
PART 2. REGIONAL REPORTS

A. Northwest Region Report

The Forests of the Northwest Region
Northwest Region contains portions of two forest
regions: the Boreal Forest and the Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence Forest (GLSL). The Boreal Forest,
accounting for the majority of area in Northwest
Region, is characterized by extensive black spruce,
jack pine, and balsam fir stands as well as mixed stands
of conifer, poplar and white birch. Much smaller in
extent, the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Forest extends in
a strip along the Ontario-Minnesota border west of
Thunder Bay (see Figure 2) and features a diversity of
conifer and hardwood species including white and red
pine, red maple, yellow birch, and ash.

Three major species groupings are used in the
Northwest Region to portray volume information:

spruce-pine-fir (SPF), poplar and white birch (Po Bw),
and white and red pine (Pw Pr). Most of the forest
industry makes products that fall into these
groupings. Examples are SPF lumber, SPF pulp and
paper (Northern Bleached Softwood Kraft), poplar
lumber, poplar oriented strand board, poplar pulp,
and white or red pine lumber. White birch is used
in pulp production and is just beginning to be used
for lumber and consequently may warrant a
separation from poplar as a grouping.

Wood processing facilities in the region are mostly
large, commodity producing operations. Since the
operations are so large, it has been left to the
companies to make their own business arrangements
to ensure appropriate species, log sizes, and log
quality are delivered to the mills. For this reason, no
attempt has been made to categorize species groups
by product type.
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14. There is a 9th pulpmill in Thunder Bay that uses only recycled cardboard fibre.

15. W.L. Lees and Associates 1999, The Economic Contribution of the Primary Forest Products Industry to N
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