
Sample Application of the Habitat Regulation: 

This content is summary only. For accurate reference of the regulation, please view Ontario Regulation 242/08  
on e-laws at http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/. 
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This protection applies to areas that are used or were used by the species anytime in the past. 

The regulation applies where the species is found in the City of Barrie, and the lower-tier municipalities of  
Adjala-Tosorontio, Clearview, Essa, Innisfil, Springwater, and Wasaga Beach within Simcoe County.

Supporting Rationale:
n	 Hine’s Emeralds rely on slow-moving, calcareous water with emergent vegetation for egg-laying and larval 

development. These conditions are associated with fens, marshes or areas where groundwater rises to the surface.
n	 Larvae depend on crayfish burrows for refuge from drought and for over-wintering. Crayfish burrows can be found 

along riparian edges.
n	 Adult Hine’s Emeralds travel to areas of natural vegetation for foraging, mating, and refuge. Because of the 

difficulty of flying through thickets and forests, Hine’s Emeralds typically stay near the edge of these types of 
habitats, which is approximately the first 100 metres.

n	 1600 metres represents the average distance Hine’s Emerald will travel to carry out life processes.
n	 Alteration to the quantity and quality of groundwater moving into the wetlands used by the species is the greatest 

threat to its survival.  Protecting the area within 500 metres of these wetlands will help to reduce these threats and 
is essential to maintaining breeding habitat for Hine’s Emerald. 
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