
Recovery Strategy for the American Chestnut in Ontario 

Canadian Distribution 
American Chestnut naturally occurs below the 43rd parallel in Canada (Fox 1949).  This 
region is generally referred to as the Carolinian zone of southern Ontario and 
represents the northwestern limits of the native range for American Chestnut in North 
America. 
  
There appear to be no significant changes in the extent of the natural distribution of 
American Chestnut in southern Ontario from before the introduction of chestnut blight 
(Moss and Hosking 1983).  American Chestnut occurs in 13 counties along Lake Erie 
from Windsor to Niagara Falls and north to London.  During a survey conducted from 
1994 to 1997, American Chestnut was identified at 135 sites in southwestern Ontario.  
Approximately 58 percent of the sites contained only one tree or regenerating clump.  
Over one-half of the sites reported in a 2001 to 2003 survey (Tindall et al. 2004) 
occurred in Elgin, Haldimand and Norfolk Counties.  American Chestnut was also 
reported in Brant, Essex, Halton, Hamilton-Wentworth, Chatham-Kent, Lambton, 
Middlesex, Niagara, Waterloo and Wellington counties (Ambrose 2004, Tindall et al. 
2004).  Locations of known occurrence sites are shown on the following map of 
southern Ontario (Figure 2).  
 

 
Figure 2.  Known occurrence sites of American Chestnut in Ontario (Modified from 
Tindall et al. 2004) 
Population Sizes and Trends 
It is estimated that there were 1.5 to 2.0 million American Chestnut trees in southern 
Ontario prior to the introduction of chestnut blight in the 1920s (McKeen 1995, 1997). 
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