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 Figure 9. Distribution of the Round Pigtoe in Canada. 
 
 

 Population Abundance 
 Global Range: In the United States, many populations of Round Pigtoe have 

declined and there is no evidence of recent recruitment in some areas 
(COSEWIC 2004).  

 
 Canadian Range: The Round Pigtoe has not been seen in the western basin of 

Lake Erie since 1951-52, nor in the offshores of Lake St. Clair since 1990 
(COSEWIC 2004). However, surveys in 2002 reported 42 Round Pigtoes from 
three nearshore sites off Squirrel Island in the St. Clair delta. Ninety-two other 
nearshore sites surveyed had no evidence of live specimens.  Results from 
recent surveys of the Niagara River and Detroit River indicate that the Round 
Pigtoe is extirpated from these rivers. In the Grand River, low numbers of live 
specimens, and a lack of small specimens, indicates that reproduction rates are 
likely declining. The Thames River population is restricted to a very small area in 
the upper reaches of the Middle and South Thames rivers between Thamesford 
and London. The Round Pigtoe has always been rare in the Sydenham River. 
Forty five specimens were observed at seven different sites on the East 
Sydenham River between Rokeby and Dawn Mills and one site in the north 
branch (COSEWIC 2004). 

 
 
 




