
 

 

Figure 4: Bait Harvest Areas overlaid atop MNR Districts. 
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Historically, fisheries management planning used administrative boundaries (i.e., MNR 
Districts) as its spatial unit. District Fisheries Management Plans were developed by 
MNR to guide fisheries management in all Ontario waters, within the framework of the 
SPOF I. District fisheries management planning began in the mid-1980s and the plans 
served to identify issues, strategies and actions, such as stocking, seasons and limits, 
for management of fisheries resources. Implementation of the plans resulted in an 
unprecedented increase in the number and complexity of angling regulations as a result 
of a management approach that focused on individual lakes and rivers. All District 
Fisheries Management Plans are in the process of being replaced by FMZ Plans (or 


