
Recovery Strategy for the American Chestnut in Ontario 

American Chestnut, a dominant climax hardwood, comprised approximately 25 percent 
of the eastern deciduous forest in the United States before the introduction of chestnut 
blight.  Its native range extended from southern New England to the southern 
Appalachian mountains and covered more than 80 million hectares of forest (Kuhlman 
1978) (Figure 1).  

Figure 1.  Natural range1 of American Chestnut (Little 1977) 
 

                                            
1 Note: This range is the current and pre-blight range.  The natural range of American Chestnut has not 
significantly changed since the arrival of chestnut blight; however, the number of trees within the natural 
range has declined. 
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