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There are at io which 
support Lake Sturgeon (Kerr 2002).  Lake Sturgeon are present in all of the Great Lakes 
and major connecting waterways.  Although their distribution is somewhat sporadic  
throughout the province, their inland distribution is concentrated in the northern portion 
of Ontario (e.g., north of the French and Mattawa rivers).  Figure 4 illustrates the current 
and historical distribution of Lake Sturgeon across Ontario, based upon technical 
literature and professional opinion of contributors to this recovery strategy. 
 
Lake Sturgeon were once very abundant in the Great Lakes and in large inland lakes 
and rivers in Ontario.  Many populations underwent a rapid decline, within a short period 
of time following European settlement, due to habitat loss, overfishing, and declining 
water quality (Harkness and Dymond 1961; OMNR 2009).  The status of Lake Sturgeon 
within each of the three COSSARO designated regions in Ontario is described below.  It 
is important to note that there are many information gaps regarding the distribution and 
status of Lake Sturgeon, particularly in northwestern and northeastern Ontario, areas of 
the province which are currently remote.  Much of this information may exist in the form 
of aboriginal traditional knowledge (ATK). 
 
The Northwestern Ontario Population (DU4-6) 
The Rainy River system (DU6) ultimately drains into the Winnipeg River.  Assessment 
of Lake Sturgeon status has been conducted on a number of waters in the Lake of the 
Woods-Rainy River system and the evidence suggests that this sub-population is 
improving.  Recent assessment studies completed by the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources indicate that numbers of Lake Sturgeon greater than 100 cm in 
length have more than tripled from approximately 16,000 in 1990 (Mosindy and Rusak 
1991) to almost 55,000 in 2004 (Stewig 2005).  This improvement has been attributed to 
water quality improvements and controls on sport and commercial harvest.  Although 
sport fishing has been prohibited in Ontario waters it is still permitted in Minnesota  




