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Approval Statement

We are pleased to approve this Statement of Coasenvinterest (SCI) for the Mudcat Lake
Forest Conservation Reserve (C160).

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is locatdeicodistrict 5E-6 approximately 15 km

north of Sturgeon Falls between Clear Lake RoadHiglway 64 (Figure 1). The boundary of
the conservation reserve is located in the geograptvnship of Field within the Corporation of

the Municipality of West Nipissing in the Distriatf Nipissing (Figure 2). Part of the

conservation reserve borders Mudcat Lake to thehsand Highway 64 to the north. The
conservation reserve is known to encompass signifiife science values. A forest community
of mixed deciduous and coniferous vegetation dotemthe area.

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is one/8friw protected areas approved through
Ontario’s Living Legacya land use strategy aimed, in part, at compledngario’s system of
parks and protected areas.

During the Lands for Life planning process the public was widely consulted arovided
valuable input into what becan@ntario’s Living LegacyComments received during that time,
and during consultation related to the forrRaiblic Lands Actegulation of the boundaries of
this conservation reserve were generally suppodivbe protection of this area.

Stakeholders who expressed an interest in the iplgrof this site were also notified regarding
the draft SCI and given a two week review periody Aomments, including input from previous
consultation, were considered in the finalizatidnttos document. There was limited interest
expressed by the public during the review of theftd8Cl. No new issues have been identified.
This SCI was also reviewed by MNR staff.

This SCI provides guidance for the management efcinservation reserve and the basis of the
ongoing monitoring of activities. More detailed efition is not anticipated at this time. Should
significant facility development be considered ammplex issues arise requiring additional
studies, more defined management direction or apgebtection measures, a more detailed
Resource Management Plan will be prepared withpiiilic consultation.

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is manageter the direction of the District
Manager and the Tomiko Area Supervisor, North Bastriat, Ministry of Natural Resources.
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1.0 Introduction

The purpose of this Statement of Conservation éste(SCI) is to identify and describe the
values of the Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Resdihe SCI also outlines the activities that
occur within the conservation reserve and provgigdelines for the management of current and
future activities in the context of protecting tinatural, social and cultural values of the
conservation reserve. A SCI is prepared under titboaity of Procedural Guideline A —
Resource Management Planning (PL. Procedure 3)03.05

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is a 33fates parcel of Crown land located
southwest of the Sturgeon River, approximately dbrorth of Sturgeon Falls. The boundary of
the conservation reserve is located in the geograptvnship of Field within the municipality of
West Nipissing (figure 1). The mixed deciduous andiferous forests provide optimal habitat
for a variety of wildlife and thus recreational himg opportunities within the conservation
reserve.

Conservation reserves are established by regulataier thePublic Lands ActMudcat Lake
Forest Conservation Reserve was established byri@rRagulation 313/02, under authority of
the Public Lands Ac(O. Reg. 805/94) on December 7, 2002. The plananeg for this SCI is
the regulated boundary of the conservation reserve.

1.1 Planning Context

Ontario’s Living Legacy Land Use Strategsas approved in 1999. The objectives of ltiaad
Use Strategwre to complete Ontario’s system of protectedsanescognize the land use needs of
resource-based tourism industry; provide forestmning and resource industries with greater
certainty around land and resource use; and enhiamceng, angling and other Crown land
recreational opportunities. Mudcat Lake Forest @oregtion Reserve was created as part of the
expansion of protected areas.

Conservation reserves protect natural heritage egalan public lands, while permitting
compatible land use activities. By allocating this®ls to the parks and protected areas system
through regulation, the province has ensured aiceltvel of permanence by distinguishing the
conservation reserve and its values from the laggereral use or more extensively managed
landscape. In addition, the conservation resematsral features are, and will be available for
present and future generations to enjoy and explore

Ontario’s Living Legacy Land Use Strate@¥999) outlines the general land use policy and
management direction for new conservation reseivash new conservation reserve will have a
planning document, either a SCI or, in more comgigxations, a Resource Management Plan,
that details site-specific management direction.

Comments received during theands for Lifeprocess, and during consultation related to the
formal regulation of the boundaries of this site@vgenerally supportive of the establishment of
this area as a conservation reserve. Stakeholdevseewpressed an interest in the planning were
notified regarding the draft SCI and given a twoelweeview period where the draft was made
available. Any comments, including input from p@w consultation, were considered in the
finalization of this document. There was limitedeirest expressed by the public during the
review of the draft SCI. This SCI was also revievogdVINR staff.



Although more detailed direction is not anticipatat this time, should significant facility
development be considered or complex issues aegairmg additional studies, more defined
management direction or special protection measw@weanore detailed Resource Management
Plan will be prepared with full public consultation

1.2 Background Information

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is a mibe@itluous and coniferous forest southwest
of Highway 64 and 15 km north of Sturgeon Fallse Hite formerly in Ecodistrict 5E-5 (Hills,
1959) now falls within Ecodistrict 5E-6 (Crins, Z)0n the revised version of Hills original Site
Regions and Districts. The conservation resengaiisounded by patent and Crown land. Part of
the southern portion of the conservation reservieoislered by the northern shore of Mudcat
Lake (figure 1). This 396 hectare area was protect®rder to preserve the valuable life science
features and wildlife habitat associated with the.sThe area can be accessed at the northern
portion of the conservation reserve which is adjace Highway 64, though there are no trails
leading into the protected area. There is a ttdth@eastern portion of the site, however thig tra
is gated, and signed as no trespassing, as iteg@ss/ate land before entering the conservation
reserve.

