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Figure 6.  Total number of eels ascending the western eel ladder on Beauharnois 
Generating Station, St. Lawrence River, Province of Quebec (1994 – 2008).  Note: 
counts from 1994 – 2002 represent the number of eels climbing an incomplete ladder, 
then captured in nets and transported above Beauharnois (after Guillemette, S. and D. 
Desrochers, 2011). 
 
Niagara Watersheds 
At the westernmost extremity of American Eel range within Ontario (Niagara Area) eels 
were once abundant along the Lake Ontario shoreline and within the lower Niagara 
River.  Bartram (1751:92) observed that “Below the Falls in the holes of the rocks, are a 
great plenty of Eels, which the Indians and French catch with their hands without other 
means”.  Gill (1908:121) noted that “at the proper season you will find them [eels] by the 
cartloads, by millions upon millions”, and Goode (1881:83) observed that “the visitor 
who enters under the sheet of water at the foot of the falls will be astonished at the 
enormous number of young eels crawling over the slippery rocks and squirming in the 
seething whirlpools”, indicating that they were clearly impeded by the falls.  Eels were 
also plentiful within Martindale Pond and Jordan Harbour and were found in many 
inland watersheds of the Niagara Peninsula.  While eels are now rare in these areas, 
the occasional eel has been captured over the last two decades in Twelve Mile Creek 
(MacGregor et al. 2011, A. Yagi, pers. comm. 2009).  
 
Introductions 
Niagara Falls apparently is the natural limit of American Eel distribution in the Great 
Lakes, and the species was considered absent from Lake Erie waters prior to the 
opening of the Welland Canal in 1829 (Trautman 1981).  Eels probably gained access 




