 Muskies Canada Inc. (MCI) was founded (www.muskiescanada.ca). It functioned as a single
entity until 1987 when geographic chapters were formed. MCI currently has more than 600
members in 14 chapters in three provinces.
 The commercial harvest of American eels from Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River
peaked at 231,000 kg.
 Research scientist Jim Fraser’s paper entitled “The effect of competition with yellow perch on
the survival and growth of planted
brook trout, splake, and rainbow trout in
a small Ontario lake” (Fraser 1978) won
the award for the best paper published
by the American Fisheries Society in the
Transactions of the American Fisheries
Society that year.
 Rollout of several of the Fisheries
Assessment Units (FAU) recommended
from SPOF was initiated. SPOF
recommendations included establishing
units on the 5 Canadian Great Lakes and
24 inland assessment units (172 lakes)
(Appendix 11). The Fisheries
Assessment Unit concept was based on
the premise that similar fish
communities respond in a similar
manner to stresses and management
actions. Only 12 inland units were
ultimately established. A core data
program was subsequently developed to
Figure 25. Administrative districts and regions of the
identify key physical, chemical and
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources in 1978.
biological data to be collected on
designated FAU waters.
 Henry R. Regier was elected to a one-year term as president of the American Fisheries Society.
He was the fourth Ontario resident to serve in that capacity.
1979
 The Sea Lamprey International Symposium (SLIS) was held. Proceedings were subsequently
published as a special issue of the Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences.
 Formation of the Ontario Conservation Officers Association (OCOA) (www.ocoa.ca). The
Association is a non-profit, and fraternal association of active and retired Ontario Conservation
Officers and other natural resources law enforcement officers. The Ontario Conservation
Officers Association is dedicated to continued excellence within the Conservation Officers
profession, internally fostering fellowship and promoting mutual interests to ensure the
maximum protection of Ontario's natural resources.
 The Cleithrum Project was initiated by E. J. (Ed) Crossman and J. M. (John) Casselman in an
attempt to develop a repository for age and growth information for Ontario esocids
(muskellunge and northern pike). There are approximately 5,000 esocid cleithrum currently in
the collection.
 The Lake Nipigon Fisheries Assessment Unit (LNFAU) was formed to collect information
from which to monitor the status of the fishery.
 A Manual of Instructions for Aquatic Habitat Inventory Surveys (AHI) (Dodge et al. 1979) was
published and was designated as the official procedural manual for use in conducting inventory
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