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Figure 6. Distribution of the Snuffbox in Canada.

 
 Distribution Trend:  The range of the Snuffbox has been significantly reduced 

as it has been extirpated from Iowa and Kansas and probably New York. It is 
also believed to be extirpated from the Grand, Niagara and Thames rivers, Lake 
Erie and Lake St. Clair. The rate of change in geographical distribution is not 
available, but it has been lost from 60% of formerly occupied streams. 

 
Population Abundance 
 Global Range:  No abundance estimates are available for the global population 

(Dextrase et al. 2003). The Snuffbox typically occurs in low numbers in mussel 
communities where it is found, but it can be locally abundant.  The Snuffbox is 
typically found at very low densities, representing <1% of the mussel 
assemblage.  The largest remaining population in North America is found in the 
Clinton River, Michigan, where it was the dominant species in 1992. It is 
estimated that there are fewer than 50 reproducing, extant occurrences of the 
Snuffbox in North America (TNC 2000b). Most populations have become small 
and geographically isolated from one another. The Snuffbox has been extirpated 
from Iowa, Kansas and New York.

 
 Canadian Range:  The Snuffbox is currently known to occur only in a 50-km 

reach of the Sydenham River as well as at three sites within a 60 km reach of the 

 
 
 