The following chart summarizes administrative imi@ation for Mudcat Lake Forest
Conservation Reserve:

Name and OLL ID Number Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve (C160)

Ecoregion/Ecodistrict (Hills, 1959; Crins, 2000) 5E (Georgian Bay), 5E-6 (Tomiko)

OMNR Administrative Region/District/Area Northeast Region/North Bay District

Tomiko Area
Total Area (ha.) 396
Regulation Date December 7, 2002 (O. Reg. 805/94)
Township(s) Field, now Municipality of West Nipissing
Nipissing First Nation — area of interest — throtig
First Nations Robinson Huron Treaty
OBM map sheets 2017 5800 51400 — 2017 5700 51400
Topographic Map Name/Number Sturgeon Falls 31 L/5
578,000 m E

UTM coordinates 5,148,000 m N




Approximately 15 km north of Sturgeon Falls. Site
contains mixed deciduous and coniferous forestrd s
no known access to the site. However, the northnerst
General Location, Description, Access portion of the conservation reserve borders High@y
As well, there is a trail within conservation reser
boundaries that originates from a gated entranzéal
on private land from Highway 64.

1.3 Goals

The goals of this SCI are:

* To provide background information.

* Toidentify and describe the values of the condewmaeserve.

» To provide guidelines for the management of curgerd future activities while protecting
natural, social and cultural heritage values.

1.4 Objectives

The following objectives are identified as a me@mnachieve the above-stated goals.

» To describe the state of the resource with resppecaitural heritage values and current land
use activities.

* To manage the conservation reserve to protectntiegrity of its natural values via specific
guidelines, strategies and prescriptions.

* To meet planning requirements by addressing theagement intent of the conservation
reserve and addressing planning and managemerg.need

* To create a public awareness of the values withén donservation reserve and promote
responsible stewardship of the protected area g¢fwpartnerships with local stakeholders.

» To determine long-term management goals of the exwation reserve by identifying
research, client services and marketing strategies.

» To identify scientific values on the site in retatito provincial benchmarks and identify the
necessary monitoring and/or research to maintanrtiegrity of those values.

» To provide direction to evaluate new uses or ecaamantures through the application of a
Test of Compatibility(Procedural Guideline B) - Land Uses - PL. 3.03 @ppendix 1).

15 Representation

The following table provides a summary of the Bi@ence, earth science and cultural heritage
values, as well as recreational opportunities.

Life science representation:

15 forest communities and 4 wetland types lyingalling water-laid lowlands broken by bedrock owojgs
The following landform types and vegetation asdomis are found (Merchaset al, 2003):

e Lacustrine and weakly broken ground moraine witkedideciduous and coniferous vegetation
»  Fairly even split between deciduous and conifeforesst

« Deciduous forest approaching northern limits ofdtisge

*  Approximately 50% of the site contains candidatesofd growth forest

< Balsam fir, white birch and poplar are the thregéat stands within the site

*  White birch, fir, spruce, maple and cedar are foondlat sedimentary deposits

«  Fir, yellow birch and cedar are found on low rafligravelly moraine deposits




e Sensitive lichen and moss species are present

* Presence of mast trees such as oak which produtszatary and overstory fruit

» Acorns are valuable source of nutrition for deerais and wood ducks

« Presence of hemlock provides excellent winter céwethe strong deer and moose population
« Moose feed on favored aquatic vegetation

* Small wetland areas present near Mudcat Creekrdnddries

e Wetland includes cedar swamp, black spruce bogpsfen and a few open water marsh areas
« Site is fairly remote, well buffered and has lirditeccess

Earth science representation:

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve lies o ilden Lake and Nepewassi domains of the Centrediss
Belt of the Grenville Structural Province. The aigaharacterized by water-laid lowlands interspénsith rugged
bedrock outcrops. The rock type is predominanthfite gneiss derived from greywackes and immatarelstone.
The surficial layer is made up of flat sedimentdeposits and low rolling gravelly moraine deposiktsch range in
size from gravel to silty sands (Kristjansson, 2003

Cultural heritage values:

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve was ideatis having high potential heritage areas withésite (sed
section 2.3). The conservation reserve is in tha af interest for the Nipissing First Nation. Mamedepth researc
concerning cultural heritage values has not beempteted to date.

Recreational opportunities:

The site offers limited recreational opportunitikke the restricted access to the site. Huntingpaayrand nature
appreciation activities such as bird watching, igkiwildlife photography and viewing can be carnwthin the
conservation reserve (Sheppard, 2002).

1.6 Survey Work

The following table provides an overview of invemés completed, their level of detail, and any
further inventories that are required.

