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The study estimated that 15,300 full-time
equivalent jobs were provided by the forestry sector.
Some 14,900 people were engaged directly in
forestry activities, while 400 additional government
workers were employed in related fields associated
with forest management and fire fighting. Payroll
and benefits were estimated at $1.0 billion annually.

The industry is a major purchaser of goods and
services. The 1999 study estimated $800 million is
spent annually on goods and services within the
region, and about $250 million on capital
improvements, of which about $50 million was
retained within the regional economy. Indirect
employment, generated as a result of these
expenditures, suggested 1.25 indirect jobs would

result from each direct job. This multiplier effect

resulting from 15,300 direct jobs would produce an

additional 19,100 full-time equivalent jobs for a total

of 34,400 jobs directly and indirectly associated with

the forest industry. Evidence of the significant impact

of the primary forest industry in the north is provided

by the number of single industry communities that are

wholly reliant on this sector for the jobs it provides.

The 1999 study further estimated that each 1,000 m3

of wood harvested generated 3.1 person years of

employment, $164,000 in expenditures for labour,

goods and services, and $55,000 in industry contributions

to government. This is further evidence of the

importance of forestry to the economy of the region.

Figure 3: Communities with Mills in Northwest Region


