
Recovery Strategy for the Barn Owl in Ontario 

approaching the nest (contact call), an alarm call of an intense screech, and a 
squeaking/ticking call consisting of rapid, high-pitched notes, which is often associated 
with pair bonding (NatureServe 2008). 
 
Barn Owls are birds of open countryside. They typically forage by flying low over 
grassland habitat and frequently hover in the air or perch on fence posts and trees 
along field edges (Rosenburg 1986). 
 
Up to 35 subspecies of Barn Owl are recognized worldwide. Only one recognized 
subspecies is native to North America (Tyto alba pratincola); however, studies show 
that Barn Owls in lower mainland British Columbia are genetically distinct from those in 
Utah or California (McLarty 1995),and Barn Owls on the Pacific coast are smaller and 
darker than those in the east (Pyle 1997). 
 
 
1.3 Distribution, Population Size, and Trends 
 
The Barn Owl is among the most widely distributed of bird species in the world, 
occurring on every continent except Antarctica. It has a global rank of G5, indicating that 
it is globally secure (NatureServe 2008). It is predominantly a warm-climate species and 
as such, its principal breeding range within North America is the United States (figure 
1). 
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In the United States, the Barn Owl has a national rank of N5, or nationally secure 
(NatureServe 2008). The species is most common in the southern and coastal states, 
much less common and more localized in the northern interior states and generally 
absent from mountainous and heavily forested regions (Stewart 1980, Marti et al. 2005). 
While in the southern states the Barn Owl is considered common and its population 
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