
Part 2. Regional Reports – Northeast Region

products and then shipped to the appropriate mill.
Likely merchandized products are veneer (mostly
poplar and birch), sawlogs (mostly white, red and
jack pine, white spruce, poplar and some white
birch), oriented strandboard logs (poplar and white
birch), and pulpwood of all species that may be
shipped as roundwood or chipped. The smallest tops
that were previously too short for transporting by
pulp truck can be chipped and transported in vans.
Merchandizing will not only get the right product
and species to the right mill, it will also increase the
total volume recovery from a harvested area.

B. Northeast Region Report

The Forests of the Northeast Region
The forests of the Northeast Region include portions
of three forest types: the Claybelt/ Northern Forest
and the Central Boreal Forest, which both belong to
the Boreal Forest Region, and the Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence Forest Region (see Figure 7). These forest
cover types conform to the broad soil and climatic
zones found in this part of the province.

Claybelt/Northern Forest 

This type of forest is defined by its deep l
clay soils with organic accumulations
lowland sites. It is dominated by large ex
lowland black spruce in the north with an i
proportion of uplands dominated by aspen
the south. White birch, larch, balsam po
balsam fir are found to a lesser extent th
the area. Infrequent areas of sandy and co
are dominated by jack pine. 

Over the last 100 years, human activity (se
fires and logging in particular) has had a 
effect on the forests of this area. One res
increased prevalence of poplar in the
During the 1980s and 1990s, forest man
planning objectives to reverse this trend
active conifer silviculture programs. Th
however, been an increasing emphasis o
regeneration and mixed wood manageme
last five years. 

The forest tent caterpillars have heavily defoliated

the aspen forests in this area over the past several

years. This defoliation has been linked to approximately

450,000 ha of severely declining aspen. As of this

writing, the full impact on long term poplar wood

supply in the region has yet to be determined.

Central Boreal Forest

The Central Boreal Forest region is characterized
by till deposits, sands, and coarse soils, together
with frequent rock outcrops and ridges. Here a
moderate climate prevails and growing conditions
tend to be more favourable and more productive
than the claybelt described above.

Mixed forests of conifer and hardwoods dominate
the landscape, together with extensive forests of
even-aged jack pine on well-drained sandy soils.
This forest area contains a greater diversity of tree
species than the claybelt and includes a significantly
larger proportion of white birch. Toward the
southern reaches of this area, the forest exhibits a
transition toward species found in the Great Lakes-
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Figure 7: Forest Regions of Northeast Region


