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RE: Transfers from Ontario Clean Water Agency to
Municipalities

Beginning in the very near future, and over the coming period until the end of 1999, various
water works and sewage works will be transferred from the Ontario Clean Water Agency to
Ontario's municipalities. These transfers will involve about 230 treatment works, including
easements, and will affect approximately 12,000 properties.

The title to these properties are currently registered in one of the following names: the Ontario
Water Resources Commission, the Minister of the Environment, the Minister of Environment
and Energy or the Ontario Clean Water Agency. The Ontario Clean Water Agency became
the owner of the lands, or interests in land, held by its predecessors by virtue of section 53 of
the Capital Investment Plan Act, 1993. By subsection 2(6) of the Municipal Water and
Sewage Transfer Act, 1997 the Minister of Environment and Energy may make an order
transferring these lands to a municipality. An Order in Council will be passed to give this
authority to the Minister of the Environment, as successor to the Minister of Environment and
Energy. l..

The transfer of title to the relevant lands aDd the transfer of the Agency's easement interests
(either permanent or temporary) will be made by "Minister's Transfer Order" which you will
be receiving in the form of a Document General (Form 4). The Order will be signed either by
the Minister of Environment and Energy or by the Minister of the Environment. The
documents will contain schedules which will include complete descriptions of the lands being
transferred and will identify the type of interest (fee, permanent easement, temporary
easement) being transferred.

Under both the Registry Act and the Land Titles Act, these transfer Orders are to be treated as
documents that vest title (or the stated lesser interest) in the Municipality (or Municipalities)
identified as the transferee(s). They should be abstracted accordingly. For automated records,
please use document type "Order" (for both Registry and Land Titles documents).
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It is our understanding that each document will transfer lands in only one land registration
division and that separate documents will be provided for lands under the registry system or
under the land titles system.

The descriptions contained in these documents should be complete descriptions that comply
with the regulations. They will usually be the same descriptions that were previously
registered when the interests were last dealt with in registered documents. In some cases they
will, of necessity, be updated to reflect the current municipalities and/or current geographical
abstracting entities or PINs. Where only part of a prior parcel is to be transferred, a reference
plan description will be provided.

In those rare instances where the description provided would not comply entirely with the
current regulations, and where proof is supplied that the transferee municipality has agreed to
accept such a description, land registrars are encouraged to exercise their discretion in arriving
at the most cost effective method of achieving a description that can be recorded in the proper
place and that would be expected to provide a reasonably accurate description of the interest to
be conveyed. The Regional Surveyors should be consulted in this matter and will make
recommendations as to what would be appropriate in the circumstances. If necessary, such
descriptions should be stamped as acceptable for this one time use only.

A sample Minister's Transfer Order is attached for your information. Although not included
in the package, a Land Transfer Tax Affidavit is required for each transfer unless proof of
exemption by the Ministry of Finance is provided.

Any questions in this matter should be directed to your Regional Surveyor.

c.c. Ian Veitch
Kate Murray
Regional Managers
Regional Surveyors
Head Office Managers
L. Dalton - Teranet
J. Slemming - Teranet
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