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AND ASSISTANT EXAMINERS 

ORIGINAL ROAD ALLOWANCES 

RECORDING LINDER 
THE REGISTRY ACT 

This b u l l e t i n  deals with the recording of instruments and plans 
with respect  t o  or ig ina l  road allowances i n  the  regis t ry  system, 
and implements the recommendations of our Legal and Survey Advisory 
Committee. Subsequent bu l l e t ins  w i l l  deal with o r ig ina l  road 
allowances i n  the  land t i t l e s  system and with water l o t s  i n  
both systems. 

Our research has revealed t h a t  over the years various methods 
have been employed t o  record registered instruments deal ing with 
p a r t s  of or ig ina l  road allowances. Some of these dealings have 
been drawn together ,  some abstracted separately and others  have 
been noted o r  cross-referenced from one abs t r ac t  index book t o  
another. 

Most of the descript ions have been based on the o r ig ina l  Crown 
survey of the township or  townsite; however, d i f f e ren t  methods 
have been employed t o  describe these road allowances. 

Some land r e g i s t r y  o f f i ces  a re  experiencing a s ign i f i can t  increase 
i n  the  number of road allowance r eg i s t r a t ions .  The lack of des- 
c r ip t ion  and abstract ing guidelines crea tes  problems for  both the 
users and the  system. 

Therefore, a need e x i s t s  fo r  consistency, and any attempt t o  bring 
consistency province-wide should recognize the ex i s t ing  d ive r s i ty  
and should draw on recommendations t h a t  would have the  l e a s t  e f f e c t  
on ex i s t ing  prac t ices .  In a few instances it i s  recognized t h a t  
t o  achieve t h i s  consistency, changes w i l l  have t o  occur. These 
changes, i n  many instances, w i l l  only require fur ther  subdividing of 
ex i s t ing  information, and i n  many other instances no change w i l l  be 
required. 

Land Registrars a r e  therefore advised of the  following procedures 
t o  be implemented ef fec t ive  April 1, 1985. 

GENERAL 

a .  The iden t i f i ca t ion  (plans and descript ions)  of road allowances 
s h a l l  be i n  accordance with the  o r ig ina l  Crown survey. 

b. Original road allowances w i l l  be separated i n t o  four 
c l a s s i f i ca t ions ;  
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1. Or ig ina l  Shore Road Allowance 

2 .  Orig ina l  Road Allowances Between Townships 

3. Or ig ina l  Road Allowances Between Concessions 

4. Or ig ina l  Road Allowances Between Lots 

(N.B. In  t he  con tex t  of t h i s  b u l l e t i n ,  t he  lowest c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  number i s  1.) 

c .  For recording purposes,  t he  e x t e n t  of road allowances o r  p a r t s  the reof  s h a l l  
be determined by t he  productions of t he  s i d e ,  r e a r ,  o r  f r o n t  l i n e s  of t he  
o r i g i n a l l y  c r ea t ed  u n i t s  (e.9. Township o r  Townsite l o t s ) .  

Where road allowances of two o r  more c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  i n t e r s e c t ,  t h e  i n t e r -  
s ec t i on  s h a l l  be deemed, f o r  recording purposes,  t o  be p a r t  of t h e  road 
allowance having t h e  lower c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  number, as shown above. Since 
t he r e  a r e  o the r  "road allowances" t h a t  were c rea ted ,  subsequent t o  t he  
"o r i g ina l "  such a s  " forced / t rave l led  roads , "  "by-law roads",  e t c . ,  t h e  
i nc lu s ion  of t he  word "o r i g ina l "  i n  t he  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  l i s t  a t tempts  t o  
ensure  re fe rence  t o  only those roads c rea ted  by t h e  o r i g i n a l  survey. 