Survey Level Life Science Earth Science Cultural Recreational
First Nations
Reconnaissance Interviews,
1998 & 2003, | Sheppard, C.,
Merchant, B.| Kristjansson, Native 2002,
et al 2003, F.J.,2003, Background Recreational
Life  Science| Earth Science| Information Inventory
Checksheet Checksheet, Report and Checklist,
Aerial Survey | Aerial Survey | Values Maps,| Aerial and
(in progress) related to Ground
Forest Survey
Management
Planning




Detailed None None None None

Requirement None None None Monitor on

on-going basis

2.0

State of the Resource

The conservation reserve is located entirely witkicodistrict 5E-6 (Crins, 2000). Values
include life science, earth science, cultural aweational/aesthetic with an emphasis on the life
sciences.

Significance is determined on the basis of theofwihg criteria: representation, diversity,
condition, ecological considerations and speciaiufiees (Crins and Kor, 1998).

Representation: Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is congbride mixed
deciduous and coniferous vegetation with a smalti@e of wetland surrounding the
tributaries (figure 2).

There are 15 forest communities and 4 small wetkmeas surrounding the tributaries
within Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve. ifineed deciduous and coniferous
forest consists of a variety of species. Balsamriixedwoods dominate the northern
portion of site covering 23% of the land base whitgite birch makes up 11% of the
central portion. The eastern portion contains poplixedwoods with approximately 8%
coverage and cedar mixedwoods with 7% coveragereTtseean abundance of other
mixedwood, hardwood and conifer forest communitgesent. These communities
include species such as balsam fir, poplar, whithbsugar maple, red maple, trembling
aspen, white spruce, black spruce, white pine, rcdaanlock, red oak, black ash, and
possibly yellow birch in a variety of combination&/hite birch, balsam fir, white and
black spruce, red maple, sugar maple and cedabedound in areas that contain flat
sedimentary deposits. Balsam fir and cedar caminedf on low rolling gravelly moraine
deposits. Red oak and sugar maple stands can hd faar the lacustrine deposit and
rockland area located at the northern portion efdite. Wetland communities surround
Mudcat Creek and other tributaries within the calrportion of the conservation reserve.
These wetlands include shrub fens and a few snpah avater marsh areas. A large
cedar swamp is located at the northeast portichesite, at the north shore of Mudcat
Lake, while a large black spruce bog is locatdtha@tsoutheast corner of the site.

Diversity: Diversity is a measure of the conservation reseregrth and life science
variety. The evaluation is based on the number rangde (assortment) of landscape
features and landforms for earth science valuestandelative richness and evenness of
the site’s life science components.

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is faingrde in that it shows a number of
different forest communities and wetlands. The mixieciduous vegetation, including
red oak and sugar maple, is considered an anoroalthis area. Preliminary analysis
shows the diversity rating is considered moderate.



2.1

Condition: Overall the conservation reserve is in good caomitvith respect to its
natural features. The disturbance for the areabkas rated as low. Logging activities
have not occurred within the conservation resemvihé past 25 years. There is also no
known fire disturbance in the area. Other natursiudbances, such as beaver activity
have been observed within the associated smallténites. Recreational uses within the
conservation reserve include hunting, camping, hiadiching, hiking, wildlife viewing,
photography and other general nature appreciattinitees. However, these activities
are considered to have a fairly low impact becaesess to the site is limited. A variety
of authorized commercial activities such as bditfig, trapping and bear management
also occur in and around the area. However, thegetes are believed to have little
impact on the core ecological values of the site.

Ecological considerations: Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is a sa&ll
hectare area comprised of Crown land. The conserva¢serve is bordered by patent
land to the east and mostly Crown land to the wigtighway and private land border
the conservation reserve to the north, while thetss bordered by Mudcat Lake (photo
2) and a combination of private and Crown land. Boerounding area is not well
buffered nor is the site ecologically self-contain&he vectored boundaries give rise to
dissected forest communities, which have a limibedfering capacity for the site’s
interior core values. Pressure could be inflictedhee site in the future, depending on the
type of land use activities occurring in adjacae@a. The conservation reserve is mainly
used for low impact hunting, trapping, and bear ag@ment purposes.

Special FeaturesThe most unique feature of the conservation resertigt it contains
and abundance of different mixed forest standssd@lstands contain a fairly even split
of deciduous and coniferous species. The area iognteeciduous hardwoods, such as
red oak and sugar maple which are approaching tiwihern limits. Red oak which
grows on rock in this area is a unique life sciei@egure of the site. Red oak is the single
most important mast producing tree in the Greateka8t. Lawrence Forest. Red oak
produces both overstory and understory fruits. €teey fruits include acorns while
understory fruits include blueberries and cherri€sese fruits, which are of high
nutritional value, are particularly appealing teahedeer and wood ducks which reside
and visit the area. As well, areas of exposeddmdand shallow soils contain patches
of ecologically sensitive moss and lichen speciEsese species, including reindeer
lichen, have nutritional value to species that bitthis forest. In addition, the presence
of conifer species, such as hemlock, provides aitiiming conditions for a variety of
wildlife. Hemlock blocks wind and traps radiatecahevhile intercepting falling snow on
its foliage thus creating a lower snow depth bdmnéa tree. Deer and moose are known
to utilize these areas for cover.

