
supply projections have been steadily declining for
the past decade. This decline in available harvest
volume is attributed to five factors:

• Land withdrawals from the area available for
forest management;

• New forest management guidelines;
• More rigorous application of existing guidelines;
• Past harvesting and silviculture practices; and,
• An aging forest and a consequent general

decline of merchantable volumes due to an
overmature forest. 

At the same time however, actual harvest level has
been increasing during the 1990's (white columns
on graph). This reflects a general trend toward
more complete utilization of the available supply,
stronger market demand, and better prices for
lumber and paper.19 Modernization of some

facilities during the 1990s has also contributed to
this trend. The difference between the Crown wood
supply and the actual wood utilization in the graphs
represents either surplus wood that was not utilized
during the five-year periods, or the differences
between theoretical predictions of volume and the
actual harvest volumes. 

The demand for SPF in the Northeast Region was
8,366,000 m3/year in 2000, (based on MROLs), and
this volume has been projected forward as a
continuous demand. The SPF wood supply
currently equals the demand. Within five years,
however, wood supply, based on current modelling,
is predicted to decline below demand.

The gap that has been forecast between wood
supply and the industrial demand for fibre has been
recognized and debated for the last decade or more.
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Figure 9: Comparison of Historical Forecast/Actual Harvest Levels with Current Demand and Future Harvest

12,000

10,000

8,052.3
8,000

’0
00

 m
 /y

ea
r

6,000

4,000

2,000

0
1990-94 1995-99 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070 2080 2090

Years

Historical (Forecast) Crown Supply : SPF
Historical (Actual) Wood Utilization : SPF

Predicted Wood Supply : SPF
Aggregated MROL : SPF
Sharing Threshold : SPF

1999 OFAAB Benchmark : SPF

Predicted Wood Supply

Aggregated Regional MROL
8.366,000 m3/yr

Benchmark
8,207,000 m3/yr

Sharing Threshold
9,027,000 m3/yr

3

Wood Supply in Northeast Region – Spruce, Pine, Fir

19. Lumber prices improved from the early 1990s and showed much better return during the mid to late 1990s. 


