornback Riding (trail) Yes Existing use on trails permitted . 

Hunting Yes 

__

Mountain Bike U,e 

Motor Boat Use 
Commercial: _ --..ertY,.,3te""',.....' 

Non-motorized Recreation Travel 

Yes ._ - -

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

. 

Existing use on trails perm itted. ------". 

_ 

Private Recreation Camps (Hunt Camps) 

Exl,tlng: Yes 
New: No 

Existing camps permitted to continue, and may be 
eligible for enhanced tenure, but not purchase of 
land. 

Rock Climbing Maybe 

Snowmobiling 
YesOn Trill,.: Except for the direct retrieval of game. 

- - ~ ._ - 0"Trails:- - ­ - - _.__ .. 
No 

Sport F/,hlng Yes --------.­
Trail Development 

Ex/,tlng: YA!'> Development of trails for a variety of activities (e.g. 
New: Mavbe hiking , cross-country skiing , cycling , horseba ck 

riding, snowmobiling) can be considered as part -of 
planning for an individual reserve . 

Nota: The policies outlined in this lable do not supersedeany Aboriginal or treaty rights that may exist, or other legal obligations. 

Management of this conservation reserve is carried out within the contextof Conservation Reserve policy as 
amended by the policies fOf new conservation reserves outlined in the Ontario's Living LegacyLand Use Strategy. 

In oddition to provincial ond regional policies, the following localpolicies will applyto the manaqernent of the 
following [LakeTrout/Tourism] Lakes... 

SOURCE OF DIRECTION: 
Ontario's Living Legacy Land UseStrategy (1999) 
Espanola District Land Use Guidelines (1983) 
Conservollon Reserves Policy (1997) 

EXPLANA TION OF EDITS : 
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Appendix A-a
 

Photos of Open House Consultation 
Sessions 

1. Invitation to Participate 
Whitefish Falls Community Centre 



2. Issues and Management Options 
Whitefish Falls Communit Centre 