Life Science

Gap analysis is a method of identifying gaps imespntation of all landform/vegetation features
within the Ecodistrict, and to identify potentidtes that best fill those gaps. The objective qf ga
analysis is to complete representation of all va@ community and landform types within

protected areas (Bergsma, 1995). This conservatiserve was identified through gap analysis
and contains 15 different forest communities ad agfour different wetlands communities.



The conservation reserve consists of a mixed deasland coniferous forest. The forest stands
that make up the majority of the site include bada, white birch and poplar. However there is
a sizeable variety of other mixedwoods, hardwoaus$ @niferous species as well. Deciduous
species, such as red oak, which are present aotiieern limits of their range, provide food for
a variety of wildlife. Dense patches of eastern loeknprovide excellent cover making the area a
hub for wildlife. There is a small amount of wettawegetation surrounding Mudcat Creek and
various tributaries that adds to the diversity loé site. These wetland areas include a bog,
swamp, fen and marsh with some floating aquatietagn which borders the site at Mudcat
Lake. This vegetation is a known source of foodnimose populations.

2.2 Earth Science

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve lies off illden Lake and Nepewassi domains of the
Central Gneiss Belt of the Grenville Structural\®noe. The area is characterized by water-laid
lowlands interspersed with bedrock outcrops, shayldo deeply covered rock knobs (photo 4)
and sand filled depressions. This lacustrine déposi weakly broken end moraine includes
areas of exposed bedrock. The rock type is predamtiynbiotite gneiss derived from

greywackes and immature sandstone. The surfigial is made up of flat sedimentary deposits
and low rolling gravelly moraine deposits whichgann size from gravel to silty sands.

2.3 Cultural Values

There are no archeological sites identified witkiie conservation reserve. There are some
identified high potential heritage areas. High pttd cultural heritage areas are identified using
a computer based predictive modeling program. Baseal series of pre-defined parameters, the
program identifies candidate areas, which are nfigsty to be culturally significant. The
conservation reserve is within the area of inteoéshe Nipissing First Nation. The conservation
reserve is also in close proximity to a heritageoearoute which follows the Sturgeon River.

2.4 Recreational/Aesthetic Values

Recreational activities such as hunting and campamg popular activities within the
conservation reserve. The area is known for itdihgrappeal due to the many deer, moose and
bear that are present within the area. Local ressdas well as tourist operators and their clients
frequent the site. A known campsite is locatedhatdouthern portion of the conservation reserve
on the northern shore of Mudcat Lake (photo 1)ral suitable for ATV use and hiking leads
into this site. However, this trail extends frontrail located on private land which originates
from a gated entrance at Highway 64 (figure 3).s[hbere is no public access to the site. The
northern most portion of the conservation resesvia iclose proximity to Highway 64, and thus,
access could be established though there are twraagtd trails at this location. There are
opportunities for other activities such as bird et@g, hiking, photography, wildlife viewing
and general nature study. The location of the cwasien reserve makes all of these activities
even more appealing due to its close proximityh® communities of Field and Sturgeon Falls.
However, difficulty in accessing the site will ligediscourage some visitors.

2.5 Heritage Estate Contributions
The conservation reserve has been set aside intorgeotect the unique life science features

associated with the site. The site was identifiegp@ssessing significant life science values
through gap analysis during thands for Lifeplanning process. The area encompasses mixed



deciduous vegetation including such species asakdvhich is at the northern limits of its

range. The understory vegetation provides an optuaaitat for a wide range of wildlife. The
conservation reserve is known for supporting ma@skdeer populations. This is especially of
great interest to hunters who use the area reoredly. The conservation reserve provides a
remote location, with limited access and humarriatence, in close proximity to the population
center of Sturgeon Falls. The protection providedugh designation, as a conservation reserve,
will help to ensure the preservation of the sitefédure generations. Mudcat Lake Forest
Conservation Reserve will provide many of the sageeeational opportunities to future
generations that currently exist there today.

3.0 Management Guidelines
3.1 Management Planning Strategies

The land use intent outlined @ntario's Living Legacy Land Use Strategiovides context and
direction to land use, resource management, andibgeal planning activities on Crown land.
Commitments identified in the above strategy anderu legislation (PL Procedure 3.03.05) will
form the basis for land use within Mudcat Lake Bbr€onservation Reserve. For up-to-date
information on permitted uses refer to the Crown nda Use Atlas at
http://crownlanduseatlas.mnr.gov.on.ca/.

Existing permitted uses within the conservatioreres may continue, unless they are shown to
have a significant negative impact on the valudhiwithe site.

Proposed uses and development within the conservegiserve will be reviewed on a case-by-
case basis. ATest of Compatibility(Appendix 1) must be passed before they are deemed
acceptable. The emphasis will be on ensuring tieantatural values of the conservation reserve
are not negatively affected by current or futuredlaise activities. Therefore, any application for
new specific uses will be carefully studied andieexed. The Ministry, partner organizations
and/or proponents may undertake such studies. ¢égipgé environmental assessment
requirements will also be met.

