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Aquatic Representation

Protected areas in Ontario encompass a variety of aquatic A method of classifying aquatic ecosystems is required 

Figure 2.7:  Distribution of old growth forest (in red) as identified by Forest Resource Inventory  
 (FRI) data 

habitats. These range from open waters and wetlands 
on the Great Lakes to inland lakes, rivers, streams and 
wetlands and finally to tidal marshes, mudflats and open 
waters of Ontario’s marine coastlines along James and 
Hudson Bays. These protected aquatic areas account for 
6.4 per cent of the aquatic habitat in the province 
(Table 2.4).

Protected areas can play an important role in maintaining 
water quality and quantity. The PPCRA has recognized 
this role by identifying a new aquatic class of provincial 
parks to be proclaimed at a later date. The objective of 
this new park class would be to protect representative 
aquatic ecosystems for their intrinsic and scientific values.

to better understand which aquatic values should be 
protected. An aquatic ecosystem classification system 
would help us understand and report on freshwater 
ecosystems. Several aquatic ecosystem classification 
systems exist, but no system has yet been adopted by the 
province for planning representation in protected areas. 

In 2004, MNR introduced an Ecological Framework for 
Fisheries Management which takes a landscape, rather 
than a lake-by-lake approach to fisheries planning, 
management and monitoring. In 2008, MNR began the 
Broad-scale Monitoring Program, a long-term effort to 
monitor the health of lakes and their fisheries across the 
province, including those within protected areas.




