
The two white columns in Figure 4 illustrate the
increasing use of Crown wood as a result of
additional capacity associated with both existing and
new facilities constructed during the decade. The
final phases of SPF facility expansion ended in 2003
as certain sawmills finished expansion projects that
began in 1998.

The demand for Crown origin SPF in 2000 was
10,250,000 m3/year, and this volume has been
projected forward as a continuous demand. Included
in the demand figure are the requirements of new
and expanding mills that remain under construction.
There is a delay in the actual harvest levels until
these facilities achieve their full operating potential. 

This analysis makes no attempt to separate the
demand for SPF by product type (pulp and sawlogs).
The sawmills and pulpmills in the region are highly
integrated, meaning that sawmills receive a high
proportion of the roundwood from which lumber and

chips for pulpmills are produced. This level of
integration means that sawmills are able to sort
through large volumes of logs and treelengths in order
to separate the larger diameter pieces for lumber
production. In addition, high volume sawmills have an
increasing ability to utilize smaller diameter logs in
specialized saw lines. In combination, these sawmill
characteristics have had the effect of reducing the need
to separate wood demand and supply by product types.

The SPF projected wood supply shows a small
surplus in 2000 (difference between 10,824,600 and
10,250,000 m3) that is projected to disappear. A gap
between supply and demand becomes apparent by
the year 2015.

Poplar

The poplar comparison chart (Figure 5) is
structured similarly to the SPF chart. However,
there is a large difference between the average wood
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Figure 5: Comparison of Historical Forecast/Actual Harvest Levels with Current Demand and Future Harvest

3,644.2

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

4,500

5,000

1990-94 1995-99 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070 2080 2090

Years

’0
00

 m
 /y

ea
r

Historical (Forecast) Crown Supply : Po
Historical (Actual) Wood Utilization : Po

Predicted Wood Supply : Po
Aggregated MROL : Po
Sharing Threshold : Po

1999 OFAAB Benchmark : Po

Predicted Wood Supply Aggregated Regional MROL
3,723,000 m /yr3

Benchmark
3,037,000 m /yr3

Sharing Threshold
3,340,000 m /yr3
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Wood Supply in Northwest Region – Poplar


