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The Long-Term Forecasts for
Industrial Wood Supply and
Utilization in Northwest Region

Past Harvesting, Current Demand, and
Future Supply

The following section describes past harvesting,
current demand and future supply issues in
Northwest Region on the basis of the following
major species groups:

• Spruce-pine-fir;
• Poplar; and,
• White birch.

Spruce-Pine-Fir

Figure 4 illustrates the relationship between wood
supply and demand for spruce-pine-fir (SPF) at the

regional level. It presents supply information
obtained from forest management plans across the
region, together with industrial demand and use.16

This chart presents the dynamics of past use, current
demand and future supply, all relevant factors in any
discussion of wood supply and demand forecasting.

Historic Crown wood supply, shown as the black
columns (red if viewed in colour version) on the
graph, represents a summary of individual forest
management plans averaged for the two five-year
periods 1990-94 and 1995-99. This forecast suggests
that Crown wood supply decreased during the
decade of the 1990’s. The reduction is attributable in
part to the impact of habitat management guidelines
and the expansion of Wabakimi Park, which resulted
in a smaller landbase for industrial forest use. 

At the same time, however, actual wood utilization
by the forest industry increased during the 1990's.

Figure 4: Comparison of Historical Forecast / Actual Harvest Levels with Current Demand and Future
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10,250,000 m3/yr
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16. For a definition of supply and demand and for an explanation of the data sources used, please refer to Part 2.
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