
Recovery Strategy for the Pale-bellied Frost Lichen in Ontario 

The Calabogie Peak site was discovered in 2009, after the COSEWIC status report was 
completed.  Even though detailed inventories and thalli counts have not been completed 
this new population is estimated to be the largest population of the three, with an 
estimated 71 individuals, 16 of which are fertile, almost doubling the entire population of 
the previous two localities.   
 
Currently, the extant distribution in Ontario appears to be centered in the east portion of 
the province in Lanark, Renfrew and Frontenac Counties (Figure 6). 
 

 
Figure 6.  Historical and extant distribution of Pale-bellied Frost Lichen in Ontario 
(based on COSEWIC in press) 
 
 
1.4 Habitat Needs 
 
Pale bellied-Frost Lichen requires mature to old-growth deciduous forests with tree 
species of suitable bark pH, calcium content, and moisture holding capacity, usually 
thick barked Eastern Hop-hornbeam.  The site requires high levels of fog or high relative 
humidity with moderate to high levels of shade (Figure 7).  The three Ontario extant 
sites appear to have a suppressed or sparsely-vegetated relatively open under story 
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