N.B. The above order  of c l a s s l f i c a t i o n  i s  s t r i c t l y  f o r  p lan  t i t l e ,  desc r ip t ion  
and a b s t r a c t i n g  (1.e. recording)  purposes. It i s  no t  our  i n t e n t i o n  t o  
r equ i r e  surveying, beyond t h a t  normally required,  s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  purpose of 
determining t h e  ex t en t  of t h e  road allowance i n  t h e  manner s e t  ou t  above. 

d .  To f a c i l i t a t e  f u tu r e  r e g i s t r a t i o n s ,  o r i g i n a l  road allowances should be 
r e g i s t e r e d  under t he  Act under which t h e  abu t t i ng  lands  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d ,  
where they  a r e  in tended t o  be conveyed t o  the  ad jo in ing  owners. (Subject  
t o  B u l l e t i n  83015, wi th  r e spec t  t o  Crown pa t en t s  of road allowances).  
However, where a road allowance i s  r e g i s t e r e d  under one A c t  and t he  ad jo in ing  
land under t he  o t h e r ,  the  Land Regis t ra r  should consider  making appropr ia te  
cross-reference no tes  on t he  a b s t r a c t  index and pa r ce l  r e g i s t e r .  

PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED 

1. A l l  t r an sac t i ons  wi th  r e spec t  t o  o r i g i n a l  road allowances, (with t h e  
except ion of o r i g i n a l  shore  road allowances f o r  which t he  manner bf 
a b s t r a c t i n g  i s  ou t l i ned  i n  item 6 on page 4) w i l l  be ab s t r ac t ed  i n  a 
s epa ra t e  a b s t r a c t  index book f o r  o r i g i n a l  road allowances wi th in  t he  
r e g i s t r y  d iv i s i on .  Where warranted,  a s epa ra t e  a b s t r a c t  index book may 
be used f o r  each township. 

2 .  The f i r s t  pages i n  each Road Allowance Abstract  Index Book w i l l  comprise 
a n  index of a b s t r a c t  index pages opened. The f i r s t  index page w i l l  l i s t ,  
i n  a l phabe t i c a l  o rde r ,  a l l  geographic townships wi th in  t he  r e g i s t r y  
d i v i s i o n  where t r an sac t i ons  wi th  r e spec t  t o  o r i g i n a l  road allowances 
may occur.  A typed e n t r y  "opened" w i l l  be made opposi te  t he  p a r t i c u l a r  
township when t h e  f i r s t  a b s t r a c t  index page f o r  t h a t  township i s  opened. 
In  southern Ontar io ,  t he  f i r s t  index page w i l l  l is t  a l l  t h e  geographic 
townships wi th in  t h e  r e g i s t r y  d i v i s i o n ,  whereas i n  t h e  nor thern D i s t r i c t s ,  
t h i s  page w i l l  l i s t  only those townships i n  which land i s  r e g i s t e r e d  under 
t he  Regis t ry  Act. 
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The following pages (one fo r  each township) w i l l  provide an 
index of a l l  possible abs t r ac t  index pages (see sample Appendix A ) .  
An  entry "opened" w i l l  be made on the appropriate index page 
whenever a pa r t i cu la r  abs t r ac t  index page i s  opened. 

3 .  Individual pages i n  the  abs t r ac t  index book w i l l  be opened f o r  
each o r ig ina l  road allowance being d e a l t  with. (See Appendix B). 
It i s  suggested t h a t  an abs t r ac t  index page be opened a t  the time 
the  i n i t i a l  instrument dealing with any pa r t  of a road allowance 
i s  presented fo r  r eg i s t r a t ion  o r  deposit .  The i n i t i a l  instrument 
i n  most instances,  w i l l  be a reference plan. 

For example, an individual  abs t rac t  index page w i l l  be opened 
f o r  a road allowance between the two speci f ied  concessions across 
the e n t i r e  township. When abstract ing an instrument, dealing with 
a p a r t  of t h a t  road allowance, the location of t h a t  pa r t  w i l l  be 
iden t i f i ed  i n  the "Land and Remarks" column by the notation - "In 
f ron t  of Lot- ", or "In f ront  of the Road Allowance Between 
Lots - and -", e t c . ,  a s  the case may be. 

