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Figure 12. Import and movement restrictions on live bait in North America (from Dunford 2012). 
 
In North American jurisdictions where the use of live bait is allowed, Ontario is one of the 
least restrictive in terms of regulations. Many Canadian jurisdictions have banned the 
use of live bait.  The province of Québec plans to eliminate the use of live and dead 
baitfish during the open water season by 2017 (Nadeau 2012).  Most jurisdictions in the 
Great Lakes basin have controls on the transport and use of live bait.  Only the southern 
U.S. states allow the relatively unrestricted use of live bait. 
 
Litvak and Mandrak (1993) found that, in a comparative survey from 1956 and the 
1990s, most North American jurisdictions had become more restrictive with regard to live 
bait regulations. 
 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
Matt Garvin and Lauretta Dunford provided information on bait policies and regulations from other 
North American jurisdictions.  Julie Formsma provided information on bait licence sales.  Brenda 
Koenig provided details on provincial bait policy and legislation.  Bob Bergmann, Larissa 
Mathewson-Brake, Lauretta Dunford, Scott Gibson, Karen Hartley, Brenda Koenig, and Mark 
Robbins provided an editorial review of an earlier version of this background report. 
 
 
Literature Cited 
 
Adair, T. 1970. 1969 baitfish report, Sioux Lookout District. Ontario Department of Lands and  
 Forests. Sioux Lookout, Ontario. 4 p. 
 
 
26. 




