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BULLETIN NO 81015 

DATE: June 4 ,  1981 I 
TO: ALL LAND REGISTRARS 
AND ASSISTANT EXAMINERS 
OF SURVEYS I 

"COPYRIGHT" PLANS OF SUFSEY 
NOT ACCEPTABLE FOR 
REGISTRATION OR DEPOSIT 

LAND TITLES ACT, SECTION 184 
REGISTRY ACT, SECTIONS 16, 17,  46(3) & 

107(6) 

Some support appears t o  be developing among Ontario land surveyors 
f o r  the  concept of  copyright t o  plans of survey being re ta ined 
by t h e  surveyors o r  firms of surveyors who made them. 

Our pos i t ion  is  t h a t  when a p lan  of  survey i s  reg i s t e red  o r  
deposited under The Land T i t l e s  Act o r  The Registry Act, i t  
becomes t h e  property of t h e  Crown, and t h a t  anyone, upon payment 
of the  prescribed fee ,  may obtain a copy of the  plan from the 
land r e g i s t r y  o f f i ce .  While it has been suggested t h a t  the  
intended re tent ion  of the  l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  make and s e l l  copies of 
p lans  might s p e c i f i c a l l y  not  apply t o  the  production of copies by 
land r e g i s t r y  o f f i c e s ,  t h e  intended contro l  would s t i l l  seemingly 
preclude the  making of copies by o the r  publ ic  agencies, such a s  
municipal o f f i c e s .  

Land r e g i s t r a r s  a r e  advised t h a t ,  u n t i l  fu r the r  no t i ce ,  they are  
no t  t o  accept fo r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o r  deposi t  any plan of  survey which, 
by words o r  symbols wr i t t en  o r  p r in ted  on t h e  plan o r  i n  any l e t t e r ,  
note or  document r e l a t ed  the re to ,  ind ica tes  t h a t  the r i g h t  t o  make 
copies is i n  any way r e s t r i c t e d .  Ass is tant  examiners of surveys 
are  requested t o  keep t h i s  d i rec t ive  i n  mind when approving plans 
fo r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o r  deposi t ,  and t o  advise the  surveyors concerned 
of this policy.  

I t  is  poss ib le  t h a t  this pol icy  may be modified a f t e r  discussion 
with t h e  Association of 0ntario-d Surveyors. 
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