
Recovery Strategy for the Pale-bellied Frost Lichen in Ontario 

1.3 Distribution, Abundance and Population Trends 
 
Pale-bellied Frost Lichen is currently understood to be a North American endemic 
species occurring only in the United States and Canada.  It is known, at least 
historically, from Massachusetts and New Hampshire west to southern Ontario, 
Michigan and eastern Iowa south to central Illinois, Ohio and Virginia. A disjunct 
population occurs in the Ozarks region of eastern Oklahoma and northwestern 
Arkansas (Figure 5). Throughout its range it is quite local with large distances between 
populations. The vast majority of collections are pre-1973 with only four samples 
collected since 1973 (COSEWIC in press). 
 

 
Figure 5. Distribution of Pale-bellied Frost Lichen in North America (based on 
COSEWIC in press) 
 
In Canada it is known only from south-eastern Ontario: Four historic locations (Brighton, 
Belleville, Britannia, Ottawa) and three extant locations (Billa Lake, Lanark County; 
Arcol Road, Frontenac County; and Calabogie Peak, Renfrew County) (Figure 6).  
Surveys at historic locations and surrounding areas have not resulted in rediscovery; 
therefore, the Pale-bellied Frost Lichen is considered extirpated from those sites.  The 
Billa Lake site was discovered in 2004 and the Arcol Road site was discovered in 2007.  
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