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Butternut canker was first collected in Quebec in 1990 (Innes and Rainville 1996), in Ontario in 
1991 (Davis et al. 1992) and then in New Brunswick in 1997 (Harrison et al. 1998).  Butternut 
canker is currently known to exist throughout the range of butternut in Ontario and Quebec, with 
limited distribution, at present, in New Brunswick (Hopkin et al. 2001) (Figure 2).  Currently the 
rates of infection and mortality in Canada are not known, however, in some U.S. states butternut 
canker has infected as many as 91% of the live butternut in all age classes (Ostry 1997). The 
disease was first reported from Wisconsin in 1967 (Renlund 1971), but was likely present for 
several years before then (Kuntz et al. 1979). 
 
 

 
 2.  Butternut range and known butternut canker locations in Canada (adapted from maps

and information provided by Natural Resources Canada, Canadian Forest Service).4  
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ii. Harvesting of Trees* 
 
In the absence of the canker, harvesting of butternut would not be a threat to the species. 
However, in anticipation of mortality from the disease, in some areas, the threat of harvesting 
may be a more immediate threat than the canker itself.  Harvesting of butternut by landowners in 
anticipation of mortality has already been documented in the U.S. (Ostry and Pijut 2000) and an 
increased incidence of butternut is already evident in the market (e.g. at log auctions) in Ontario 
(Boysen unpubl. data).  At times the wood has been in great demand as it is sought after as a 

                                            
4 New data indicates that this species’ range extends north of the boundary drawn on the map, for the 
province of Quebec (Linda Dwyer, pers. comm.) An official update of the distribution of the Butternut in 
Canada will be included in the COSEWIC updated status report anticipated for 2013. If this new data 
includes information about the health of individual trees, an updated map related to the Butternut range 
and known butternut canker locations in Canada will be included in the Action Plan for the Butternut. 
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