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Figure 1 Extant Canadian population of horsetail spike-rush 

 
1.3 Needs of Horsetail Spike-rush  
 
1.3.1 Habitat and biological needs 
 
In Ontario, horsetail spike-rush on Long Point grows in sandy organic muck along the south-
facing shoreline of an inland pond (Sutherland 2000). The pond lies between two stabilized dune 
ridges near the tip of Long Point and is affected by natural processes. Horsetail spike-rush is 
considered an aquatic species, growing in water between 4 and 35 cm deep. Like many other 
Atlantic coastal plain species, it may be tolerant of periodic water level fluctuations (Schneider 
1994), although its specific tolerance limits have not been studied. 
 
The shoreline community at this location is dominated by buttonbush (Cephalanthus 
occidentalis) and red-osier dogwood (Cornus stolonifera). Other species observed growing in 
association with horsetail spike-rush include water bulrush (Scirpus subterminalis), Small’s 
spike-rush (Eleocharis smallii), grass-leaved pondweed (Potamogeton gramineus), long-leaved 
pondweed (Potamogeton nodosus), common coontail (Ceratophyllum demersum), slender naiad 
(Najas flexilis), bulhead pond-lily (Nuphar variegatum), northern wild rice (Zizania palustris), 
and slender sedge (Carex lasiocarpa). A complete list of vascular plants recorded for this pond 
site can be found in Sutherland (2000). 