3.2 Land Tenure

Background:
Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve consigteelgnof Crown lands. The conservation

reserve is surrounded by a mixture of Crown anérgdand. Most of the patent land surrounds
the eastern portion of the conservation reservdev@rown land surrounds most of the western
portion.

There are no recreation camps, land use permg#isawmobile trails within Mudcat Lake Forest
Conservation Reserve.

Guideline:
The sale of Crown lands within the conservatiominas is not permitted.

New recreation camps are not permitted.

Unauthorized occupations of lands within the covesgon reserve will be handled in accordance
with approved policy, and any required structueshoval will be at the owner’s expense.



3.3 Development and Access

Background:
Highway 64 runs northeast of the conservation xesérhe northern most portion of the

conservation reserve is the closest access poihetoonservation reserve. However, there are
no trails leading from this potential access paiifitere is a trail within the site which is suitable
for hiking or ATV use. This trail leads to a knowampsite, but access is not possible. The trail
within the conservation reserve extends from & which originates from a gated entrance
located on private land off of Highway 64 (photo Bhus, trespassing would be required in
order to access the site. There are no buildirgdjtfes or utilities within the conservation
reserve (figure 3).

Guideline:
New roads for resource extraction and/or privae wsl not be permitted, nor will additions to
existing roads or upgrading of existing privated®a

New trails are not encouraged, however they maygdiesidered when compatible with other
recreational uses and the maintenance of envirotaharegrity. Any new trail development
must go through &est of Compatibilityto ensure the quality of the life and earth sagenc
representation and any additional values (e.ghatss$, landscape views, sensitive areas) are
maintained.

Consideration for new snowmobile trails will ococom a case-by-case basis, but will not be
encouraged. Public consultation will be an impdrfzart of the process.

In the case of ATV’s, the demand, as well as tharenmental impact of this activity, will be
determined before specific trails are designatedamstructed. In general, ATV trails will be
discouraged.

The use of existing unauthorized trails will be mored to ensure that conservation reserve
values are not being adversely impacted. Deperahinipe results of the monitoring, some of the
unauthorized trails may need to be redirected fsensitive areas or eliminated completely.

The district may sometime in the future consideredigping a trails strategy to ensure the values
within the conservation reserve are fully proteckddle maintaining current permitted uses to
occur. Access to resources will include both dir@otess (e.g. current roads or trails) and/or
more remote access (e.g. waterways) opportunitiaech planning could include public
consultation.

Facility infrastructure and development for reci@atmay be considered in future if there is a
demonstrated need for such facilities. A more tedainanagement plan would be required prior
to construction.

3.4 Recreational Activities

Background:
Existing recreational uses include hunting, campimgl watching, hiking, photography, wildlife

viewing and general nature study.



Guideline:

Most recreational activities that have traditiopableen enjoyed in this area can continue
provided they pose no threat to the natural ecesystind features protected by the conservation
reserve

Mechanized travel is permitted only on existingl$raOff-trail mechanized travel is permitted
for retrieval of game only.

New recreational activities will be considered onase-by-case basis. Emphasis will be placed
on activities that have a low impact on the enviment of the conservation reserve.

35 Industrial Activities

Background:
Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is locatéitin the Nipissing Forest but has been

removed from the licensed area. An examinatiorhefgossible impact of activities on adjacent
lands should be considered in the Forest ManageRiant

There are no existing mining, timber harvestinggragate extraction or utility activities within
the conservation reserve.

Mining and surface rights have been withdrawn fetaking within the conservation reserve
under theMining Act(RSO Chapter M.14).

Guidelines:

Conservation reserve regulations do not permitmgincommercial forest harvesting,
hydroelectric power development, the extractioagdgregate and peat or other industrial uses
(Public Lands ActOntario Regulation 805/94).

3.6 Commercial Activities

Background:
The conservation reserve includes a part of ragidteapline (NB-21) and baitfish license area

for Field Township. The conservation reserve ineklidwo Bear Management Areas (BMA)
(NB 41-55 and NB 41-45). The Ministry of Naturald®eirces authorizes these activities.

Guideline:

Existing non-industrial commercial uses such ggpireg and baitfish harvesting will be
permitted to continue. These activities will congrnto be monitored in order to ensure they do
not deplete natural resources and that they impasmimal impact on the features identified for
protection.

New non-industrial commercial activities (i.e. tiaps) which overlap with the conservation
reserve may be considered subject tdest of Compatibility(Appendix 1),consistent with
provincial direction. Any new trails associatediwibhe new non-industrial commercial activities
must also be considered subject theat of Compatibility

New trap cabins will not be permitted in the conaéipn reserve.
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Existing commercial bear hunting operations arenpiéed to continue but the introduction of
new operations will not be allowed.