4. Subject t o  item 6 ,  t he  individual  pages f o r  road allowances within 
each township w i l l  be separated i n  the abs t rac t  index book i n t o  
four sec t ions  i n  the following order: 

1. Original Shore Road Allowances 
2 .  Original Road Allowances Between Townships 
3 .  Original Road Allowances Between Concessions 
4. Original Road Allowances Between Lots 

The individual  pages s h a l l  be placed i n  the  abs t rac t  index book 
within each sect ion i n  the order as  indicated on the index page 
f o r  t h a t  pa r t i cu la r  township. 

5.  I n  order t o  a s s i s t  the  user t o  search both fomard  and backward. 
an "audit t r a i l "  s h a l l  be establ ished a s  follows: 

On t he  newlv created abs t r ac t  pane the following entry w i l l  be made: 

"NOTICE - Only instruments regis tered  a f t e r  April  1,1985 
are entered i n  t h i s  abs t rac t  index. For p r io r  
regis tered  instruments r e fe r  t o  previously 
exis t ing  indexes, including, but not l imited 
to ,  

On the  abs t r ac t  index refer red  t o  i n  the "NOTICE", the  following 
ent ry  s h a l l  be made: 

"NOTICE - A separate page has now been opened i n  the  Road 
Allowance Abstract Index Book for  registered 
instruments dealing with (identify road aZZowance) 

The standard abs t rac t  index pages can be adapted f o r  use i n  the  Road 
Allowance Abstract Index Book and rubber stamps w i l l  be supplied 
fo r  enter ing the "NOTICES" 
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6 .  Abstracting Original and Other Shore Road Allowances 

In a number of r eg i s t ry  d iv is ions ,  the majority of r eg i s t r a t ions  
with respect  t o  roads w i l l  deal with pa r t s  of the  o r ig ina l  o r  
subsequently created shore road allowances, around various lakes 
and r i v e r s ,  t h a t  a r e  being closed and conveyed t o  adjoining 
land owners. Thereafter each p a r t  o f a  closed road and the  adjoining 
upland property a re  considered by the  owner as  being one property, 
and f o r  convenience of future searching, it i s  desirable t o  have 
the  closed shore road allowance abstracted i n  the  abs t r ac t  index 
of the  adjoining land, i . e .  township l o t  o r  l o t  according t o  
a regis tered  plan. 

Where the shore road allowance was created by a regis tered  plan 
of subdivision, e n t r i e s  w i l l  be made i n  the abs t r ac t  index page 
fo r  the  s t r e e t s  t h a t  were created by the  plan. 

Where the  closed shore road allowance i s  abstracted i n  the abs t rac t  
index of adjoining lands, the  procedures s e t  out  i n  items 3 and 4 
above w i l l ,  of course, not apply. 

NOTE : - In most cases, the  boundary between two reg i s t ry  divisions 
coincides with the centre l i n e  of the  road allowance between them 
(See subsection l ( 4 )  of 0. Reg. 551/81). This may necessi tate  
r eg i s t r a t ion  i n  both land reg i s t ry  of f ices  i n  a case where an 
instrument deals  with pa r t s  on both s ides  of the  centre l ine  of 
the road allowance. 

REP : kk 
Richard E. Priddle 
Director of Land Registration 

m: (1) A footnote t o  the form of Cessation of Charge i n  the  1984 
ed i t ion  of the  Land T i t l e s  Procedural Guide (page 5060, 
paragraph 30,400) reads: 
"See Bullet in 84029 concerning the  use of parcel  numbers a s  
the only iden t i f i ca t ion  of the land t o  be discharged." Bullet in 
84029 has not ye t  been issued,  so  t h a t  Bullet in 83008 w i l l  con- 
t inue  i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  fur ther  notice. 

(2) This i s  our f i n a l  bu l l e t in  f o r  1984, and completes th i r t een  years 
of the  current  s e r i e s ,  which I i n s t i t u t e d  i n  1972. It is  l ike ly  
t o  be my l a s t ,  as  I have opted fo r  a change i n  r e spons ib i l i t i e s  
a f t e r  the  end of t h i s  month. I extend my bes t  wishes t o  a l l  my 
associates  (and other readers) f o r  good heal th and happiness 
i n  the  new year. 

T h i s  i s  t h e  l a s t  B u l l e t i n  of t h e  1904 s e r i e s .  
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