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1.3 Populations and Distribution 
Global Population and Distribution: The global range of the Lake Chubsucker is restricted to 
North America where it has a fragmented, disjunct distribution from the lower coastal plain, 
extending from Texas to Virginia, to a northern element in the southern Great Lakes drainages 
(Figure 2).  It occurs in one province and 22 states (introduced to Nebraska).  The species is 
considered globally secure but is imperilled in Ontario (S2) and considered extirpated in Iowa, 
Pennsylvania and possibly New York (NatureServe 2008) (Table 1).  Less than 5% of the 
species’ global range currently occurs in Canada.  

 
Figure 2. Global distribution of the Lake Chubsucker.  Modified from Page and Burr (1991). 
(Source: COSEWIC 2008). 
 

Table 1. Global, national, and sub-national ranks for the Lake Chubsucker. 

Rank Jurisdiction Rank 
Global (G) G5 (Aug. 17, 2001) 
National (N) 
Canada 
United States 

 
N2 
N5 

Sub-National (S) 
Canada 
United States 

 
Ontario (S2) 
Alabama (S5), Arkansas (S2?), Florida (SNR), Georgia (S5), Illinois 
(S2S3), Indiana (S3), Iowa (SX), Kentucky (S2), Louisiana (S5), Michigan 
(S4), Mississippi (S5), Missouri (S2), Nebraska (SNA), New York (SH), 
North Carolina (S3), North Dakota (SNR), Ohio (S2), Oklahoma (S3), 
Pennsylvania (SX), South Carolina (SNR), Tennessee (S3S4), Texas 
(S3), Virginia (S2), Wisconsin (S3) 

Source: NatureServe (2008).  Refer to Appendix 1 for definition of status rankings. 
 
Canadian Population and Distribution: In Canada, the Lake Chubsucker is only known to 
occur in southwestern Ontario (Figure 3).  It has been found in the Ausable River drainage (Old 
Ausable Channel [OAC], L Lake), Lake St. Clair (Mitchell’s Bay, St. Clair National Wildlife Area 
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