
Recovery Strategy for Four-leaved Milkweed in Ontario 

 
Figure 1.  Global range of Four-leaved Milkweed.  Occurrences are depicted in green by 
county, with Canadian historical occurrences indicated by dots. (COSEWIC 2010, 
modified from Kartesz 2008). 
 
Canadian Range 
In Canada, Four-leaved Milkweed is only known to occur in the province of Ontario 
where populations have been recorded from two localities; the Bay of Quinte region 
along the north shore of Lake Ontario and the Niagara River Gorge connecting Lake 
Erie and Lake Ontario (Argus et al. 1982-1987).  The locations of extant and historic 
populations of Four-leaved Milkweed in Canada are illustrated in Figure 2. 
 
At present, it is believed that there are only two extant populations remaining in Ontario.  
Both of these populations are situated in Prince Edward County in the Bay of Quinte 
region.  The McMahon Bluff population (Figure 2: Site 3) was identified in 2006 by Sean 
Blaney.  The Macaulay Mountain Conservation Area population (Figure 2: Site 4) was 
identified in 2007 by David Bree. This population is situated 9.0 km from the McMahon 
Bluff population. 
 
Historically, Four-leaved Milkweed populations have also been recorded from the 
neighbouring Lennox and Addington County of the Bay of Quinte region as well as from 
the Niagara River Gorge.  John Macoun (1883-1890) cites an 1868 collection record 
from “Bay of Quinte” (Figure 2: Site 1) as well as an 1890 record from Adolphustown 
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