
second-growth hardwoods in the marble belt of the
southern Shield.

The Shield country was first opened for settlement
in the mid-1800s, and the resulting land clearing
and slash burning soon destroyed vast areas of
standing timber. Algonquin Park was created in
1893, in part at the request of the forest industry to
protect the timber resource from this type of
destruction. The Shield country has poor agricultural
soils, though, and much of the land that was cleared
in the 1800s was abandoned in the early 1900s. The
forests were left to grow back on their own. Logging
and milling became the mainstay of the economy,

was to degrade the quality of the tolerant hardwood
forests through high-grade logging for sawlogs and
veneer, and reduce the proportion of white and red
pine in the overall mix.

Efforts to manage the Crown land forests began
with diameter-limit harvest regulations in the
1950s. They continued with management planning
in the 1960s, tree marking in the early 1970s and
large-scale stand improvement projects in the
1980s. Today, the Crown land forests are intensively
managed, with the thrust of silviculture aimed at
improving the residual growing stock after harvest.
There is greater range in management intensity on
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less productive soils. Much of Georgian Bay and the first for white and red pine lumber, and later for
southern Shield was logged of its pine and cleared hardwood lumber and veneer. In some areas tolerant
and burned during the settlement era between hardwoods were clearcut for chemical wood in the
about 1860 and 1913. As a result the forests today early half of the 1900s, and hemlock was taken for
are younger and more heavily mixed than elsewhere tanbark. The overall effect was to deplete much of
in the region. However, good timber-producing the timber resource and bring about its replacement
lands remain in these areas, especially for second- with second-growth hardwood and pine that are
growth pine in northern Georgian Bay and for once again approaching maturity. A second effect

Figure 15: Distribution of the Main Forest Cover Types, Southern Region
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