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Figure 5.  Total number of eels ascending the eel ladder(s) at the Moses-Saunders 
Dam, Cornwall, Ontario for 1974 – 2011.  No counts are available for 1996 (A. Mathers, 
pers. comm. 2009).  Moses is on the New York side of the St. Lawrence River, and 
Saunders is on the Ontario side. 
 
The number of eels ascending the ladders at Beauharnois has increased steadily in 
recent years, reaching a peak of almost 88,000 at the western ladder in 2008 (Figure 6). 
The number of eels ascending the Beauharnois ladders declined somewhat in 2011 to 
65,633 (Figure 6).  Once eels have traversed the ladders at Beauharnois, they enter 
Lake St. Francis (downstream of the Moses-Saunders Generating Station).  Lake St. 
Francis appears to be the only remaining area in Ontario where eels are still moderately 
abundant (A. Mathers, pers. comm. 2010).  The fact that the number of eels ascending 
both Beauharnois and Moses-Saunders ladders has been increasing recently (albeit still 
at extremely low numbers relative to the early 1980s; Figure 5) after the introduction of 
management actions aimed at reducing, and then eliminating eel fishing in Ontario 
(MacGregor et al. 2008, 2009), is cause for some optimism for the success of future 
recovery efforts (Ontario Government 2004). 
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