
 

Figure 3: Commercial Fish Quota Zones in Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River, 
illustrating how the Great Lakes are partitioned into quota management zones for 
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commercial fisheries management. 

The commercial baitfish industry in Ontario is currently managed on the basis of over 
3000 Bait Harvest Areas (BHA) (Figure 4). The standard size of a BHA in most MNR 
Districts throughout the province is the Township, Mercator Block or Base-map Block, 
although some Districts use watershed boundaries or have divided townships into 
smaller blocks and licence them separately. In some areas, such as private property, 
the BHA may be as small as a single pond. Individual bait harvesters are licenced for 
one or multiple BHAs.  


