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utilization in the 1995-99 period (approximately 2
million m3) and the current MROL level that is
shown as 3.7 million m3. Since poplar had been
under-utilized, a process was implemented to
establish new facilities. The result was several new
mills that boosted the poplar demand to the new
level. The last of the new facilities is the strand
lumber facility in Kenora, which was operational by
October 2002. Actual poplar harvest levels will
increase correspondingly as the mill achieves its
operational potential during 2004.

White Birch

The comparison chart for white birch (Figure 6)
shows a historically under-utilized species. The
current demand for white birch is 614,000 m3/year
and the industry is continuing to increase its use.
The long-term supply of birch is greater than the
demand, suggesting there is some room for growth
in the use of this species.

The 1999 OFAAB benchmark was set very low in
comparison to the current demand level. The
process used to set the benchmark recognized the
actual usage of birch during the 1995-99 period,
which was much lower than the MROL levels.
Actual usage of birch has continued to increase as
those facilities to which the wood has been allocated
have adjusted their processes accordingly.

Emerging Utilization Trends
In Northwest Region, there are a number of trends
emerging with respect to wood utilization.
Evidence suggests better use is being made of all
boreal species. In addition, advances in harvesting
technologies and mill diversification have had a
profound influence on overall wood utilization
throughout the region. These trends are discussed
in detail under the following headings:

• Full Use of Allowable Harvest;

Figure 6: Comparison of Historical Forecast/Actual Harvest Levels with Current Demand and Future Harvest
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Historical (Forecast) Crown Supply : Bw

Historical (Actual) Wood Utilization : Bw

Predicted Wood Supply : Bw

Aggregated MROL : Bw

Sharing Threshold : Bw

1999 OFAAB Benchmark : Bw

Predicted Wood Supply

Aggregated Regional MROL
614,000 m /yr3

Benchmark
95,000 m /yr3

Sharing Threshold
105,000 m /yr3
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Wood Supply in Northwest Region – White Birch


