
 

 

Figure 2: In 2008, Ontario's thirty-seven Fishing Divisions were replaced by twenty 
Fisheries Management Zones, providing the framework to manage fisheries on a 
landscape-scale. 

The majority of Ontario’s commercial food fisheries are on the Great Lakes. The Great 
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Lakes Fishery Commission promotes and facilitates bi-national management of both 
commercial and recreational fisheries on these lakes. In terms of the commercial 
fishery, each Great Lake is partitioned into quota management zones (Figure 3); within 
the Canadian waters of each lake, the MNR issues licences, sets annual individual 
species catch quotas and monitors harvests by commercial fishermen within those 
quota management zones. Management of inland commercial food fisheries is mostly at 
the spatial scale of the lake. On each lake, the MNR issues licenses and sets annual 
individual species catch quotas; monitoring of the harvest also occurs, but is currently 
less intensive than that conducted on the Great Lakes.  


