
intertwined. Fundamental to the Forest Accord was
the premise that there would be no long-term
reduction in wood supply as a result of the Accord. 

The shortage of high-quality logs and the surplus of
low-grade hardwoods are the two biggest wood
supply issues facing the forest industry in south-
central Ontario, and they are examined in detail in
Part 3.

White and Red Pine

At 27 per cent of the current harvest, white and red
pine make up the second-largest species group. The
forecast shows white and red pine supply to be in
excess of the demand level but below the “Room to
Grow” Sharing Threshold. Figure 19 indicates that
white and red pine supply is expected to increase, but
it is not expected to pass the Threshold for another
60 years. The fact that current white and red pine
usage is greater than the MROLs suggests that the
MROLs for Southern Region white and red pine
should be reviewed and revised to reflect current

demand. Worth noting is the concern expressed in
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Issue No. 5 that the white
pine harvest might be held up by regeneration
problems at some point in the next 20 years. See
Issue 5: Unregenerated white pine backlog.

Poplar and White Birch

Poplar and white birch, on the other hand, show
long-term downward trends. Essentially, this decline
is the result of management and natural successional
trends and a corollary to the increasing tolerant
hardwood and pine supply. Figure 20 shows that,
regionally, poplar supply will fall below the demand
level in just 15 years, affecting the paper, composite
board and corrugated medium sectors for which
poplar makes up about half of all supplies. Currently,
poplar makes up 25 per cent of the overall harvest.
In the case of white birch (Figure 21), this is a
concern for the sawmill sector since white birch
makes up 15 per cent of the region’s hardwood
sawlogs and veneer. Declining poplar supplies are
discussed in detail in Issue 4 and Strategy 19.

Provincial Wood Supply Strategy

3 4

Figure 18: Comparison of Historical Forecast / Actual Harvest Levels with Current Demand and Future
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