
Part 3. Wood Supply Issues and Strategies

5 3

Despite these improvements, there is a chronic
shortage of high-quality sawlogs and veneer today,
and there has been for decades. The present
problem has always been attributed to past high-
grading practices, but the fact that much of the
hardwood resource is growing on shallow soils of
only modest fertility is a big factor too. On Crown
land since the 1960s, and now on private lands too,
tree marking aimed at retaining the best growing
stock is a third factor that is limiting the availability
of good hardwood logs in mill yards today. 

The forecast is for this situation to continue well
into the foreseeable future. Figure 24 shows that the
supply of hardwood sawlogs and veneer is not
expected to meet the current level of demand for
another 30 years, which is well beyond the life
expectancy of current mill equipment. 

Clearly, the region’s sawmills must continue to
adapt to a supply of small-diameter and low-quality
logs for some time to come. The mills most at risk
in this situation are the small circular-saw carriage
mills. Currently, these mills expect their log
suppliers to dispose of the pulpwood/fuelwood
component themselves, which is possible only in

cuts with a low pulpwood content or in areas with a
good pulpwood market. Also, these same mills lack
the scale and resources to be able to take advantage
of new technological advances in sawmilling and
processing equipment.

While the log quality issue is expected to persist for
many years, the tree marking and stand
improvement efforts that began 30 years ago and
that have become increasingly intensive of late are
expected to eventually reverse this trend. According
to Figure 24, hardwood sawlog supply is expected to
peak in about 80 years, at which time sawlogs and
veneer will make up 45 per cent of the hardwood
cut, compared to 32 per cent today.

Strategy No. 12:
Use Silvicultural Ground Rules

In reviewing and approving forest management

plans, MNR shall continue to ensure that

silvicultural ground rules are aimed at improving

growing stock quality in suitable hardwood stands

and on suitable sites.

Figure 24: Supply/demand Forecast for Tolerant Hardwood Sawlogs and Veneer – Southern Region
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