The issuance of Licenses to Provide Bear Huntingi&es will be allowed where areas have
been licensed or authorized under agreement faadtieity since January 1, 1992 (there must be
documentation in Ministry files that commercial beanting has been licensed during the period
January 1, 1992 to present) unless:

l. The Government has taken action to discontinuadthigity; or

Il. Proceeding would create/aggravate resource subthiingssues (e.g., wildlife
management reasons, imparts on values); or

M. Licensing or permitting should be deferred due bm#ginal issues.

Licenses to Provide Bear Hunting Services will b@tissued in areas where issuance has not
occurred since January 1, 1992.

3.7 Aboriginal Interests

Background:
This site is located within the Robinson Huron Tyearea of 1850, and as such the general area

of this conservation reserve is known to be ofregeto the Nipissing First Nation.

Guideline:
All aboriginal and treaty rights will continue toelrespected and are not affected by the
establishment of this conservation reserve.

Any future proposals or decisions that have pag¢irpact(s) on the individual or aboriginal or
community values will involve additional consultatiwith the affected aboriginal groups.

3.8 Natural Resource Stewardship

Background:
Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is an turiesd mixed deciduous/coniferous forest.

This diverse forest contains a large variety ofcgse including some deciduous hardwood
species such as red oak and sugar maple. Pretimaralysis shows that the conservation
reserve may contain old growth in 50% of its starnidss unique conservation reserve offers
excellent nature study opportunities in a fairlyisturbed environment.

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve is an itapparea for wildlife. The area provides an
excellent habitat for deer, moose, bear and woaksiurhe deer and moose that take cover in
the coniferous mixed woods also find a food sowithin the mast producing mixed hardwoods.

Guideline-Vegetation:
The conservation reserve will be managed by allgwiatural ecosystems and processes to
function as they would with minimal human interfece.

The MNR recognizes fire as an essential procesdaimental to the ecological integrity of
conservation reserves. In accordance with exisfingservation Reserve Policy and the Forest
Fire Management Strategy for Ontario, forest firetgction will be carried out as on
surrounding lands.
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Whenever feasible, the MNR fire program will endaavto use “light on the land” techniques,
which do not unduly disturb the landscape, in tueservation reserve. Examples of light on the
land techniques may include limiting the use ofdyeaquipment or limiting the number of trees
felled during fire response efforts.

Opportunities for prescribed burning to achievel@gical or resource management objectives
may be considered. These management objectivesbwilleveloped with public consultation

prior to any prescribed burning, and reflected e tdocument that provides management
direction for this conservation reserve. Plansdny prescribed burning will be developed in
accordance with the MNR Prescribed Burn Planninghbé$ and the Class Environmental

Assessment for Provincial Parks and ConservatiaeRes (approval pending).

Personal use permits for wood harvesting are nohipted

The recreational human induced impacts on the focesnmunity will be monitored and
restricted in some areas if deemed necessary.ifdesisuch as ATV use may have the potential
to disturb and damage ecologically sensitive spetieh as mosses and lichens.

Programs may be developed to control forest insacts diseases in the conservation reserve
where these threaten significant values in or ajat¢o the site. Where insects or disease
threaten significant values, in or adjacent to site, control will be directed as narrowly as
possible to the specific insect or disease. Biaagcontrol will be used whenever possible.
Regard shall be had for the Test of Compatibility.

Guideline-Fish and Wildlife:

Fish and wildlife resources will continue to be mged in accordance with policies and
regulations prevailing in the area and under thection of the Tomiko Area Supervisor.
Provincial legislation and policy will dictate magement and enforcement objectives for this
area.

3.9 Cultural Resource Stewardship

Background:
There have been no specific studies or inventourdertaken by the MNR within the

conservation reserve and no specific cultural resowalues that have been evaluated or
identified to date. However, the Nipissing Firsttida has identified areas of high potential
heritage within the site.

Guideline:

Should the MNR consider new structural developmeignificant clearing of vegetation or

altering of land within this conservation resertlee MNR will adhere to the cultural heritage

resource screening process as is identified ikl@orandum of Understanding (MOU) with the

Ministry of Culture (MCL). While the purpose of 1MOU is to provide a process to identify

and protect cultural heritage resources when th&RNENreviewing work permits or disposing of

Crown rights under the authority of tiReiblic Lands Actthe considerations and criteria would
also enable the MNR to identify high potential audtl heritage areas for other purposes within
conservation reserves. If the screening processates that the site of a proposed activity is
within an area of high cultural heritage potentile MNR will consult with the MCL to
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determine the appropriate cultural heritage assessmequirements and will undertake a
preliminary archaeological assessment if appropriat

3.10 Client Services

Background:
There are currently no client services associai#fu this conservation reserve.

Guideline:

The focus will remain on low key information andfgeterpretation of conservation reserve
features. Messages should focus on the area’sahdueritage features, recreation opportunities,
nature appreciation and education.

Information regarding the Mudcat Lake Forest Covesgon Reserve may be delivered from
different sources, however, MNR will be the leadermgy for responding to inquiries. A
management agreement may be pursued with an apgiepartner to share responsibilities for
information services and the delivery of other aspef this SCI.

