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Figure 4. The critical habitat of Engelmann’s Quillwort (Isoetes engelmannii) on the Severn River. (In this 
iteration, critical habitat is only identified on provincial crown lands and federal lands; no private lands are 
involved.). 
 
 

 

4.1 Examples of activities likely to result in the destruction of critical 
habitat  
 
The critical habitat of this species is potentially threatened by a number of activities. The 
construction of docks and boathouses could alter the habitat through disturbance and result in 
excessive sedimentation, as well as significantly reduce light levels. In addition, there are various 
forms of mechanical damage, which could negatively impact the critical habitat for this species 
including dredging, sand placement, raking of aquatic plants and shoreline alteration. Thirdly, 
aquatic herbicide use could remove individuals or even sub-populations. Lastly, eutrophication 
of the water and sediment resulting from adjacent land use, such as fertilization and insufficient 




