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In Ontario the species has been found in only four rivers: 
• the Credit River near Erindale, not seen since 1939 (Walker 1958); 
• the Thames River near Putnam, not seen since 1989 (P. Pratt pers. comm. 

2009);  
• the Humber River near Kleinburg, found in 1939 (Walker 1958) and again in 

2005 (Harris and Foster 2006); and,  
• the Mississippi River at Pakenham and at Blakeney, seen from 2001 to 2005 (P. 

Catling pers. comm. 2009, Catling and Brownell 2002) and at Almonte in 2010 
(C. Lewis, pers. comm. 2010).  

 
The population at the Credit River site may be extirpated (Harris and Foster 2006) due 
to shoreline alteration and water pollution (D. Sutherland pers. comm. 2009). The 
Thames River population may persist, undetected since 1989 (P. Pratt pers. comm. 
2009). 
 
No studies have been done to estimate population size or general abundance at the 
Ontario sites. Although work has been done to search for the species across a large 
part of Ontario by various experts (as listed in Harris and Foster 2006 and COSEWIC 
2008), it is possible that the species exists in other rivers in Ontario where it has not yet 
been discovered. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.  Historical and current distribution of Rapids Clubtail in Ontario (modified from 
OMNR, NHIC website) 