Consideration will be given to the strategic looatof signs where roads or trails cross the
conservation reserve boundary. There are no othes fior structural development within this
conservation reserve.

3.11  Monitoring, Assessment and Research

Background:
Research and assessment to date has includedtlus@&@ance, life science and recreation

checksheets. Since recommendations were provideske thecksheets have been used in the
assessment of this site. There are two permanseareh plots within the boundaries of the
conservation reserve.

Guideline:

Consideration will be given to inventory and docutag¢ion of natural and cultural values, and
the assessment of use/activity impacts. All redeaditt be carried out in a non-destructive
manner. Research proposals must follow ProceduraleBne C — Research Activities in
Conservation Reserves (PL 3.03.05).

The collection/removal of vegetation and partsebémwill not be permitted; however, subject to
a Test of CompatibilityAppendix 1), the Area Supervisor may authorizedbkection of plants
and/or parts for purposes of rehabilitating degdadies within the conservation reserve and
collecting seeds for maintaining genetic stockesearch.

Research, education and interpretation will be eraged to provide a better understanding of

the management and protection of the natural lyeritelues and will be fostered through local
and regional natural heritage programs, initiatiaed partnerships.
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3.12  Marketing

Background:
There has been no marketing of this conservatisarve to date. Promotion and information

about this site has been primarily through the @oita Living Legacy planning process and
public consultation regarding the boundaries of #iie.

Guideline:
Marketing activities of this conservation resenié e kept to a minimum.

4.0 Implementation

Implementation of the SCI and management of thesemation reserve are the responsibility of
the Tomiko Area Supervisor, North Bay District bétMinistry of Natural Resources.

Emphasis will be placed on awareness informatighlighting conservation reserve values and
appropriate uses, given the limited access toribe. a

Long term management will consider balancing thedseof recreation and other users while
maintaining the quality of the representation & tasource.

50 Review and Revision of the Statement of Consation Interest

Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve SCI wilfddgewed on an ongoing basis and will
include the monitoring of activities to ensure aginee to management guidelines. Partnerships
may be pursued to address management needs.

This SCI will be amended through a standard prooéseinor and major amendments. Minor
amendments will be processed in a relatively infdrmanner and will require the approval of
the Tomiko Area Supervisor. These amendments il dvith uses and activities that do not
affect any of the policies in this SCI (e.g. nevesisand/or activities that are consistent with
existing permitted uses).

Uses and/or activities that were not anticipatedhm approved SCI and which may have an
impact on the values of the conservation resenik regquire a major amendment. This will
include an opportunity for public comment and inpat will require the approval of the North
Bay District Manager and Regional Director .
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Photos of Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reservec(60)

Photo 1: Campsite located on the northern  Photo 2: View northward into Mudcat Lake
shore of Mudcat Lake within Mudcat Lake = Forest Conservation Reserve across Mudcat
Forest Conservation Reserve Lake. Aquatic vegetation for moose feeding

Photo 3: Gated private trail leading nt | Photo 4: Exposed bedrock in Mudcat Lake
Mudcat Lake Forest Conservation Reserve Forest Conservation Reserve
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Appendix 1 Procedural Guideline B — Land Uses —
Test of Compatibility (PL Procedure 3.03.05)

The Conservation Reserve policy provides broadctioe with regard to the permitted uses. The policy
providesonly an indication of the variety of uses that will be consideredegtable in conservation
reserves. The only caution is tHahy new uses, and commercial activities associatedth them, will

be considered on a case by case basis, and, theystmpass a test of compatibilityto be acceptablé€.
What does a ‘test of compatibility’ mean?

An examination of this must start from the prenoéghy an area is set aside — specifically, its
representative natural heritage values. Critegatlan identified to guide compatibility considévas.
These criteria apply to the long-term acceptabditypoth existing uses and new uses.

1. Conformity to SCI/RMP: SCI describe values for which an area has beessgig and the range
of appropriate uses that will be permitted in theaa SCI may also speak to the acceptability ofroth
‘new’ uses currently not occurring in the area.

The first ‘test’ is: “do proposed new land uses/andommercial activities conform to the
direction of the SCI/RMP for the conservation rge@r Would the new use(s) depart from the spirit of
appropriate indicator land uses in the SCI/RMP?”

2. Impact Assessment:If the proposed use(s) pass test 1 it is impottadetermine their impact on the
area before they are approved. This should indiuedollowing:

* Impact onnatural heritage values:  “will the new use(s) impact any natural valueshe area? If
so how and to what degree? Is it tolerable?”

e Impact oncultural values:  “will the new use(s) impact an historical or arebkgical values in the
area?”

* Impact onresearch activities: “will the new use(s) affect research activitieshe area?”

* Impact oncurrent uses: “will the new use(s) have any negative impacttendrray of current
uses?”
* Impact onarea administration: “will the new use(s) increase administrative castd/or

complexity?” (For example, the cost of area mamitp security and enforcement).

* Impact onaccommodating the use outsidéhe conservation reserve: “Could the use(s) be
accommodated as well or better outside the consemnvaeserve?”

