
Recovery Strategy for the Cherry Birch in Ontario 

Like other hardwoods, Cheery Birch can be browsed by large herbivores.  However, 
herbivory does not seem to affect the mature trees (COSEWIC 2006). 
 
 
1.3 Distribution, Abundance and Population Trends 
 
Cherry Birch is relatively widespread in the eastern United States.  Its distribution 
extends from southern Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and New York to eastern Ohio 
and south through the Appalachian Mountains to northern Alabama and Georgia, over a 
wide range of altitudes from the New England coast to 1370 m in the southern 
Appalachian Mountains (Burns and Honkala 1990).  Disjunct populations are 
documented in Mississippi and western Kentucky.  There are reports from Quebec; 
however, these are generally thought to be erroneous (COSEWIC 2006; Marie-Victorin 
1935). 
 
The only confirmed wild population of Cherry Birch in Canada is found west of St. 
Catharines, at the mouth of Fifteen and Sixteen Mile creeks near the Lake Ontario 
shoreline (Figure 1).  This population presently consists of individuals growing at two 
adjacent sites.  The closest other population is about 70 km east in New York State.  In 
1967 the Canadian population consisted of about 50 trees.  By 2005 only 14 trees were 
confirmed between the two sites, six of which were fruiting (COSEWIC 2006). 
 

 
Figure 1.  Historical and current distribution of Cherry Birch in Ontario (after COSEWIC 
2006 surveys for this report) 
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