
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  Figure 2: Cat Lake-Slate Falls Watershed Context Map 

Ecology 
The planning area is situated in Ecoregion 3S and Ecodistricts 3S-2, 3S-3, 3S-4 and 3S-
5, following Ontario’s Ecological Land Classification system. Each Ecoregion in the 
province has a particular combination of climate, topography, land forms and soil. The 
planning area includes several features that were described by Ontario in the 1990s to 
be representative of the ecology and geology of the Ecoregion. The features are as 
follows: Mix Lake, Moose Mountain, Moose Mountain Interlobate Morraine, Kishikas 
Lake, Kishikas River Dunes, Damer Lake Hummocky Morraine, Harth Lake, Bow River, 
Pembina Lake Peatland Dune and Fawcett Lake. 

Forest 
The Cat Lake-Slate Falls Planning Area is in the Boreal forest region. Historically, the 
boreal forest has been shaped by natural forest fire cycles which typically create 
even-aged single species forest types. The forest is classified as Northern Coniferous 
Forest (Rowe 1972) where the canopy cover is predominantly black spruce and jack 
pine with balsam fir and trembling aspen in patches. Birch and poplar occur on more 
upland areas. 

A Forest Resource Inventory (FRI) is available for the area, providing information to 
describe the current conditions of the forest by working group (species), age class and 
site productivity. In general, the forest is relatively old (majority in age classes 
between 80-160 years) but does include a range of age classes from 1 – 260 years. 
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