* Impact onsocio-economics of the area: “will the new use(s) affect the community(ies)
surrounding the area in a positive or negative WwayFdr example, will the new use make an area less
remote thereby affecting a local tourism industigttis dependent on the area’s remoteness for its
appeal?”

* Impact onarea accessibility: “does the new use(s) give someone exclusive rightfse area or a
portion of the area to the exclusion of other éxgstises?”

The following table provides guide of indicator usesfor the consideration of uses that may be perdhitte
within conservation reserves. For any specific eovetion reserve that test of compatibility sholodd
applied to determine which specific uses are aatxpt



Appendix 2 - Public Lands Act Policy (3.03.05) Coresvation Reserve

Permitted Use Table

Indicator Uses for Conservation Reserves

Permitted Activities

Generic
(Y=Yes, N= No, M= Maybe)

(C160) Specific

(Y=Yes, N= No, M= Maybe)

Existing New New Uses
RECREATION
Sport fishing Y Y Y
Sport hunting Y Y Y
Food gathering Y Y Y
Facility infrastructure M M M!
Non-trail snowmobiling M Vi M?
Non-trail ATV use M M* M?
Rock climbing/caving M M N/A
Canoeing/kayaking Y Y Y
Motorized boating Y Y Y
Picnicking Y Y Y
Camping M M Y
Trails Y M M*
Hiking Y M M!
X county skiing Y M M!
Cycling Y M M!
Horse riding Y M M!
Snowmobiling Y M M!

M?2= For retrieval of game only

MX=New uses will be considered on a case by case pasiiled they do not impact the natural heritagie®s for which the area was
established, and must pass a test of compatibilibe acceptable.

SCIENCE, EDUCATION & HERITAGE APPRECIATION

Research Y Y Y
General walking Y Y Y
Photography and painting Y Y Y
Wildlife viewing Y Y Y
Outdoor Y Y Y
education/interpretation

Collecting N N N
COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES

Food harvesting M M N
Fishing M M N
Baitfish harvesting 7 M Y
Trapping Y M Y




Trap cabins Y N N
Resort-outpost camp y N N
Outfitting-bear management ly N Y
Wild rice harvesting Y M N/A

Y= Transfer requests will be considered in the cdria Statement of Conservation Interest (SCResource Management Plan (RMP) fo

each conservation reserve.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Inventory monitoring

Featured species management

Natural systems management

<K<

INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES

Timber harvesting

Prospecting

N
N

Mining

N

Hydro generation

Energy transmission corridors

Communications corridors

Transport corridors

Resource roads (MNR)

N
N
N

N
N

Land disposition

N

Hunt camps

N

Z| Z|1Z|1Z2|1Z2|Z2|Z2|Z2(Z2(|Z2

*:Existing dispositions will continue, however, agpogunities arise the Ministry will acquire andfemove them outside of the conservatio

reserve.

Y= Transfer requests will be considered in the cdria Statement of Conservation Interest (SCRResource Management Plan (RMP) fo

each conservation reserve.




Appendix 3 — Glossary of Terms

Biotite: A generally black or dark green form of mica tisafrom crystalline rocks and consists
of a silicate of iron, magnesium, potassium, andnahunt

Canadian Shield: One of the world's largest, low relief areas ie tharths crust that are
composed of Precambrian crystalline rock, centeredludson’s Bay and extending for 8, 000,
000 square ki

Cultural Heritage: Collective term describing examples of a sociegyslution (e.g. history,
anthropology and archaeology) worthy of study areservation

Cultural Resources: Sites, features or artifacts related to the Piae/marchaeology,
anthropology or history, preserved in a naturairsgt

Ecodistrict: An ecological landscape unit (ranging in resoluilmhundreds of square
kilometers) characterized by a distinct patternisumdforn?

Ecoregion: An ecological landscape unit (ranging in resolutimm hundreds of thousands to
tens of thousands of square kilometers) charaetiby distinct patterns of responses to climate
as expressed by soils, hydrology, vegetation (sge@inges and productivity), and falina
Gneiss: A crystalline rock, consisting, like granite, ofagte, feldspar, and mica, but having
these materials, especially the mica, arrangedaimgg, so that it breaks rather easily into coarse
slabs or flags

Greywackes: Any of various dark gray sandstones that contaiesh

Knob: Small prominent rounded hill or mountain of gladdaift®

Lacustrine: Of or relating to lake's

Mast: The nuts of forest trees accumulated on the ground

Moraine: A knobby ridge either of (a) boulder clay builtlmy a thrust of a glacier or of (b)
gravel and sand deposited at the edge of glaciapesy meltwatér

OBM: Ontario Base Map, refers to a geographic divisib®mtario according to lines of
longitude into mapsheets based on the UTM map gliojesysterh

Overstory: The uppermost layer of foliage that forms a fooestopy
Patent: An exclusive right or title
Sedimentary: Of or relating to rocks formed by the depositiorsetlimertt

Understory: An underlying layer of vegetation, especially thanps that grow beneath a forest's
canopy

UTM: Universal Transverse Mercator
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